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CORKKSrONDENCE RELATING TO 


CORRESPONDENCE betwcoii Captain Barnes and the Governor General, 
during the Years 1837 and 1838. 


Captain Burnes to the Secretary to the Government of India. 


Sir, 

1. I HAVE the honour to report for tiie iiiforinatioii of the Governor (leneral in 
Council, our arrival at this great emporium of trade, having been detained for 10 
(lays at Khyrporeby Meer Uoostum Khan, who received us in the most friendly 
manner, sending a deputation to his frontier to meet us, a second deputation as wc? 
advanced, and his V izier, Eutteb Malionmd Khan G(Wee, to the banks of the Indus, 
22 miles distant, who accompanied us to Khyrpore. 

2. Gn tlie Hhh we w'aited on liis Highness M(*er Roostum Klian, and were 
reci'ived in a manner which 1 have never secMi in Sinde, sim’.e tlie Aiikhu’ left his 
couch, came forward and embraced us, (l(‘clai ing that looked to the British 
(jiov(‘rnmeiit as his Mirest and Ix'st friend, and that ther(‘ was no ])oint whicli he 
would not conc(‘(h‘ to meet its wislu's in my pn'sent d(‘pntntion. In the lorenoori 
he sent his own son, and tin* son of Ids brotlier Meer Moobaruk Khan, to return 
our visit. 

3. It would be doing injnstic(‘ to the Chief of Kliyrfiore to deny to him the 
credit of attachment to the British Government by the manner in wliieli be thus 
received us ; but it was soon ap])arent that bo and his advisers had taken alarm 
at what had passcal at Hyderabad, and as I could not be correctly informed of the 
nature of the communications which his Highness Noor Mahomed Khaii had made 
to the Khyrpore Chief, I found myself in a situation of really an emharrassing 
nature, as I had either to give (.‘ar lo overtures which 1 kiuwv tlie British Govern- 
ment w'onld not accept, or divulge the whole scope of t ulonel Pottingers 
negotiations in reply to them. 

4. On the forenoon of the D)th, the Ameer sent for me jirivately. I found him 
alone with his niinisier, Futteli Mahomed Khan Goree; lie s('t out by saying that 
lie considert'd himself the servant (damnngur) of the British Government; that 
he had heard witli sincere pleasure that an agent of tlie Government was to rt'side 
at Shikarpore, as it would bring friendly jiersons to bis door, but tliat he hoped 
the British would enter into a new treaty with him as they had done at Hyderabad ; 
that the kings of Cahool had always acknowledged liim and his father a distinct 
power in Sinde ; that he had acc(‘dcd to the treaty for ojxming the River Indus on 
the same terms as the Hyderabad family, and now lioped that the same considera- 
tion would be shown to him in the altered state of the relations between the two 
countries. 

5. 1 replied to his Highness that 1 had come to Khyrpore by desire of the 
Governor General to renew the friendly intercourse wliich subsisted, and to explain 
fnllv the objects of my journey; that 1 was not authorised to enter into separate 
negotiations, and indml, where such friendship already existed, it appeared 
unnecessary to seek to strengthen it by other treaties ; that further, the British 
had long been satisfied of his Highness’ friendly feelings, but it would have been 
defeating the great ends which it had in view, of opening the liidns to the 
merchant, if it had sown di.'sensions between one family ef the lalpoors and 
another ; that our relations at Hyderabad now made ns as sure of co-operation 
there as we were at Khyrpore, and the best proof which liis Highness could give 
of his good disposition towards us, would be to join with the Hyderabad family, 
and particularly seek to curb the lawless tribes of iMuzarees, Boogtees, and others 
who sought to molest the navigation of the Indus. 

6. Meer Roostum Khan, assisted by his minister, replied that the Britisli 
Government would experience no opposition from Khyrpore; that three-sevenths 
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of Shikarpore belonged to the Kliyrpore family ; that thoiiuh he was yet ignorant 
how his portion of the revenues of it were to be paid for the expenses of the British 
a^ent, he would make no objection on that head, and indeed if it were considered 
desirable to station an agent at Bukkur, he n'udily asscuited ; and that, as to the 
Muzarees, they were entirely at his command, for the Chief Jkdirain Khan was 
now at Khyrpore, that he would send him to me* if 1 liked, take hostages from 
him, and confine the most turbulent of the tribe as ])risoners in Bukkur; and in 
doing all this, his Highness only hoped to be considered wfiat he rt‘ally was, the 
friend of the Hyderabad Ameers, though independent of them. I could but 
reiterate my former observations, and finished by adding, that we had avoided 
with studious cure all mixing up of the name of the British (Government in the 
family differences at Hyderabad, and T hoped his Highness would sec tlie pro|)nety. 
of our conduct in following the same course at Khyrpore. 

7. I was for some time disposed to treat the declarations^ of Mcer Roostnni 
Khan Mith reference to the Muzarees in the light of a promise whicli it would 
lie difficult to fulfil ; hut his Highness was ns good as his word, and sent Behram 
Khan, the Chief of the tribe, to waitu]>ou me, with about GO of his followers ; ho 
fell at my feet, and said he was the servant of the Ainci'rs of Siiide, and would 
become tlie slave of the Britisii (iovernment. I found Behram Klian to hi* a very 
intelU'ctual man, and to hear a goial cliaracter among his tribe; and as he is tlie 
undoubted ( hief of it, it would liavi' been a very simple malti r to adjust atlairs as 
far as lie was conc(*riied. 1 he Ameer sent his miiiisU'r to say tliat he would he 
answerable along with M(‘er Noor Maliomed Khan foi* the go >d conduct of 
Behram Khan and his tribe on IIk' plains and hills, and (weii for Biiirnk Boogt(*e, 
the most notorious fn'ehootor, only exca j»ting tliose w ho liad goiu^ oV(‘r to llu' St'iks. 

I replied, that all tliis w'onld b(‘ \(ry acc(‘])tal)ie, b.it I must strcmuously urge on 
Meer Roostum Khan his acting in concert with Mcer Noor MaIioiuc<i Kiian, in a 
matter to which the Britisii Covcu'iiimmt atracluMl importance, which the Vizier 
said was now lieing done by Mccm* Moobanik Khan, who, as 1 was aware*, iuid gone 
to Hyderabad to he [iresent at the mairiage of tlie son of Meta* Sobdar. 

8. Private letters wGiich 1 have ri'ceivcd from Captain Wad(‘ liavc* informed me 
of the d(‘licat(‘ nature of the adjustmi'iit of this matter with Maharajah Uunji'et 
Singh, and J am yet iinaeijiiaintc'd witli the stops whieGi Noor Mah'-nu'd Khan 
has taken tofullil that part of Ids agreem(‘i)t wliicli makes liim answ'(*r:d)le for tlie 
Muzarees, so that I have been bound to avoid all iiiteifereuecj in this matter 
beyond general exjiressions to the (Jhief of Khyrpore and the iMiizarecj Chief 
himself, of our determination not to permit the (,‘xcess(*s of the Miizar(‘(‘s or any 
one to intc'rriipt our commerce. If reli hun*, liow'(‘ver, is to he placed on native 
reports, 1 have jierused a pap(‘r from the Khyrpore Vakeel at Bluiwul Mian’s 
Court stating that on our arrival at Mitliincofe, Runjeet Singh wall withdraw his 
troojis from Rozan ; and in sucli an evemt, I cannot hut aiiticij)at(‘ a Imppy and 
final adjustment of the Muzaree <)uestion, since it will lx* as satisfact()r\’ to the 
Ameers as to the Muzarees, and he to these lawless imm a substantial ]>roof of the 
power and the generosity of the British Government. 

9. M itli regard to these phinden'rs by profession I may observe' that, like all 
such tribes, they w ill he easily managed by eonciliatioii ; and that when the 
British Agent is fixed here, a familiar and frii'udly intercourse will, in alBproba- 
bility, grow up heivveeii them and the officer They liave honour like (»ther 
thieves, and they declare that if Monsieur Wntura ha<l continued on the frontier 
of the Maharajah’s country, diderences would never liavc taken place; tliat that 
officer treated them liberally, but that Jsawan Mull, the (iovernor of Mooltan, 
sowx'd dissensions among them ; and, to use their own words, treated them as a petty 
trader seeking for profit, instead of the deputy of a powerful prince like Runjeet 
Singh. 

10. On the 26th of March the Chief of Khyrpore renewed his endeavours to 
persuade me to enter into separate negotiations. His Highness sent for me to 
hold a private interview as tlie message stated ; but on my arrival I found Meer 
Roostum Khan with his eldest son, and the eldest son of Meer Moobaruk ; also 
Meer Ali Moorad Klian, his brother, who possesses nearly all the treasure of the 
Khyrpore family. After a few complimentary observations, Meer Roostum Khan 
withdrew, saying that his son and family would converse with me on matters of 

1 — Sess. 2. ‘ A 2 importance. 
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importance. The room was then cleared, and I found myself along with the 
persons who were clii(;lly interested in the late treaty at Hyderabad, the Vuzeer * 
of Mcer Roostuni Khan remaining. The party set out by stating that it was a 
worldly maxim to look after one^s own interests; that the intelligence from 
Hyderabad was such that they had one and all joined hand in .hand together, and 
here the three Ameers joining their hands together, clasped mine, and said they 
were one, and wished to enter into an alliance of the most lasting nature with the 
British Government, declaring that they were more entitled to it from the early 
anxiety which they had exhibited to cultivate a close connexion with the British 
than their relatives at Hyderabad. 

1 1 . I replied that there was no necessity for a treaty of friendship other than 
that which had already been made, for the British (jovei’iiment had built ou the 
cordiality with whicli its designs would be seconded in Upper Sinde. Ali Morad 
Khan, who is a very intelligent man, and who is now reconciled to Meer 
Roostum Khan, asl'ed if there would be any interference in the internal govern- 
ment of Sinde, or in the family quarrels which might arise, and I replied, that in 
our treaties with Runjeet Singh and Bhawul Khan we had expressly agreed not 
to interfere in that manner, and tlui Ameers of Sinde might rest assured that our 
object was to promote commerce by the Indus. The whole family then expressed 
in the most earnest manner its anxiety for a new treaty, and it was not till I 
reiterated my opinion as to its inutility, and as to my w'anting powers to make it, 
that the subj( ct was dropped. 

12. I took this opportunity to rnn over the liistory of our connexion w ith Sinde, 
again stating that it was the aim of the British Government to allay jealousies, 
not to excite them, for ther(^ wctc Talpoors at Hyderabad as wtII as at Khyrporc ; 
and it was this which ha<l led to the njcction of the overtures made by the 
Khyrpor(' Chief in Decemher 1835, and that it was my duty to counsel them 
to join heart and hand, and aid their brethren at Hyderabad, for the bouse of 
Talpoor' owed much of its greatness to the unaniniity that had ever subsisted 
between its different members; and if it was their wish really to griitify the 
liriiish Government, they would Jiow seek to. preserve unimpaired that good 
understanding. If I did not satisfy the family that it was unnecessary to exchange 
writings, I believe 1 left them not disj)leased. 

13. On the following morning Fntteh Mahomed Khan waited upon me to 
renew tin? subji'ct of yesterday, wlien I gave him clearly to understand that the 
Chief of Kh)Tj)ore had lost the ojjportunity of making any other treaty than what 
he now has wlmi Colonel Pottinger was accredited to his Highness in 1832, and 
that he must b(‘ satisfied with having any treaty, which was more than had been 
conceded to the Meerpoor ( hief ; and that the best policy of the Ameers, and that 
of his successors, would be to act in concert with the Hyderabad family. I have 
found it extremely perplexing to deal w ith this question ; the Khyrpore Chief docs 
not admit the supremacy of the Hyderabad Ameers, and yet he and his family are 
quite ready to second them in everything that is wished by the British Governments 
There cannot be a doubt that the superior ])owcr of the Hyderabad family may 
force the Khyrpore Chiefs to submit to any terms they may dictate, but it will not 
certainly tend to promote the British interests on the Indus if such cordial friends 
as the Khyrpore family are offended by any novel or unusual interference on the 
part of his Highness, Noor Mahomed Khan. 

14. On the 29th of March wx* had our audience of leave with Mcer Roostum 
Khan, who renewed his profession of devotion and submission to the British 
Government. His Highness pnd his family sent presents to myself and the gen- 
tlemen jiloiig with me, and his Vizier accompanied us to Roree. In the afternoon 
of the 31st we crossed, wdtli the Ameer s permission and in company of his Vizier, 
to Bnkkur, and examined that remarkable fortress, being the f}rst Europeans who 
have ever been permitted to enter il. The Vizier took this singular time to renew 
the expression of his. master’s hopes for a new treaty of friendship, and I could 
only silence him by pointing to the spot on which I stood, and asking him if any- 
thing further was necessary to proclaim, far and near, the good understanding 
between Mcer Roostum Khan and the Britisli Government than that the gates of 
Bnkkur had been thrown open to four English gentlemen. We took leave of the 
minister at the door of the fortress with great expressions of his master’s and his 
own submission, and immediately crossed the Indus to Sukkur. 


16. We 
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16. We have since prosecuted our journey to Shikarpore, which we entered 
this morning, being conducted, through the great bazaar by a mihmandar from 
Hyderabad and another from Khyrpore, receiving likewise immediately after our 
arrival a visit from the governor of the town. Our boats have proceeded up the 
river, and we shall join them after our inquiries at this important mart are com- 
pleted, and I hope may reach Mittuncote by the 1st of May. 

I have, &e. 

Shikarpore, 2 April 1837. (signed) Alex, Burncs, 


To W, //. Macnayhtetu Fsq., Secretary to Government, Fort William. 

Sir, 

I DO myself the honour to notice various circnmstaiicc^s which have transpired 
at this commercial mart, regarding the debts due here and in Afglianistan by my 
late fellow traveller Dr. Gerard, and to which, with a view to uj)hoId our national 
reputation, it is incumbent on mo to draw th(‘ early al tent ion of the Right 
Honourable the Governor General of India in (’ouucil. 

2. After Dr. Gerard separated from me at Meshid to n^turn to India, it is well 
known to (lovermncnt that he was di tained for a considerabh* time ns w(‘ll by 
continued indisposition as the sciverity of the climate, and that during this in- 
terval he was subjected to great and unlooked-for expenses, and, as his resources 
could not meet these, he raised money in the ditlercmt towns he passed, which the 
merchants at once advanced on a jK‘rnsal of the passport which Dr. Gerard held 
under the seal and signature of J.ord William Bentinek. 

3. It is of course not in my power to inform th(‘ Right I (ononfahh* the Governor 
General in Council of the pn'cise mumi(‘r in which the sums so raised were dis- 
l)urs(Ml, hut a very fair means <if judging may bo formed, wlum 1 state that Dr. 
Gerard had to reward the servants of the chiefs lor tlu ir civilitic's, to give presents 
to cahia hashees, and to guid(‘s, and, as Moonslu'c' Mohun Fall tells in(‘, that he 
gave presents to the Chiefs tlieinselve^, it is easily seen ho\v tlic exp( nditnre was 
incurred, however unauthorised by the instructions given to me l>y tli(‘ Supreme 
Government in the first instance, or by rm; to Dr. tierard. 

4. Various individuals who have kept tip a correspondence} with me? since T 
was in Cabool liad addressed me on the* subject of Dr. (leiard’s debts, but it was 
not till I reached Shikarpon? that 1 was brought in dire(‘t contact with the |)arties 
concerned, and as they know no difference* between the word of an ollice r, a ser- 
vant of the British Government, and the Britisli Government itself, llu y claimed 
of me the sums duo, wdiich, at this [>lnee, are two in miniher, one to Moollali 
Julall, amonniing to 1,012 rupee's, and another to Mahomed Sadik of 304 rup'oes, 
making 2,306 j rupees. The total amount diu* in Dera Gliazet^ Khan, Pesliawur, 
Herat, Cabool and Candahar, ineliiding these sums, amounts to Rs, 7A88. 2. 

5. I have no resource, therefore, left to me hut to ])ay tlui debts due at tliis 
place, on my own responsibility, and respectfully submit tin; matter to the con- 
sideration of Government, trusting that, in its liberality, it will authorise me to 
discharge the whole of tliem to the amoun^ above statcal. An ignorant Afghan 
can dnxu no distinction between an official and unofficial ailtliority ; the sanctity 
of our word hashccomoas eurrent as a proverb among them, and in this particular 
instance, so confident were these men, that they refused to accept bonds, saying, 
that the sight of the Governor Gencrars passport and the Avord of . Dr. Gerard 
were sufficient. 

6. I annex copies of the receipts for the money wdiich I liave paid, ami a list of all 
the debts, which 1 have drawn uj) with as much care as I could bestow ; a subject 
which has the double interest of jireserving the name of the Government and the 
character of an officer, Avho w as ever ready to devote himself to its interests. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Alex, Burnes, , 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


Shikarpore, 7 April 1837. 
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List of Dr. Gerardos Debts, 

Balance of 1,200 ducats borrowed at Kandahar of Moollah Julall, and Das- 
samul Shjkapore, .360 ducats - -- -- -- - 

Mahomed Sadik, of Herat, servant to Dr. Gerard, his pay --- 

Moollah Nujub, of Peshawar . - - 

Mollah Riiheein Shah, of Cabool 

Abdool Ali, of Cabool, now at Loodianah - - - - 

Oodoodass Shikarpnree at Deree Ghazee Khan, who has paid the debt of 
Ali Uskiir, at Herat ---------- 

A<dja Oo'^man, of Herat, whose creditors are Shaw, Naih and Hursook, 
bankers, at Delhi - -- -- -- -- - 

Borrowed of Maheediiss to pay Dr. Gerard's servants - - - - 

Moollah Kuireem, of Kandahar - -- -- -- - 


Rs* a. 


1,912 2 

394 - 

800 - 
327 - 
600 - 

680 - 

2,025 - 

250 - 

400 - 


Total - - - Surat Rs. ! 7,188 2 


(signed) Alex. Burnes^ 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


To J!\ IT. Macnaghten, b'sq., Sc'crotary to tho Government of India, 

Fort William. 


Sir, 

I DO myself the honoiir to enclose an original better which I have had the honour 
to receive from Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan of Cabool, a transjation of which I 
lik(^\visc 5 annex, and bf.g that yon \\ill do me the favour of submitting tnc same 
to the Fight Honourable the (jovernor General of India in Council. 

2. The letter ))oars no date, but I venture to believe that the cordial satisfac- 
tion which this Chief (ivinces at tlie deputation of an agent on the j>art of the 
British Government to Cabool, will prove very satishictory to bis Lordship in 
Council. 

I have, &c. 

On the Southern Frontier of (signed) A lea?. Burnes, ^ 

Bhawul Khaifs (.Vmntry, On a Commercial Mission to Cabool. 

18 April 1837. 


To IF. II. Macnag/iten, Ksci , Secretary to the Government of India, 

Fort William. 

Sir, 

1 DO myself the honour to re])ort for the information of the Right Honourable 
the (Governor General of India in Council, that we reached the Daoodpootra 
country on the 18th instant, and were received with a most cordial welcome by 
the officers of Bhawul Khan on his frontier, where boats liad been collected for 
our use for three niontlis past. 

2. The mihmandar appointed by tfie Khan conveyed a message expressive of 
his great anxiety that wc should visit him, and if it were not agreeable, that he 
would repair in person to the banks of tho Chenah at Oocli to receive us ] but 
deeming this to be quite uncalled for, I at once accepted the invifation, and am 
now proceeding to Ahmedpore, which is about 35 coss from the Indus. This will 
also afford an oi)portunity of materially increasing our commercial information. 

3. As circumstances have hitherto prevented Captain Wade from dropping 
down to Mittuncote, I shall not makq any longer stay in this part of the country 
than to receive an answer to the accompanying copy of a letter which I have the 
honour to annex, and which I have transmitted to him express. Meanwhile, 
the important marts of Bahwulpoor and Dera Ghazee Khan are engaging 
attention. 

I have, &c., 

Camp in Bhawul Khan’s Country, (signed) Alex. Burnes, 

25 April 1837. a Commercial Mission to Cabool. 
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To Captain C. A/. JVaiky Political Agent, &c., Loodiaiin. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to notify, for your information, that I have reached Bhawul 
Khan’s country, and now await the arrival of yourself and liieutenant Mackeson, 
to enter upon the sul jccts pointed out in the instructions of the Supreme Govern- 
ment regarding the selection on tlie spot of a place for an entrepot of the Indus 
trade. 

2. Concluding that the visit of Jiis Rxcelltmcy the Commander in ( hief and 
other matters might detain you for some time, we have accepted a very |)ressing 
invitation from Bhawul Khan, delivered to us on his frontier, that all our party 
should visit him at Ahmedpoor, since it will give me time to hear from you, and 
an opportunity of thanking this chief iii p(‘i\son for his civilities, which have been 
unbounded, and also of adding materially to our eonmiereial information. 

3. If any unforeseen eircumstanco prevents my liaving the plea-ure of im'eting 
you, I shall feel obliged by your informing mc' if you have receiva'd any instructions 
from ( alcutta in supersession of those issued on the .‘jtli of 8e}>teml>er last, that I 
may be prepared to give such explanations as are necessary to all the ])arties 
concerned. 


4. In ])iirsiiance of those instructions, I have notifn d to all tlio chiefs and mer- 
chants on tlie Indus up to this j)oint that such a meeting was to take ])lace at 
IVlittnnkoto ; and as it has naturally excited the greatest interest at Shikarpoor 
and other marts, and been to them a solid pro(>f that tlie British Government has 
in earnest taken up the subject of the Indus trade, it is of the first importance to 
keep our faith and word on tin's point; since I cannot hut anticipate the most 
beneficial results to all parties, and to the commerce of the Indus ui general, from 
such a meeting. 

.0. I have forwarded a copy of tliis letter for the information of the Right 
Honourable the Governor General of India in Council. 


Camp in Bhawul Khan’s Country, 
25 April 1837. 


1 have, kc, 

(signed) A. liurnes. 


ITom the Secretary to the Government of India to Captain Burne.s. 

Sir, 

I AM desired by the Governor General of India in Council to ackno\\ ledge the 
receipt of your three letters, dated 2d, 3d, and 7th April 1837. 

2. The Governor General in Council has derived mucli gratification from 
perusing the account you have furnished of the highly flattering manner in which 
you were received by Meer Roostum Khan. It must always be the anxious 
desire of the British Government to conciliate that Ameer, and undoubtedly he 
should be rendered a party to any arrangements that may he entered into involving 
any material change of relations between the British and the Sind Governments, 
and in the event of the ratification of the proposed engagements, the occasional 
resort of the British agent to Bukkur might be directed, and would probably meet 
his views. The apprehension under which he appears to have been labouring at 
the period of your visit seems to have originated in the belief that a treaty, from 
the benefits of which he was excluded, had been actually executed vith Noor 
Mahomed Khan providing for the residence of a British agent at Shikarpoor; but 
for this, as you will have been already inforined, there was no foundation. 

3. You will of course furnish me at your earliest convenience with the intelli- 
gence which may be brought to you by the messenger whom you have sent to 
Candahar, to ascertain the state of afetirs in that quarter. The rumours which 
have reached you correspond in some measure with the authentic intelligence 
recently transmitted to you by the Envoy in Persia, the heads of which have been 
furnished to the Governor General in Council by Colonel Pottinger. 
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4. With reference to your letter of the third mentioned date, I am desired to 
acquaint you that his Lordship in Council, while he thinks it necessary to guard 
against the too easy admission of a veiy objectionable precedent, will not in this 
ease absolutely prohibit the very cautious exercise of your discretion. For the 
sum you have already delivered at Shikarpoor, namely, if*-. 1,912. 2., you are 
authorised to cliargo in a contingent bill ; but it is impossible to admit indiscrimi- 
nately claims upon the British Government wholly unsupported by any voucher. 
Among the list of sums due as given by you, his Lordship in Council observes a 
claim of 800 rupees on account of Mullah N ujeeb of Peshawur. But the validity of 
tliis claim at least seems very doubtful, as you will observe from the accompanying 
copy of a letter to Cai)tain Wade, dated 23d May last, that he was then autho- 
rised to pay to the same individual the sum of 1 ,000 rupees ; and it is impossible 
that all mention of the claim now preferred should at that time hav'e been sup- 
pressed, if it in reality existed. 3 his single case will suflhcietitl^ maik to you the 
necessity of admitting no claim against iJr. Gerard, except upon full inquiry and 
the clearest conviction as well of its validity as of its not having been subsequently 
paid ; and, whilst the Governor General in Council acknowledges the iniportanco 
of sustaining the high opinion, said to exist in these eountrit's, of British honour 
and good faTth, he would guard against the abuses which would assuredly be the 
consequence of a ready adoption ol debts loosely incurred, and the admission of 
claims lightly asserted. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) W. H. Macnagliten. 

Fort William, 22 jMay 1837. 


To (Captain //. liiirnex, on a Mission to Cahool. 

Sir 

1 AM desired by the Right Honourable the Governor General of India^ in 
Council, to acknowiedge the receipt of your letter dated the 25th ultimo, re])orting 
your andval in the Daoodjrooira country, and of yonr having accepted a pressing 
invitation to visit Nawab Blniwul Khan, annexing copy of a letter to Captain 
Wade, regarding the meeting at Mittunkote, and expressing a hope that no 
unforeseen circumstances will jirevcnt it. 

2. In reply, 1 am directed to acquaint you that the Governor General in 
Council entirely approves your acceptance of the Nawab’s invitation. \ou will 
have learned that Captain Wade will unfortunately be prevented from meeting 
you at Mittunkote; but the Governor General in Council trusts, that the object 
to be accomplished at that ])lace will bo satisfactorily attained, notwithstanding 
the unavoidable absence of that officer. 

I have, &c. 

(signed W. II. Macnagliten, 

Fort William, 29 May 1837. Secretary to the Government of India. 


To Captain A. Burnes, on a Mission to Cabool. 

Sir 

I am' desired by the Right Honour.ablc the Governor General of India in 
Council, to acknowledge the receijit of your letter dated the 18th April, 
forwarding a letter, with translation, from the Chief of Cabool, expressive of his 
<>reat satisfaction at receiving an agent deputed by the British Government, a,nd to 
state that the expressions of cordiality with which it abounds are very gratifying 
both as regards yourself individually, and the feelings by which the Ameer is 
animated towards the British Government. 

I have, &c. 

, (signed) IV. IL Macnaghten, 
Fort William, 5 June 1837. Secretary to the Government of India. 
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To W. H. Macnaghteny Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, Fort William. 
Sir, 

In my communication of the 1st instant, from Dora Gliazee Khan, I reported 
that it was my intention to prosecute my voyage without delay to Attok. I had 
already reached Leia, about half way to Dera Ismael Khan, when I received your 
demi-official note of the 14th ultimo, directing me to await at Mittuncote the 
arrival of instructions which would bo despatched in a day or two. 

2. As I am yet distant from the scone of operations in Poshawur, I shall now 
await the orders of Government at Dera Ismael Khan, uiidor the good and 
ostensible plea of inquiring into the extensive commerce carried on by tlie 
Lohanee Afghans, from that mart to Cabool, and I shall thus be close at hand, 
without being amongst the Afghans, or in a situation of embarrassment. 

3. I have not thought it necessary to forward any reports on the late affair at 
Peshawur, since Captain Wade will have kept Government fully apprised of them. 
The Afghans having retired into tho Pass of Khybor, virtually j)uts an end to the 
campaign, since that defile is impervious ; and Dost Mahomed Khan, from what 1 
hoar, is too much satisfied with the moral influence of his late success to injure it 
by pushing matters further; such at least is my information, and such my 
impression. 

4. On rcc(*iving your letter (d* the 10th of April, enclosing a copy of a 
Despatch to His Majesty’s Minister in Persia, and finding myself partly in pos- 
session of the views of the Governor General in Council, regarding the policy 
to be pursued in Afghanistan, I lost no time in replying to Dost Mahomed 
Khan’s unanswered communications then by me, and I now enclose translation of 
the Ameer’s letters, and my reply. 

5. It will be seen that 1 took no notice of the separate enelosnre regarding tlie 
coiitenijdatc^d attack on the 8eiks, for I had not at that tim(‘ reeeiv('d positive 
confirmation of the conflict, and I deemed it more consistent with my instructions 
to answer that document by recurring to the commercial objects which had been 
committed to me. 

6. To the Seiks in attendance with me since the affair at Peshawur has 
transpired, I have expressed the sincorest regret at the existing differences ; and 
when I have occasion to address Dost Mahomed Khan, I shall hold the same 
language. 

I have, &c. 

On the Indus near Leia, (signed) Alex, Barnes, 

8 June 1837. On a Commercial Mission to Cabool. 


No. 1. 

Translation of a Letter from Meer Dost Mahoiped Khan, of (Cabool, to Captain Burnes, 
despatched about the ‘iOlh of April 1837, but without date. 

A. C., 

Your liicndly letter, dated from Hyderabad, in Sinde, reached me in a happy moment. 
It made me very ^lad, as it contained the cheerful tidings of yoiir health: I fully understood 
all its contents. 

The letters which I usually received from the Supreme Government informed me that it 
was intended to appoint one of its officers to sow the seeds of friendship in this country, and 
a letter from Captain Wade intimated to me that you have been dcqmted to this quarter. 

As I am desirous of your agreeable society, I learned this intelligence with the greatest 
pleasure, and it was increased much when 1 heard from yourself. My house is your house, 
and if it pleases God, we shall soon know the secret wishes of each other. 


No. 2. 

Translation of a separate Letter from Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan, enclosed in th/ 

preceding. 

A.C„ 

1 BEG to let you know that I had and have a great desire to make friendsldp with the 
British Government, and to drive the Sikhs from Peshawur, through the advice of that 
Government. 

1 — Sess..2. 
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In thcpe* (lays, Sirdar Haree Singh, Sadh Singh, the brother of Jamadar Khooshial Singh, 
Lehnii Singh (who liave snccei ded Sher Smgh and Tej Singh in Peshawur), though unable 
to keep I^eshavMir itself quiet, came and laid the foundations of a fort in Jamrod, near 
Kliyber. This place belongs to th(‘ Alghans of Khybei, who are mv subjects, consequently they 
complained to my son, Sirdar Mahomed Akbar Kbwn, who, with my permission, uf)poiiited 
S(ane artillery and cavalry to protect those people, and also to level to the ground that new- 
built ibrt ol the Sikhs. 

A month or 40 days since an .iflair occurred in ih * virinity of Peshawur, in which 300 
men and iOO horses from the aimy ot Sirdar Ilaree Singh and the other Sirdars were 
killv'd and wounded. 1 imagiiu* those Sirdars now- repent having erected this fort. 

I think that my son, who lias noi yet. received full orders from me to wage war, will 
fight and wrest the place from the hands tif the Sikhs. If you lake trouble, and come 
quickly, to let mo know the objects of thii Briiish (jloveniment, it will be well. 

(True translation.) 

(signed) Alex, BurneSf 

On a Commercial Mission to Cabool. 


No. 3. 


To the .'\m?er Dost Mahomed Khan, from Captain Bii>nes, dated Dera Ghazee Klian, 

2 June 1837. 


A. C., 


I HAVE been highly gratified with the receipt of twm letters from yon ; one of these 
went to Cnfch Bhooj, which prevented iU being answered, for be assured I am too sensible 
.of your friendly feelings to the Govoinment I serve to dtlay replying lo such a letter, were I 
not fartlier giatified at ihe personal satisfaction which you are pleased to express at my 
deputation to Cabool.* Believe me, I feel sensible of yonr foimer attentions to me, and 
that the (‘‘ murbummiit ”) cond< scension of the Governor General (Farmdn far/nd i 
Hiudmtdn) in sending me to convcise with one so dispos(‘d as you aie, is very great. 

As the business of Government, liow’ever, has reference to opening the Indus and making 
it a safe route for the merchant and trader, 1 have been long delayed in this quarter by the 
talpoors of Sinde and by Rbaw'ul KIran, and yon well know ti nt in the country and bouse 
of friends so faithful as tbe«e, one comes according to inclination ihadut) and goes by 
permission {ijazuf); but I have now' no couris to detain me, and I am this day vetiing out 
on my voyage to Attok, and shall make all speed to leacli Cabuol, and to explain in person 
to you the objecis of the Governor General. From Kola Bagh I shall again address you, 
and I need not say more than that I hope the time may be short which shall withdiaw from 
my eyes the curiam wlrich bides the Bala llissar (»f Cabool. 


(A true translation.) 

(signed) Alex. BurtieSy 

On a Commeicial Mission to Cabool. 


To Captain BurneSy on a Mission to Cabool* 

Sir, 

With reference to niy letter to your address of the 22d May last, I am 
directed to acquaint you that an error has been discovered in the 4th paragraph, 
the Slim which you are authorised to charge in a contingent bill having been 
erroneously entered as Rs, l,9i2. 2., instead of the sum of Rs. 2,306. 2., which is 
the correct amount. 

T have, &c. 


Fort William, 3 July 1837.. (signed) JV, H. Macnaghten, 

Secretary to the Government of India. 


• The letter here alluded to was forwarded on the i8th of April. 
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To W. H. Macnaghtea, Esq., Secretary to tlie Ciovcrnnient of India, 

l^rt William. 


Sir, 

I HAVE tlic honour to report for the information of the Right iJononrable the 
Governor General of India in Council, that we reached Kala Bngh on the Kith 
instant, nnIhcIi is within one degree of latitude from Attok. The downward com- 
munication by the Indus was 0 | eii, and several boats arrived while we >\ere at 
Kala Hagh, but as it was the Inaglit of the swcdl, it Mas more prudent to alloM^ 
Lieutenant Wood singly to examiiK' tliis ])ortion of the river. '^Phat officer has 
alretidy passed Muckud, about on(‘-third of the way up, but it Mill be dilliciilt, I 
imagine, at this sca'^on to reach Attok. 

2. The vicinity of Kala Bagli to Peshauur, by May of Coliat and tlu* right bank 
of the Indus, rendered me anxious to ])rocecd at once to that city, but so limited 
is the power of the Sikhs in this (juarter, tliat they could not emsure us protection. 
I might have addressed Kour Km ruck Sing at reshaM ur to sc'iid an escort to meet 
us, but I found that that personage conhl (udy assist us, il at all, through Sooltan 
Mahomed Khan, and for mans reasons it Mas i-ropm- to deeline sucli aid. l^esides, 
this road has already been travcdbal by Mr. Elpbinston('’s mission. 

It only remained, therefore that Me should ad\anee on Attok by the l(‘ft 
bank, and we quitted Kala Hagli in prosecution of our journey on tin* 22(1. llere 
also the power of the Sikhs is so limiUal that mo are follouing a route (ff) miles 
longer than lh(‘ direct road, as the Maliarajah has no authority over the peo])le 
imriK'diately oii the river. '] he best t(‘st of this ])eing correct is our having imd 
Raja Soojet Sing, Math a force of from <'^’,000 to 10,000 nun and 18 guns, j)ro- 
oeeding by this route to Ka’a Ha di. ^\ (' i*(‘cc'iv(‘d a visit frc/m the Jbija, jirid lu' 
proffered and gave us (‘veav assistance, ]>ut the (‘scort coidd not be prevailed on 
to take tlie direct route to Aitok, and we are following that by Ilassan Abdal. 

4. The object of this forces is to corntiel tlu* Eesa Kliyl (diiel, who holds the right 
bank of the Indus below Kala Bagli for about 40 miies, to pay bis tribute ; and 
the troops after this service, it is said, are ullimatcly d(,‘Stin(Ml tor Biiniioo. It is 
very ap[)arent that tlie lat(‘ atbiir Ix'tween tlu^ Afghan*' and Sikhs at Peshawiir has 
had a prejudicial effect on Sikh intbuMice in this qiiartcu*. Tlu^ pojiulalion sjieak 
out plainly ; it seems very {)rol>al)le that the presence of this force under Soojet 
Sing is simply meant to kecj) under this bad feeding, ami eertainl\ a smaller body ot 
men would find their position at jireseiit but ju'ccarious in this part of the country. 

5. It will bo interesting brieflv to state tlie exact authority of th^‘' Maharaja 
west of tlie Indus. It may be said that he has no jiovver M'hatciver bevoiul the 
plain country being un.ible to exact tiibute, without an armed lorce, from any 
other |)art of it. The Derajat is under complete subjection to him, but from a 
great breach of faith in his resumption of Dera Ismael Khan last year, the jx'Ople 
there arc* heartily disaffected, d hirty miles north of Dera Ismael commenees the 
Eesi Khyl territories, wliich are strong and mountainous. The chief is nowin 
rebellion ; he Mill agree to pay trihuie as far as iIO,OUO rupees, but not to receive 
a detachment of hoiks, the |>arty last year left in Ids country having been 
murdered. Murwut, west of Eesa Kbyl, is also in rebellion. From Tak, a more 
certain but varied tribute is levied. From Bunnoo nothing is procurable but by 
the presence of an army, and nortli of it, to the plain of Peshawur, the country is 
entirely independent. 

G. Under such circumstances it is very satisfactory to report that wc experience 
no obstacles from any party, and pass without molestation. Our position at 
Kala Bagli was singular, for we were within bearing of the drums (nugarus) of the 
hostile parties, while the Sikhs had conducted some of our f^arty up the east bank, 
and the Eesa Khyl Chief was escorting aiioiber portion of it along his side of the 
river, and evinced most marked civility throughout by assisting our eossids in 
passing to and from Cabool, and also by furnishing trackeis for the boats. The 
name of this person is Alimed Khan, a man of whom all the Sikhs even speak 
M'ith respect. He sent his principal persons to me at Kala Bagh Miih a horse 
and camel, but I declined these gilts, though I thanked the man cordially, by 
1 — Sess. 2. H 2 letter, 
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letter, for his attentions, and told him, as tlie best return that I could make, that 
it would be politic for him to conciliate the Maharaja; and, I may observe, that 
however the parties settle their differences, our presence has been to neither 
unsatisfactory. 

7. I am aho happy to report that I have Just received communications from the 
Ameer of Oabool, in reply to my letters addressed to him from Dera Ghazee Khan, 
notifying that he has instructed his son Mahomed Akbar Khan to have us 
escorted through the Khyber Pass to Cabool, and that personage addresses me 
himself that he anxiously awaits our arrival. It is well known that the Khyber 
Pass is of tlie first importance, and through which Nadir Shah could only travel 
by the liberal distribulion of money among the lawless tribes who occupy it. A 
caravan of merchants does not attempt it, and if the Chief of Cabool can really 
protect us tlirough it, it will be a good proof of his power, and a satisfactory 
opportunity of judging precisely as to its strength and importance in war. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) Alexander Burnes^ 

Camp near llassan Abdal, On a Mission to Cabool. 

31 July 1837. 


To Captain A. Barnes, on a Mission to Cabool. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Right Honourable the Governor General of India in 
Council, to acknowledge the receipt of your two letters of the dates and on the 
subjects noted in the margin. * 

2. In reply, I am directed to accpiaint you that the whole of your proceedings, 
and the tenor of your correspondence with Dost Mahomed Khan, are entirely 
approved by his Lordship in Council. 

I have, &c. 

Fort William, (signed) W. II, Alacnaghten, 

31 July 1837. Secretary to the Government of India. 


To W. 11. Macnaghtou Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, 

Fort William. " 

Sir, 

I DO myself the honour to report for the information of the Right Honourable 
the Governor General in Council, the heads of intelliirence which are current at 
this mart, relative to the affairs of Persia and Afghanistan. 

“ 1st. The King of Persia has sent a dress of honour to Sher Mahomed Khan the 
Beglcrbegee of the great Huzara tribe, lying eastward of Herat, requesting him to 
be friendly to the Persian interests. Shah Kamrau, to whom this chief has been 
nominally subject, has been much offended at this gift, and sent a message to the 
Hazara requesting him to be ready with his troops to attack Candahar. 

“ 2d. Shah Kamran has moved forward his artillery to Subzawur on the road to 
Candahar, and is at j)rcsent wdth his troops encamped at Pool i Milan three coss 
from Herat, where he has halted on account of a ru^j|Our that the King of Persia 
is marching on Meshid. 

“ 3d. The Sirdar of Candahar has sent his son Mahomed Sadeek to Grisk, to 
oj)posc Kamran, and the chief and his brothers will advance in person, as soon as 
it is known that Kamran has marched on Candahar.” 

2. It 


• Letter dated 8th June 1837, receipt of notification to await instructions at Mittun 

Kole, and his intention of doing so at Dora Ismael Khan, under the plea of gathering commercial 
'information, stating youi belief that the AfFghans having letired in Khyber, terminates the cam- 
paign at Peshawur, and forwarding copy of correspondence with the Chief of Cabool. Letter dated 
tioth June 1837, reporting that Lieutenant Mackeson, the British agent for the navigation of the 
Indus, has joined you. 
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2 . It is certain that all these rumours are at present current at Shikarpoor, and 
tliat they are in part believed by the merchants, and I report them on the authority 
of a cossid who was in Candaliar 13 days ago. It seems also, that if the King 
of Persia really means to advance on Herat, he must do so in the course of the 
two succeeding months, which is the time of the harvest. Under these circum- 
stances, I yesterday despatched a ])erson to Candahar to ascertain the truth of 
these rumours, and as that city is about eight days’journey for a courier, I hope to 
have the honour of communicating more authentic particulars in the course of 
20 days. 

I liave, &c. 

(signed) A. 

Shirkapoor, 3 Ai)ril 1837. C)n a Mission to Cabool. 


To Captain liurnes. 

Sir, 

On the important commercial objects of tlie mission which has been entrusted 
to you, you have already received full instructions, and by my letter of the 21 st 
November you liave been informed generally of the earm^st Avisli of the (Jovernor 
General in Council for the preservation of p(‘ac(* in tluj countries between India 
and Persia. 

2 . Unhappily it seems probable that that wish will not be realised ; and 
although on the one side the Persian expedition has for a tirm^ been diseomfited, 
and the ambitious .schemes of the Shah seem to bo at present of necessity sus- 
pended, y(‘t its revival is confidently talked of, whilst on the eastern frontier of 
Afghanistan, Dost Mahomed Khan has by imprudent demonstrations and threats 
provoked the Sikhs to extensive preparations, and is in immediate hazard of 
attack from that formidable state. There is no cordiality of folding or unity of 
exertion between him and the (diiefs of Candahar, and, far from endeavouring to 
save himself by measures of conciliation, he seems to be meditating acts of 
aggression .so rash and so violent as to place in jeopardy the very existence of his 
power. 

^^3. It \fill be difficult for his Lordship in (-ouncil from this distance to lay down 
precise rules by which your course must be determin(‘d, amidst the distraction and 
dangers wliich the preceding descrijition indicates, and it will be for yourself to 
decide (and in forming any decision you will have the advantage of advici^ from 
Captain Wade and of communication ivith liim) with what chance of success you 
can further pursue the objects entrusted to you in that quarter. If, as is most 
probable, the Afghan and Sikh force should be in hostile collision, and tlio 
re-establishment of tranquillity, and it any dominaiit influence seem doubtful, it 
will be right that you should not proceed further, and you will consider whether 
your mission may not be suspended, at least for a time, or pursued only by your 
proceeding in the first instance to Candahar. 

4. On the ojher hand, if you should learn that the Sikh and the Afghan armies 
should have but little disposition to advancer, from a consciousness of military 
inferiority on the one side, and|^om the anticipation of difficulty in a mountainous 
and unproductive country on the other, and that a desire has been evinced by both 
the contending parties rather for j)olitical adjustment than for conflict, and that 
without committing your Government to the exercise of direct influence you may 
cither safely act on your original instructions, or perliaps even contribute some- 
thing to the restoration of the ])eace ; in this case, although froTii the information 
at this moment before the Governor General in Council, it is his opinion thq,t it 
would be more prudent to wait and watch the course of events, he will not object 
to your proceeding ; and in this uncertainty I am desired to instruct you, whether 
in Peshawur, in Cabool, or in Candahar, to prosecute the commercial inquiries 
which were pi escribed by your original instructions with extreme caution ; in no 
country to give offence or suspicion to its ruler, and in all to act so as to mark the 

1 Sess. 2 . B 3 anxious 
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anxious desire of the British Government for the i‘cstoration of tranquillity and 
for the establishment of friendly relations ; but in any case in which specific 
political propositions shall be made to you, you will state that you have no autho- 
rity to make replies, but that you will forward them, through Captain Wade, to 
the Government. If ap|)lied to, as you probably may be, for advice by Dost 
Mahomed Khan, in the didiculties by which he is surrounded, you will dissuade 
him fiom insisting in such a crisis from pretensions which he cannot maintain, 
and you will load him, as far as may be in your pow er, to seek and to form arrange- 
ments of n'conciliation for himself with the Sikh sovendgii. 

5. But, beyond commercial information, his Lordship in Council will expect 
to liavc conveyed to him whatever yo i may learn upon the history since the period 
of your last visit, upon the present eoiuli.ion, the internal government, the revenue, 
the military establi^hmeIlt and r« sources, and on the power of the chiefs and the 
disposition of the people in (‘acli country that }oii may visit, and, as far as may be, 
in tlio countries eontiguons ; and you will particularly learn what has been the 
degree ofreet'nt connexion with Persia, and by what agents it has been conducted, 
and vliat would be the probable result of a Persian attack upon Herat. 

G. You will observe (be general f(‘clings tow^ards the British and the Russian 
Governnients, the impression pn'vailing ol tlu' powen* and resources of cither, the 
degree in which the snpj)osition is entertained of an intimate union between the 
Persian and Russian Governments, and in wdiieh that sui)position is likely to liavo 
influence; and you will gather all the information in your jmwer on the commerce 
of Russia, and on the nuaasures ad()])ted by that power with the object of extending 
IkT influence in (Central Asia. 

7. You are aiitiioriscd also, as yon ma\ judge it expedient, to address letters to 
Shah Kaiiiran of Herat, to the King or iVJiuister of Bokhara, and to other chiefs, 
expressing friendship on the part of your Government, and stating to them that 
you are eoine to arrange nn.'asures tor the enconra^nient ot eommerce with India 
where they may be assured that traders from their country will be treated with 
equity and kindness, and you may accompany thes(‘ letters with such presents of 
moderate \aln(? as are likc.iy to be acceptable. 

8. It is desirable that in any journey which )ou may take you should follow a 
different route from that which you adopted in your former travels, but you will 
be particularly cautious not to expose yourself to personal risk. 

9. Yitli a ^iew to the possibility of your advance, credentials, copics^of which 
are enclosed for \ our information, on your lH‘haU, addressed to the Chiefs 
CaI)oo 1 and (^andaliar, are transmitted v\ith this letter. 

10. I am (lesiiod to take this opjairtniiity of fiirnishini.' you with a copy of the 
letter wriltcn on the LMth of .dpril to Captain Wade, relative to an- individual 
named llajee IToosein All Khan. That individual has since solicited permission 
to return to his own country, ami he is about to set out in a day or two, vui 
Hydrabad (in the Dekhan), I'ombay, Cutob, and Sinde. A copy of the commu- 
nication which I made to him on the l.st instii!it, under the instructions of the 
Governor General in Cuuneil, is also sent herewith for your information. JHe 
has not had an interview witli the Governor General, nor, under the suspicious 
which attach to him, lias he received any other attentions than those which are 
duo to an Afghan gentleman who was certainly encouraged to .visit India by 
Mr. Ellis, Ilis Majesty’s Ambassador in Persia. Vou will, of course, communicate, 
for the information of Ids Lordship in Council, particulars that may come to 
your knowledge relative to the individual in question. 

I J . I am further desired to annex, for your information, copy of the instructioaa 
of this date to Captain Wade. 


Fort William. 

15 May 1837. 


I have, &c. 

(signed) W. H, Maenaghtetit 

Secretary to the Government of India. 



CABUL and AlFGHANISiAN. 


15 


'fo IV. //. Macnaghten, E«5q , Soeretary to tho GoveriiTTient India, 

Fort William. 

Sir, 

I HAVE now tho honour to oommuiiioato, for tho information of the Right Honour- 
able tno (governor General of hulia in ( onnoil, flie reply of the Ameer of Cabool to 
my communication from Dera hsmael Khan, as well as a letter from liis secretary, 
Mirza Samad Khan, translations of ])otli of which I aj)pen(l. 

2. In the last of these letters it will, be seen that all doubts as to the appear- 
ance of an elchee from Persia hav(^ been dispelled by his arrival at C’aiidaliar, and 
his reported iiitention of advancing shortly to Cabool along with one of the 
Candahar Sirdars. The same lettcn- states that an embassy had also arrived from 
the King of Bokhara. 

3. The reply of the Ameer of (’abool, it aj)pears to me, is both triendly and satis- 
factory ; but it is very evident that he and his advisers are determined to make 
the most of the presence of an agent of tho British Government. Under eNisting 
circumstances, too, it will be a difficult matter, with tin* presence of agents from 
so many quarters ottering their services, coupled vith the late affair at Peshawar, 
to satisfy Dost Mahomed Khan ; but I shall dwell u[)on the advantage which 
must accrue to him from being tlu^ first of his family who has had pcTsonal com- 
munication with an agent of tlie Rritisli Govermmmt ; the influence it must give 
him, and tho ojiportunity which he now has, by a<‘ting prudently and ( antioiisly, 
to consolidate his i)Ower. 

4. This language may or may not satisfy the Chief of Cabool; and should it 
not, few opportunities have occurred, as it seems to me, more favourable for 
marking, in some decided maiifter to the mughhouring nations, the vi(‘ws of the 
British Government, if it is ever intended to extend our political influence in 
these countries, or make tho late arrangements on tlie Indus a stej) to ulterior 
measures. 

I have, &c, 

(signed) Altxander Hunics, 

Camp at llassan Abdal, On a Mission to Cahool. 

1 August 1837. 


No. 1 . 

Ihanslation of a Letter from Ameer Dost Malu}med Khan, of Cabool, to Captain Durik *:$^ 
received near Hassan Abdal, 3ist July 1837. 

A. C., ♦ 

Your letter from Dera Ismael Khan reached me at a ninst happy thne. I was very 
much delij^hn d to learn from it that yOu eiijov perfect health. You have spoken of the 
battle which took place betweea me and the S kl)'-, and which did not appear to you 
advisable, because of the commercial ends in view. You added also, that commerce 
requires peace and tianqudlity. -You are right, and in tiuth your observations are 
unaDsw< lable ; l)ut, as the proverb runs, if the enemy walU^ to treat, do n<4 turn your 
head; and if he wants to fight, do not pull your rems. What you have written about its 
being lor the good of’ both Governments (8iklis and Afghans) to make peace, 1 have been 
long thinking the same, and have kept every busmens iinsettltd. in tho hope of your 
immediate arrival ; but in the meantime, a .serious matter, which must have reached your 
fiom every quarter, took place; viz., 8irdar Unvee 8ingh erecting lurts in the district of 
Peshawur, which caused the Ghazees, or champions of the faitli, to assemble. Although 
I wrote to him many letters of friendly advice, he filled Ins ears with cotton, and never 
alter ded to them. 1 also learned from Captain Wade's letter, that th.e^iidai had built the 
fort without the sanction of his superior (the Maharaja). At Ia>t, on his building a fort in 
Jarnrood, which is the abode of the Khybaree Afghans, they saw no remedy but resist- 
ance, and laid all their grievances b-fore me. After a long and careful deliberation, it 
appearH impossible to settle the Uffair but by war, and I gave a hint to my son, Mahi.med 
r— Sess. 2. BA Akbar 
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Akbar Khan, who obeyed, £yid what he did is done. You have, of course, since received 
every particular of the case from Mirza Abdul Samad Khan. On your arrival at Dera 
Ismael Khan, both armies immediately withdrew to their own stations without hesitation; 
and be assured that everything; is right. Whatever ygu may advi>e for the welfare of the 
Government, it will never be departed from. Write to me without fail, day by day, until we 
meet each other. 


(A true translation.) 

(signed) Alexander Barnes y 

On a Missiim to Cabool. 


No. 2. 

Translation of a Letter from Mirza Abdul Samad Khan, the Secretary of Dost Mahomed 
Khan, to Captain Barnes ; received on the same day. 

A. C., 

I SENT a letter to you from J alalabad, which I hope will have reached you, on hearing 
that Now Nahal Singh and Hajah Diban Singh had returned to Lahore, and left about 
20,000 troops, under some Sirdars, to protect Peshawur. The Ameer also summoned to 
Cabool Sirdar Maliomed Akbar Khan, Nawab Jabhar Khan, Sirdar Mahomed Usman 
Khan, and Shuja Ud Doulah Khan. The Sirdar has given very strict orders to Assajan Khan, 
of Julalabad, to proceed and welcome you in the mouth of the Khyber Pass, and conduct 
you from thence, with distinction, to Cabool. 

I am now at Jugdaluk, on my way to Cabool; and I learn from letters just received that 
one of the Sirdars is coming from Candahar to Cabool, and tliat the Persian elchee has 
arrived there, and is also expected very soon at Cabool. Before this, an elchee had arrived 
from the King of Bokhara; but I think the Ameer will pay no attention whatever to the 
objects of any of them until yon reach Cabool. When you come, the Ameer will do as 
you advise. Since peace is re-established, and every person is comfortable, and the weather 
agreeable, all look Out anxiously for you. Come as quick as you can. 

(A true translation.) 

(signed) Alexander Hurnesy 

On a Mission lo Cabool. 




To ir. H, Macnaghten, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, 

Fort William. 


Sir, 

I HAVE now the honour to report that we crossed the Indus at Attok on the 
8th instant, and entered this city on the I3th, where we have been received with 
marked distinction and honour by Kurruck Sing, the Chevalier Avitabile, and all 
the officers of Maharaja Runjeet Sing. ^ 

2. It is now my intention to set out for Cabool on the morning of the 28th, 
and enter the deftle of Khyber the following day, through whiclf the party ’ is to 
be escorted by all the chiefs of these mountains. 

3. Of this territory I have only to report to his Lordship in Council that it is 
a complete drain on the finances of the Maharaja, ^irom which, if I have rightly 
caught the spirit of his people, his Highness would now willingly withdraw ; and 
I should not be surprised that he shortly made a direct offer to fall back on the 
arrangements preceding 1833, by which Sooltan Mahomed Klian, and his brothers, 
would be left to govern Peshawar, rendering tribute to Lahore. There is a facility 
in this arrangement, since I have hewd strong assurances that the Chief of Cabool 
would readily acquiesce in it* but on this I cannot at present speak with 
precision. 

4. Sooltan Mahomed Khan and his family have sought anxiously to interest me 
in their behalf, but beyond expressions of sympathy at their misfortunes, and hopes 
that circumstances may again restore them to authority, I have, I think, parried 

their 
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theif request. Sooltiii Mahomed Klian has not concealed from me his diflereneea 
with bis brother of Caboo^ and his opinions of being able to injure him bv means 
of Ruiijeet Sing ; but in these sentiments I only recognise tlie homage he pays to 
the gi'eater strengih of the chief of Cabool. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) A/rx. Bitrnes, 

Peshawur, 22 August 1837. On a-JMissioii to Cabool. 


To // . //. Macnaghtm^ Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, 

Fort ^Villiam. 


Sir, 


I HAVE the liorionr to report that we quitted Peshawur yesterday morning, and 
are now emvanqied on the scene of the late conflict between the\Siklis and Afghans, 
where the rulei* of the Punjab is actively engaged in erecting a fort ; w'e only await 
the arrival of Dost Maliorned KhaiFs otlicers to enter the defile of Khyber. 


2. In my communication of the 22d instant I reported the courteous rece])tioii 
we had met with in Pesl)awur. It continued to the last, and in cmn[)any with 
Koiir Kurruck Sing we were conducted to see the fort of Pesliawiir, ami had 
reviews of th(^ n'gular and irregular troops composing the garrison. The force 
at present amounts to 4G guns, 250 camel swivels, 14 battalions, and about 
20,000 irregular cavalry; and the efiicieney of the body does great erodit to tho 
Maharaja and his otHcers. 


3. Up to the 26th instant all my intcrconi-se with the Seik authorities was 
confined to mere ceremony and expression of friemdship, but on that day I "as 
invited, with all the party, to hold a private conference with Kour Kurruck Sing. 
The prince himself is imbecile, and (|uit(‘ incomj;etem to ke(‘p np even (‘ommoii 
conversation, hut lie' was attended by .fernadar Kooshial Sing, Sii’dar Attar Sing 
Sindewala, Lena Sing, Sham Sing, and other iktsoiis of rank. 

4. The j)rinee staled that he had had a letter from his father which lie wislu'cl 
to make known to me ; and his advisers proceed(‘d to slate, that the Maharaja had 
instructed him to ask rno, what wore tin* precise views of the British (iovernineiit 
in dejiuting me to Ckibool. 1 immediately nqdied by recurring to all oiir late 
arrangements for opening tlic* Indus, and stated that we had found(^d that imvisuro 
on the good nndc'rstandiiig betwetm tlu‘ Maharaja and the British Cioveriiment, 
and that, with his Ifigliiu'sss permission, we had now minutely examined tlio 
Indus to Attok, and tliat my further Jouriiey w(‘stward Iiad relerencc to working 
out the benefits to be derived from this ext(*nsive water communication. These, 
said I, were the views contemplated by the Right Honourable the Governor 
General in (V)uncil, when 1 was first deput(*d to these countries ; but I concluded 
that the question now put from the Maliaraja, had arisen from the late collision 
of his troops with those of Dost Mahomed Khan. 


5. The prince and his advisers of course admitted at once that it was this 
which had given rise to anxiety, and slated that there was no comparison between 
tho forces of tlie Ameer ot'Gabool and their master ; that the late affair of Jumrood 
was not a vict^pry, hut a mere surprise, and that the Maharaja would have subse- 
quently marched to .lullalabad and captured it, but for the approach of a mission 
from the British Government, whose friemlship Maliaraja Ilunjeet Singh ardently 
desired, and the dread of offending Avhich had kept him in position at Peshawur. 

6. In answer to these observations, I stated that the Britisli fiovernment, 
thougli it anxiously wished to see peace on its frontiers, and desjiaired of turning 
the navigation of the Indus to advantage without it, had yet no desire to unneces- 
sarily mix itself up with those nnfortmjate differences; and that I had (leiaveft at 
Dera Ismael Khan, by orders of the Governor Gcner.d, so long as w«ir raged, and 
only now’ .advanced since peace seemed to be restored ; that I would set out for 
Cabool in a few days, and I could assure the Prince and his advisers, for tlie 
Maharaja’s information, that .the friciulsliip between him and the BritiNli (iovern- 
meiit would not be diminished by any proceedings in that country, and that the 

I Sess. 2. C report 
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1 C]K)!' of tlu‘ distinction witli wliich I had been received here would soon be 
ciinent there ; that the Oliiet ol Cabool would know' I’rom various quarters, and 
from myself, that 1 liad left the door of the son of the ruler of the Punjab with 
a (leclaralio)i that the Hritisli Cioverimient had not authorised me to enter on any 
subject which ini;'lit pr(»\e prejudicial to the oood understanding which had so 
long and hap])ily existed between it and Maharaja Runjeet Sing. Tliese senti- 
ments, in which 1 liope I have embodied the views of the Government of India, 
gave; considerable satisfaction, and at the request of Kour Kurruck Sing, I 
addresse(l a letter to tlu^ Maharaja expressive of mv thanks lor his honoured treat- 
ment, and stating also tint li(‘ wouhl hear wdiat had i)assed on the subject of his 
messag(i from his son. 

7. After the adhirs of C’abuol liad been goiu' through, [hr demadar Keshal Sing 
turned the conversation upon Sin(l{\ on which it appeared also the Maharaja 
wanted jnfoi’iualion, coming as we hart doiie jVoiii tlial country. I was not slow to 
avail myo'il of the (qjjMirt unity, and exjdained clearly that our object in cstal)- 
lishing arj aginit in Sindc was to give due efietd to all our arrangements rcganliiig 
the navigation of the Indus, which had been liitherto clogged for u ant of a resident 
oHicer in that country ; and that with reference to our iiaving procured nossession 
of Shikarpoor, whicli w'as currently rnnionred, I begged to contradict it, and to 
assure the Maharaja, through his sou and his advisers, that our objects were not 
territorial aggrandizement (U* the j)ossession of Shikarpoor, but the establish men r, 
of such an iufliumce along the river Indus as would give confidence to the com* 
inunity, who could not be expected to embark in commercial 8])ecnlations when 
war and the disorders consequent upon it ini])ended. 

I have, &c. 

. (signed) Ain\ Hurncs, 

Lamp at Jiimrood, 31 August 1837. On a Mission to Cabooi. 


3'() W. IL Macndghtcn, I’lsq., Secretary to the Government of India, 

Fort William. 


Sir, 

I NOW (io myself the honour to report, for the information of the Right 
Honourable th(‘ Governor (leneral of India in Council, that we entered the 
defile of Khyl)er on the morning of the 2d, have passed in perf(‘(‘t salety through 
it, and are now' enenmped on the banks of the river of (Jabool, in tin' dominions 
of Dost Mahomed Khan. 


2. Tlie (‘ireum^Uinec's under which we crossed this great road deserve mention. 
SoiiK' inisealenlation as to the date of our arrival, on the part of Dost Mahomed 
Khan's oflieiTs, prevented their coming to the mouth of the pass of Khyber, 
and 1 entered the defile without any protection but the Kliyberet's themselves. 
3 hey escorted us safely, and even in the confusion vvbieh etisued in the pass 
(whieh runs in tlu‘ bed of a river) when unexpectedly overflowed by a torrent, 
they resisted all tem])tati()ns to plunder. In the last half of the pass we won' 
joined by Dost Mahomed Kliau’s officers and troops. 

3. From inquiries instituted on the spot, I do not doubt but this great com- 
mercial road could be thrown open by an arrangement with the diffijrent Khyber 
eliicfs. In the time of the Moghul emperors they were kept in regular pay, 
and the scale of transit duties which they now produced to me, and by which 
they are willing to be guided, was by no means exorbitant. On reaching 
Cabool, 1 shall state these views to Ameer Dost Mahomed Klian, to whom the 
Khyberecs do certainly at j)resent owe or affect allegiance, and see if an end so 
desirabh' cannot be accomplij?hed. 

4. It is a very curious cireumstance in the history of the commerce of these 
countries, that the roads from this to India are shut up, perhaps in a greater 
degree, in consequence of the exorbitant custom-house exactions of Maharaja 
Runjeet Sing, than of the needy mountaineers west of the Indus ; and if that 
great man could have his mind turned to the improyement of his internal 

econom} , 
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economy, it mij^ht \vithdraw him from schemes of conquest and ambition, and 
would indubitably contribute to the peace and j)rosperity of the (*oiiiitries on the 
British frontier, and the welh being of all parties. 

1 have, &c. 

( amp at Duka, (signed) A/cd\ Bnnics^ 

4 September 183/. On a Mission to Cabool. 


To TF. //. AfdciuKfhtcn, Esq., S(‘cretary to the Government of India, 

Fort W illiam. 

1 DO myself the lionour to submit, for the information of the Right Ilonour- 
able the (h)vernor General of India in (’ouneil, a n'port on th(‘ ])olitical po\v(‘r 
of the Sikhs v^est^vard of the Indus, which at th(‘ presiait time may prove 
interesting to his Lordship in (Council, when this maqhhourhood engages 
attention. 

I Jiave, &(!. 

(■amp, near Jalalabad, (signed) Alc.r. Biirnc^^, 

8 September 1837. On a Mission to (.’abool. 


On th(* Folitical Power of the Sikhs beyond the Imhts. 

By C^>tain Btirnes, 

Outline of Sikh Power West of the Indus, 

THKDower of the Sikhs westward of the Indus may be said to be liontim'd to 
the plafn country. It can only be enforced in the mountains by the presen 
of an army, and in some of the hilly tracts, even bordering on the river, the 
Mahomedans suecc'ssfully resist it. JJu* strength of tluJr country, and not 
their power, enaljles them to cope with Maharaja Runjeet Singli. Tin* low 
country, on the other hand, is under complete subjection to Lahore, the De- 
rajat without the presence' of a regular force, which is, however, neec^ssary in 
the plain of l^eshavvur. For six degrees of latitude, from 34“ 3tf north, down 
to 28“ 30', or tin* frontiers of Sinde, the Sikhs have either possession of the 
country west of the river, or ex(’reise some kind of influence ov(‘r it. An 
enumeration in detail of the (*ondition of the difterent ))etty states will best 
bear out these observatioms. 


Poyndu Khan of PnJdcc, 

2. The most northern territory with which Runjeet Sing has been brought 
into collision west of the Indus is that of Poyndu Khan Turnowlcej a Moghul 
by descent. 

The possessions of this chief consisted of a small but rich tract of country 
eastward of the Abooseen (so the Indus is here (tailed) in puklee, yielifing 
yearly about a lac of rupees. Of this the Sikhs have deprived him. lie yet 
holds the fort of Chuttoorbye, on an island in the Indus, about 10 miles north 
of Derbund, and a country of about 240 square miles on the we.st bank. From 
tins tract the Seiks draw no tribute, and even on the east bank they hold their 
possession with difficulty, Poyndu Khan making continual forays across thh 
river, and carrying off prisoners, on whose ransom he supports himself and his 
people. He has about 500 horse, and keeps up about 2,000 infantry, most of 
whom are natives of Ilindoostaii. These were drawn into this country by the 
fanatic Syud Ahmed, who was slain by the Seiks in 1831. 

c 2 
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Sit tana. 

3. Succeeding Poyndu Khan’s country, and below Derbund, lies the district 
of Sitlana, al)out 1 5 miles north of Torbaila. It is held, with a very small 
tract, by Syud Akbar, a holy man, who is much revered by the Mahomedans in 
this country. lie has no tribute to pay to the Sikhs, nor are he or his few 
subjects molested by them.* 


Euzoofzijea. 

4. Helow these petty districts, and in from them, lie the territories of the 
Euzoof/yes, a numerous and powerful tribe of Afghans, whom the Sikhs 
control by retaining a regular force cantoned in the ])laiu country, north of 
Attok, belwecai tlic Indus and river of Cabool. This body is protected from 
surprise by Taiigeera, a fort of some strength, built on the north bank of the 
river of Cabool, about five miles from where it falls into the Indus. The Eu- 
soof/.yes are the tribe from whic^li the ruler of l..aliore experieuced so much 
opposition in his approaches 0 !i Pcfeliawur, and with whom some of his most 
sanguinary conflicts have taken p]a(a\ Tlie Late Sirdar Huree Sing, who has 
just falhai in the battle of Jumrood, was in. the habit of making yearly incur- 
sions among the FiU/oofzyes, bniaiing their villages and crops, and demanding 
hors('s, &c. in tribute'. At different times he has destroyed the villages of Topee, 
Minee, Kota, Moonara and Reeree, which belong to the Otmanzye Eiizoofzyes. 
From those he used to exact about 60 horses; but two years since, by mutual 
agreement, a tax of four rupees per house was fixed in lieu of every demand. 
This is, howevcT, only reiid(Ted to the force which overawes them. The sum 
realised sometimes amounts to 00,000 rnpi'cs. 'Phe principal person among 
the Eiizoofzyes is Futtih Khan, chief of Punjtar, whose territories to the west 
are bounded by Swat and Ihishtnuggur. He has about 1,500 foot and 200 
horse, bc'sides village (Ooloosec) troops. He has sent horses and hawks to the 
Sikhs, but pays no regular tribute.'!* lie will not allow an agent of the Sikhs 
to enter his country. H(‘ has greater incai.s of resisting than his more southern 
neighbours. 


Plain of Pcshazvur. 

F). The plain of Pesbawiir is the most northern actual comiuest of the Sikhs 
west of the Indus. For many years it yielded an annual tribute of horses and 
ri(*e U) Lahore ; but in 1834, when the ex-King Shah Sbcoja-ooFMonlk made 
the attempt to recover h s kingdom, by an attack on Candahar, Runjeet Sing 
seized u’pon Peshawar, and has since retained it. It is stated that the iVIa- 
haraj i’s design in seizing Peshawur was to counteract tlic power of the Shah, 
should h(‘ re-establish himsilf on bis throne; but there is more reason to 
believe that bis Ibresight did not extend thus far, and that Sirdar Huree Sing, 
from a long re.sid(aice on tlie Aftok, and incessant wars with the Mahomedans, 
urged him to the step, and succeeded against his own better judgment. The 
policy of the conquest was always dubious, and has-beeii throughout a source of 
much anxiety, arid latterly a cause of disaster, and the loss of Sirdar Huree 
Sing’s life. Previous to its conquest, Pesbawur was held by a branch of the 
Barukzye family under Sooltan Mohomed Khan and his brothers, who realised 
a yearly revenue of upwards of eight lacs of rupees. I'he assessment under 
Lahore amounted to 10 lacs, and this sum has since been realised by the 
French officer (M. Avitabilej who fixed it. A small portion of it, however, 
reaches the coffers of the Sikhs, for at the present time Sooltan Mohomed 
Khan, and his brothers, possess jagheers to the amount of four and a half lacs 


* Lieutenant Leech ascended the right hank of the Indm opposite to Derbund, and to him 1 tm 
indebted for these particulars. 

f An agent of this chief mailed upon me with a letter, tcndcrin|f his master s allegtnnce to the 
British Govtrnmtnt, and otftf ing to pay the usual iribute. Finding his country adjoined ICalhriit4t», 
1 made tome ii.quiiies regarding it; and the agent immediately olfered to.eomumte the tribute of 
iiorses into one of young Kafhrs, thinking the change of terms would be more acceptable ! 



CABUL AND AFFGIIANISTAN. 


3 


of rupees, and hold Cohat, Ilushtnu^gur and the Doaba, the rieliest portion of 
the plain. The country of the Kluileels, yielding about a lac ot rupees, is 
entirely deserted ; and that of the Moniunds, \\hieh is nearly as valuable, is 
only half cultivated. Six out often lacs are thus expended ; and, besides these, 
lands are alienated to religious persons, and a large garrison is kept up at 
Peshawur, and much additional expense is incurred, so that Peshawur is a drain 
on thetiuances of the I^ahore state, with the additional disadvantage of being 
so situated as to lead the Sikhs into constant collision with desperate enemies, 
who are only powerless because they want money. In the city of Peshawur, 
the Sikhs have built a fort on the site of Bala His.-ar. It is stmng, and in the 
late war afforded protection to the wealthier inhabitants. Tlu^ have also 
sought to strengthen their position by erecting a new^ fort, called Fmtehghur, 
near Jamrood, opposite the Kliyber Pass. It is a scjuare ot about 300 yards, 
protecting an octagonal fort, in the centre of winch is a hTty mass of building 
eoinmaiiding the surrounding country. This fort is de})en(lent on the mountain 
streams for its water, which the Afghans can and do dam np. A well, how- 
ever, has been sunk, but at a depth of 1/0 feet water has not beim found, but from 
indications in the soil may be e\peet(‘d. With this defence, the position will 
1)0 a troublesome one; for the Afreedees and Khyberet's consider it meritorious 
to injure the Sikhs, and during two days that we halted at it, drove off a 
herd of camels, and murdered two Sikhs, who had gout' a eoupli'. of miles from 
camp. 


Khuttuhs and Saf/rces. 

6. Between the plain of Peshawur and the Salt Range at Kala Bagh, lies the 
country of the Khnttuks and Sagree Afghans. Th(^ Khnttuks are divid(‘d into 
the petty ehiefships of Acora and Teree. Acora lies east of the j)lain of Peshawur, 
on tlie river of Cabool ; audits chief, llussan Khan, serves the Sikhs, and is per- 
mitted to hold his country in eons(^quenee. The Khnttuks of Acora, who live 
in the hills, are not however subject to Kunjeet Sing. The soutiiern division, 
under the chief of Teree, is able to ass(‘rt his independenee, in so far as that he 
refuses to pay a direct tribute, though he acknowledges the su))rema(!y of Sooltan 
Mahomed Khan, who is but a servant of the Sikhs. \\'h(*ii Peshawur fell first 
into the hands of Runjeet Sing, he stationed a Sikh offic'cr in ( ’ohat and Bun- 
gush, but he found it next to inif)0S8ihle to manage the eountry directly under 
himself, and has since wisely confided it to the ex-(‘hief of Peshawur. By this 
means a small tribute of about 1,000 rupees per annum is drawn from Teree, 
in the plain of Bungu.sh, which lii s westward of th(‘ Klnittuk eountry. Below 
the Kliuttaks lie the Siigr(‘e Patans, a tribe entirely ind(‘j)end(ait of the Sikhs. 
They hohl the country on the w(*st hank for nearly 30 miles above Kala Bagh, 
and also possess it on the opposite hank as high as the ])lain eommencing at 
Ilassan Ahdal. They are shejrhenls, and ha\e iiuinerons fiucks. From Attok to 
Kalahagh, it will therefore be seen that the Sikhs liave little or no pow(T along 
the line of the Indus. The inhabitants, during the last eanij)aign, resisted the 
ascent of boats from Kala Bagh to construct the bridge of boats, till Sooltan 
Mahomed Khan interceded ; and had the Sikhs met with further reverses at 
Jumrood, the Khuttuks were ready to attack them on their retreat to Attok, 
as they passed the dc^file of Geedur Gullee.^ The number of the Khuttuk tribe 
is variously stated at (i.OOO and 8,000 armed men. 


Kala Bagh. 


7. The town of Kala Bagh, so famous for its rock salt, is subject to Runjeet 
Singh, but held by a native malik, or chief, who pays 10,000 rupees yearly to 
Lahore, though he collected 32,000. The situation of the malik is very unsatis- 
factory, for he is surrounded on all sides by the enemies of the Sikhs, with 
whom fie is obliged to live on friendly terms, that they may not injure him 
when the Sikh troops are withdrawn. Kala Bagh is an important position ^to 
the Maharaja, as it is here that he crosses his army to make inroads and levy 

tribute 


• Lieutenant Wood passed through, ihe country of the Khuttuks and Sagrees, and on his auihority* 
I am enabled to state the precise condition of tins tract. 
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tribute upon the tribes, which we shall pr(^sently speak of. The subjection of 
Kala Bagii is oomplct(\ 


Kesakhyl. 

8. Following the course of the Indus is the country of the Eesakhyl Afghans, 
which extends to within :h) miles of the province of Dera Ismael Khan. It is 
a strong and mountainous strip of land, and in its valle}'s finely watered and 
well peopled. The Siklis have, however, approached it from P.aharpoor on the 
south, and also from Kaia 13agh, and exact pretty regularly a' tribute of .34,000 
rupees per annum. To enforce their authorit}' a detachment was la.st year 
stationed in the country ; but the whole party were massaiux'd during a rise 
of the population ; and the present chief, Ahmed Khan, who has the character 
of a humane and good man, has resisted all attemirts to replace the detachment, 
though he acknowledges allegiance to Lahore, and agrees to pay his tribute. 
The mountains of Eesakhyl and Khussoor rise so abruptly from the Indus, that 
but for the access to this country on other sides, it migiit make successful 
rc-sistance ; and the latest intelligence from this neighbourhood reports that the 
Eesakhyl are to be left to govern themselves without a garrison, if they pay 
their tribute. 


liunnoo. 

9. In from Eesakhyl lies the district of Bunnoo, intersected by the Koorum 
River, which renders it rich and fertile, and excites the cupidity of the Sikhs. 
The Lahore troops have frequently entered Bunnoo, and did so last year, 
exacting tribute from it of a lac of rupees. They receive nothing without 
a large force, and one is generally sent every second y(\ar. In the times of the 
kings, Bunnoo paid a yearly tribute of 1 lac and 40,000 rupees ; and the 
flatness of the country will always enable the most powerful chief in the neigli- 
bourhood to exact something from it. The Sikhs have no troops in Bunnoo, 
and enter it by the village of Lukhee. 

Murwut. 

10. South of Bunnoo lies Murwut. A tribute of 28,000 rupees is exacted 
from this district ; but, as in Bunnoo, an armed force is necessary. It is 
a country rich in grain, which is sent down the Indus to Dera Ismael Khan. 


Tak. 

11. The district of 'fak adjoins the province of Dora Ismael Khan, and, being 
partly in the i)lains, is now held subje(!t to Lahore. At present it forms part 
of the jaghcer of No Nihal Sing, and is farmed for 1 lac and 20,000 rupees ; 
but the amount realised is varying, though certain, a Sikh force being located 
in the country. , The chiefs for some years paid a tribute of 100 camels and 
25,000 rupees; but they have now left the country and fled to Cabool. The 
only enemies of which the Sikhs here stand in awe are the Wuzeerees, a 
barbarous tribe of Afghans who inhabit the mountains to the westward, and 
sometimes descend and plunder in the low country. 


Dera Isnincl Khan. 

« 

12. The next tract we come uj)on in descending the Indus, is Dera Ismael 
Khan, which formed one of tlie governments of the Dooranees. It was taken 
permanent possession of last year by the Sikhs, and assigned as a jagheer to 
No Nihal Sing, the grandson of the Maharaja. The breacli of faith in seizing 
it renders the Sikh administ;’ation very unpopular ; for on the conquest of 
iVIankaira, east of the Indus, the ruler of Lahore assigned Dera Ismael Khan in 
perpetuity to the Nawab, after a brave and memorable defence. Its revenue 
exceeds 4i lacs of rupees, which is drawn from the town itself to Paharpoor » 
north, Kaheree south, and Drai)und west, including Kolaichee, Koye, and the 
tribute of liesakhyl. The ex-ruler is pensioned on 60,000 rupees a year, and. 
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as the following statement will show, but half the balance reaches the young 
prince : — 




Rs. 

Net Revenue of Dera Ismael Khan . _ - - - 

- 

4,25,000 

^ Expenses. 

Rs, 


Pension to the Kx-Na\vab 

.50,000 ‘ 


Poyntlii Khan lor - - - 100 h.orse . . . - 

28,000 


riviit Oollah tor - - - ditto - 

16,000 


Ilu^n Khan for - - - uo ditto - - - - - 

20,000 


Asliik Khan for - - - 67 ditto - - - - - 

18,200 


Sikinjdcr Khan for - - - ‘24 ditto - - - - - 

8,000 


Lukmce Mul for - - - 2.5 ditto - - - - - 

9,000 


Number of Horse, 3.31. 



J AO H EE us. 

i 


Euttih Sing Mluin - -- -- -- - 

I 

1 10,000 


Juggnt Sing - -- -- -- -- 

1 17,000 


Bye Seik - - - -j- 

5,000 


Managing Dcwaii - -- -- -- - 

14,000 


Alms - -- -- -- -- - 

10,000 


Net Expenses ------ 

- 

1 

2,06,200 

Recrii>ts. 



Taxes from Kaheree to Eesakhyl - - - - - 

1,50,000 


Town duties from Paharpoor, Dera Ismael, &c., estimated at 

60,000 


Net Receipts ------ 

- 

2,18,000 

'Fotal - 

- - Us. 

4,25,000 


The seizure of Dera Ismael Kliau, it is stated, has been urged upon th<! 
Maharaja to strengthen his position in Peshawur, but the places have no con- 
nexion with one another, and are sej)aratcd hy the Khuttuk country, whicli is 
impervious to any I’orce but a large one, though a gun road passes through it. 
The Lahore cliief will have no difficulty in retaining Dera Ismael Kban, for tlu‘ 
people are less warlike than their neighbours, and a great portion of tin' 
inhabitants arc addicted to commerce, and have an interest in the peace and 
traiicpiilliiy of the coiintrs . 


Dera Ghazee Khan. 

Soutli of Dera Ismael Khan lies the large tract of Dera Gbazee Khan, which 
extends as far we.st as the mountains, and along the Indus to Snide. These 
two provinces are generally known by the name of Derajat. Dera Ghazee 
Khan was conquen d by the Sikhs about 25 years ago, but it was not their 
policy at that time to hold any permanent possession westward of the Indus, 
and it was farmed to the chief of Bhawalpoor, who mismanaged it grossly till 
it was resumed in 1832. It has since become a most nourishing territory, for 
which M. Ventura may claim every credit. Below Kalurec tiie districts of 
Guniirig, Saugur, Dena, and Hurrund Dajil succeed each other, extending south 
of Mittun, and are richly watered by numerous streamlets from the hills, the 
principal of which are the Goomul, Rumul, Vahoor, Sungur, and Shoree. 
These, with the strip of Jaqd on the east bank of the htdus, called Cuchee, now 
yield a revenue of 8 i or 9 lacs of inipeea. The amount would be much greater 
1 — Sess. 2 . c 4 if 
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if a money tribute were not exacted in room of a g^rain one, which distresses 
the cultivators. Sikh authority is established to the base of the hills ; and the 
mountaineers, the Stooreeanees, &c,, even pay for the lands which they are 
allowed to cultivate in the low country. The only turbulent portion of this 
tract lies to the south, near Hurrund and Dagil, which are acquisitions from 
the Brahooees of a la te date, and being molested by the Doomkees, Muzarees, &c., 
require a watchful eye. Otherwise, |t;he Sikh rule is paramount in this country ; 
their Grunth, or hrdy book, is placed in mosques and sometimes in temples built 
for it ; the cow is a sacred animal, and no Mahomedan raises his voice in 
praying to his God, the clearest proofs of conquest ; but at the same time, an 
interference so impolitic that on the slightest reverse westward of the Indus, 
the subdued and sullen population are ready to rise cn irume upon the invaders 
of their soil, whoso position for a portion of every season is farther endangered 
by the inundation of the Indus, during which it cannot be bridged, and is with 
difficulty passed by an army. 

(signed) Alex, Biirnes, 

Camp on the C^abool River, On a Mission to Cabool. 

near Julalabad, 8 September 1837* 


To /P\ H, Macnaghten^ Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, 

Fort William. 

Sir, 

I NOW proceed to lay before the Right Honourable the Governor General in 
Council a report on the recent intercourse of Candahar with Russia and Persia, 
founded on documents and information which I consider authentic. 

2. Jmniediately on tlu^ receipt of tlie despatches from our ambassador in 
Persia at Dera Gliazee Khan, in June last, I despatched a messenger to Can- 
dahar to inqiiirt‘ into the state of affairs there, that I might neutralise, as far as 
was then in my power, the results which might flow fnnn the arrival of a Persian 
elcliee at that city. I addressed the chief of ( 'andahar (Khan Dil Khan) and his 
two brothers, and made known to them the views contemplated by his Lord- 
ship in Council by my di'putation west ofilhe Indus. I availed myself of this 
op|)C)rtmiity to s(!ek [^from private correspondents^ an account of the state of 
adairs in that country, and iny messengers returned yesterday. 

3. Th(' principal chief of (.'andahar was absent when the courier arrived, but 
his brother Ibihim Dil and Meer Dil Khan have forwarded to me letters, expres- 
sive of their highest satisfaction at the prospect of meeting an agent of the 
British Government, and the reply of their elder brother is promised imme- 
diately on his return to the city, llow far these professions of satisfaction tally 
with what is hereafter given, his Lordship in Council will be best able to judge. 

t. My private correspondents narrate, in circumstantial detail, the whole 
affair of the Persian elclu'c’s arrival, reception and treatment, as well as the 
fullest particulars regarding the change of presents and letters between the chief 
of Candahar and tlie Russian ambassador at d ehran. 

5. The foundation of the intercourse between Candahar and Russia is to be 
traced to Abbas Khan, the son of the shater bashec of Shah Karnran, who fled 
from Herat to Tehran about two years ago, and became at that capital the 
guest of life Russian ambassador, |[from whom he received pay.’*] 

6. Ahlias Khan, possessing some influence with the chiefs of Candahar, sent 
a secret message to tliem by his servant Mcer Mahomined, suggesting that it 
would be gn atly to their adveantage if they addressed the Russian minister at 
Tehran, and they aceordingly charged T(*j Mahomed Khan, an envoy whom 
they had deputed to the Sluli of Persia with a letter to the Russian ambassador, 
the eontemts of wliich were as follows : 

“ That the sirdars of Candahar were sincerely anxious to enter into a friendly 
conn( xion with Russia, as family difl’erences had long existed among them, and 

ill 


[This fact is stated by Mr. McNeill in a private letter to myself.] 
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in consequence of these, that Runjeet Sing, the Sikh Chieftain of Lahore, liad 
seized much of their country ; tliat money alone was wanted to expel him ; for 
troops they had in abundance, but not the means to pay them, and that they 
hoped for such assistance from Russia.” 

7 . This letter was delivered into the hands of the Russian Minister at Tehran, 
to whom Tej Mahomed Khan was introduced by Abbass Khan, and at the same 
time he delivered a fur cloak (postern), ornamented with gold, from the Chief of 
Candahar ; the Russian Minister expressed great satisfaction at the receipt of 
this letter, and directed a likeness of Tej Mahomed Khan to be taken, which he 
said he would forward to St. Petersburg. 

8. Some time after the arrival of his envoy, the Shah deputed Kumbur Ali 

Khan as his elchee to Candahar and C^abool, the copy of whose instruotions and 
credentials are already before Government ; along with him the Candahar envoy 
started, and the Russian Minister gave him a letter to the chief,* expressing his 
great satisfaction at the friendly sentiments he had communicated, and dismissed 
him with a message, suggesting that Kohundil Khan should send his son to 
Tehran, and that an elchee of Russia would return the compliment in the 
following year, when any money that could be spared would be despatched to 
satisfy the wants of the Candahar Chief. By this opportunity [the following! 
presents were sent by the Russian Minister to the Candahar Chiefs. ■" 

[ 1 o Sirdar Kohindil Khan : — A good telescojie, a double-barrelled gun, a fur 
cloak, some broad cloth. 

lo Rahun Dil Khan : — A watch, a pair of pistols, some broad cloth. 

To Mihr Dil Khan : — A jiipe, with silver head, some broad cloth, some yellow 
chintz. 

Besides, there were some trifling presents for the son of the late Sirdar Pprrdil 
Khan, and likewise for the Sirdar’s son.] 

9. In company of Tej Mahomed Khan came Meer Mahomed,)' the servant of 
Abbas Khan, and on reaching Candahar all the Sirdars treated him with the 
highest distinction, and personally visited him, which is quite unusual. It is 
stated publicly that he is an agent of Russia. 

10 . Before these circumstances transpired, and the Persian elchee reached 
Candahar, the Ameer of Cabool addressed hi.s brothers of Candahar, apprising 
them of the contents of tlie letter which he had received from the Governor 
General, rcgardiitg my mission to Cabool, and suggested the propriety of 
deputing one of their number to (Cabool, to be present at any conference that 
might take place ; and his reason for doing so was, that he wished to act fairly 
by them. It was resolved therefore to send .Mihr Dil Khan to (Jabool, [who 
has the credit of ijossessing more ability than the rest of the family] ; but 
immediately that Tej IMahomed Khan arrived from 'I’ehran with the Persian 
elchee, all arrangements have been suspended, and the journey to Cabool is now 
postponed sine die. 

1 1 . Various surmises have occurred to the Chiefs of Candahar, regarding the 
objects of the British Government, and the invitation of their brother of Cabool. 
The subject has been one of common conversation, and it appears that the 
Candahar family, who are not cordial with Cahool, considered that any confer- 
ence there could only have reference to Peshawur, a restoration of which might 
not benefit themselves. They also considered that they might make themselves 
useful to the British Government, independent of Cabool, if their intrigues to 
the west fail ; but be their reasons what they may, they wish to be dealt with 
separately ; but what is more important than this determination is, the deputing 
of another envoy on their part to Tehran, by name llajee Mobeen, who has just 
set out, and that too in pursuance, as it is believed, of the advice of the Russian 
Ambassador,)! for it has been given out that a son of Kohun Dil Khan will foUow, 
and that the Candahar Sirdars will attack Herat. 

12. lliis 


* the commanication which fell into Mr. M'Neil’n hands.] 

t *ho made over Count himonitth’s letter to Mr. M'Neil ] 

tiou tmpwMdy'] '"'P®'*® “‘"1 interrupt this communica- 
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1 2. This envoy is the bearer of a letter to the Shah from the Candahar Chiefs, 
the substance of which is said to be as follows : 

That the British Government has deputed one of its officers to Cabool, but 
that they (the Chiefs of Candahar) command the road to and from Herat, and 
not tlie Chief of Cabool, who is engaged in the affairs of Peshawur, and has it 
not in his power to serve the Shah ; that they are prepared to proceed to Herat 
whenever the Persian army is ready, and also to send a son of the Sirdar to 
Tehran, and keep aloof from all friendship with the English nation.” 

Along with this communication the Persian elchee has written to his Majesty 
the Shah, stating, that it is Candahar alone which can serve him, and seeing 
such to be the case, he has met their wishes, and stayed at Candahar. [Of what 
has been written to the Russian Minister I have had no report.J 

13. [l have now stated the particulars regarding the Russian connexion with 
Candahar.] As reported in my letter of the Ist ultimo, Kumbur A)i Khan, the 
Persian envoy, has reached Candahar ; he was received with great pomp and 
distinction, and conducted into the city by the chiefs in person. Since, they 
have continued to entertain him, but he has made no progress on his way to 
Cabool ; seldom leaves his house, and seems likely to continue at Candahar. 
[At present I find it difficult to state precisely whether this arises from the chiefs 
or the elchee himself, whose character is described in tenus not at all mea- 
sured, since it appears that he and his people pass their time in revelry at 
the Sirdars* expense, and are seldom or ever free from the influence of wine. 
From this person individually I imagine there is, therefore, no danger ;* his 
companion, Mahomed Hoosein. the envoy of Cabool, still continues at Candahar ; 
the Sirdars notice him but little, and his perpetual theme of conversation is to 
enlarge on the power of Persia and Russia. 

14. At present Candahar has not only a representative from Persia, but from 
the court of Lahore, the son of Sooltan Mahomed Khan having been deputed 
with presents there in company with an agent from Riinjeet Singh. The arrival 
of these gifts has given offence to the Candahar family ; they had sent some 
horses to their brother in Peshawur, with whom they are on very friendly terms, 
and he passed them on to Runjeet Singh as the tribute of Candahar ; the 
Maharajah, in return, sent two elephants, with one of his own confidential 
servants ; the whole under charge of Khoja Mahomed Khan, the son of Sooltan 
Maliomed Khan, and, but for his near relationship, it seems doubtful if the 
Candahar family would have ever permitted the presents to enter Candahar ; for 
these chiefs reject all communication with Lahore, though they have been 
lately addressed in very flattering terms by the Maharaja. The most singular 
portion of the contents of his Highness's letters to them is a statement of his 
intention to restore Peshawur to Sooltan Mahomed Khan, with whom he is about 
to crush the Chief of Cabool, and to aid in which he requests the assistance of 
Candahar. The Candahar family are much concerned at the whole proceeding, 
though they yet ( ntertain a sincere affection for their brother in Peshawar. 

15. To such a nucleus of intrigue as the chiefship of Candahar is proved to 
be, by the above circumstances, 1 shall not fail to turn my attention, and bear 
in mind the instructions conveyed to me in the fifth and sixth paragraphs of 
your communication of the 15th of May last, and thoroughly sift the nature of 
all connexion between the States in Affghanistan and Persia or Russia, and as 
long as it pleases his Lordship in Council to keep me in these countries, I shall 
omit no opportunity of upholding, as far as 1 can, the British influence, and 
counteract, by every means in my power, the.se insidious attempts to extend, at 
our expense, the influence of other nations.] 

I have, &c. 

Camp near Jalalabad, (signed) Akx, Burnes, 

9 September 183/, On a Mission to Cabool. 


• [Tiie Utters brought hy him from the Shah had leference to attacking Herat, and inviting aid^ 
tlicy have been sent to Govern men i.] 
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To FT. H, Macnaghtcn, Esq.» Secretary to the Government of India, 

Fort W illiam. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 
31st of July last, making me acquainted with the vic-ws of the Right Honourable 
the Governor General in Council, regarding an adjustment of the differences 
between the Sikhs and Afghans, and the atixious wish of hw Lordship to l)ring 
them, if possible, to a happy termination without involving the British Govern- 
ment. 

2. In my letter of the 22d ultimo, from Peshawur, I briefly stated the 
impression which was current, that the Maharaja would shortly seek to manage 
Peshawur by means of Sooltan Mahomed Khan, and the correspondence which 
Captain W ade has sent me serves fully to confirm the rumour that Runjeet 
Singh entertains some such mode of adjustment, and my communication of 
yesterday will even show that he has intimated such a plan to the Chief of 
Candahar. 

3. As I am still eight or ten days* inarch from Cabool, it is not yet in my 
power to communicate the sentiments of the Ameer ; but it will be my most 
anxious study to moderate his views in every way that lies in my power. 
Looking as I do upon the disposition of Maharaja Runjeet Sing to withdraw 
from Peshawur, and to make any such settlement as contemplated as the most 
cordial proof of his sincerity to see peace established, and to conciliate the 
British Government, I shall, if the subject becomes one of discussion, fKiiiit out 
the manifold benefits likely to result from it to Dost Mahomed Khan, and from 
his state of mind I do not think I shall do so in vain, since Peshawur, if restored 
even on an enhanced tribute to any of the Barukzye family, is a voluntary 
sacrifice of what is by conquest the right and possession of the Lahore Chief. 

4. I am happy to report that time seems to have worked a satisfactory change 
in the mind df the Ameer of Cabool, and that the elation at his success in 
Jamrood has been much moderated by the reflection that no substantial result 
has followed from it, and that if the Sikhs prosecute the war, he must be 
involved in expenses which, even if successful in repelling their attacks, will 
emban’ass him. He seems, therefore, most anxiously to wait our arrival at his 
capital, and 1 believe that he is sincere in seeking for counsel to guide him in 
his difficulties. If Captain Wade therefore succeeds in persuading the Maha- 
raja, 1 do not doubt of a corresponding success in (Jabool. 

iu In a paper which I forward by this packet, on the political power of the 
Sikhs west of the Indus,” hiS Lordship in council will be made ac(|uainted with 
the difficulties which the Sikhs encourfter in Peshawur, all of which must in- 
duce Runjeet to seek some other settlement than the present. If it were 
possible, it would be impolitic at this time to surrender Peshawur to the Chief 
of Cabool ; and though Sirdar Sooltan Mahomed Khan is restored to the chief- 
ship, it appears to me as likely to induce the Maharaja to an early settlement, 
if it were suggested to him still to garrison the fort of Peshawur (the Bala 
Hissar), and receive the tribute through his detachment, which would save the 
Maharaja’s honour if he thought his generosity likely to ])e misconstrued. The 
possession of Peshawur by this, branch of the Barukzye family would increase 
British influence in this quarter, give satisfaction at Candahar, and though it 
might not at first please the Ameer of Cabool, he would concur in it, for he 
never can seize Peshawur as now situated, and would then find himself freed 
from the threats of opponents to his religion and power. A reconciliation with 
the Sikhs on terms so advantageous to both parties, without a compromise of 
the honour of either, would, in the end, fix Dost Mahomed Khan as the friend 
of the British Government, and also gain for it a high reputation among the 
})eople west of the Indus, whose feelings are greatly mixed up in the existing 
differences. 

6. Under these circumstances I shall await with anxiety the report of Captain 
Wade’s communications with the Maharaja, on which this important question 
now rests. 

I have, &c. 

Camp near Sussued Koh, (signed; Alex, Burnes, 

10 September 1837. , On a Mission to Cabool. 
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To Captain A, Burnes^ on a Mission to CabuL 

Sir, 

1 AM direct(*d by the Right Honourable the Governor General of India in 
Council to acknowledge the receipt of your two letters, dated the 3 1st of July 
last and the 1st ultimo, reporting your progress towards Cabool, and the 
circumstances attending it. 

2. I am, in the first place, desired to convey to you his I.»ordship in CouncU’s 
entire approbation of the judgment and zeal manifested by you in all your 
proceedings already reported. 

3. For your information and guidance, I am desired to annex copies of 
paragraphs 3 to 6, and 1 1 to the end of a letter, this day written by order of 
his Lordship in Council to the political agent at Loodiana. 

4. The very important intelligence contained in your letter of the 1st ultimo 
has induced the Governor (general in Council to alter, in some measure, the 
views under which your deputation to Cabool was originally designed. 

5. That a Persian elchee has arrived (accompanied by a member of the 
Candahar family), is nearly certain. It appears probable, from the tenor of 
Abdool Samads’ letter, that you will have a difficult duty to perform under the 
circumstances by which Dost Mahomed will be surrounded. The quiet and 
unassuming character given at the outset to your mission will, owing to recent 
events, be very much changed ; and instead of your being merely the bearer of 
an invitation to the Ameer of general friendship, and for a more free and cordial 
intercourse in matters of commerce, you may be looked for as an arbiter of 
peace, and i)ossibly as a supporter of extravagant pretensions. 

6. It might have been well, perhaps, if under existing circumstances you had 
in the first instance rather visited ("andahar and Herat than Cabool, but it 
might bear the character of instability of purpose if your course were now 
changed, even were it not too late to do so ; and supposing you to have arrived 
at Cabool, it is evident that you cannot confine yourself, in the existing state of 
excitement, to matters of a commercial nature. 

7. It is not the intention of the Governor General in Council to invest you 
with any direct political power, beyond that of transmitting any proposition 
which may appear to you to be reasonable through Captain Wade to your own 
Government. 

8. You are authorised, however, whenever an opportunity shall be afforded 
to you, to communicate, without reserve, with Dost Mahomed upon his actud 
position, and to point out the light in which that position is considered by the 
Governor General in Council; our desire to see established the peace and 
security and independence of his dominions, and our regret to find him exposed 
to the "hazards of war on one side, and excited to restlessness by interference 
and worthless promises on the other ; that, under any circumstances, our first 
feeling must be that of regard for the honour and just wishes of our old and 
firm ally Hunjeet Singh ; that if, however, he looked for terms of peace adapted 
to a fair measure ^f his position, such good offices in his favour with the Maha- 
rajah as we can render would be given to him; but that if he received with 
favour every emissary and every proposition, the avowed object of which was 
to foment disturbances even at the hazard of his own independence, it is 
impossible but that the friendly feelings of the British Government must be 
impaired. 

9. You will he careful, if you should come in contact with the Persian envoy, 
so to temper the personal civility and respect with which you will treat him, as 
to admit no claim of undue importance, and you will at once state to Dost 
Mahomed that wi3 cannot recognise a right in the Shah of Persia to interfere 
in any way in his transactions with the Sikh or British Governiiient ; you will 
take care to show to him, in the strongest light, how utterly vain must be his 
hopes of assistance from the Persian Government, the resources of which are 
inadequate for the purposes of its own government. 

1 0. It is possible that these representations may have but little effect at the 
present moment, and it will be for you, upon a review of the influence which 
you are likely to gain upon pjissing events, to decide upon the propriety of 
prolonging your stay fit Cabool. 

U. If your stay can be prolonged with propriety, it is obvious that the 
information which you may be able to collect of the power, the means, and the 
state of parties in that country, cannot but be useful. 

12. You will, of course, deem it your duty to discourage all extravagant 

pretensions 
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pretensions on the part of Dost Mahomed. In the present state of his infor- 
mation, his Lordship in Council would be inclined to think that, if Peshawur 
were restored to any of the members of the Barukzye family on the condition 
of tribute to llunjeet Sinji^h, the terms would be as favourable as any that could 
be expected ; and if Dost Mahomed, rejecting all attempts at drawing him into 
an alliance with Persia, should consent to the restoration of permanent tran- 
quillity on this basis, and the tenor of your information from Captain \ya(le be 
such as to confirm you in this course (for your communications will, of course, 
be much influenced by. the reports which you will receive from that officer), 
you are authorized to state that you will recommend to your Government the 
support of such an arrangement, in tlie manner which shall be most conducive 
to the honour and interests of all parties ; but you should apprize the Ameer 
that the cultivation of all alliance with powers to the westward must cease, as 
the indispensable condition of our friendly intervention. 

13. You will forward any proposition of this nature that may be made through 
Lieutenant Mackeson (should he be still at Peshawur) to Captain Wade, and it 
will be for Captain Wade to decide whether or no it may be advisable to com- 
municate on the subject with the Maharaja previously to obtaining the instruc- 
tions of his Lordship in Council. As our guarantee will not be given, tho delay 
would hardly seem to be required. 

14. As your ulterior proceedings must bt* ahogether guided by the natun' of 
your reception at Cabool, his Lordship in Council feels unable to furnish } ou 
with any specific instructions for your guidance beyond that point ; but you have 
full authority to proceed to Candahar and Herat, should you be of opinion that 
your presence in those countries would have the effect of counteracting Persian 
intrigues, and of promoting the general tran([uillity of the countries bordering 
on the Indus. 


15. A copy of this letter will be sent to the Envoy in Persia for his infor- 


mation. 


T have, &c. 


Fort William, 

1 1 September 183/. 


(signed) W, TL Macnaghten, 

Secretary to Government of India. 


(No, iC.) 

From Captain Alex, Burnes, on a Mission to Cabool, to IT, 11. Macnagliien, 
Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, Fort William. 

Sir, 

I HASTEN to report, for the information of the Right Honourable the Governor 
General, that I have just received a messenger from Herat, announcing that 
Shah Karnran has tendered his homage to the Shah of Persia, and sent 15 
good horses, with 25 Cashmere shawls, to Tehran, in charge of Futteh Mahomed 
Khan, the nephew of his minister, \'ar Mahomed. 

2. The individual who has communicated the above information leads me to 
entertain no doubt of its authenticity. It comes from the secretary (Mcerza) 
of Deen Mahomed Khan, who is also a nephew of the minister of Shah 
Karnran. 

3. This intelligence would not appear to be known at Cabool ; but it a))pears 

to me that when fully confirmed, the effect of it may prove favourable to the 
British Government, both at Candahar and Cabool. If, however, the chiefs of 
these provinces do in sincerity seek to form connexions with Persia, the result 
may be directly opposite, 1 do not apprehend that Herat could at present 
strike of itself any blow to the eastward ; but if it becomes the frontier city of 
Persia, that power, aided by her allies, might certainly excite disturbance in 
this quarter. j 

Uootkhak, (signed) Alar. Jinrnes, 

One march from Cabool, On a Mission to Cabool. 

18 iSeptember 1837. 

P. S . — To prevent accidents, I enclose a duplicate of my communication of 
the 9th instant, regarding the affairs of Candahar. 

(signed) Ale.r. Bternes. 

(A. true copy.) 

• (signed) H. Torrens, 

Dy. Secy, to the Govt, of India, with the Gov.-Genl. 
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{No. 17.) 

From (.’aptain A. Ihirnes^ on a Mission to Cabool, to W. H. Macnaghten^ Esq., 
Secretary to the Government of India, Fort William. 

Sir, 

1 1)0 myself the honour to report, for the information of the Right Honourable 
the (lovernor General of India in Council, that we reached Cabool on the 
mornine: of the 2()th instant ; were conducted into the city by Sirdar Mahomed 
Akber Khan, with great demonstrations of respect and joy, and immediately on 
our arrival presented to the Ameer, whose reception was of the most gratifying 
nature. After the interview, we were conducted by the Ameer s son to a spacious 
garden in the Bala Hissar, which had been prepared for us, and where we are 
now residing. 

2. On the following day I had the honour to deliver my letter of credentials, 
which the Ameer received in a very flattering manner, with many expressions 
of his high sense of the great honour which had been conferred on him, in his 
at last having had the means of communication with an officer of the British 
Government, for which he felt deeply grateful to the Governor General. 

3. Up to this time my communications with the Ameer have been confined 
to matters of compliment and ceremony ; but I shall take an early opportunity 
of re])ortiug on what transpires at this court, merely observing at present, from 
what I have seen and heard, that I have good reason to believe Dost Mahomed 
Kh^n will set forth no extravagant pretensions, and act in such a manner as 
will enable the British Government to show its interest in his behalf, and at the 
same time preserv e for us the valued friendship of the Seikh Chief. 

I have, &c. 

Cabool, (signed) Alex, Btirnes^ 

24 September 183/. On a Mission to (Jabool. 

copy.) 

^ (signed) H. Torrens, , 

Dy. Secy, to the Govt, of India, with the Gov. Genl. 


(No. 29.) 

From Captain A. Burnes, on a Mission to Cabool, to fV, H, Macnaghten^ Esq., 
Secretary to the Government of India, Fort William. 

Sir, 

[1 HAVE the honour to submit, for the information of the Right Honourable 
the Governor General in Council, a report of what has taken place since my 
arrival at this capital on the 20th ultimo ; and, while it is my intention to lay 
open, as far as I have it in my power, the tone and temper of the chief, and the 
state of this country, and those adjacent to it, I shall necessarily confine myself 
to an outline, leaving for future notice various matters which still engage 
attention.] ^ 

2. On the afternoon of the 24th I was invited to the Bala Hissar, and being 
conducted into the interior of the harem, found the Ameer and his favourite 
son, Mahomed Akber Khan, without any of the chiefs, secretaries or attendants. 
The interview lasted till midnight, dinner being meanwhile served up ; and I 
had an opportunity of conversing at length with Dost Mahomed Khan. 

3. At the outset I proceeded to unfold to him in great detail the motives 
which led the British Government to direct its attention to the River Indus, and 
the countries bordering on it. I dwelt upon the prosperous trade which had 
once run in the direction of its course, and the many facilities which it had 
been found to present to the trader to transport his goods by it in preference 
to land routes ; and, in addition to all, explained the treaties which we had 
formed with the rulers upon it ; the light tolls leviable ; the certain protection 
to property which they insured, superintended as was the navigation by British 
agents ; and, finally, since the River Indus leads to the great commercial city of 
Cabool, and the marts beyond Hindoo Koosh, the British Government sought, in 
an exte nsion and encouragement of the trade, not any selfish object, but, on 
the contrary, saw an advancement of the ends of others as well as of itself, and 
the strongest motives for stimulating the Ameer of Cabool and all other chiefs 
to associate themselves with us in promoting this trade, since increased con- 
sumption would be productive of increased revenues, and the direct advantage 
was not only apparent, hut immediate. 


4. Dost 
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4. Dost Mahomed Khan listened with great attention to what had been said; 
assured me that no one did or could enter more reidily into the views which 
the British Government held than himself, for he had the fortunate experience 
to discover that, by protecting the merchant, the returns of his custom house 
had gone on increasing, and were in a state of improvement at this hour ; juxd 
the Government of India might therefore relv with every confidimce on his 
cordial co-operation in any measures which tended to promote the trade to 
Cabool and Toorkistan, and that he would instruc't all the merchants and 
hindoos to communicate with me, and also to make them ac([uainted with the 
enlightened protection they would experience in passing to India, and with 
the new routes which, by our fostering care, they might bring their goods to a 
market. 

5. But, said the Ameer, I am involved in difficulties which are very preju- 
dicial to commerce ; my hostilities with the Sikhs narrow my resources, liompel 
me to take up money from merchants, and to even increase the duties to sup- 
port the expenses of war. These are the shifts to which I am dri\’en for seeking 
to preseiwe my honour. While we were engjiged in resisting Shooja ool Moolk, 
at Candahar, the city of Peshawar was seized from our family, and I had the 
mortification to discover among the papers of the ex-king, after his defeat, a 
treaty that made Peshawar the reward of the Sikhs’ aid to hurl me and mine 
from authority. fProvidence and the sword enabled us to resist a monarch 
who in such an alliance had disgraced the name of a Dooranee ; and Peshawar 
I have since considered lost, and looked with shame on my brothers, their 
wives and children being at the mercy of idolaters. Crushed as they are,J I 
was yet left; but when Runjeet Singh’s officers planted a fort nc^ar the Khyber 
Pass, my existence was endangered ; I resisted, and here Jilso with sucujcss, [since 
Iluree Singh, the inveterate hater of the name of Mahomedan, was slain] ’ 

(3. I was not unprepared for tlie irritation of the Ameer on the late events 
which have transpired in this quarter, and, as the best means of allaying such 
feelings, I thought it advisable to give a ready ear to what was urged, since 1 
might by argument and advice do the chief service, and eombat some of the 
positions which he had taken up. I admitted, therefore, that it was imdoubh^dly 
true that war produced the evils of which he complained, and crippled his 
power, but I strongly urged him to reflcc‘t on the uselessness of seeking to con- 
tend with so potent a prince as Maharaja Runjeet Singh. I stated the revenue 
of that chief, the great abilities which he possessed, the riches at his coininand, 
the tine army which he could bring into the field, the ho])elessness of warring 
with him, and the injuries wliich he inflicted on himself and his people by 
allowing himsilf to be drawn into hostilities; and though the fortune of war 
had of late granted success to his arms, and his forini(lablc oj)])oneiit Iluree 
Singh was no more, I could assure him, as a well-wisher, that he w as couteiidiiig 
with a power which he could not resist, and that it would be prudent to seek 
for such an adjustment of ditfcrences as would preserve his own reputation and 
that of his countrymen. , 

/. The Ameer bore at once the most ready testimony to the power and 
abilities of Runjeet Singh, and after various questions as to my own impressions 
regarding the I^njab as^a State, said it wjis too true that he could not attack 
such an adversary, [though the Maharaja had gathered strength solely from 
the family differences of the chiefs, and it might yet be reduced by the exetrtions 
of the Afghans. “ The people west of the Indus,” said he, “ hate the Sikhs for the 
oppression which they have experienced at their hands, for the barbarous inter- 
ference with the [)ractice of their religion, which of itself secured friends that 
could not otherwise be reckoned upon when an attack was contemplated on 
Runjeet Singh.] My sons and people may speak in exaggerated strains of our 
late success ; but it is too evident, however, that our power is not oiie-tenth of 
that of the Punjab ; and, instead of renewing such conflicts, it would be a source 
of real gratification if the British Government would coun^^el me how to act ; 
none of our other neighbours can avail me, and, in return, I would pledge 
myself to forward its commercial and its political views.” 

8. I assured the Ameer that I heard these sentiments with extreme satisfaction, 
for it had gone abroad that his conclusions from late events were otherwise, and 
I had only, as a well-wisher, set before him the true power of Runjeet Singh, 
and from his own observations, it appealed to me I could not have overrated it, 
[since the admission of the Maharaja’s being able to interrupt the Maho- 
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mccbn in his devotions, however impolitic it might be, afforded the clearest 
proof of the formidable strength which he possessed even on this side of the 
Indus]. 1 could, however, assure him that the British Government warmly 
interested itself in the preservation of peace, and wished well to both parties ; 
that in Maharaja Runjeet Singh it recognized, and that, too, publicly, an old and 
valued ally, and in the Ameer himself it saw a ruler who was anxious to promote 
the commercial prosperity of his country, and consequently of his neighbours ; 
and that though I myself had been de[)uted here not to adjust political differ- 
ences, it would be indeed gratifying if I could do anything towards an end so 
desirable as a peace, which wouid not only save the further loss of human life, 
but promote the good of all parties ; but, without an exact knowledge of the 
Ameer’s sentiments on all points, my advice would not only be useless, but 
probably prejudicial. 

9. Dost Mahomed Khan now entered upon the affairs of his own government, 
ran over the history of the Dooraiiee kingdom, expatiating on its power, which 
extended from Meshid and Cashmeer, and, pointing to the house in which he 
sat, said that this is the whole share of that vast empire which has fallen to 
me, and I cannot, therefore, be indifferent to the honour of having communication 
witli an agent of the British Government, nor to seeking, by every means I can, 
to interest it in my behalf. The treaties which have been made with the powers 
on the Indus are the best proofs of your sincerity in the objects which have led 
the government to depute you to ( ^abool, and [it is publicly stated throughout 
the whole of Khorasan that you have saved Shikarpore from the aggressions of 
the Sikhs ; and the same motives which led to that measure will, I hope, induce 
you, for some similar consideration,] to interfere in the affairs of Peshawar and 
Cabool.” 

10. I did not conceal from the Ameer that we had sought to preserve peace 
along the line of the Indus, and that we had used our influence to prevent its 
being disturbed, and had happily succeeded ; but I could assure him that we 
had don(‘ it to promote commercial views, without receiving any consideration, 
and that the current rumours regarding the cession of Shikarpoor to us were 
incoiT('ct, and likewise that we had come to a perfect understanding with 
Maharaja Runjeet Singh, and that the friendship of the British Government for 
that i)ersonage was greater than ever. I here drew a broad line of distinction 
between the affairs of Shikarpore and Peshawar; pointed out that the one was 
a p()ss(‘ssion of the Amc'ers of Sinde, while Peshawar w^as an undoubted conquest 
of tlic‘ Sikhs made by the sword, preserved by it, and to interfere with which 
would be a violation of justice and the integrity of Runjeet Singh’s dominions. 
I continued, however, that there was a rumour very current in Peshawar, and 
which lias also reached me, that the Maharaja intended to make some change in 
the management of Peshawar, but that it sprung from himself, and not the 
British Government. 

1 1 . The Ameer said that he had also heard similar reports, and asked if I 
knew the arrangements ; for Peshawar could be of no value to the Sikhs, and 
must indeed cause great expense. I stated my ignorance of the plans of Runjeet 
Sing ; but it appeared a probable enough arrangement, since his Highness had 
grant(‘d large jagheers to Sooltan Mahomed Khan apd his brothers ; that he 
contemplated the restoration of the whole country to that branch of his family, 
under certain restrictions. I said that I spoke without definite information, 
and not from any indifference on the part of the British Government, which 
would rejoice to see a change that terminated the present state of constant war 
in Peshawar, and I even believed that if Runjeet Singh sought of himself to 
change his policy in that quarter, the Government would be glad to use its good 
offices to both parties if it saw any prospect of their being useful, but that it 
was now needless to say more without certain information, though the supposed 
intentions of the Maharaja ought to afford the Ameer subject for consideration, 
and might probably lead him to devise some satisfactory means of reconciliation 
with the Sikhs. With these observations, our private conversation ended by 
Dost Mahomed Khans stating that he would take an early opportunity of again 
seeing me. 

12. The Ameer on this, invited in Mirza Sumee Khan and Mirza Iwam Verdi, 
who are the principal secretaries of himself and his son, and without entering 
into any minute particulars, sketched out what had passed between us, and 
called for dinner, during, and after which, he entered upon many subjects, and 
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among others on his connexion with Persia fto which I shall only allude briefly, 
as I am preparing a report on Kuzzilbash influence in this quarter], 

13. He stated with considerable candour the whole circumstances regarding 
it, declared that he had sought with ardour the friendship of the British Govern- 
ment from its being his neighbour, but he had sought in vain, and hearing of 
the power of Persia, and the designs towards Khorassan, he had addressed 
Mahomed Sha, and an elchee was now at Candahar, bringing robes for him 
and his brother, with a valuable dagger and a promise of assistance in a crore 
of rupees. Since the conversation was not of my asking, I did not hesitate to 
enter upon it, and asked if he placed reliance on the aid of Persia, and on the 
large pecuniary assistance which had been promised, and he at once assured 
me that he did not [though he had understood Futteh Ali Sha to have had 
considerable treasure, and had heard much of the power of Persia and Russia. 
1 explained to him very succinctly the nature of things in Persia, the state of the 
army in that country, and with regard to its revenues I S(‘Ut him a document 
extracted from Mr. Bailie Frasers work, which in 1821, before it had been 
further reduced by Russia, fixes its net revenues at about a milliori and ^ 

of pounds sterling, which I did not fail to contrast with the revenues of India 
and Great Britain, and even with those of Hunjeet Singh]. 

14. On the 2()tli and 28th the Ameer came over in person to visit us, accom- 
panied by many of the persons about his court, and without entering on the 
subjects above treated on, discourse<l on many matters of general interest ; 
recurring, however, in both visits to Persia, for which he now (uthiT possesses 
or feigns to possess no good feeling, speaking contein])tuously of the late cam- 
paign in Khorasan. He also asked of me the relations between the British 
Government and Russia: the influenc(^ of Russia over the dominions of Turkey, 
and spoke of the control w^hich Russia exercised ovct the trade in Toorkistan. 

15. [Oii the 29th I had a visit from the Nawab Jabhar Khan, who stated in 
great formality, and I am sure, in great sincerity, his devotion to the British 
Government, and his readiness to aid it in any measures which it contem])lated 
in this quarter. His brother had made him privy to all that had passed on the 
evening of the 24th ; and recurring to the rumours in circulation about Peshawar, 
he trusted the British Government would do something in it which would be 
hailed w ith joy by all Mahomedans. The Nawab is most favourably disposed 
to Sooltan Mahomed Khan, and no man would rejoice* mon^ than him if that 
district could bo, on any terms, restored to him. 

16. At this interview the Nawab, in reply to my questions regarding tin*. 
Persian elchee and the late communications with that country, averred that he 
had himself written to the Shah, however contradictory it may seem to his 
devotion to the British Governme»nt, and that he did so, in eommon with others, 
because the British Government had exhibited no interest iu their affairs. The 
object of the connexion was aid against the Sikhs — for this, he said, we are to 
assist Persia against Herat, and to receive pecuniaiy aid in return, an arrange- 
ment that has been chiefly promoted by the Russian minister (Wuzeeri 
Mookhtar) at Tehran. I content myself with recording this convcTsatiun. 

17. After several visits from Mirza Sumee Khan, who is really the man of 
most influence in Dost Mahomed Khan’s court, and hearing from him various 
communications,] I was again invited last night to the Bala ITissar, where I met 
the Nuwab, and had further and long conversation with Dost Mahomed Khan. 

I soon found that he had something to communicate which interested him ; and 
after stating at some length how anxiously he himself desired to sec his differ- 
ences with the Sikhs terminated, said, that if 1 advised it, he would send a 
son to Lahore to ask Maharajah Runjeet Sing’s forgiveness for what had passed, 
and if he would consent to give up Peshawar to him he would hold it tributary 
to Lahore, send the requisite presents of horses and rice, and in all things 
consider himself in that part of his dominions as holding under Lahore. 

18. On hearing the conclusion which he had come to, 1 asked him if his 
countrymen might not consider he had gone too far in his conciliation of Ihe 
Sikh chieftain, but he did not consider such an arrangement would be viewed 
in that light, particularly as the homage which he agreed to render for Peshawar 
did not affect his other dominions. 1 here stated that he had brothers in 
Peshawar whose condition, he must compassionatt^, and if Peshawar wert^ 
restored to them his reputation would be widely spread in this country, since 
the world would ^ve him credit for having had some share in the transaction. 
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Dost Mahomed Khan declared, that he would guarantee to Runjeet Singa or to 
the British Government the jagheers which his brothers now enjoyed, but that 
Peshawar might as well continue in the hands of the Sikhs as in those of Sultan 
Mahomed Khan, or it would never otherwise be believed that Maharaja Runjeet 
Singh had withdrawn from the countries westward of the Indus. The Maha- 
raja's often expressed wish to have horses and tribute^ from him would, he was 
sure, prove a great inducement to his highness to hand over Peshawar to him, 
as he had never before paid him tribute, and Sultan Mahomed Khan had long 
been his servant. 

19. [in my letter of the 10th of Se))tember, I stated the views which occurred 
to me on the receipt of your communication of the Slst of July last, regarding 
the advisability of restoring Sultan Mahomed Khan to the government of Pesh- 
awar, and the various advantages attendant upon the arrangement. I did not 
at that time contemplate that Dost Mahomed Khan and his advisers would 
come to the conclusion now reported,] nor am I aware how far this offer pro- 
ceeds from a hope of future aggrandizement, or an intention to injure the 
Peshawar branch of his family, but it is now sufficient to report the sum of his 
views and wishes. By some these offers may be construed merely into a 
specious kind of moderation, by others they may be liailed as sincere proofs of 
the Ameer s desire to terminate his differences with the Sikhs; but whether 
Runjeet Singh’s policy suggests or not a compliance with them, they certainly 
show that Dost Mahomed Khan is not likely to emter upon any aggressive mea- 
sures, notwithstanding the vaunts of his people regarding the late battle at 
Jamrood. 

20. With reference to the chief of Cabool individually, I see little change in him 
since my visit to this country in 18:12. Since then he has added Jalalabad to his 
country, and the most important change in his administration is the investiture 
of five of his sons in different governments, a [)olicy which cannot be eondemiuid, 
and, if he can succeed in it, will certainly contribute to the stability of his 
government. With some, and perhaps they are the majority of his subjects, 
his wars with the Sikhs have gained him applause ; but with one party, and 
that by far the most w(?rthy of conciliation, the wealthy and mercantile classes, 
his campaigns have been viewed in a different light, and given great dissatis- 
faction. 

21. [l have forwarded a copy of this communication to Captain Wade for 
his iu)ti(;e and information.] 

I have, &c. 

Cabool, 5 October 1837. (signed) Alex, Burnes, 

On a mission to Cabool. 


(True copy.) 

(signed) II. Torrens, 

Dep. Sec. to the Gov. of India, with the Gov. Gen. 


Captain liurnes to Secretary to Government of India. 

Sir, Cabool, 7 October 1837* 

I DO myself the honour to transmit, for the information of the Right Hon. 
the Governor General of India in Council, a “ Sketch of the Khyber Pass,” with 
an ‘‘ explanatory description” by Lieutenant Leech. 

2. The great im])ortance of this mountain tract, in a military point of view, 
being, as it is, the principal pass into India, will, I respectfully believe, enhance 
the value of Lieutenant Leech's labours in the opinion of his Lordship in 
Council. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) A, Burnes, 


Description of tlie Khvber Pass and of the Tribes inhabiting it (to accompany the 
Survey), by Liiutenant R, Leech, of the Bombay Engineers. 

Tins pass would always be the doorway, or ratiier more appropriately the keyhole of 
cither Hindoostan or Affghanistan, according as either opposite party had a secure posses- 
sion. It would not, however, long be kept shut by the latter, as it now is, if anv other 
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Hindoostan power, holding the advanced position the Sikhs now liave, were to apply the 
infallible golden key ; but, owing to an unfortunate policy pursued by the latter, of non- 
tolerution towards their Mussulman subjects, the minds of all the neighbouring Maliomedun 
nations are inflamed with such an implacable hatred towards them, not only because in 
their eyes they are infidels, but because they are active as persecutors of the true religion,” 
that they would refuse the moat splendid offers for that passage, which they might not be 
paid for keeping by their own rulers. 

The pass extends from a collection of caves called Kadam, three miles south-east of the 
fort of Fatteh-abad, lately built by the Sikhs, which again is nine miles west of Peshawur 
to within seven miles and a half of Duka opposite to Lalpoor, on the Cabool river, n distance 
of 24 miles. These seven and a half miles I have not included in the pass, as the road, though 
not through a plain is no longer confined by perpendicular commanding heights. Like ail 
roads over ranges of mountains, tliis one is chiefly the bed of a torrent liable to be filled by 
a sudden fall of rain, .but at other times dry, with the exception of u winding rill supplied 
by springs disappearing sometimes under the ••aiid and gravel, and again appearing from a 
side defile running from side to side of the pass in zigzags when it is narrow, and v\here 
it is broad and straight, keeping U) each ^ide, leaving ihe centre covered with bmshwood. 
The roughness or smoothness of the road, will, of course, depend on the nature of the 
mountains through w hich it passes, and on the fall of thu stream; a greater fall bringing 
down larger stones in the same rock, and a more bnltle lock forming liner gravel and a 
smoother bed with the same fall. Tlie facilities of a pa^s fm* imMc.uitile communication or 
the disadvantages for military delence are: — I'^t. Thougli not a meicamilt; facility, a decided 
adxanta^e for military dei’ence, viz., inconsiderable heights; for wlnii hiLi.li in th(‘ extnine 
the road becomes out of musket shot, as is the case at the fort of Aly Musjid. 2d. Few 
descents. 3d. Width. 4tli. Smoothness of roadway. 5'h. Few ascents. The reason 
for regarding descent in a jiiss of stub importance is that there is much greater diHieulty 
in hrinijiiig guns dow'n than in taking them uj) a wnding hilly road; for, altlnmgh each 
if possible should have as many men either v\ay, )et, unless a jxde inst(*a(l of‘ drag-iopes 
were used, the same number would not be able to act iii tin* laMtr c.ise. A gun di scends 
with its own weight, and when: in motion in one diiection can with ddliculty be turned to 
follow a winding-road with a reduced complement of men. A steep descent is moie diffi- 
cult to be got over than n narrow road, which, however, is seldom so much so as to pie- 
vent on(‘ gun and a file of men on each side at the wlu'cls to pass ; for, as will b<‘ seen, on 
looking at Section No. in, width may bo gained l)y lillmg up the nairow defile a few feet, 
and there arc few passes in existence where such extri inc nariow iiess would c xUmd for many 
yaids. A steep descent is, moreover, a greater difficulty than a loiujli road, for the latter 
might be overeomo in many ways; 1st, by a number of bai'S eanied by the men, to be 
filled w ith giavel or sand, and pluet d, .‘‘O as to form lails for ilie two wheids for a short 
dist.mce ; and there is not so much trouble as is grn<‘raUv supposid in making a road 
cov(‘rc(l with lame loose stonc'^, a good gun-road, for little time would l>( reipiiied to clear 
.spaces for the wheels, and no labour would be ik x*essaiy in the liiu' of the mule^, v> hich 
would piohahly he the beasts of diaught in (his country, on account of iheir surencss of 
foot. Hoa<ls or footpaths paiallel to the principal pass would be of‘ gnsit scivice to a 
body foremg its passage: (juitc tin* coutraiy is to l*e said of enow's roads, whirli would 
only be of service to the ]>arty opposing such passage. In facing a p;iss, oppo'-ition would 
only be found at certain stages ; fur men collected on (he detached lieiLihts could nut keep 
UJ) with tiic body below in tlie road, so as to contiiiiui nmioymg llieir flanks. 'JIi-* extieme 
ineejuahty iu tlie numbers of jiaities attac king and those defending a jias-^, when (he luttcT 
are said to have been succes'-ful, have, 1 should think, been greatly exaggerated in most 
cases, not excepting the famous Pass of TIuMinopyla*, whieli however is an example of what 
adv.mtage parallel road.>> aie to an army foicing the piineipal oue. 

lh(; j)ass of Khvher inns through slate, and throu^h(uit its length assumes thiee different 
eharactei isties ; first, a flat road bciw<en two bearp^-, not >o luucb varying in perpendieu- 
Jarity as in height, and coveied with loose stones and graved, eoar^'t r as tiie bed apjiro elics 
the sources of the sticani ; 2iid, a sUcp road mudi n-.ircnvcd and very winding, cut up by 
protruding pieces of rock, and slip[)eiy : tlie most difficult poition, abounding in natural 
obstacles and facilities for the parly on the dcfensi.v*-; :ird, a made load lumiing down the 
side of a steep hill, safe, except where tiie small rivulets have been blocked up, winch, if not 
kept in constant repair, would be very dangerms points. i\t Kadam the pass eommeuceij ; 
from this place the Khybarces have diverted the water (whose natuial couisr* is by the small 
hills to the south of Jainrood) round by the4>ase of tliose to the noith, he ld by their own 
people. The Siklis holding Jariirood and Fut:ehabad lose men daily at this place m trying 
to bre ak down the embankments, 2.] miles fjom Kadam, and half a rink* beyond Johgai, 
where the load narrows, as shown in Section No; 3, the stream above-mentioned is seen 
coming from the south-w’est from a place called lladki e, three ko-s distai t in that direction, 
the residence of Malak Savz Aly Khan, son of Karnar Khan, of the Ustuiee Khel of Oruk- 
zais. At this place, where the road no longer follows the couisc of the water, arnl imme- 
diately after passing the fust gorge (Tungee) in (lie pass, there i^ an open sjiaee of one t<rnth 
of a square mde in area, fiom thence on to Tungee, a gorge called par excc/Ujice, by ihe 
the natives, a distance of 3i miles, wlieie a foorpath fiom Jamrood juins the principal road, 
the ])ass presents the difleient appeanmees shown in Sccti- ns 5, G, 7, H, and 0. 'Hie stieaiu 
springing out of tiie loeks at Kata Kuhaia <li.sapjiears under tl le gravel and sand, a mile 
before Its juncture with the blreaui from Badkee. This Tungee extends for three quait(‘rs 
of a mile, and nuets a dehic coming fiom south-west, Iroma jduce called Kaidaree, i J mile 
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distant on the Afieedee road. From this juncture the road turns to the north and north- 
north“cas», and assumes the profiles represented in Sections 10 to 14, when alter a further 
length of 4j miles, it reaches the foot of Aly Musjid, the appearance of which, approaching 
from Pesliawur, is shown in theaccomprinying sketch. This fort, so called from a mosque in 
the neighbourhood now in ruins, is of mud, and has been only a few years erected ; during 
the late engagements with the Sikhs, it had a garrison of 200 rudelv disciplined men, and 
200 Jazalchees. It is situated at too gieat a height to be of much service in stopping a 
force passing below, while, at the same time, the steepness of the hill, on which it is built, 
would he a great obstacle to the same force storming it, which would be absolutely necessary 
to secuie the passage of the main body or baggage in safety. It is not supplied with water, 
and the garrison is obliged to descend to the rill below for it. There is no cover for the men 
inside, and the walls seldom withstand the casual showers of rain that fall here. Immedi- 
ately after passing the fort the road narrows excessively, as shown in Section 15, and the 
bed is formed of projecting and slippery pieces of rock; Ij mile further on is the village of 
Kata Kuhata, or Kata Kushtd, as some call it, where the stream just past, has its lise. Two 
miles further on the pa.>s opens out, at a place called Shpola, the commencement of the 
plain of Lalabeg, up to which place the appearance of road is as in Sections 16 and 17. The 
plain extends for six miles to the top of the descent called Landeekhaua. In this distance 
there are no springs, but tanks to collect the rain water, which supply ihe inhabitants of 
Lalauec*. In this plain the iVlaliks of the Khyber tribes have eat h a tower, which ha\e 
more the appearance of chimm ys to potteries than places calculated for military defence. 
The plain averages a mile and a quarter in breadth, and inio it, from the north, runs a plain 
of the Slianwarces, in which is situated the village of Luadgai, whence a cross road leads 1o 
the Tatara pass. For the next three quarters of a mile from the top of Landee Kh^na is 
the most diflicult pait of tlie pass; a steep narrow rugged descent is represented in 
Sections 18 and 19. Guns could not be drawn here but by men, and not then without 
temporarily rcpaiiing the road. The next three quarters of a mile is an ascent along 
a made road in good re[)air, whence info the plain is a descent along the side of a 
hill of I;J miles, the top of which hill w'ould lie an admirable position for a fort, which could 
enfilade with the most destructive eflect both the road from Duka and that from Lalbeg, 
but this position has escaped the cye^ of the rulers of Atfghani'-tan. Indeed, a view of the 
entire puvs, and the means adopted for making it a barrier to an invading force, w'ould serve 
to convince any one jias-^ing thiough that Dost Mohamad does not regard it as a posst s- 
sion of ilie importance vvliicb is attached to it by the woild, or perhaps he rcliis too much 
on its natural strength. Frmn the Fort of Lundee Khana on to Dukh, a distance of 7^ miles, 
the load is coniparutivtly through a plain, and presents no difficulties of a pass. 

There are tliree other passes which are connected with tliis one, inasmuch as a simultaneous 
passage would most likely be attempted by an invading ibree through more than one. 

1st. The Tatara Puns, as follows : 

Peshavvur Jawara Mena, nii/c kos, the latter two very .steep, 40 houses, spring of water, 
inhabited by Malagoorees, 300 in number, of whom the Khybarees stand in great, dread. 

Two villages called Shalni^n, seven kos, 25 houses, springs of water, Moinand inhabitanis. 
This stage is so difficult at some plaee.sthai horsemen are obliged to dismount. 

Here the road divides into tw o, the left joins the Khyber Pass at Luadgai, and the right 
goes to Dukfi ; seven kos, inhabited by Momunds under Sadat Khan, who resides at Lalpoor. 
This stag!' is a descent of great difficulty. 

Peer Mahoinad Khan led 3,000 men with some camel swivel guns by this road to assist 
Sultan i\Iahomad Khan and Yar Mahoniad Khan. A toll is taken at present and divided 
among the tribes on the road of one rupee for a camel or a horseman, and eight annas For a 
foot passongt r. 

,« 2d. The Kadapa Pass. 

Pcshawur Shahkadar ; 10 kos, a plain, three ferries, viz., Adezai Slialam and Mewdec, a 
large town and foit mounting two guns and garrisoned by 500 Sikhs, containing a fine well. 
Here the Indee river fioni Swat discharges itself. 

Muidakb'lind ; three kos, a stage. 

The Kadapfi Hill. 

Gandav ; three kos, a small village with wells and a running stream ; the neighbourhood 
inhabited by Alamzais, 3,t)00 in number under Anwar Khan. A toll is levied of two rupees 
each horseman, three rupees each camel wilh*a load or a khajuwal), and eight annas a foot 
passenger. 

Altar .lod ; five kos a stage, scattered huts of the Alamzais, and tank water. Here the road 
.separates ; the right, which i.s a gun road, goes by Moosa Jod to Goshlfi; the left, which is 
not, goes to Lalpoor, a disiance oF seven kos. 

3 his rrntd is not .so difficult as the 'falara one. Azeem Khan, with an army of 12,000 
Duianees, passed ihis road. 

3d. The AOhami Pass, 

Pesliawur Michnee; eight kos on the other side of the river, by a ferry of rafts. 

Hydar Kliaii ; three kos on the Cabool river, after crossing which, 

Little Duka; five kos. A Callild road, but difficnlt for the two last stages, horsemen 
being sometimes obliged to alight in that distance; the road held by Momands. 

1st. A footpath leading from Jamrood to Tungee. 


2d. The 
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2d. The Bagadee pass, the first gorge or tunffee of which situated to the north of Jamrood 
they call Kafar Tungee ; next comes the Sh^idee gorge, and then the Bagadee one, which 
leads to (he foot of Aly Musjid ; the whole distance is nine miles. It is a gun road, for guns 
were (aken by i?hah Zaman by it; laden camels also go by this road. Between Shudee and 
Bagadee, the road requiied on the above ocei^ion to be levelled with small stones in Kafar 
Tungee ; on the right are some houses of the Abdal Khel Kukheekel.s, and on the left at a 
place called Sirkai are the Mashoo Kliels. 

3d. From Shalmhn, on the T4tara, and to Luadgai, a distance of three kos, inhabited by 
Peerookhel, Khuga Khel and Meedad Khel, Shanwarees. 

4th. The Afreedee road from Terr^, meeting the Khyber pass at Tungee, Aly Musjid, and 
Lalak, sometimes called Lala Cheena. 

Two kos from Tangee is a place called Haidaree, inhabited by Paindee Lakakheis, three 
kos thence is Bazdr to the right of which are the Saroghee Lakakheis as fir as a place called 
Bazdr Ka Cheenh, and to the left are tlie Annee Lakakheis ns far as Halwai, a distance of 
three kos, tlienee kos is a place called Bar(i, of the Lakakheis. Allhdad Khan and Faiz- 
tallab Khan, his nephew, live here, they belong to the Mceree Khel. The other divisions of 
the Lakiikliels are the Pindee Khe's, Annee Khels, Sornghee Khcls, Zaroodecn Khels, Shan 
Khels and Pakhee Khels, thence into Tcera, is a distance of 14 kos without habitations on 
the road. The Afreedees live at some distance to the right and left. These Khels and 
Zais among the Pathans are' like our families in England. 1 was once informed that Khel 
was a more general term than Zai, which in Pashtoo signifies a colh'ctisl Ixxiy, and that the 
former was cl(?rived from the father and the latter from the mother, but 1 h.ive had reason 
since to doubt the correctness of the information. 

,^th. There is a road called tlie D.ad Crhfila Road, that branches off between B.'izar and 
Chorji (Irom which latter place there is a cut. into Khyber at Lalak, dilUcalt for laden 
camels, though- they can go), and leads to Diir Baba’s sliriiie, a distance of scvim kos ; 
twelve kos beyond which, is Pesh Bulak, inhabited by Mulagoorecs, who are all muleteers. 

f>th. 'fhere is a footpatli from Pesh Buh'ik to Lalabeg. The tril)«‘s inhabiting the pass, and 
thence called Khyl)ar(‘es, arc Slianwaree.s and Afreedees. The forim*r are divi(l(‘d into P(‘eroo 
Khds, Khuga Khels, Meedad Khels and Ghatice Kinds ; tiu^ latter into Kukiaik Kinds, 
Laka Kliels, Malak Doon Khels, Sepa and Kumar Kinds. The Kukoek Kliols an' again sub- 
divid(*(l into Sherkhan Khels, Maslioo Kliels, Abdal Kinds, Katee Kinds (notorious (dioals), 
Tor Khels (good swordsmen), and Sikandar Khcls. 'I'lie Moinands inhabiting tln^ other 
jiasses arc divided into Binhan Kliels, Alang Zais, Tiag Zais, Ikizuis Khwa/.ais, Kuda Khel.s, 
Mocha Khels, llasn Zais, and llazar Boos, d'here are said to be 40,000 houses of' AlVeedces; 
this mu^t be a gros'' (’X iggeration, unless it be a muster of the whole tube, in or out of the 
pass, 3,000 of which tln;re are of the Kuk('{‘k Klieb. The M il.ik'j »)f (In* Knldjrck Khcls 
are Abd.d Rahman ami Jange', both of the Sln'r Kh.iii Khel; they hold tin* )).iss from 
Jamrood to l.alak ; they could ii'iuster 2,000 matchlocks and ja/uls. I’lom L dak t<; Kata 
Kuha'a and Lalalieg are the Lula Kliels; thence into tlie south of Dacca, which b( longs to 
the Moiiiand.<J, are the Slianwairees. There are Ih.ooo Moinands under Sadat Khan, who 
resides at Lulpoor, and 7,000 under Khulid Khan, who resides at Go.’slita. 


Theie are seven tolls in Khyber; fouf belonging to the Afreedees and three to the Shan- 
warecs, who divide the collections equally. 

1st toll, at Kadam of the Kukeok Kinds, 
gd ,, at the same place of the Sapas. 

3d „ at Aly IMasjid, collected by Khan Bahadur of the Malak Dcen Kliel. 

4tli „ at lSh[)ola, by Alladad Khan and Faiztallah Khan. 

.Oih „ by Khuza Khcls 

fJtli „ by Peeror Khels - taken on the top of' Landee Klifina. 

7th „ Meerdad Khels -j 


The sums levied for the wiiole of Khyber are as follows : 

A camel laden with cloth, or a khajawah - 
Ditto - - with grocery - - - - 

A horseman ------- 

A Hindoo foot passenger - - - - 

A Masalman ditto, or unladen camel 
A load of leather ------ 

A load of salt 


r> rupees. 


3 

Li 

Li 

2 

1 


ft 

yy 

yy 


In the time of the kings the Maliks of Khyber received the following sums : 


Abdal Rahman’s ancestors, Kukee Khels Afreedees - - 25,000 rupees. 

Khan Bahadur's ancestors, Malak Deeti Khel Afreedees - 2.'>,000 „ 

Mahomad Ameer Khan Lepa’s ancestors - - - - 25,000 „ 

The brothers Murtaza Khan and Sardalla Khan, Zakeekliel 

Afieedees - -- -- -- -- 25,000 „ 

Tile Malak of the Meerdad Khc! Slianwaree.s - - - io,ooo ,, 

Ditto - of tile Peeroo Kind Shanwarees - - - io,ooo „ 

Ditto - of the Khuga Khel Shanwarees - - - 10,000 „ 


The body of the Khybarees supported themselves on theft, and when called into service 
only received rations. 
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Before the last engagement with the Sikhs, Khyber did not cost the Ameer more than 
10,000 rupees a year; now ha distributes 20,000, in the following way : — 



Rupees. 

No. of Swords 
and 



Matchlock-men. 

Alladad Khan and Faiztalla Zake Khel - - - - 

1 4,000 

3,000 

Khan Bahadar Malak Been Khel - - - - - 

6,000 

4,000 

Abdul Rahman Khan and Jangeer Khan Kukee Khels 

3,000 

3,000 

Salam Khan Sepa 

3,000 

4,000 

Sadulla Khan Ganjo and Amar Khan Shawarees 

1,600 

6,000 

Noor Maharnad Kamar Khel - - - . - 

750 

1,600 

Samandar Khan and Bakar Khan and Aka Khel 

750 

1,500 

Aliff Khan Kambar Khel ------ 

1,600 

3,000 


Tiic KhybarceR are not always a connecting body, as was found to be the case the year 
after ihe death of Vjzir Fatteh Khan, when Alladad Khan for 3,000 rupees brought Yar 
Mahomed Khan and A/eein Khan, though against the will of the Malak Been Khels, Sepas 
and part of the Kukee Khels. 

I'hey refused refuge also in the case of a Molavec, the nephew of Sayad Ahmed, who 
had round among them from the pursuit of Sultan Mahamud, for a bribe of 2,000 rupees 
given by the latter. They made him decamp and join the Eesafzais, by discharging mus- 
kets nightly over his camp, 

(signed) R. Leech, 

Kabul, Corps of Engineers. 

1 October 1837. 

(signed) Alex, Burnes, 


(No. 4i.) 

F>om Captain A. Ihirnes, on a Mission to Cabool, to W, II. Macnaghten, Esq., 
Secretary to the Government of India, Fort William. 

Sir, 

Bkkork proceeding further with my communications on the state of affairs 
in this quarter, I feel it a duty incuinhent on me to report, for the information 
of the Eight Honourable the Governor General in (buiKnl, the great aid and 
cordial assistance whicli 1 have dcTived from Mr, Masson, not only since my 
arrival h(‘r(‘, but from his constant correspondence sinc^e 1 left Bombay. 

2. If I shall be fortunate (‘iiough to merit the approbation of Ilis Lordship 
in Council for what may be accomplished here, I feel that I shall owe much to 
Mr. Masson, whose high literary attainments, long residence* in this country, 
and accurate knowledge of people and events, afford me at every step the means 
of coming to a judgment more correct than in an abrupt transition to Cabool 
I could have possibly formed. 

I discharge, tlicrefore, a pleasing task in acknowledging the assistance 
whicli I ree’eive from Mr. Masson; and while I do so, it is also my duty to 
state that I no means wish the Bight Honourable the Governor General in 
Council to consider Mr. Masson as responsible for the opinions and views which 
I may take up and report to Government. 

I have, &c, 

(signed) Alexander Burnes, 

Cabool, 9 October 1837- On a Mission to Cabool. 


(True copy.) 

(signed) H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India 
with the Governor General. 
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(No. 43.) 

From Captain J. Bumes, on a Mission to Cabool, to the Secretary to the 
Government of India, Fort William. 

Sir, 

I DO myself the honour to anne\ the transcript of a h'tter to your address, 
the original of which I have given to Siirwur Khan Lohanci*, the nativi* gen- 
tleman whom it is my object to introduce. After the anxiety displayed by the 
Russian authorities to show every attention to the Afghan merchants visiting 
their fairs, J have felt myself more than solicitous to exhibit to these men the 
equal interest which tlie British Government take in their welfare. 

I have, ^c. 

(signed) A/t J\ Burnes^ 

Cabool, 11 October 183/. On a Mission to Cabool. 


From Captain A. Bvrnes, on a Mission to Cabool, to the Secretary to the 

Government of India. 

Sir, 

Thk great Lohaiiee caravan, which leaves annually for India, b(‘ing about to 
set out, I avail myself of the o{)])or(unity to bring to your iioti(!(‘ Siirwur Khan, 
and his brother, Ameer Khan, two of the pririeipal nuai among tlie Lohanees 
engaged in carrying on th(‘ trade from India to C’ahool and Toorkistan. 

2. Surwur Khan is lh(‘ individual who acted so V(‘ry frie ndly a, part whem 
I visited Hokjiara in 1832, from which he has just coim^ and when* he still 
enjoys mueh of the conlidcncc of the Ko>h Bcgcc, or first minister of tlie 
King. 

3. In the event of the Right Honourable the Governor GeauTal’s coming to 
IIinde)sfan, it is cxeeeelingly probable* that Surwur Khan anel his brother will 
deliver this le'tter in persein to you. If vein cemsieleT it fitting te) ])re\se*ui the se 
gentlemen to his Lordship, ( fe‘el satisfie‘d that such an honour will be highly 
appreciated by them, anel do much ge)oel. The Cabe)ol anel Bokhara mere*hants 
at the last fair at Nijnee Novogeirexl, were all pre‘se‘nte‘el to the* Jhnperor 
Nicholas, vvhiedi is much talked of here, and who gave tlie*m great e*iicourage*me‘nt 
and commendation. 

4. Independent of this, Surwur Khan is a man well acquainted with all 
mercantile affairs here and in Toorki.stan, and if his Lorelship wishes for a viva 
voce account e)f tiiern and other subjects, I am certain that Surwur Khan’s 
intelligence will enable him to give satisfactory information. 

I have, &c. 

Cabool, 10 October 1837. (signed) A. Burnes. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the (jlovernment of India 
with the Governor (jleneral. 


(No. 4.5.) 

From Capt.oin Akxandfr nt/rnea, on a Mission to t’abool, to W. II. Macna<thlm 
Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, Fort William. ° ’ 

Sir, 

I HAVK now the honour to report the result of my inquiries on the suJnect 
of Persian influence in Cahool, and the exact jmwer which the Kuzzilhash (or 
1 ersian) party, resident in this city, exercise over the politic.^ of Afffrbanistan 
SiTi^ce any ascendancy on the part of Persia, or her allies in this quaiter must 
either have its origin, or be chiefly bn, ught about hv means of the. Persian faction 
m the country, it becomes highly important to note the history of these tribes 
their rise, progress, and jj resent condition. ’ 

1 — Sess. 2. 
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2. In the beginning of last century the feebleness of the Persian monarchy 
excited the cupidity of the Afghans, who overran the fairer portion of that 
kingdom, and possessed themselves of Ispahan. Their successes called forth 
the energies of the great Nadir, who not only drove the Afghans from Persia, 
but annexed the whole of their own territories to his empire, and, turning their 
swords against India, with an army of Persians and Afghans, sacked it, pre- 
cisely an hundred years ago. During these wars the conqueror deemed it 
politic to fix some native tribes in the lands he had subdued, and to this policy 
w(^ owe the colony of Persians now settled in Cabool, which, when first located, 
amounted to less than 2,000 families. 

3. The people composing it consist of three divisions : 1st, the Juwansheer ; 
2d, the Ufsheers ; and 3d, the Mooradkhanees, the whole being designated by 
the general name of Goolam Khanee, or Ghoolam i Shah, servants of the king. 
The Juwansheers are a clan of Toorks from Sheeshu. There are various divi- 
sions included among them, such as the Koort, the Shah Sumund, the Syah 
Munsoor, &c., and they form the principal portion of the Kuzzilbashes. They 
consist of 2,500 families, and occupy a separate quarter of Cabool, called the 
Chandoul, which is surrounded by high walls. Their chief is Khan Sheereen 
Khan. The Ufshurs are also Toorks, and of the tribe to which Nadir himself 
belonged. There are 300 families of them who live in a strong fort about three 
miles from (’abool, under Ghoolam Hoosein Khan. The last division, the 
Moorad Klianec', is comprised of all the Persians who have from time to time 
settled in this country. 1,500 families of them reside together under Mihr 
Alii Khan and five other chiefs. Besides these, there are 700 others in the 
fort of the Byats, a division of the tribe under Mahomed Khan. It will be thus 
seen that there are at this time 4,000 Kuzzilbash families in Cabool, from 
which a force of from 4,000 to 5,000 men could be levied on an emergency for 
the puri)oses of war. The number has been generally considered^reatcr than 
this detailed statement, but the whole of the Shiah population in and about 
Cabool is then included in the calculation, and among these the Huzaras would 
furnish twice as many men as the Persians. 

4. On Nadir Shah’s assassination, many of the Persians fled from Cabool 
to their native country, but Ahmed Shah Dooranee, who succeeded to the 
authority of Nadir, conciliated a portion of them whom he retaine^d in his 
pay and found of eminent service throughout his active reign, in which they 
became an organised body, acting under a Khan who was directly respon- 
sible to the Shah, while the Kuzzilbashes themselves only acknowledged their 
own chief. jMatters seem to have continued in this state for about 53 years, 
during which the Persians acquired sueli power that the kings found it 
iiecessar} to favour them by large stipendiary allowances, granted, in some 
instances, i^vcn to minors; and, as the Sudozye monarchy declined, their 
support became indispensable to the personal security of the king. In the 
reign of Shah Zuman, the chief of the Juwansheers was put to death, and 
from that time a want of confidence in the kings of Cabool, on the part 
of the Kuzzelbashes, is to bo traced till they almost cease to appear as a 
body in the affairs of th<‘. state. The superior intelligence possessed by all 
Persians readily befits them for employment among the Afghans, and from war 
many became secretaries (Meerzas) and stewards (nazifs) to the different 
chiefs ; others took to agriculture and merchandise, and some are at present 
shopkeepers in Cabool. It would at one time have been dangerous to entertain 
any IVrsiaii without their Khan’s permission ; but with the loss of military 
employment, or rather withdrawal from it, their j)ay ceased, and the growing 
wants of many drove them to the occupations which I have stated, though a 
portion of them have always continued in the service of the ruler of Cabool, as 
is the cas(i at the present time. 

5. Since the whole of the Persians in Cabool are Shiahs, and the national 
persuasion of the Afghans is Soonnee, the position of the Kuzzilbashes was full 
of danger ; it was at any time possible to turn political dispute inio religious 
difference, and there are various instances in the histoi’y of the Cabool mo- 
narchy in which these have threatened their very existence. Of late these 
fears have not been diminished, and since the overthrow of the . monarchy the 
walls which surround the Juwansheer quarter of the city have been heightened 
and improved, and 1 observe alterations even since 1832. one time they 
were not afraid to live outside of the city, but common interest has now led the 

whole 
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whole of the Persians to congregate together as the best means of warding off 
danger. They would have willingly left the city of Cabool and fixed themselves 
at a distance, like the Ufshurs, in a detached fort; but this they have found 
impossible, and their situation in the Chundool, or quarter of the Juwansheers, 
is now so completely commanded that an infuriated i)opulation might readily 
overpower them. The Persians themselves arc therefore intently bent on 
adding to their own strength by intrigues around then), and though their 
military influence has declined, their power in this way is more considerable 
than before ; since every man of rank has Persians for his secretaries, and all 
the home and foreign correspondence is in their hands, hy whicli their influence 
ramifies in every direction. 

6 . The Persians of Cabool attached themselves to the vizier, Fiitti'h Khan, 
and fought against Persia in his Herat eamf)aign. They have long sought for 
a master who would consolidate thcan. as in former times, and they have, at 
limes, entered into eorrcspondence with Shah Shooja, l)ut they havr (‘.sptu'ially 
attached themselves to the vizier’s brother, the presiait ruler of Chbool, and 
with the greater avidity, as his mother was of their tribe. Dost xVlahomed 
Khan availed hims(‘lf to the fullest (‘xtent of tluar supjmrt, and it was long con- 
sidered by many that h(‘. W’as even favourable to Shiaii dot'trines ; but lu^ lias 
either had tlui di.^crimination to s(‘(' that tlu‘S(‘ would 1)(‘ fatal to snpnamuy 
among his countrymen, or never in sincerity (‘utertained them. This ])ro- 
claiined to the world, when jd)out four years ago h(‘ took tlu‘ title of Amciu*. 
which has a ndigious signification, and from that linu' tlu‘ Kuzzilbashccs hav(‘ 
ceased to centre their liopes in him. He hiinseU has also withdrawn inueh ol 
his confid(‘nee from th(‘ party, reduced the niimlx r of Uio^i; in his i)ay to about 
1,000 or 1,200 persons, and part of tlu‘ir salarii's lie has reln iielu'd. Tlu* head- 
men receive* about 08,000 rupees per annum, and tin* total derivalile (rom the 
State by the rest may amount to aliout a hie of rupees, each liors(‘man receiving 
84 rupees p(‘r annum. Even in public he does not eoneeal Ids ('ontcunpt lor 
their ereed : and, what is perhaps mor(‘ bitterly his avovvi'd oiiiuions of 
their wanting courage in the field, as exhibited in bis campaigns with tlie 
ex-king at Candahar, and lately at Pesliawar. In the former instaeee, he is 
stated to have plai i'd Afghans on both flanks of the Kuzzilbashes, wltli seeriT 
instruction to fire on them if they fled. At P(*shawar it is vi‘ry certain that tin* 
party were backward in fighting; none of them were killed, and a ])it‘e(‘ ot 
pleasantry is attributc’d to the Ameer, who said tliat In* never nunendien'd a 
Kuzzilbash to hava* fallen in his service. Hut Dost xMahonied Kliaii may hav(* 
mistaken a want of inclination originating I’rom (lisjqijioinled hi>i)es for a wanj. 
of courage. Certain it is that of late he lias sought to raise a body of regular 
troops, disciplined hy Europeans; but lie has Idtherto eom]>letely failed, ami if 
he consulted his interests he would seek no other support than that which In* 
may command from the hill people about (Jal)ool and tin* nativi* Afghan tribes, 
who do now serve, and would willingly, on good jiay, devote themselves to liim. 
It would also undoubtedly add to his strength if he drew, at the same time, the 
Kuzzilbashes nearer to him ; for, according to a jirofound political maxim, he 
should put it out of these men’s power to injure, before he insults them, and 
they may materially promote his fortunes. 

7. W hile Persian influence is thus declining, it appears a strange contradic- 
tion to record that Dost Mahomed Khan has sought for alliance with Persia, as 
the best means which occurred to him to support Ids power. He admitted into 
his councils a native Persian of some talent Imt bad elniracter, the Naib Abdool 
Sumut, who has since been disgraced and fled to Persia, and the a(lvi(*e of tliis 
man, with that of Mahomed Khan Byat, a Kuzzilbasli, raised by him and much 
in his confidence, as well as that of several inter(‘sted persons, iiulueed the 
Ameer to seek for suj^port from Persia, and witli this has revived the hopes of 
the Kuzzilbash faction, though their support would probably be (lir(‘cted, undei* 
Persian influence, to a master w ho more appreciated them than Dost Mahomed 
Khan. The whole party see, however, in the alliance certain benefit to their 
own condition, and in consequence, do what in them lies to promote the ihter- 
course. It is thus that the Persian community in Cabool liave viewed the 
arrival of an agent of the British Government in this quarter with suspicion, if 
not open dissatisfaction. They would cling to the British or any power whicli 
supported then),|||ut it is more natural that they first seek to attach themselves 
to the country from which they originally spring, to which they are allied by a 

1 — Sess, 2, F common 
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coniniiHi n ligion, more dear as it is rendered to them by impending danger. 
The Shah of Persia has not been slow in responding to Dost Mahomed Khan’s 
desire for an allianee ; an elchee has been sent vvitli rol)es and prtesents in 
return, and is now at Candahar, but he has ai)peared at a time most unfavour- 
able to his master, when the attemtion of tlie British Oovernment is directed to 
Afghanistan, and which goes far to discredit him with all parties, and even to 
damp the lioi)es of the Kuzzilbashes. It is even doubtful if he will advance to 
Cabool, and it is certain, if lu; docs so, that any offer which he may make will 
never be i)laced in the balance against those of the British Government. The 
King of Persia desires to add Herat to his dominions, and the Chiefs of Candahar 
ami (/'.abool might certainly aid him in his designs, but the probabilities of a 
return for such good offices are more dubious j and it is this which inclines the 
Chiefs of AfglianiMan, of Cabool in particular, to seek to improve their intimacy 
with the British Govermmmt. It is nearer to them, far more powerful than 
Persia, and with it a connexion would not be viewed by the Afghan nation in 
the inifa\ourable light which an allianee with a Shiah or a Hindoo power would 
eerlainlv be in this Sounee country. 

H. It’is well know Ji here that the young King of I'ersia lias turned his earnest 
attention to Herat. The most outrageous conduct of the ruler and his minister, 
in having sold into slavery the gn'ater part, or if not the whole Shiah population 
of the futy, would iustiiy any attack on the part of Persia, but 1 doubt the 
al)ility of that power, single-handed, to attack Herat. If she succeeds in 
humbling Kamrau without the co-o])eration of thi; Afghan Chi<“fs, it must be 
through the influence of Russia, by whose counsels there can be v(‘ry little 
doubt she is directed to Herat. Persia itself, as 1 have observed, has grounds 
for provo(!ation, but 1 And Russia is not the less interested, and that sh(‘ directs 
her attention to Herat to im])rove her commerce with Toorkistan, and her 
position in the East generally ; and, it is seen, has not been dilatory in avail- 
ing hei'self of the o])einngs lately ghen by messengers from the .Afghan Chiefs 
to the Shah, by whom her ambassador at T('hran transmitted communications. 
I shall reserve what ! have to say regarding the commercial views of Russia in 
that (juarter for an early and more fitting opportunity, when I come to that 
portion of ni)' instnietions which directs me to report on the tneasures adopted 
bv that power to extend her eommeree and intiiience in Central Asia. 

' 9. In this country, liowever, the chiefs will have little mercy to c.xpect from a 
a King of l’('rsia, if his influence extends to Herat, and the less so if it has been 
estal)!ished without any co-operation from them. It has been se(‘n, too, from 
tj)e state of the Kuzzilbash faction, which has been described, that they afford 
at all times facilities for intriguing in Cabool, and with a Persian power so near 
as Herat, of a nature that may soon become dangerous. 'Ihe only counterpoi.se 
to it that could benefit British interests in this quarter, would spring from the 
Ameer of Cabool being advised to show to these tribes a greater degree’ of 
favour than they now enjoy, which, since they cannot be removed from his 
country, w ould be a sound and safe policy. By pursuing it he might, perhajjs, 
contrive to live on friendly terms with Persia, and since the party is too weak 
to be turned against the native Afghan tribes, their jealousy and their fear 
would be alike allayed. If, on the other hand, Persian influence is allowed to 
be es.tablislu'd in this country, that of Russia must follow ; should the attempt 
of Persia prove unsuccessful, we may look for some such fate to the Kuzzilbashes 
in Cabool as befel the Janissaries under the Sultan Mahomed, only that it will 
be more certain ; since those soldiers held a power in the Ottoman empire, 
which was never enjoyed by the Persians in this kingdom. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) Alex. Buriics, 

Cabool, 14 October 1837- ’ On a Mission to Cabool. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) H. Torrens, ^ . 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, 
with the Governor General. 



CABUL A\D AFFGHANISTAN. 


43 


From Captain A. Burnos, to the Secretary to th(‘ (jovc'rument of India. 

Sir, 

1 HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Right Honourable 
the Governor General in Council, that two messengers arrived from Sind the 
day before yesterday, bringing letters from his lliglmess Mecu* Sobdar, to the 
Ameer and his brother the Nawab. 1 he contents of th(‘ communication are as 
follows : — 

‘‘ That Sind was a tributary stat(‘ of the Doorane(‘ monarchy, but that his 
cousins, Noor Malionied, Nusser Khan’ and Mc'er Mahomed, had entered into 
arrangements with the British Governmeut, forgetting that he (Meer Solxlar) was 
the eldest son of the founder of the house of Talpoor ; that as his father always 
rendered tribute to Chibool, h(‘ was now ready to do lik(‘wise to Dost Mjihoim'd 
Khan ; and begged he would send one of his sons to fix the sum, and to whom 
he might in person render liis alh'giance." 

2. The eossids were entrusted with verbal messages to th(‘ Ameer, to the 
same t ilect as the contents of the lett(‘r ; and as sev(‘ral of my s(‘rvants are 
Sindees, 1 received through that channel tln^ substanet* of the (‘ommunieation. 
'I he letters are about 10 (lays old. As y(‘t Do-t Mahomed Khan has returned 
no answer, nor has he ^p()k( n to me on tln^ subject. 

3. As M(‘er Sobdar Khan states, it is undoubt(‘dly tnu‘ that In* is the eldest 
son of Futteh Ali, the first of tin* Talpoors, but he is unal)l(‘ to eo})e with his 
three cousins, each of whom posS(‘sses slum's in Linver Sind as large as bims(‘lf ; 
and Ix'sides, he is buhject to epile[)ti(* fits, \\hi(‘b, though lu' ])()ss('sses ability, 
often unfit him for bubiness. 

•1. About 10 (lays l)('for(‘ the arrival of Mian’ Sobdar's letter. I n'ceived a 
conjunct letter from tlu'ir llighnessc's Noor Maliomed and iVusse r khan, t(*Uing 
me that they looki'd upon me as one of tlu'ir best friemds and siiu'en'st well- 
wishers ; and I eoiK'lude the explanation of this (‘pistl(‘ ib to b(‘ found in the 
h'tters now r(‘C(ived by thc‘ Ameer. 

5. 1 have forwarded a coi)y of this letter for the information of Colonel 
Pottinger. 

1 have, 

Ca])ool, 19 October 1837- (sigm'd) Ah i. 


(No. 47.) 

From (Japtain A. Byrnes^ on a Mission to (’abool, to II . //. M(icna<j;h’lcn ^ l>(j., 
Secretary to the Governim'iit of India, Fort William. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to (‘ommunieate, for th(‘ information of the Right Hon- 
ourable the (Governor GeiuTal inConiieil, various (’irenm.stanees redating to the 
coinmennal views and prospects of Russia in (’cntral Asia. Frojii my situation, 
which is still rath(*r remote from the quart(‘r to which tin y rt'lat(‘, 1 report with 
some small doubt as to their entire correetnebs, though I hav<* derived them 
*from good authorit)', and had a great deal of intercourse witli the merchants 
trading from this to Toorkistan. 

2. Up to th(i y(‘ar 1832, I have reeonkd all the particulars ndating to the 
intercourse of Russia with Bokhara and Toorkistai', which I gathered in my 
former journey. It seems that, in the year sueeei'diug my visit, the Russian 
Government deputed an agent to the King of Bokhara. The name of the 
individual 1 do not know, for thougli he was an officc'r of the Russian service, 
h(‘ assumed the e(3stuine and habits of a Mahomedaii while in Bokhara. He 
brought along with him letters and presents fur the king, and Wc'is received 
with every distinction by the authorities in Toorkistan. Th(‘ ostensible (jbjecl 
of his mission was to interest the king in putting a sioj) to tln^ praetic^es of the 
Khweins, who nndested from time to tinu* the caravans passing into Ru.ssia, 
and also seized many Russians from the frontiers. It w ris considered tln^t the 
remonstrances of a friendly Mahomedaii authorit}\ such as the King of 
Bokhara, might produce salutary conse(tuences. 

3. In the course of the agent’s stay at Bokhara, he fr(‘quently conversed 
with the Koosh ^gee on .the commercial views of the Russian Government, 
and their great anxiety to extend thidr commcTce into Central Asia, and 
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particularly towards Herat ; many of his observations were made publicly in 
presence of the merchants, who always assemble round the Koosh Begee in his 
caravansary. He likewise continually dwelt on the position of Herat, being 
such that it was through it alone that the Emperor hoped to realise his wishes, 
for it was the entrepot of Persia, India, Cabool, .and Toorkistan; that from 
Herat to Bokhara the road led through flat countries and good roads as com- 
pared with those by Cabool over Hindoo Koosh, and that the influence of the 
Russian Government when once established in that part of Afghanistan, must 
draw the whole trade into that channel, and promote, in a very great degree, 
the further intercourse with the fairs at. Nejnei Novogorod, and other parts of 
the Russian dominions. 

4 , In reply to tlie letters brought by the Russian envoy, the King of Bokhara 
returned most fricmdly communications, but stated his inability to exercise his 
control over the K hi vans, though he was very anxious to promote in every way 
commercial pros])erity. Soon afterwards an agent was deputed from Bokhara 
to make known to tlie Emperor various circumstances regarding the duties 
leviable at the fairs in Russia considered oppressive, and of which a revision was 
s()li(!ited. In addressing the Em])tTor, the Koosh Begee availed himself of the 
opportunity to note the attention which the Government of India had been 
lately directing towards tli(‘ Indus and Bokhara, and he stated the com- 
munications which lie had with us in 1832, and the ho|)es he had expressed 
that the British Government would extend its commerce in this quarter. In 
reply to these communications the Ihnpi'ror of Russia acceded in some points 
to the r(‘quests made, and promis(‘d to take others into consideration at an early 
and futnr(‘ opportunity, wlnm h(‘ would visit in person tln^ southei’u part of his 
territories. 

5. In the year 183.") the Russian Government, finding that they could not put 
an end to tin* intrusion of the Khivans and the exci'sscs which they committed, 
resolved upon more rigorous measures than they had hitherto adopted. They 
seized upon a site lU'ar Munguslnek, on the easteum coast of the Caspian Sea, 
opposite to Astrakaii, and built a fort which ('ommands the landing-place in the 
l)ay, and which the\' yet occupy. As may be supposed, this ste}i gave great 
offence to the eliief of Khiva, IJllali KoolL Khan, who remonstrated strongly 
against it ; and failing here, he tlireatiau'd to retaliate by sending out plunder- 
ing excursions more numerous than formerly, and ho complained to tlie King 
of Bokhara and to the Khan of Kokan at the unjust invasion of his country, and 
sought their aid against an enemy which might next day injure themselves if 
not timely resisted. These chiefs admitted the justice of the demand, but sent 
no assistance to the Khan of Orgunge. 

5. After the Russians had fixed themselves on the eastern bank of the 
Caspian, a party came over from Astrakan in four small vessels, as report 
states, for the purpose of sporting (shikar), but more probably for some pur- 
pose of reconnoissance. Information of their movements reaching the Khan 
of Orgunge, he sent out a plundering (allaman) expedition, and captured the 
whole body, about 120 in numb(‘r, two of them being men of rank. Tlicy were 
all brought to Orgunge; the two individuals in question were detained by the 
Khan, the rest sold as slaves ; some of them were sent to Bokhara and Kokan, and I* 
met a man from the neighbourhood of Samarcand who had known a party of them 
exchanged for some horses. The Emperor promptly remonstrated against such 
acts, and demanded restitution of the captives ; but the Khan refused to sur- 
render them, alleging that the Russians had built a fort in his country by 
force, and that he liad retaliated according to his threat, and seized the party 
which he intended to retain. 

7. Matters continued in this state till the Emperor Nicholas, in July last 
year, repaired in person to the great fair of Nejnei Novogorod. One of his 
first acts was to direct' all the merchants of Central Asia to be presented to 
him, and to request that they would state any means by which their interests 
could be promoted. The subject of the excessive duties being brought forward, 
he directed on inquiry that a very material reduction, stated by some to be as 
much as one-fourth of the whole, should at once take place, which he com- 
municated by letter to the King of Bokhara, and the Khan of Kokan, sending 
them presents and friendly letters. On this occasion the Emperor received 
with much affability and condtiscension the merchants from Bokhara and 
Cabool ; bestowed on them great commendations for their enterprise, stating 
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that he had granted immunities to tlie fair on tlieir aeeount, The fact of such 
privileges being conferred is, I |)erceivc, mentioned in the ‘‘ Franktort Gazette.” 
\’ery different, however, was the treatment which the merchants from Orgunge 
experienced, Ilis Majesty directed the whole of tluan to be detained, and 
their goods seized upon by the government officers. Tiny amounted to 4G 
individuals, some of them of considerable opulence, and who had long traded 
to Russia. The merchants petitioned against such conduct, declaring that 
they weiHJ not parties in the transactions of the Khan of Khiva, and ought not in 
consequence to be made responsibhx The Emperor refused to attend to their 
solicitations, and directed them to be sent to Moscow. 

8. On those j)r(;)ceedings being made known in Khiva, the Khan sent a 
second envoy to the chiefs of Bokliara and Kokan to request their aid and 
advice. They were reliKftant to intcuTere after the privileges lately granted, 
but considering the act of tlie Russians to b(‘ harsh against tb(‘ merclnints, the 
King of Bokhara agreed to s(md an agent to the Kmpm’or to nc‘gotiate for the 
ndief of the dctnius and the restoration of th(‘ir property ; a caravan which 
has just arrived here from Bokhara, brings intelligence' that the ag(‘nt has not 
rt turned, hut that the Russians refuse' to restore the* merchants, and, in tact, 
that they had already been marelu'd to Sibi'ria. This intelligi'uei' has b(‘(‘U 
r('C(‘iv(‘d with great dissatisfaction in Toorkistan, and for lln^ pre'Sf iit will U'ad to 
a suspension of all trade betwe'cn that country and Russia. It is e\ (‘ii stateal 
tliat the chiefs of Kokan, Bokhara, and Khiva will leagiu' toge'ther, and take 
measures to capture' Russians and their prope'rty in tlu' direction ot Ort'nburgh, 
Cazaii, Troitskai, and Erbit, or in tlu' plai'e's lying imnu'diate'ly I heir 

respective countries. The an\i(‘ty ot Russia to ])roiuot(' lu'rc'uds in loorkistan, 
leads me, however, to tin' belici, that she will se(‘k some iiK'ans of allaying tln^ 
irritation of these small Mahonu'dan states ; but from tlu' nature ot tlu' (lis))uti* 
this will he far from easy, for the Khan of Orgungi* must first b(' paeific'd ; lu^ 
commands tlu' areat caravan road h'ading iiito Russia, h(' hiis b(‘(‘n ai)le to 


pri'vent Russian iiierclu'ints eoiuing to Bokhara, and he (*an also obstriu't the 
passage' of tlie Mahomedan merehatits into Russia. It is not iinprobabh' that 
the position of Khiva has h'd the E)np(‘ror of Russia to thes(‘ a])parently unjust 
measure's. It, houc'ver, aKo s(*rv('s to eoiu'iliate Ri'rsia, wiiosc' subjects an* 
enslaved in thousands in Khiva, so that an\ thing done agaiiisl that ])(‘tty stat(' 


must be gratifying to the Court ol dehran, the ends ot ])oth la ing in tins 
instaiK-o iilcntk'al. His Miijfsty inuy likewise find it iidvisiil)k' lo siuni u mili- 
tary <‘X|)t‘dition into the* sto[)])(‘, and tlie detention of the inereliants may si'rvc 
to work upon the Khan, sinc(^ it touches his inleiHJsts. 

t). At such a jnnetnr(“, I have thonalit it very ad\'i>al)le to send an express 
messenger to tlie Koosh Begee, or minister of J3()khara, and lo give him at 
!;reat length the motives whieh have led the (lovernment of India to. depute me 
to (jahool. By letter 1 have informed him of the treaties which we have 
entered upon to throw open the Indus, and pointed out the bright eomniereial 
jirospe.ets which these arrangeimmls held out, and the tem])tationH whieh fhey 
afford to the traders of Toorkistan to turn their capital in this direction. I, of 


course, have made no allusion to the existing differences with llussia, but based 
the communication on the increased facility afforded by a new channel of com- 
merce. I have also requested the minister to inform the king of the contents 
of the communication, and I did not let the opportunity pass of thanking the 
excellent man himself for the kind treatment to Dr. Gerard and myself when in 


Bokhara, nor to assure him how much my superiors, my countrymen, and my- 
self appreciated it ; and above all, how glad the (Jovernment of India would be 
to give in return every encourageunent and protection to the merchants who 
wodd frequent its territorie.s. I shall expect a reply in 40 or 50 days, and 
since the merchants here assure me of the friendly feelings whicli tlie Koosh 
Begee entertains towards the British Government, and that he bears a kindly 
remembrance of my former visit, 1 shall look with interest and anxiety for the 


reply. 

10. With reference to what has been stated in the 3d paragraph of this letter 
regarding the commercial views of Russia towards Herat, it will not fail to 
strike his Lordship in Council that if they- should prove well founded, some 
explanation is found of the urgency with which Russia has counselled Persia to 
designs in that quarter; and .this opinion receives strength from the obstruction 
1— Sess. 2 . F 3 which 
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which Mr. Ellis met in procuring even a “ Rukum” from his Persian Majesty 
regarding immunities to British commerce in his dominions, similar to those j)OS- 
sessed by Russia. To a country wanting money, and abounding in raw materials as 
Russia, any new outlet to her commerce must be as dear as to Great Britain. 
We shall thus find a strong motive for the attention directed by her in this 
quarter, without believing that she contemplates the gigantic enterprise of in- 
vading either Cabool or India. It is also certainly true that there is no capital 
in Asia better adapted by its position for maturing the commercial views of 
Russia than Herat. The. time is not far distant when trade ran from India in 
that direction, from which it was only diverted by the present ruler of Cabool. 
Further, if Candahar become linked with Pc-rsia, tlie channel is complete, since 
through that city the communications to Herat are now carried on, and on an 
identity of interests between Candahar and Persia wifi follow all that the Rus- 
sian Government can desire. 

I have, ike. 

fsigned) Alex. Burnes, 

Cabool, 20 October 1837- On a Mission to Cabool. 


(True <!opy.) 

(signed) H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secret.ary to the Government of India, 
with the Governor General. 


'I'o Ca|)tain .7. Bunies, on ;i .Mission to Cabool. 

Sir, 

I AM (lir(‘ct(‘(l by the Hiirht Honourable^ the Governor General of India in 
Council to aeknovvlcclf^c^ the reeei])t of } our several letters of the dates and on 
th(5 subjects noted in the inav,G;in,* and in reply to forward for your information 
th(^ accompanying cojiy of a letter this day written to Captain Wade on the 
subject of those communications. 

2. I am (l('sir(‘d to take this o])portunity of assuring you that the Governor 
General in (nuncil is entirely satisfied with your proc(‘edirigs so far as they 
have l)ccn lu'retoforc reported, and he feels confident that in your future nego- 
tiations you will take care not to ('neourage^ any unreasonable hope on the part 
of Dost Mahomed, that you will studiously refrain front committing your own 
Government, and that you will endeavour if possible to effect the desirable 
object of reconciling the existing differences between the Sikhs and the Afghans 
without any ostensible intervention on our part. There would doubtless 
appi'ar to h(^ many advantages in jirosjieet could a reconciliation be effected on 
the basis of tlu’ n^storation of Peshawur to one of the brothers of the Ameer, jf 
such an arrangement could willingly be acceded to by the Maharajah. 

3. You will l(\arii from my letter to Captain Wade, that the Governor General 
in Council is doubtful as to the exi)edieiicy of your proceeding for the present 
to Candahar. In the existing complicated state of political relations in that 
quarter, liis Lordship in Council does not el(‘arly perceive what specific object 
could l)e aimed at by your presence there, and he apprehends that, on the con- 
trary, some embarrassment might be (‘xperienced. Ilis Lordship in Council 
relies upon your judgment for proceeding or otherwise to Candahar, as } ou 
may deem that step advisable ; but in e.ase of your proceeding, and until you 

* receive 


* Li tter dated ai August 1837, reporting your departure from Peahawur, atid giving* an account 
of your interviews with Koour Kurriick Singh, relative to the objects which the British Govern* 
ment had in view in sending a mission to Cabool. Letter dated 4 September 1837, reporting your 
having passed Kliybcr, and arrived within the limits of Dost Mahomed Khan’s jurisdiction in 
safety. Letter dated 8 September 1837, submitting a report on the political power of the Sikhs 
westward of the Indus. Letter dated 9 September 1837, reporting on the recent intercourse of 
Candahar with Russia and Persia, founded on documents and intorraation which you consider 
authentic. Letter dated 10 September 1837, stating, in reply to my letter of 31 July last, that 
in your opinion the restoration of Pephawur, under certain re^^trietionp, is likely most to contribute 
towards a reconciliation between the Sikhs and Afghans. 
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J receive further instructions, you will restrict yoinself to the duty of carefully 
; watchiuid; and reporting the (M)iirse of events, refraining from mixing yourself 
u]) with any of the intrigues which aj)j)ear to be in j)rogress in that ([uarter. 
You will at (he sanu* time so act as to mark the wi^h of the Governor (jcmeral 
in Council, to respect the indi'peiuican'c of all the chiefs of Afghanistan. 

4 . Ilis Lordship iii Couiual concludes, (hat yon keffj) Mr. Al‘N(‘i]l duly in- 
foruH'd of all authentic intelligence that may reacli you r(‘garding the endea- 
vours reported to be making with a view to the extension in an t*asterly direc- 
tion of Persian or Russian influence. 

1 haA'c, <S:c. 

(signed) IF. //. Maoia^Jitvn, 

Secretary to the Government of India. 

Fort William, 20 October 1H;J7. 


(No. 54.) 

From Ca))tain Al(\i'. on a Mi^^ion to Ga])ooI, to //C //. MaoKKihfcn, 

Esq., S(*(‘iTtar\ to (he (iovernmenl. of India, Fort. AVilliam. 

Sir, 

lx my letter of th(‘ 9th ultimo, 1 had the honour to make Known to the 
Right Honourahh‘ the Governor (ieiuu'al in (5)mi(‘il what had transpired at 
Chindahar since tlie arrival of an eh'liee at dial eitv from (he Shah of Ik'rsia. 
Sine(' dual Mahomed noos(‘in, th(‘ ag(‘iit ^-ent, by die Aimaa- of Gahool to the 
Court of T(‘hran lias rc-aelu'd diis. Imt Kumimr All Khan, du‘ ('l(‘lie(% has not 
made Iiis a])])(‘aranee. 

2. It appears that he was n ady to start for Cahool, and had aetnally mad(‘ 
one march in tliis dir('(*tioii, wlu ii I lajt e Khan Kaker, a man of sonu' \N(‘ight 
in this country, and who has hit(‘l\' goiu‘ to Gandahar, after (piarri‘Iling willi 
Dost Alahomod Khan, pointed out to tlu* (.'andahar Cdiiets tln^ inadvisability of 
[icnnittiiig any agent from P(‘rsia to go h(‘yond ( -andahar, and llml it was tor 
their interest diat tluy should of tluaiiselves enter into an alliance with Ptu'sia 
unconnected with their biolher in (Jal)ool. Rlu*. efleet of this advh^e was the 
recall of Kumhur Ali Khan to Caiulaliar, and ])v (lu‘ last hltiu’s lu* is rujw 
preparing to s(‘t out for Persia, and die univers.al and eurnait rumour is that 
tli(‘ C hief of (’andahar, Koliin Dil Khan, is to send his own sou along vvidi 
him, though, llajee Khau Kaker wishes to go lums(4f, unatduided by a sou of 
the Sirdar. 

AVhen this intelligence reaelual Caliool, the Anurr was much disj)l(Msed, 
and he is now on the (‘ve of se nding a confidential person to(Kindaliar to 
induce tiie elt^hee to continue his journey to (’ahool. lie acts thus to save his 
own credit with liis neighbours, tliough 1 S(‘e little iirohahility of Ids smaaaid- 
ing, if the Canclahar Chiefs eousider diey have gaimal a jioint by their own 
estahlishinent of an iude|)end(mt iuteu'course with Persia. Tli(‘ Persians also 
may really be a.sslsted in their de signs uj)on Herat by the Candaliar Sirdars, 
and in a much more useful manner than liy Cahool. 

4. Since', the date of my last let tea* on this sulijecl, 9th ultimo, I have 
received a most friendly coiiununicadoii from Sirdar Kohin Dil Khan, which 
in itself: if reliance is to be ])laced Ujiou it, is highly satisfactory. I liave been 
therefore considering how far it would lie advisable in me to Jiddress a remon- 
j^traiice to liini on the line of procedure which he is now following, but oii the 
strength of such a letter he might consider the liritish Government committed 
in some way to him, and I therefore for the present await the course of cvemts 
before I take any such step, and a very few weeks, even days, must decide the 
fate of the Persian mission to Afghanistan. 

I have, &c. 

Cabool, (signed) Alex. Burnes, 

2i October 1837* On a Mission to Cabool. 

( rrue copy.) 

(signed) H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, 
with the Governor General. 
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(No. :^7.) 

From Captain A, Hurries on a ^ ission to Cal)ool, to IF, //. Maaiag/ilen, Esq., 
Secretary to the Government of India, Fort \V illiam. 

ri HAD the honour to receive your very important communication of the 
11th of September, on the evening of the 2Jst, immediately after I had 
despatched my U tter of that day’s date to your address. It is satisfactory to 
think that my Despatcli of the 5th instant will put the Right Honourable the 
Governor General in Council in ])ossession of information which will, 1 doubt not, 
remove every anxiety as to the Chief of Cabool putting forth any extravagant 
pretensions ; though my short letter of the 21st exhibits a state of affairs at Can- 
dahar of a much U ss cheering nature. The very opportune arrival of the instruc- 
tions now acknowledg(‘d has placed me in such full possession of the views of 
Goyt rnnieiit, that I at once resolved to use my most active exertions to counter- 
act Persian intrigue in that quarter, and the more so as ptiblie rumour states, 
and universal l)elief siumts to confirm, that tlie Shah of Persia has actually 
marched on Kiiorasan, and, by the last reports, was close upon Meshid.] 

2. On the morning of, the 22d I r(‘(‘eived by a messenger from Candahar a 
full account of tin* i)r()ceedings at that city. Tlie Chief had finally resolved on 
despatching his second son, Malionimed Omar Khan, to Persia, along with tin* 
elchee ; had fixed iq)OU the persons who were to compose his suite, about 1.30 
in mimber; se t aside 11,000 rupcM s for the ex])enses of the journey, and mad(‘ 
provision for th(‘ presents with which the jjarty is to be charged to th(^ Shah 
and the Russian Ambassador, t’or his Maj('sty an elephant is to be sent, tor 
his minister a pmr of shawls, for th(‘ Russian Ambassador four shawls, for Abbas 
Klian ll(U-atc(‘ two sliawls, and KumbiT Ali himself is to be dismissed with 
every honour and res})eet. To conciliate still further his Persian Majesty, the 
name of the Sirdar's son is changed from (-)mar Khan to Mudud Khan, the 
former designation being offensive to Mahommedans ot tlie Shiah persuasion. 

[l have stated in my letter of the 21st that] thes(‘ measures were adopted 
by the advice* of Haje(; Khan Kal\(*r, but though h(‘ has no doubt had some 
siiare in the transactions, tiuTc are proofs of a much earlier disposition in 
tlu* t\andahar Sirdars to cultivate a close alliance with Persia, of which 
the late deputation of Hajee Mobeen is not tlu‘ least. The activity of their 
j)r(‘seiit ]U'oce(‘dii gs is said to arise from anxiety to strengthen themselves with 
Persia, under a belii'f that their brother in (Jabool Vill receive, to their exelu- 
.sion, the alliance of tlu* British Government ; for though these chiefs would 
willingly co-operate with Dost Mahomed Khan on any occasion where 
Barukzye supr(*mat;y was endangered, they sec in the advance of Persia east- 
ward immediate danger to themselves, and they rejoice in the opportunity 
w'hich they think they possc'ss in the presence of a Persian elchee to conciliate 
the Shah, in whose* jiromises their reliance seems firm. []()f the Birec brothers, 
one only, Rahim Dil Klian, is considered lukewarm in the cause.] Since their 
resohition has been taken, the Persian envoy, Kumber Ali Khan, has been 
introduced to many peopk^ in the city, and talked openly of the connexion 
between t andahar and Persia, and the vast benefits which must tlow Irom it, 
which include iamong otlu'r empty vaunts], a promise ot the cession of Herat 
when their combined forces shall liavc subdued that city. 

{. Since these repoits have reached this from other correspondents than my 
own, there could he no doubt that the time had arrived for using every exer- 
tion to put a stop to this intercourse ; [and though it would have n'lidered tin* 
assistance of the Ameer of Cabool niore certain, if something definite had 
been settled about tin* allairs of Peshawar, still his disposition was such that I 
b(‘lieved 1 could rt‘ly upon his co-operation without committing the Govern- 
ment by promises of anything in return.] I therefore resolved to enter, in the 
most unreserved manner, as to the views entertained regarding his brothers 
league with Persia. The Ameer himself, instead of receiving me at the Bala 
Hissar, came over in person to our residence, along with his brother, the Nuwab, 
on the morning of the 21th ; and 1 now' proceed to state the nature of our 
interview, which sets Dost Mahomed Khan’s conduct in a light that must prove, 
as I believe, very gratifying to Government. 


5. After 
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5. After we had conversed on the reported approach of the Shah of Pei*sia, 
of which the Ameer had also heard by letter from Candahar on the preceding 
evening, stating that liis Majesty had arrived at Shahrood, [Bootan,J 1 asked 
at once if there was any truth in the rumours that had reached me of his 

' brother, at Candahar, sending one of his sons to the Court of Persia. The 
. Ameer at once replied, that the very letter he had just ineiuioued, and which 
he showed to me, confirmed the report, but that he had not heard direct on 
the subject. 1 stated that I was anxious to inform him I saw no possible good 
that could result to Sirdar Kohin Dii Khan in such a step, and that 1 felt 
myself bound to tell him so. When Shah Shooja ool Moolk invaded this 
kingdom in 1833,” I added, “ you and your brothers at Candahar anted in concert 
with one another, and the British Government in evincing its syin[)athy with 
the difficulties under which your family now labours, is not likely to be urged 
on to use its good offices to allay differences in the ejist, when fresh causes to 
disturb the public tranquillity of these countries on the west, receive support at 
Candahar.” 

6. 1'he Ameer declared to me in the most explicit manner that if it was a 
cause of regi'et on our part it was doubly so on his own ; for he had himself 
bitterly repented his ever having had anything to do with Persia, and the more 
so, since he had received the Governor General s notification of my deputa- 
tion to this country. So much indeed had this been the case, that he had 
refrained from entering with me into particulars regarding Kumber Ali Khan’s 
mission ; and that, what was further, lie had resisted all persuasion to send a 
letter of invitation to that iierson when he reported his arrival at Candahar ; 
for though he could not refuse to ree(‘ive him, after the letters which he had 
addressed to the Shah, he saw cjlearly that it could not meet our approbation ; 
and that he was glad to say the elchee in (juestion would not? advance beyond 
Candahar. This, lie said, appeared to him the hej t way in wliicli he could 
mark his desire to ally himself to the British Government; and Ik? begzed to 
assure me that the whole of these transaetions at. (Kandahar were passing without 
his concurrence, and much against his* inclinntioii. 

7. I immediately replied that it was very pleasing to hear, such sentiments ; 
for though I could not doubt, after the detdarations which I heard since 
reaching Cabool, that these were his real feelings, yet it had beiai stated that he 
had taken offence at the detention of the envoy at Candahar, and had s(‘nt a 
confidential agent there, which now aiqieared to lie erroneous. [riiat 1 had 
alreadv pointed out to him the inability of the Persian Goveriinient to assist 
him, and of the worthlesstiess of the promises whicli had been m.ade, he was 
now able to judge, since neither men nor money wen? forthcoming ; that all 
whicli I had stated applied with equal force to his brother at Candahar, and 
that it was for their own real good to desibt from applications in a direction 
from which no possiiilc benefit would spring, and serious injury, as it appeared 
to me, must follow. J I felt myself bound, liowevei-, I stated, to explain very 
clearly that, [on this advice, J neither he nor his brother were to found hopes 
of receiving aid from the Briiish Government, [because I now pointed out to 
them the hollowness of a Persian alliance. I >aid that w(? could not for a 
moment allow of a comparison betwec.m that monurehy and Britain ; that the 
Shah, who now sat upon the throne had 1>een put there by British influence, 
that his resources were small and his army inefficient, and that these facts 
proved the inability of Persia to render the aid which she promised ; that her 
end was to try and unsettle these countries, to play one small State against 
another, such as Herat and Candahar, and her only oliject self-aggrandisement 
at the expense of others, and that too through promises which were deceitful.] 
The British Government [on the other hand] if they had not taken any active 
measures in these countries, hail now evinced their sympathy, while a good 
understanding between the chiefs of Afghanistan must ultimately lead to the 
benefit of all parties, and to the growth of that friendly feeling now first 
evinced by the present mission to this country. I hoped therefore he would 
use his influence at Candahar ; for I also felt myself bound, after a friendly 
communication which I had received from that quarter, to address a friendly 
letter jof advice to Sirdar Kohin Dil Khan* 

8. The Ameer declared that he himself was much concerned at what had 
pi^ed ; and said that I should have asked him sooner to use his influence, 
and he would have exerted himself long since. He saw clearly that the 

1 — Sess, 2. G designs 



50 


CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 


designs of Persia were sinister, and that Russia, through her, was preparing to 
try her fortune in these countries, as the British had tried it in India. For this, 
too, they liad themselves to blame, as that Court had found ‘out, from the 
applications of Kamran, of himself unfortunately, and of his brothers at 
Candahar, that this country is without masters ; but if the affairs of Peshawar 
are adjusted, his Persian Majesty will learn that the case is otherwise, and 
whether the British Government interested itself or not, he was resolved to do 
everything which he could to show his respect for its wishes, and conciliate it, 
and if he could not succeed he was equally determined to have nothing further 
to do with Persia ; that he would despatch a confidential courier (chuppur) to 
Candahar this evening, and remonstrate in the strongest language witli his 
brothers ; and that, furtluT, if he could not change them in their purpose, he 
would, if T advised it, put a stop to these intrigues by threats or by force of 
arms; for the /Afghans had no sympathy with Persia, and if Herat fell into the 
hands of that kingdom [of which there now ai)peared a great probability], it 
was tinu' to vinite their strength, or to take measures which would place the 
resources of (’abool and (Kandahar in one hand. I declared at once that the 
British Government would not give its countenance to any such step as active 
operations against his brother; but that if he succeeded in preventing Kohin 
Dil Khan from acting as he intended, it could not fail to be received as a 
strong mark of his desire for onr friendship, and 1 would add, of great good 
sens(‘. [Hc (lictat(‘d, in my presenc(^ three letters, to be addressed to Canda- 
har, and, along with them, a pa])(T of a very caustic nature was enclosed, a 
translation of both of which I apjxmd. 1 add, at the same lime, the communi- 
cation which I mysidf addressed, in which 1 have hcen as explicit as seems 
advisul)lc. 

9. Whatever he tlie ultimate (h stiny of these countries, whctlier one chief 
raises himself at the expense of the otlnu's, or they continue, as at present, in 
small ind(‘pc‘n(l(‘nt State's, it appears of the first importance, as they are now 
eonstituted, to exhibit a kind and conciliatory dc'mcanor towards all parties. 
The iK'eessit} of cutting off eommunieatioii with the wt*st has been fully 
acknowledged by his Lordship in Council, and the Ambassador in Persia has 
given his opinion of the lleces^ity tlu're exists of putting a stop to further inter- 
course between Pc'rsia and (Kandahar. I hope, there fore, that the e^ommuiiica- 
tion which I have now aehlressed to that ejuarter, e'e)mes strictly within the line 
of m v eluty : by its result tlu' j)ropriety of it will probably be judged ; but seeing 
the ills wdiieli must flow^ from such a decieleel step as se nding a son of the* chief 
to Persia, 1 e*onsiele*red it light first to interest Dnst \Jahe)me;el Khan in cutting 
asunder this alliance, anel next to exhibit to the chief how little it would 
conduce to his own interest. Arriving at a time when Persian and Russian 
intrigues were insinuating themselves into this e*ountry, a chain of circum- 
stances fortuitous in tbe'ir nature, and which at first foreboded distraction, has 
happily defeated for the present their designs in Cabool ; and, with the friendly 
footfng in this inqiortant capital whioli has been given to us by Ameer Dost 
Mahomed Khan, 1 found a strong hope that the Candahar Chiefs will also be 
turned from their purpose, and ultimately contribute to the ascendency 'of 
British counsels over that of every other power between India and Persia.] 

I have, &c. 

Cabool, :U October 1837. (signec) Alea:. Burnes, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


No. 1. 


[Tkanslation of a Public Letter from the Ameer, to the address of the Candahar Chiefs ; 

dated Cabool, 25 October 1837. 


A. C., 

I HAVE lately sent you all the news of this quarter, which you might have understood. 
What your letters contained, I comprehend perfectly. We have been always friends with 
each other, and the fruits of unanimity have and will always prove advantageous. You, 
and all my other brotliers at Candahar, have always written to me that I was your superior, 
and asked my advice on every subject, and declared that you would never contradict me. 

As Peshawar, which is our principal abode, fell into the hands of the Sikhs, on account of 
the foolishness of Sultan Mahomea Khan, and which has been a source of great trouble 

and 
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and vexation to us, so now Candahar, the place of our nativity, is always threatened by 
Kamran. These difficulties obliged us all to have recourse to the English, Persian, and 
Tartar Governments. It brou^t, at last, from east, the Englisli elchee, and from the 
west the elchces of Persia and Tartary. Before tlic latter embassies entered tlie country, 
I informed you, that as Alexander Burnes is coming here on the part of the British 
Government, it would be proper to send one of your brothers to Cabool, that we might 
consult on the matter, and settle things with him. You replied to me, that you would 
send Mchir Dil Khan along with the Persian elchee, and do what I advised. 

Meanwhile some rniiCmfYerstanding takes place between you and your brotlicrs, which 
prevents the elchee and MiJir Dil Khan coming here. Mr. Barnes arrives, and enters 
upon business; what he has seen and heard he has reported to his Go\eriuueiit, and it will 
also reach the Sikhs. Some hopes arise regarding Peshawar. It is well known to the 
world that the power of the Sikhs is nothing in comparison with that of tlie loigllsh, and 
if all our objects be obtained through that great power, so much the better. Mr. Bunu's, 
after settling matters in this <piartcr, intends to procec<I to Candahar, and thence, by the 
road of Shikarpoor, to Sindh. 

For these few da) a past no letter has eoine direct from yon; hut iVoin the contents of 
letters for Mr. Burne.s and others, J learn that on the information of a Persian army 
coming to Herat, you are going to st'iid )our son, Mahomed Omar Khan, along with the 
Persian Elchee, to the Shah. This has astonished me very mmh, because \ou m'\cr did 
anything before without my advice ; and what fruits do you hop(‘ to rca]) by sending y(mr 
son to Persia? If the British would ngt he friendly, tlnm you might mak(‘ IViendship witli 
others; the fonner art* near tons, and famous for preserving their word : the latter iire 
nothing in power as com[)ared with them. 

If you look upon me as greater than yourself, take my advice ami do not s(‘ml )oiir son 
to Persia. In the c^ent of \our ift)t attending to my advice, such eiremnslanee.s will 
hapj)en as will make you bite the finger with rejx'nlance. 

(True translation.) 

(sigmvl) Alex. Uurnrs^ 

On a Mission to Guhool.l 


No. 2. 


[Tj{ANSlax](>X of a Pri\atc Letter from the Ameer to th(‘ Ad<lri*ss of tin' ( hief of 
Candahar, enel<'s(Hj in the preceding; ilated (/’ahool, 25 Oeiohm* 1H.'J7. 

A. C., 

A I'KW days ago, Ale.xander Bnrnes received Informalioii that you are simding Mahomed 
Omar Khan to Persia. He privately asked me in the following manner : “ Notwithstanding 
the friendly feelings which subsists between the English and Aighans, your hrollier, it 
appears, is going to send his son to MalionnMl Shah ; how' will It do to keep foot in two 
boats? If they act by yf)ur advice, it far from wisdom. We (English) are looking for 
the prosperity of the household of the Afghans, and }ou, in return, an; doing .'iieh things. 
If you say that your brothers at Candahar are taking this step without your afhiee, the 
world will never believe it, hecau.se it is widl. known to the Euroja ans that Shah Shooja 
had nearly taken the city of Candahar, when you, being one blood, went with tro«)[)S 
and drove Shah Shooja from Candahar. Ft is, how’ever, possible that these matters at 
Candahar arc going on without your knowledge.’* Mr. Burnes said many things in tJiis 
style, and really I had no answer Uy give him. 

Oh! my brother, if you will do such things without my eoneunence, what will the 

f ieople of* the world say to it ? We have an enemy like liunjeet Singh in our nelghhoiir- 
lood, and the English may get the affair of Peshawar settled. How, then, can we enter 
on an alliance with others, If they exhibit to us friendship. 1 see nothing for tin; NIussul- 
inans, in their wars against the Sikhs, but to be friendly with the. English Governmimt, 
and endeavour to please them. If you will <io contrary to what F do, it will be very had, 
and finally create such animosity between us, if you go by one road and F by the other, 
that it must Injure the welfare of both. If you fear from Kamran at Herat, tlmt thing in 
time may also be settled through the means of the English. Consider deeply tluit the 
friendship of Persia is exactly like the following old proverb ; “ Until the antidi^te should 
he brought from Irak, the jioison of the snake causes death.” 

If you will not abandon the intention of sending your .‘^on to Persia, you must consider 
me your enemy. 

In ease you do not rely upon what Captain Burnes and I have Fjeen coinersing on, send 
your brother, Mihr Dil Khan, here for a few days, and lie will see an<l tell you all. , 

(True translation.) 

(signed) Alex, HurneSy 

On a Mission to Cabool. J 
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No. 3. 


fCorYofa Letter from Captain to the Chief of Candahar, Sirdar Kohin Dil Khan; 

dated Cabool, 24 October 1837. 

A. C., 

i ]iAi) the groat pleasure to receive your friendly letter, the arrival of which delighted 
me ^ery iniicli. What you said, that, “ 13y God, the feelings of friendship which I cntertfiin 
must correspond with those in your breast, and will strengthen the bonds of amity ; do 
not tliink otlierwise,” greatly pleased me, and T have been looking forward to the time 
when T should see and know you, and hear all about this good disposition from your own 
month. 

It is known to you that I came to this quarter with good intentions towards all parties, 
and ))articidarly to converge with all the members of your family, and I have received a 
very friendly reception at Cabool. At this lime I hear, from various quarters, that you 
are sending yoiir son to Iran ; when 1 look to the eoutent> of your letter, and to this step, 
I do not understand malters, and holieve that some parson has been deceiving me. Its not 
j)ossihle to hold two water-melons in one hand ; unanimity in families is a great source of 
power; family differences arc the certain cause 6f evil; and foreseeing as much as the 
feeble intellect of man can do into futurity, T see no good in the step yon now contemplate. 
Even I see that tlie I'rult of the matter will be iiotbir^ but repentance and loss; and wishing 
you well, I have thought it ]»r<*per to write to you. Let me hear from you, that 1 may 
know you eoiitliiue as much my friend as 1 am yours. 

(A true translation.) 

(signed) Alex. JBunies, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 

(True copies.) 

(sigiK'd) II. 1V)rreus, 

Dej)!i1y Secretary to tin* Goverument of India, 
with the Oovernor General.T 


To If . If. Mtiaui()hte)i, Esq., Secretiiry to the Governnicmt of India, 

h'ort William. 


Sir, 

L HAVK the honour to report, for the information of the Right honourable 
the (iov'cTiior (icneral of India in Couiieil, various eireumstances regardiiig my 
iiit(T( c)ui\se with Mec r Moorad Beg, the Uzbek Chief of Koondooz, which have 
led to the deputation of Dr. Lord and Lieutenant Wood on a visit to that 
personage. 

2. Irnnu'diately on my arviving in this eoiiiitrv, I endeavoured, by every 
means in my power, to <a)iieiliate tbe chief ; hut his known and avowed 
av('rsion to all EurojX’ans rendered the task very diffi(ailt. He had behaved 
badly to Mr. Mooreroft, and indifferently to myself. A letter which was 
addressed to his minister -by Nawab Jubbar Khan, in behalf of Mr. Vigne, who 
lately visited this (‘ountry, drew forth the very unfriendly reply (No. 3) vvliieh 
is aiiiK'xed ; and tin' late Dr. Gerard, on his return to India, was not more 
fortunate, as is exhibited in the translation (No. 4) of a letter from the chief 
whi(‘h I now possess. 

3. As the British- Nation had never done aught to excite such animosity in 
the mind of the Koondooz Chief, I have been long disposed to attribute the^e 
unkindly leelings to his belief that all lAiropeons were hostile to him merely on 
account of what befel Mr. Moorcroft. 1 therefore assured the Toorkistan 
merchants, particularly Bndro Deen, the principal of them, that we had no ill 
feeling to Moorad Beg ; and on the 6th ultimo, T addressed Atma, the Dewan 
Begee, his i)riiicipal minister ; but I forwarded the letter to him secretly, since 
it was not at all advisable to subject myself to such replies as had been already 
received. 

4. About the time of our reaching Cabool, the Meer of Koondooz sent an 
agent to this city, to see what was passing. He and Dost Mahomed Khan 
have not of late been on the best of terms, and the Uzbeck was not altogether 
satisfied that our presence might not affect him, as there was then an elchee 
from Bokhara at this place. Some explanation, however, ei^ued, and the 
messenger, in the name of his master, begged that Dost Mahomed Khan would 
get Dr. Lord to. inprove the eye-sight of his Mahomed Beg, the brother of the 

Koondooz 
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Koondooz Chief. The Ameer wrote, in reply, that he could not ask the medical 
gentleman to go to Koondooz, as he was his guest ; but that if he would come 
to Cabool, his house would be his home, and he would procure medical 
assistance. 

5. In the course of 22 days an elchee returni'd from Koondooz, and I was 
surprised to receive from his hands the annexed Iett(‘r (No. 1), addressed by 
Meer Moorad Beg to myself ; nor was the chief satisfied with this imj)lorati()n, 
but addressed Dost Mahomed Khan and Budro Deeii to sue for medical aid 
from us. The elchee, Mirza Budia, a man nnich in th(‘ confidence of the Chief 
of Koondooz, delivered to me a most friendly message, with tlu' very remarka- 
ble and spontaneous offer, that if the medical genthanan would come to Koon- 
dooz, he would cause all the MSS. and books of the lanuaited Mooreroft to be 
handed over to him. 

6. The Chief of Cabool was exee(‘dingly anxious to bring Moorad Beg’s 
brother across Hindoo Koosh ; but he had political obji'cts in view, and I 
thought it much more advisable for Mr. Cord to pnx'eed in per>on to Koondooz; 
and he started yesterday, in company with the (‘l(‘lie(‘ and an ageaU from Dost. 
Mahomed Khan. By liim I addressed a lett(*r to M(‘er Moora(i lU‘g (No. 2), 
the translation of vvhieh is appended. 

7. Along with Mr. Lord 1 luive also despatclu'd Lieuttaiant Wood; and as he 
carries vvith him his chronometers and other instruimaits, 1 h‘ will lx* (mabU'd, I 
hope, to materially improve the geography of this inteax'sting and unktiown 
part of Asia. Lieutenant Leech has already examiiu'd the gn^at ])ass over 
Hindoo Koosh ; and this officer, in both going and returning, may add a n(‘w 
route to our information. I trust also that Mr. Lord will lx* al)]e to ('oneili.iti* 
the f’liief of Koondooz by curing his brotlua- ; hut I am e(‘i taiu that tliat 
gentleman will advance our knowledge; of the ge'ology and botany of tin* stu- 
pendous mountains across which his route; lies. 

8. But, he)(vever desirems it must always be' te) enlarge' e)ur ge'ue ral knowle elge^ 
of these countries, I cannot hut (*emsiele*r the* juvsemt e)j)pe)rt unity e)f ee)nve*rsa- 
tion with Moorad Beg as fortunate and wedl time'el. 1'hat e'liie'f hael it always 
in his power to shut up the caravan re)ael from Cai)e)ol te) Betkiiara ; thougit he* 
is friendly to the. mercliant, petlitical eireumstane'e's have' se)me‘time‘s le'd him le) 
threaten he would take* such a step. Our pre se'ue'c has lieale'd his differe'iiex s 
with Cabool, and by tlie* e*stal)lishment e>f a i^exxi uiide'rstamling with him, the' 
link of communication will now be comple te* lre)m the* ^ea te) lh)kliara. 

I have, tScc. 

(.^igne-el) yl. 7b//v/c.s, 

Cabool, 4 November On a Missie)n to (’al)e)ol. 


I. 

TransLATH^N of 11 Letter from Ueer Mooriiel Beg, tlu* (liiof of Koondooz, to tlie Aeldress 
of Captain Burncs] reccive'd at Cabool on the 21tli ol‘0< tober 

After Coniplinients, 

I HAVE heard much of you and the great \visd<»m whl(*h yon possess; I h^arn from many 
quarters that you are as the renowned Bograt ( ni|)pocratos) among wi.M* men. Aty ytaing 
brother, Mahmood Beg, lia.s become dim -^igliteil ; if you can cure bim, f will be very 
th.ankful to yf)U, aiiel senel him to Cahool. I am friemlly with Anx'e*!- Doht Alahoiix*d 
Khan, anel his hou.se will be open to my brotlieu' as if it were my own hou.^i^. 

If it pleases (iod, and the eyes of my brother are eiired, you will have great faux; and 
name in (Tartary) Toorkistan. 

The bearer of this, Mirza Budia, will tell you all the. case; and rely upon wbat 
he says. 

Let me hear from you, and accept the horse which I send you, as a rarity of this country 
and a remembrance from me. • ^ 

(scaled) Moorad JJc^, 

(A true translation) 

(signed) A. Burnes, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 
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No. 2. 

Cory of a Letter addressed to Meer Moorad Beg, the Chief of Koondooz, by Captain 
Burnes; dated Cabool, 31 October 1837. 

After Compliments, 

I HAVE had great satisfaction in receiving the vefy friendly communication which you 
transmitted to me from Koondooz by the hands of vour confidential agent, Mirza Budea. 
I have understood all which the iVIirza has stated, and be assured that f feel honoured by 
the confidence you place in me, and more so at the high opinions which you entertain of 
Eiu'opean skill and knowledge. 

It IS to me a source of much regret that one so dear to you as your brother, the honoured 
Mahmood Beg, should labour under a disease so afflicting, a threatened loss of sight. Where 
would be the proof of the friendly feelings which I entertain towards you, if I allowed 
such an one to cross the snows of Hindoo Koosh, and seek for medical aid in Cabool ? Along 
with me, as you have justly heard, is a renowned (hukeem) physician, skilled in the science 
of Euro])e, and he hastens to attend you in your own. country^ The cure of a disease is in 
the hands of God, but Dr. Lord and Mr. Wood will omit nothing which can render their 
services of value to your brother and useful to yourself. These gentlemen arc the servants 
of the Government of India and my fellow travellers; they are very dear to me, and will 
make known to you the business which has brought me here, and all which they toll you 
be pleased to rely on. 

It is proj)er to mention to you that the object of the European Government in India is 
to lay open the roads to and from Hind and Toorkistan, that the caravans may pass safely. 
Your fame in protecting the merchant and exacting duties according to law (shira) is well 
known, but such is not the case throughout all the roads from Hind. When arrangements 
have been made for using the great river of Sinde as a channel of commerce, more merchan- 
dise will be sent into Toorkistan, and I rejoice to think that this will improve your revenue 
and increase your power. 

What Mirza Budea has stated to me about the papers and books of Moorcroft, which you 
will procure for me ; that is a great proof of your friendly feeling, and worthy of yourself. 
As the sight of your own brother is dear to you, so are the relics of a countryman who died 
in a distant country dear to all his friends (buradariin) and relations. 

For the horse which you sent to me 1 am very much obliged; in return I send you some 
of the rarities of Europe, such as a pair of pistols, a telescope, a watch, a sword-blade, 
ike., &c., of which I beg your acceptance from Dr. Lord and Mr. Wood, who will deliver 
them to you. 

I trust that it may he the will of God that your brother may be cured ; as much as man 
can do will he done for him. Think of the distance of hmrope (Furhnng) from Koondooz, 
and the good fortune which has brought a jdiysician at such an opportune time near him. I 
trust the omen is a\ispicious, and that the present occasion will also be the beginning of a 
lasting friendship between the British Government and yourself. Considcr.mc, who am one 
of its servants, as your friend, and let me hear of your welfare. 

(signed) A. BurneSy 

On a Mission to Cabool. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) A. Burnes, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


No. 3. 

Tkanslation of a Letter from Atma Dewan Begee, the Minister of Meer Moorad Beg, 
to the Address of Nawab Jubbar Khan ; received in Cabool 1835, about Mr, Vtgne» 

After Compliments, 

I WAS highly honoured witli the arrival of your kind letter ; its contents gave me great 
pleasure. The rarities, along with the compliments which some European (who is your 
friend) had sent by tlic cossid to my master, the Meer, safely reached me ; they were un- 
worthy presents for my master, who is king of this country. The man who has sent them 
and the messages was quite wrong ; such messages could only be sent by a master to a 
servant. It is not concealed from you that kings and beggars are independent, and never 
obey anybody. I gave all things back to the cossid, for they are useless in this country. I 
send you birds and seeds of tlie melon and water-melon, which my servant, Shama, will 
give you. 

If you have any business of your own, I will always do it with great pleasure. 

For God’s sake, for God’s sake, for God’s sake (tukseer), pardon me for my presumption 
in speaking out as follows :~-You have favourably recommended your friend, the European, 
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in your letter; I cannot do anything for him, because the holy Meer does not like Eu- 
ropeans ; he even hates those who mention their name. Bo you thiuk it possible, therclbre, 
that I ^ introduce your friend, the Faringee, to the Meer ? No, no, I dare not do so ; f 
would incur risk and danger. Pray excuse my refusal. 

(A true translation.) 

(signed) A, Bftr/ies, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


No 4. 

% 

Translation of a Letter In reply from Moor Moorad Beg, the Chief of Kooiidooz, to the 
Address of the late Dr. Gerard \ received at Cahool 1834. 

After Compliments, 

Your letter, with the news of your health, cxjilaining some circumstances and inquiring 
as to others about Moorcroft, reached me, and I fully understood what it contained. 

Tt is well known that Moorcroft came to tliis country, and after some stay, went towards 
Bokhara along with his property, whence he returned in good health. 

On his arrival at Muzar he fell ill and died: whatever property he had was taken by 
Shooja-oo-Dcen Khan, the ruler of that plaei*, and I know notliing about it. 

You write also regarding the establishment of friendship with me, but reflect well ho\v, 
for the dirty world, can I make friendship with the ])coplo of another faith. We arc 
neither desirous of your friendship nor your enmity, nor do we wish intercourse with 
any one. 

If any one, excited by animosity, comes into our country, we shall try our fortune, and 
not fail in anything as far as our power [lermlts. 

Whenever a person may happen to come Ihtc on eommereial business, after l)Mying the 
duty, according to the law of merchants, he shall get his leave, hven all tlie men of flurope 
may conduct trade through my country ; I have no objection to it, but I Jiave no desire to 
be friends with them. 

The scissors and penknife reached me, and I send \ou, as you request, tea, 200 tollahs in 
weight, 

(True copy.) 

(signed) A. Ihirnrs^ 

On a Mission to (cabool. 


(No. 61.) 

From Captain Alex. Burjies, on a Mission to ('abool, to //'. //. Macnagktcn, 
E.sq., Se(?rt‘tary to the Government of India, Fort William. 

Sir, 

With reference to my letter of the 19th ultimo regarding the overtures of 
his Highness Meer Sobdar to the Ameer of Cabool, 1 have novv the honour to 
report, for the information of the Right Honourable the Governor General of 
India in Couneil, that they have met with no favour from Dost Maliomed 
Khan. 

2. I have at various times explained to the Ameer the natun* oLour position 
in Sinde, and the influence which we had estahlished in that country ; and 
though nothing could be more acceptable to the Chief of Cabool than money, 
he has informed Meer Sobdar that he wishes to have nothing to say to him, 
and he does so believing that such an answer pleases the British Govern- 
ment. 

I have, &c. 

Cabool, (signed) Alex, Burnes, 

5 November 1 837. On a Mission to Cabool. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, 
with the Governor General. 


G 4 
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To W . H. Macnaghten, Secretary to the Government of India, Fort William. 

Sir, 

W ITH reference to the 1 0th paragraph of your letter of the 15th of May last, 
regarding the individual named Hajee Hoossain Air Khan, wlio gave himself 
out, as an ambassador from the Chief of Caboql, and whose credentials were 
forwarded to me, 1 have now the honour to report that I have shown the same 
to the principal secretary of Dost Mahomed Khan, and through him to the 
Chief, and that the whole is a, fabrication from beginning to end, the indivi- 
dual in question not having been here for the last 14 years. 

2. The Ameer of Cabool and his adnsers are vexed at what has happened, 
and have been speculating on the mode of i)unishing such a knavish impostor, 
but I imagine that he will not give such an opportunity by jVisiting CabooL 

I have, &c. 

Cabool, (signed) Alex. Burne.s, 

6 November 1837. On a Mission to Cabool. 


To 


Sir, 


Jf' . II. Alacnaghte)!, Esq , Secretary to the Government of India, 
Fort William 


I HAVE now the honour to report, for the information of the Right Honour- 
able the Governor General of India in Council, that since my communication 
of the .list .ultimo, more authentic particulars regarding the movements of 
Persia have been received at this city, and it now appears certain that the 
Shah has not advanced beyond Meshid, and, all but probable, that his Majesty 
is still at Tehran, the rumours which are afloat having arisen in consequence of 
a party of 5,000 or (5,000 men accompanying the mother of the Shah on a pil- 
grimage to Meshid. 

2. It is, however, considered quite certain that the Shah does entertain designs 
to the ehslward, and as Herat is necessarily the point to which his attention would 
b(' first directed, Shah Kamran has become alarmed, quitted Laush, and re- 
turned to Herat, where he is now said to be cngjiged in repairing the ditch and 
fortress, and in storing wood and provisions. It therefore appears that, not- 
withstanding the tender of his allegiance to Persia, he has no intention of 
quietly submitting himself to that power. 

3. There is no doubt that Herat, as it is described, is a place of some 
strength iq this part of Asia, but- there is only one opinion regarding Kamran, 
that he is a cruel and tyrannical man, very dissipated, without friends, and 
who can expect no Jissistance from his countrymen, over whom his oppression^ 
are almost incredible. His minister, Yar Mahomed Khan, and Shere- Mahomed 
Khan Huzara, are the great aids of Kamran ; the one has ability, the other can 
command the services of 5,000 or 6,000 men, but the military strength of 
Herat cannot be of much consequence, as is proved by the investment of Laush 
ending unsuccessfully after a lapse of eight months. Kamran, however, has 
some treasure, and he has increased it and the number of his*troops by selling 
his Shiah subjects to the Toorkmans, but funds so acquired must in the end, 
as it appears to me, weaken instead of strengthening him. It is, therefore, 
believed that Herat, if not surrendered to a Persian army, would be betrayed 
into their hands and if the Shah chooses a proper season to march against it, 
the latter, I imagine, will be its fate. 

4. While the cruelties experienced by all individuals of the Shiah creed lead 
the Shah of Persia to be revenged upon Herat, the Persians qre, it is said, still 
further incited to its attack from the best roads to Orgunje and Bokhara (to 

which 
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which their ulterior attention is directed) leading from that oit}'. I do not 
believe that Persia will ever make a successful inroad into their states, or put 
a stop to her subjects being enslaved, even if actively aided by lUissia, for 
nothing but their permanent possession would arrest the odious system of man- 
selling now prevalent among them. 

5. In advancing even upon Herat the Persians experience serious evils, for such 
is the position of Khiva and Bokhara, that all detachments and supplies are 
likely to be attacked by Toorkmans, and, if I can place credit on my informants, 
the King of Persia’s last camj)aign was a most disastrous one in the loss of men 
and subjects thus kidnapped. The Khivans even marched off some of the 
Toorkmans under Persia, as well as some thousand Pca-sian families. Herat 
will, tlierefore, 1)(‘ a very inconvenient position to retain ])Ossession of. sn])])osing 
it to fall. It is to Persia what Peshawur is to tlie Sikhs ; in the one tin* Shiahs 
will excite religious animosity in their Soom i* neigld)()urs, as in the othe r tln^ 
whole Mahoniedan population are ever ready to enter on anything that can 
injure their Sikh rulers. 

1 hav(‘, &c. 

(Jabool, (signed) //. Ihinies^ 

10 November IHO;. On a Mission to Cabool. 


(i\o. 18.) 

From ll\ It. Macnaghten, Esq., Secretary to the Governor (General of India, 
to C'aptain A. Ihirncs, on a Mission to Oa])ool. 

Sir, 

I AM desired by the Right Honourable tlu^Govtu nor General of India, toacknow - 
ledge the rc'ceipt of your two letters of tin; dat(‘s and on the subjects noted 
in the margin ^ in the former, containing a duplicates of your letter of the 9th 
of September. 

2. In reply I am desired to state that your information as regards the mission 
of an elchee from Herat to the Shall of IVrsia is correct, though yon do not 
appear to have been accurately informed, at the date of your lett(T, of the terms 
on which the ruler of Herat desires to be reconcil(*d to her powerful neighbour. 
The particulars of this negotiation, and of tlie part wfiich Mr. McN« ill has taken 
in it, will doubtless reach you long before tin; re(‘eipt of tliis lett( /. 

3. On the subject of your second letter I am merely desire I to oliserve, for 
the present, that your account of tlu; reeejition afforded to you at Cabool is 
highly gratifying to his Lordship, who does not doubt that you will turn to the 
best account the very favourable disposition manif<‘Stcd by the Ameer. 

4. I am desired to take this opportunity of forwarding, for your information, 
the accompanying copy of a letter this day written by order of his l.ordsliip to 
Captain Wade, as connected with the important objects of your mission. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W, H, Alacnaghten, 

Ghazeepore, Secretary to the Governor General of India. 

13 November 1837* 

(I'rue copy.) 

(signed) II. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, 
with the Governor General. 


To 


• Letter dated 18 September 1837, reporting that intelligence has just reached of Shah Kamram 
having acknowledged allegiance to Persia, and sent an elchcc with presents to the Shah, at Tehran, 
that the circumstances would not appear to l>e known in Cabool, and stuli/ig what you believe the 
effect to he. ^ T.<ettcr dated 24 Sepreraber 1837, reporting your arrival at C’abool, the delivery of 
your credentiali, and the gratifying reception of them and the mission in that capital, with your 
remarks. 
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To IV. If. Macnaghten^ Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, 

Fort William. 

Sir, 

I DO mys{ If the honour to transmit, for the information of the Right Honourable 
the Governor General of India in Council, tlie copy of a letter received some time 
since by the An ir of Cabool from his Excellency Count Simonitch, the Russian 
Ambassador at Tehran, likewise one from the Amir’s agent forwarding the same. 
I append translations of these documents. 

2. His Lordship in Council is already aware, by the Despatches of Her 
Majesty’s Ambassador in Persia, that a communication was also addressed by the 
Russian Ambassador to the chief of Candahar [which fell into Mr. M‘Neirs 
hands, and was transmitted by his Excellency to Lord Palmerston]. A double 
opportunity is now otfercd of judging of the designs and intentions of Russia in 
this quarter. 

[Before my arrival in Cabool 1 had heard, through Mr. Masson, of the 
communication now forwarded; but some doubts had oc(airred as to its authen- 
ticity, from its wanting a signature, which can no longer be entertained. In the 
course of an interview with Mirza Samf‘c Khan, a few days Jigo, the con- 
versation turned on Russian designs, and I at once asked him as to tim 
communication wliich the Ameer liad receivt'd from Russia, when lui offered 
to show it to me, and sent it accordingly. Not the least remarkable portion of 
this communication is the accompaniment to tlie Russian ambassador’s com- 
munication.] 

4. If anything were wanting to bear out the correctness of Mr. McNeil’s 
views, as expressed in his Despatch of the 30th of June last to Her Majesty’s 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs, regarding the encouragement given to Persia 
by Russia to extend her influence to the countries eastward, these papers now 
forwarded carry the clearest proof of it, for the Russian Ambassador himself 
commences the correspondence with the chi(‘f of Cabool, and tells him that if 
the Shah of Persia will not assist him his Court is ready to do so. 

5. [l am glad to say that no answer has as yet been returned to Count 
Simonitch’s letter, and I have every reason to believe that none will ever bo 
sent, but in the now very improbable event of this chief’s despairing of the 
sympathy and friendly feelings of the British Government.] 

I have, &c. 

t)abool, (signed) A. Burnes, 

15 November 1837. On a Mission to Cabool. 


No. 1. 

[Translation of a Letter from the Russian Ambassador at Tehran, to the Address of 
Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan, of Cabool. 

After Compliments, 

In these happy days the respectable Hajie Ibrahim Kban, one of your people, arrived 
at the dot)r of his Mnjesiy the Shah. He has now gut leave to return to you, and I embrace 
the opportunity to write to you, being induced to do so by the praises which I am always 
hearing of you, and the iViendly conversation which luia passed between your m.iii and 
myself. Through him, therefore, I send this friendly letter, and hope that you in future 
will keep up a correspondence with me. 

Considering me your friend, 1 trust that you will .strength<‘n the bonds of friendship by 
writing to me and freely commanding my services, as I shall always be happy to do anything 
for you.; 

Look upon me as your servant, and let me hear from you. 


(Sealed) Wuzeeri iVlookhtur, Dowlut Behayee Roosia. 

Graf Iwan aSiV/iowiYcA.] 
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No. 2. 

[tbanslation of a Letter to Anicer of Cabool, forwarding the preceding from Ilajee 

Ibrahim, his Agent at Tehran. 

After Compliments, 

I BEACHED the camp of the Shah in tlio montli of Juraadoolwiil. "When his Majesty 
learned the contents of your letter h<' was happy and kind to me. At that time the Shah was 
atCushma Ali, seven marches from Tehran, near Dam Ghou. He stated that on jirriving at 
Khalpush he would discharge me, with some mcasiige to you. On his reaching Kind Posh 
he went h) punish the Turkmans, and I aecompanle<l his Majesty as desired. AVlien we 
returned to Shah Rood the winter set in, and the Shah, by the julviceot Ids counsellors, left 
his artillery there, abandoned tlie intention of going to Herat tins year, and retiiriu‘<l to 
Tehran. He ordered his nobles to get ready by Nouroz for an (‘Xpedition to Herat. 

The Shah directed rne to inform yon tliat he will shortly send an (dehi, who, after mec'ting 
you, will jwocced to Runjeet Singh, to explain to him, on th<‘ part of the Shah, that if he 
(Rurijeet) will not restore all th(‘ AtFghan countries to yon, the Ameer, he must be ]>r(‘pared 
to receive the Persian army. V\ hen the Shah takes Herat he has [)roinis(‘il to send you 
money and any troo]>s you want. 

The Russian Ambassador, who is always with the Shah, has sent to yo«i a lelt(‘r, winch 1 
enelose. The substance of his verbal inessagi's to you are, that if the Shah does everything 
you want, so mneh the betti r, and If not, tlie Russian (lovernment will furnish you (the 
Ameer) with everything wanting. 

The object of the nnsslan elehee bv (his UK's.^age is to have a road to (h(‘ English (India), 
and for tins they are \ery anxious, lie is waiting for your answ(*r, and I am sure lie will 
serve )ou. The letter you sent thnmgh Aga Mahomed Kushee pleased tin* Shah very 
much, and he (Mahomed Hoosein) w ill soon return to you. 

Tlie Asufool l)owlal», the ruler of Khorasan, lias Avrittmi to the Shah that he saw Yar 
Mahomed Khan on this sid(‘ of Turlmt. He says that he lias not power to oppose the Shah, 
but he will not serve him until the Shah gives him money to take Candahar and (Jabool. 

I send you the letter (firman) of the Shah, which will, I trust, meet ap])robation. 

(True translation.) 

(signed) A, JJumes, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


(True copy.) 

(signed) H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Govermnent of India, 
with the (governor General. *1 


To JV. IL Macnaghten, Estj., SetTctary to the Govenimeut of India, 

Fort William. 


Sir, 

I DO myself the honour to report, for the information of the Right Honourable 
the Governor General of India in Council, the following li(*ads of intelligence, 
wliich have reached me by a cossitl from Herat, who arrived in Cabool in 27 days. 
The coshid brings a letter Ironi the Attar Bashee, a man of high r(‘speelability, 
bidding mv give evidence to wliat he says ; but of course the same reliance is 
not to be placed as if it had been written from Herat. 

2. The King of Persia had reached Shahrood Boo.stan, half way to Meshid, 
where he had been met by the Asoofool Dowla, the Governor of Khorasan, who 
urged his Majesty not to advance on Herat at present, btit settle the affairs of 
Ispahan and Shiraz, which are disordered, and return in the s])ririg to Herat. 
His Majesty suspects the Asoofool Dowla of intriguing with Kamran, and is 
farther urged to advance by respectable people who Inive been driven from 
Herat. 

3. The son of the Asoofool Dowla, who holds Meshid in his father’s absence, has 

l—Sess. 2. H2 however 
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however ordered a small body of troops, with some guns, to encamp outside thfe 
city, on tile road to Herat. This movement is attributed by some to a letter 
which the rulc^r of Laush addressed to the Shah, and has for its object the preven- 
tion of Kamran’s again investing that fortress. The chief of Laush is friendly to 
Persia from fear of Kamran. 

4. “ On the return of Futteh Khan from Tehran it was immediately given out 
that the British ambassador had sent a message to Kamran’s vizier, Yar Mahomed 
Khan, to repair the fortress, collect all the Sooiinees, and ask the aid of the 
Huzaras and Toorkmuns to resist Persia, all of which is now being done. The 
Toorkmuns in and about Shuriikhs, as also the Suha Toorkmuns, have promised 
every support to resist the Shah, whose intentions, it is supposed, are to winter 
in Khorasan, and see if he cannot reduce Herat by stopping a supply of 
provisions. 

5. ‘‘At the same time, Yar Mahomed Khan is certainly in correspondence 
with the Shah, and is even said to have invited liis Majesty to Herat, and to 
make it his r(‘sidence till it is convenient to march on Candahar and Cabool. 
For his good oHiees, Yar Mahomed Khan is promised the possession of Herat.” 

(). The Sliah has also sent very valuable pri‘sents to Slun’t*. Mahomed Khan, the 
Hiizaree chief, who is an adherent or rather an abettor of Kamran. With tliese 
he has mad(^ a request that he wx)uld not assist Kamran when attacked by the 
Persian army. 

7. “ The intention of the chief of C’andahar to desi)ateh one of his sons with 
the Shah's elehee, on his r(‘turn to PcT'ia, has reached Herat and given grCat 
dissatisfaction. Yar Mahomc'd Khan has even written a ktter of remonstrance, 
declaring that no Affghan had ever so disgraced himself. Shumso Deen Khan 
Populzyc', a (‘omuwiou of Kamran’s, now pitched at Kela Kah, near Seistan, is 
instructed to sc'ize, if possible, the ( hie f of Candahar's son, on his road to Persia, 
and the Affghans of Bukwa, near Furrali, have promised to assist him. The 
route of the Persian mission, on its return, will be by Seistan to Kai'en, Bnrjon, 
and Meshid or Tcdiran, (he (dii(‘f of Seistan, the son of Khan Jan, who is a 
Shiali, liaving received a sum of money from Persia to give protection through 
liis country. ’ 

S. Tlicsc r(‘ports serve' to explain the cause of exeitemciit in Herat and this 
country. Since' (lu'y ariivcd, your letter of the 28th of August, enclosing the 
copie's of the Despatches of 11(t Majesty's Ambassador in Persia, reached me on 
the J 1th instant, hut the paragraph No. .*5, alludc'd to as having beem addressed 
to his Excellency, lias been (my mistake, 1 suppose) omitted. The gooel effect, 
however, of Air. Mac Neil’s intervention in the affairs of Herat, is already, as his 
Lordship in Gouneil will observe, beginning to show itself in Affghanistaiu 
I have felt myself much strengtliened by the receijit of so full an account of the 
ambassador’s proceedings, and 1 have not failed to keep him informed of all that 
is passing here. 

1 have, &e. 

Cabool, (signed) A. Burnes, 

16 November 1837. On a Mission to Cabool; 


To ir. IL jMacjiaghten, P]sq., Secretary to the Government of India, 

Fort William. 

Sir, 

Without waiting for the reply of my communication to the Chief of Can- 
daliar, I consider it advisable to dispatch by this opportunity the annexed 
document, which purports to be the heads of a treaty between the Shah of 
Persia and the Sirdars of Candahar. I have seen the original paper, which 

arrived 
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at^ivefl here a few days ago, [and was sent to me by the Ameer, J so that there 
is no doubt of its authenticity. 

2. On the afternoon of the ]3tli instant, I was specially invited by the Ameer 
to the Bala liissar, and had an opportunity of conversing with Dost Mahomed 
Khan on matters of some moment, as well as the subject of this paper. He 
proceeded to inform me tliat its contents had given him great dissatisfaction, 
and that probably a corresponding feeding would arise in the mind of the 
British Government on acc^ount of it ; that it was very evident tluTC was some 
crisis at hand in the affairs to the west ; and that Herat certainly, and Candahar 
probably, would fall into the hai\ds of Persia, if some arrangement were not 
speedily entered upon to check her approach, as it was very clear, from ev(uy 
account, that Persia ('ould not of In^rself act in this manner; she must be 
assisted by Russia. [His motive for having sought this private intervic'w wjis 
to assure me that he was (mtirely l^higlish in his views, interests, and opinions, 
and that his position, S(Tvices, and power were at our disposal to ehei'k these 
inroads; but it was very advisable in sueh a state of things to act bt'times. 

3. I thanked the Ameer for his friendly declaration, and assured him that I 
would convey it to liis Lordship in Council; but at tiie sanu' tiriu* I tliought it 
right to assure him I hat I did not attacdi mueh importance to tlu' heads of llu' 
treaty between (Kandahar and Persia which he had sent to me. From it, 1 
admitted that before his or my letters eonld gel to (Jandaliar, or liad beem 
written, that the result of Knml;(‘r Ali Khan’s visit then' had geiu'rated a reso- 
lution to <lepu(e a son of Sirdar Kohiii Dil Khan to Persia, wliieh might or 
might not be put into effect; hutj^ 1 observaal that ainv)ng olhi'r wry dubious 
portions of the treaty, was a promise tliat tb(‘ British Ambassador in Persia 
would see its terms fultilh'd on this point. 1 found myself at lilx'rly to state 
most unhesitatingly tiiat no such promise wmupl b(* fullilhal, and that an ujjJus- 
tifiabh' use had been ma{l(‘ of the name of tli(‘ British ( i()\ . rnment io that 
doiunuait, sinei' it was eontiary to its policy to hew down Ih'rat for the Ixmefit 
of Landalur. 1 could uot also help obs(a‘\iug tliat tile whole of tlu' sli))ulat!oiis 
seeiiK'd ill favour of (/.indaliar, and 1 (pu'sliom'd very mueh tlu' authiirily on 
whi^li the Persian eh'lua* liral imule tli(Mii. 

[ 4 . With refereiK'c tollei'al, f told t I k* Anua'r that 1 n-lied oinhe iiih'I!i';‘ene(‘ 
which 1 had received both from that city and ihu’sia tiiat there was ito imnu'- 
<liate danger of its l)(‘ing alhieked, and that when tin* did arrive, it was 

satisfactory to think tiiat tin* British (iovernment had so willing and nady a 
friend in this quarter as himself, and that nc‘\t to shunning ali eommuni(‘ation 
with tin* PiTsian elehe(‘ deputed to him, the present declaration must be held 
as tlie bi’st [U’oof of lii.s siiu'erity. 

a. B) the l ltli paragrapli of instriu’tions issued to me on the 1 till of S(‘p-. 
tc'mber last, lam authorised to proceed to (’andaliar or Herat, but that at 
present seems neither advisable nor nece.ssary, sin<‘i‘ the inlliienee of our namci 
is strengthened by the friendly fooling that has lieen se(’ured in Cabool. It 
bowevcT appears from the aecom|)animent to Air. M'Ndll s letter of the .‘)Oth 
of June last, that the Persian (joverniiu nt is not likely to desist from its designs 
against Herat and this ([uarter ; and as.sureilly tlu^ disposition of the Camhihar 
Sirdars, which will of course be made the most of liy the elehee, is not cal- 
culated to turn away their attention. It may, perhajis, therefore appear wairthy 
of the consideration of his Lord.^hip in Council to decider how far Government 
will go in its offers, whether of money, countenance, or protection, to detach 
the Cliiefs of Afghanistan from a Persian alliance. 1 am in great ho])es that 
through the Chief of Cabool alone we may ultimately succeed in accomplishing 
that which is desired ; but when Herat is threatened from day to day, and may 
fall, it will not, I respectfully believe, be considered premature to deliberate on 
what is to be done iu that event in Cabool and Candahar.] , 

I have, See. 

(signed) Ale.v, Burnes^ 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


Cabool, 

19 November 1837 
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No. I. 

No. 2. 


[Tkanslation of a Note from Mooltah Abdool Rashid, the Chief Manager of Kohin Dil, 
Khan of Candahar, to tlie Address of Ameer Dost Mahomed, Khan of Cabool. 

The treaty which the Sirdars have made with Kurnber Ali Khan Ls as follows : When 
Taj Mahomed iClmn was at Tehran, the Shah spoke to him about Herat, and promised if any 
of the brothers sent one of their sons to him, and he was assured of their fidelity, he would 
give them Herat, and never intrude upon the country of the Afghans. The Persian troops 
will be considered as under the Sirdars ; we are never to make friendship with Kamran. 
The expedition for the taking of Heeratmust be undertaken according to the wishes of the 
Sirdars. Whatever number of forces, either small or large, are required for assistance, the 
Shall is to furnish them, and they are to be under us. On the arrival of Mahomed Omar 
Khai> at Tehran, with Kurnber Ali Khan, the treaty made here must be shown by the 
Shah to th(‘ Ambassadors of Russia and England. They, with the two Viziers of the 
Shah, are to witness it, and be responsible IW the oath, also for the manner in which 
the Shall receives Mahomed Omar Khan. The Shah will then send us money for the 
expenses of 12,000 cavalry and 24 guns. When everything for the troops is completed, 
wc are to march and encamp at Furash Rood; on our arrival there, one of the two Viziers 
of the Shah nuist come to us, with K\unber Ali Khan, and bring money for the troops. 
The Vizier is also to convince ns of the preservation of the articles of the treaty on the part 
of the Shah. After thi.s. Sirdar Mehr Dil Khan is to nc-company the Vizier to the Shah at 
Meshid, and whatever nninhor of Iroofis lie may want lie is to take from the Shah, and then 
march against Herat, ih(‘ expenses of the army being jiaid by the Shah. By the grace of 
(lod, when Hei at is conquered, we are to be left masters of it. After taking the citjr, the 
Shah reqiiii‘('H from ns in return, that whenever be may have any civil war in Persia, we 
must assist him. Such are the articles of the treaty, wbleli after it bears fbe seals of the 
Shah’s two Viziers and the Russian and Fnglish Ambassador, must be returned to us. 
Mahomed is going for this purpose, but we do not know what are the wishes of God, and 
what will happen. 

(A true trauslation. ) 

(signed) Alex, Burnett^ 

On a Mission to Cabool. J 


(True copies.) 

(signed) W. H. Macnaghton, 

Secretary to the Government of India. 


To W. II. Macnaghten, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, 

Fort William. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for the information of the Right Honourable 
the Governor General of India in Council, the translation of a letter of some 
importance from Maharajah Runjeet Singh, whicdi has just reached me through 
Lieutenant Mackeson, with a request that I would send an early answer. 
I have not delayed in doing so, and annex also a copy of the same, which, after 
due consideration, it seemed fitting I should address to his Highness. 

2. I have forwarded the original for his Highness through Lieutenant 
Mackeson, who by this time is in the Maharajah’s camp, and 1 have requested 
that officer to traiismit this communication through Captain Wade, that he 
may peruse it as it passes on to Government. 

I have, See, 

Cabool, (signed) A, Burnes, 

25 November 1837. On a Mission to Cabool. 
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Mo. 1. 

Tkanslation a Letter from Mahaiajah Kunjoot Singh <0 the Address of Captain 
A, Burnesy rocei\cd at Cabool 25 November 1837. 

After Compliments, 

Br the grace of Shree Akal Poonikhj(H\ there is a groat and everlasting friendship 
between the two Governments, namely, the Khalsa and the Company. Von are Jiiy old 
fnend, therefore I anxiously hope that you will let me hear of your good health, and the 
affairs in which you arc now engaged. I was certain from the tirst day that (‘very thing 
you did would be agreeabh*, and not full to increase the friendship of the two Courts; but 
since I have had the pleasure to receive the frloudly letter from the Right Honourable Lord 
Auekland, I have entire eonlidcnce in )oii. 

Ills Lordshi[> write." to me that you will always con.sult with me and take* my advice iu 
the eirounistanei's y‘'U are engaged in that (piarier, and will never p(‘rl*orm any bu.siness 
without my knowledge, for the (rlend"lil[i between the (wo (io\(‘rnim*nls is very great. 
Tins ine.s.^age from bis lau'dship has givt'ii me great peat'c of mind. 

My fri<*nd, the frl(’nd"hlp of the t wo ( io\ ('rnments, which is sinniglhened by engage- 
ments and treaty, is as well known as (he brighlm ss of the mui, and llu; eh-eiimstanees as 
well as the agroein(‘nts of the people (»f Wilavat (Afghans), are not e(Viie(‘aIed from 
you; they are self-interested, and do not re(piir(‘ my (‘xplanation to you. 

Since the eonntiy of Poshawiir fell into my hands, its chlef'^, Sooltan Mahomed and 
Peer MalKuned Khan, are undi'r iiu'. 'Idu'V are j»h'asMl with me. and havi; it'e(‘i\(‘d 
jageers (land) j)rodueing many lacs of njp(M‘s In return for (heir f’airhfnl x'uviee, and the. 
horses of nohh' hrc'cd \vlil<'li they prc'sent to me. Ke(“ping all tlie.se things befon' > 011 , 
r hopi^ yon v^ll do such biihino'^s as may pr<)\»‘ beiudieial to both (iovi'mintmls, and also 
may not creat(‘ any injury to the countries nnd<'r me. 

Let me hear from yon, us J am always d(‘sirous to learn your welfare. 


'FiiANSLATfON of an Knclosnre. 

After Compliments, 

I AM surii that you will e\(‘r pr(‘ser\(‘ lh<‘ laws of friendship, agr(‘eal)ly to tin'. sacTod 
engagements which exist between the two Governments, jind that, when ver yon may be, 
you will do all in your jiower to inereas(3 it; further, that you will m'vc'r h iid your ears to 
the conversation of (hose wdio an; not, friendly, for tin* word of the Lng!i,"li is fanuMl 
throughout the world. 

(A true tran.'-lation.) 

(signed) A. Bnrnesy on a Mission to Cabool. 


No. 2. 

Copy of a Letter from Captain Burnes to Maharajah Runject Singli, sent from Cabool on 

25 November 1837. 

Af(<^r Compliments, 

At this happy moment I hava; had great .'iatisfaetioii in receiving your most frif'iidly 
letter from the hanks of tlie Jeliun. It is only tlina; or four day.s .sima; 1 had the honour 
to write to you, and in >ueh a manner that the hdter then sent .seem.s to he (ht; answ'er to 
your present aeeeptahle conmiunieation ; but friemfs never can eorr(.‘hp(jrid too Ircfiueutly 
with one another, and I ha.-tt n to re[>ly. 

In truth, I am day and night eon iderlng how 1 may so condurt myself as will ]>n)ve 
sa^isfaelory to your ilighnesri*. JAory thing which 1 say ami do in tliis eountiy has 
reb^rence to preserving fit in the great friendship which, by tin; bh^sslng of God_, unites the 
Khalsa and the British (io\ ornineiits. My superior'^ have, as you eorreelly note, directed 
me to give no (*ar to those who are unfriendly towards von. Be sati."fi(;d on this j)v)int. 
My Govermneni have no objects lure separate from tlujse of your Highness; the Briti.di 
and Sikh Governments ar(; iherefijre as one in my evo*, and the cordiality snb.sisting' 
between them is known from Clua n to Room. I m*v(;r think of yon but as one of the 
oldest and best allies of the British Government; 1 iiev(;r speak of you t/) the jieoplc of 
Wilayat (the Afghans) hut as a particular friend (khass dost) ; and when 1 have; tin; honour 
to receive a Liter from you, 1 j)r(jduee it to prove how cordial is the alliance. Besides 
attending to the orders of my luiisters, 1 assure you th.at 1 bear in remembrance the great 
cx)nde8cen8ion formerly shown to me by yourself, and 1 feel proud to think that you honour 
me with the name of your old friend ^(judeem dost). 

All which has taken place here 1 have written in detail to Captain Wade, who, besides 
1 — Sesa., 2. H 4 being 



64 


CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 

bein" your valued friend, possesses the high confidence of Government. I never conceal 
from* him, who is also my friend, a single circumstance which interests your Highness, 
and I need not therefore say anything of what is passing here than to beg your Highness 
to be certain tliat nothing will ever "be done that would cause loss or injury, which God 
avert from so dear an ally. 

It is known to your Highness, from the letter of the Itight Honourable the Governor 
General, Lord Auckland, that his Lordsliip' deputed me here as his agent to concert 
measures for facilitating traffic in this and the adjoining countries. It was not known at 
that time tliat any other matters would arise to engage attention in this country, but I 
assured your son, the Kour Khurruck Sing, and your respectable Sirdars at Peshawur, 
that nothing would ever be done in this quarter which could diminish the friendship 
between the two Governments, which arc as one; and your Highness knows well, and hiis 
mentioned in your letter, how sacred is the word of the English, 

All *that you have written I perfectly understand ; also what you say regarding Pesh- 
awur, and the horses which your Highness received as tribute from its Sirdars. That is as 
apparent as tlie sun at noon, and I keej) it all in remembrance, and consider every one the 
enemy of my Government, who speaks of your Highness but as one of the oldest and best 
friends oJ' the British nation. The horrors of war, as your Highness is aware, are very 
great, and God grant that peace and harmony may be established in this quarter with you, 
his Highness’s jiennission : for there is no object of greater solicitude to the British 
Government than it: and, as your Highness knows, it founds its hopes on the great 
friendship which exists between the two Governments, and w^hich is the envy of the 
world. 

I need trouble your Highness no further. 1 shall write often to Captain Wade, who is 
the Agent of' the Governor General at your Court, and through whom all its wishes are 
expressed. If I do not write more fully, you will therefore forgive it, tiince Captain 
Wade constantly learns from me everything that has passed here, and everything that 
will pass. 

I shall always be honoured by hearing from you, as I rejoice to know of your welfare. 


(True copy.) 

(signed) A, BurneSy on a Mission to Cabool. 


(No. 55.) 

From W. 11. Macna^^hten, Esq., Secretary to the Governor General of India, 
to (Japtain A, Burnes, on a Mission to Cabool. 

Sir, 

I AM desired by the Right Honourable the Governor General of India to 
uckno\vl(!dge the receipt of your several letters of the dates and on the subjects 
noted in the margin,* and, in reply, to forward to you the accompanying copy 
of a letter this day written to Captain Wade on the subjects noticed in those 
communications. 

2. You 


* Letter dated 9 October 1837, rc})orling the aid vhich he bus received from Mr. Masson since 
ho has been deputed to Cabool, and acknowledging the assistance you have derived on all subjects 
from the high literary attainments and the accurate knowledge of that gentleman regarding Cabool. 
Letter dated llth October 1837, annexing copy of a letter to my addrei=s,tbo original of which you 
have given to two of the principal Sohani merchants, suggesting the propriety of iheir being 
presented to the (governor General, and stating your reason for introducing these gentlemen. 
Letter dated 14 ( 'ctober 1837, submitting a special report on the influence of the Kuzzilbash 
party in Afghanistan, tracing its rise irom Nadir Shah to the picscnt time, and exhibiting the means 
of intrigue which it presents to any power, hut particularly to Peisiu and Hussia. Letter dated 
19 October 1837, reporting on overtures made to Host Mahomed Khan by Mecr Sobdar, your 
Impressions regarding that chief’s power, in Sindo, and tho receipt of letters from the principal 
Ameers counteracting tlic effect of this correspondence wiih Cabool. l.,etter of 20 October, 
reporting on the commercial )uospeets and views of Russia towards Centnil Asia, and her com- 
munications with Bokharo, &.C., with your remarks and observations. Letter dated 21 October 
1837, icporting the proceedings of the Pewian clchee in Atyianistan, of his having been recalled 
by the Candahar Sirdars when on his way to Cabool, of his leaving Candahar for Persia with a 
son of the chief, and the steps taken by Host Mahomed Khan in consequence, and noticing the 
contents of a letter from the Cnief of Kandahar. 
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2. You have been already ap])riscd by my letter to Captain Wade, a copy 
of which was sent to you on the 2oth ultimo, that in the opinion of the Governor 
General the Maharajah will not be disposed to surrender Peshawur on the 
terms proposed by the Ameer; that Do^t Mahomed’s relinquishment of all con- 
nexion with Persia should be made a eondition preliminary to our enterini*: into 
an}' negotiation with Kunjeet Singli on the subject of existing diflferences ; that 
the undoubted policy of the British (lovernment is to preserve unimpaired the 
existing state of affairs in Central Asia, and to refrain from being a party to 
an arrangement which should give to any one chief an undue preponderance ; 
which, for instance, should enable Dost Mahomed to subdue Carulahar, or to 
aid Persia in the sui)jugation of Herat ; and that, subject to this proviso, his 
Lordship would be gratified at luxiring of the adjustment of the differences 
between the Sikhs and the Afghans, whether such adjustment should be founded 
on the basis of making Khyber the boundary, of nunstating SulUiri Mahomed 
in the Government of Peshawar, of surrendering that possession to the Ameer 
on the terms proposed, or of any other arrangement. 

3 . The Governor General has now re-perused the whole of the recent cor- 

respondence regarding the differenees between Runjeet Singh and Dost Mahomed, 
and the state of Central Asia generally. Ilis Lordsliij) is of opinion that you have 
entitled yourself to the approbation of Government by the clear and compre- 
hensive views and opinions which you have recorded on the political condition 
and prospects of Central Asia, no, less than by the valuable information which 
you have afforded relative to commercial matters, which formed the primary 
object of your mission. * 

4. It occurs, however, to his Lordship, that a f(‘w words of caution may be 
necessary in regard to the pretensions of Dost Mahomed, who may perhaps be 
too sanguine in regard to the effect of our good offices should they Ix^ exerted 
in his favour. His immediate recovery of Peshawur would seem to be hopeless, 
and it should, his Lordship thinks, be impressed upon thiit chiiff as his best 
policy at present, to seek for peace and security in his actual position, and to 
concentrate and strengthen his existing resources, which cannot, in his present 
position, but be weakened by too restless and impatient a desire to extend 
them. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) IV, II, Macnayhtaiy 
yeeretary to the Governor (ieneral of India. 

Head Quarters, Camp Allahabad, 

2 December 1837- 

(True copy.) 

(signed) II. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to Government of India 
with the Governor General. 


To TP, H. Macnaghten, Esq , Secre tary to the Government of India, 

Fori William. 

Sir, 

I HAVE- now the honour to forward the result of niy inquiries regarding the 
pohtical state of Cabool, which 1 have to rcujuest you will favour me by 
respectfully submitting for the notice and consideration of the Right Honourable 
the Governor General of India in Council. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) A, Burucs. 

Cabool, 3 December 1837. 

/ 

(True copy.) 

(signed) A. Burnes, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


• 1— Sess. 2. 
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On the Political State of Cabool. 

Tn treating on Cabool, it is neccssjiry to guard the mind from including under 
that head the vast kingdom which once extended fnun Meshid to Delhi, and 
from the ocean to Cashmere. We are only to speak of the small and flourishing 
territory which surrounds the capital of that decayed monandiy, though we 
sliall not fail to he struck with the miniature resemblance which it still bears 
to the empire of the Pooranees. As a city, Cabool owes more importance to its 
position, which is centricfil for commerce, than being the seat of a government ; 
and it has, therefore, stemmed with success the various revolutions which have 
disturbed the general peace of the country. Invigorated as it is by this 
independence, there are few positions in the East better adapted for a metropolis. 
Its political advantages, though in a degree inferior to its commercial, are 
enhanced by them, since Cabool has a rapid and regular communication with 
th(^ countries adjacent, and is suppli(‘d at the same time with accurate infor- 
mation of what passes in tluun, and the abundant resources of foreign lands. 
It has not the wealth, nor has it the exuberant ])roductions of India or even 
Bokhara, but it has a race of people far more hardy, who have for the last 
eiglit or nine centuries enabled the possessors of Cabool to overrun the sur- 
rounding countries. Dynasty after dynasty has issued from their mountains, 
and used in succession as trophies of their valour and success, the riches and 
the revenue of tlje lands which they subdued. The last race of its kings, the 
Sudozye descendants of Ahmed Shah, a general of Nadir, have also been swept 
away, and in their place arises the tribe of Barukzye, who rule their native soil, 
and may in time, like their predecessors, extend the circle of their power. 

2. Tlu* present ruler of Cabool is Dost Mahomed Khan, the tirst of his 
tribe who u spumed, a few years ago, the title of Ameer. The ehiefship eom- 
prelu uds the country extending from Hindoo Koosh to the southward of 
Chuzni, and from Banieean to the mountains of Khyher. The eastern portion, 
or Julalabad, is an addition since I wrote* in 1832, and has increased this (‘hiefs 
revenue from 18 to 24 laes of rupees piT annum. This territory is apportioned 
in sejiarate govcTnm(‘nts to the different sons of the Ameer, a ])olicy which is 
more wise* than popular. The brother who ruled Chuzui, Ameer Khan, is dead, 
and lliat disiriet is also held by one* of his own family. The distribution is as 
follows: Meer Ufzul Khmi, the (ddest son, holds Zoormut, an agricultural 
district east of (iliuzni; Mahomed Akhar Khan ^Sirdar, the favourite son, has 
Julalabad, and is constituted chief of the Ghilzees ; Azam Khan has charge of 
Bair.ecan, Becsoot, and the Hazaras, tributary to Cabool ; Hyder Khan has 
charge of the Kohntaii, having lately been ejected from Ghuzni, to make way 
for the Auk er’s son; and when another of the juuths is old enough, he will 
piNjbahly be again removed to make way for him. The Ameer himself governs 
Cabool, where ho usually resides, and along with him is his brother, the Nuwab 
Juhhar Khan. He has a park of 45 guns, all of which are serviceable, about 
2,5(30 “ JuzzailelK’Cs, ’ or infantry, armed with a musket as large as a wall-piece, 
which is used with a r(\st, and 12,000 or 13.000 horse, one-twelfth of which are 
Kuzzilbashes. About 9,000 of these are liighly efficient; 3,000 ride the 
(j()v(‘rnm('nt horses, and receive pay ; a system of raising troops, called 
‘‘ umlaee,'’ new in Afghanistan, and in which Dost Mahomed Khan considers a 
great portion nf his strength to lie. Such is a brief account of the. means of 
oft'ence and defence possessed by the Chief of Cabool. 

3. To a position from which the destinies of nations may be commanded, it 
is tf) be supposed the attention of others is directed. Too weak to pursue 
foreign conquests on a large scale, the Chief of Cabool is, however, strong 
enough to resist those around lum ; and the rugged natun* of his country gives 
to his troops a ))OW(‘r which frees liim from every hazard. In his wars with the 
Sikhs, who are a very powerful nation so long as they are ruled by their present 
chic'l', this has been singularly exemplified, but similar success might not 
attend a canipaign in any other direction, since religious animosity here 
inspirits the Mahomedan to war against the enemies of his faith. As it seems 
clear that no pennanent impression could be made by the Chief of Cabool oii 
the conquests of the Sikhs in the plains of Peshawur, the attention of the 
Afghans is probably turned in that direction, from some fear of the ruler of the 

Punjab 
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Punjab pursuing his conquests to Cabool, but there is even less chance of j>er- 
manent success to Sikh arms in this quarter. Tlie nature of Dost Mahomed 
Khan's position is only hazardous, as it compels hiin to dissipate his resources 
in defensive preparations, which cripple his power, and augment the discontmit 
of his followers, whom his revenues at no time admit of being libc^rally rewardecl. 

A cessation of hostilities with the Sikhs would release him from this evil, 
though it will be attended with the counterpoise that many of the Mahomedan 
tribes inhabiting the mountains of eastern Afghanistan, stretching to the 
valley of the Indus, who no\v regard the ruler of (^abool as the eliampion of 
Islam, might then view him simply as an ambitious ruler s(‘cking for pe rsonal 
aggrandisement, which would certainly diminish their ardour as his auxiliaries. 

From no direction but the east, however, has Dost Mahomed Khan to bsir an 
op])onent ; and a diminution of his enemies will hav(‘ the same (‘ffeet as an 
actual increase to his resources, and with an improvenumt of th(‘se then* cannot 
be a doubt of his power being considerably enlarged. Such, indeed, is the 
military position of Cabool that if the governor of the ('it\ have any stability, 
a sum of money placed at his disposal can always command the presence ol 
good troops, and the servic^e perionned will, oi course he to tlu* advantage of 
the donor. In the time of the monarchy, the benefit of the money thus used 
resulted to the State; in the ])resent condition of tin* chiefship, it would f.dl to 
the power that advanced it, which gives tin* ruler of Cabool no small intluence 
in this part of Asia. 

4 . To the north of Cabool the mountainous regions of Hiiidoo Koosh make llolsitionn with 

it difficult for the chief to extend his power, or for oth(‘,rs to invade him. Fhe Koondooz aiicl iTi» 
ruler of Koondooz, Meer Moorad Beg, has no (‘ordiality with Dost Mahomed einsace. 
Khan, which arises from fear of liis pow'er ; for if frec^d from employment 
elsewhere, the Chief of Cabool (;ould make; a successful inroad u])()n him. 
iMoorad Begs powder is considerable, and it improves, hut histr() 0 ])s e\(‘el more 
in a forav tlian war. He might mak(‘ a ‘‘ clinpao,” on Baim ean, but the 
retaliation would be ruinous to him. The ind(‘p(‘]i(U‘nt Uzbidv Stat(‘s, west of 
Koondooz and Balkh, such as Siripool, Shilbergan, and Mainnma k(‘ep up 
little or no understanding with one another, and would fall a prc‘y to l\i(‘ first 
power that attacked them. Bokhara, to the north, is j)n)te(‘ti (l l)y its nanotc 
situation in the tiesert, and the character for commerce and ndigion which it 
possesses. The ruler of it litis just sent an envoy to Cabool, to (‘ongrnhdatc the 
chitf on the successful issue of his wars with th(‘ Sikhs. Tlie Mi er of Koondooz 
divined, and probably not erroneously, evils to himself from a league* tliat plac'cs 
him between two poNvers, any one of which might crush him, hut whose 
ability to do so is undoubted when hound together by irieiully tics. Moorad 
Beg resented the formation of tliis alliance*, first, by threat(‘ning to s(*izc the 
envoy, and next by slintting up the road of the caravan; but his suspicions 
hav(* lieen removed, or for a time lulled, and a eliange of presents and trirudly 
expressions has passed betw’een tin* chiefs of Cabool and Koondooz. Not so, 
howev( r, betwa’cn the latter chief and tlie King of Bokhara, whose dignity is 
offended by a fort being jihuited on one* of tin* canals of Balkli. hrom it 
Moorad Beg conducts his plundering expeditions on the poor fluzaras ; and his 
dislodginent from a site so profitable is not lik(*ly to lie (*ffe(;t(*d by tlu* greater 
moral influence of Bokhara, or by any means hut a military expedition under- 
taken for the purpose. 

5. Candahar to the west is still held by the brothers of the Chief of Cabool Witli CandaFmr 
who jirofess homage if thev do not at all times exhibit it. Since IH32, the and the west anti 
Ex -king SoojaOol .Muolk sought to regain his lost empire, near Kandahar: the 

Chief of Cabool promptly quitted his own frontier, combined with his brother, 
and saved them, and hiraseli by victory. The common interest dictated these 
proceedings, and on matters which relate to the family and the Barukzye 
ascendancy in AfghanisUm, the conduct and the professions of the C.indahar 
Chiefs towaids Cabool tally with one another. They address Dost Mahojned 
Khan as inferiors, they seek liis counsel as the head of th(*ir family, an<l lliey 
follow it when given" Such, liowtver, is not altogether the case in their 
relation with foreign states. Their advanced position to the west places them 
in jeopardy from Herat and Persia, and at this time their alarm has led them if 
not to slight the advice of their brother in Cabool, to court an alliance w ith 
Persia, cmitrary to his avowed wishes. They declare themselves helpless, if they 
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range their troops against Persia, since they will then have no protection from 
Herat, and if that city becomes subservient to Persian interests without a 
co-operation on their part, their fate is equally certain. This, however, is a 
temporary inconvenience which a settlement of the affairs of Herat may remedy, 
if not, Candahar itself may be overthrown, and through it the interests of Cabool 
most materially affected. N or would the K uzzilbash or Persian faction resident in 
Cabool, with its present feelings, be an useless instrument in the hands of the 
Shah, to sap the independence of the Afghans in their capital city. On the 
south the Chief of Cabool has nothing to fear, the country, whicn is moun- 
tainous and in many parts barren, being held by wild Afghan tribes, who are 
all independent of each other, and if they do not increase his strength, arc sure 
not to be numbered among his enemies. 

6. When the great monarchies of Cabool and Persia adjoined each other, an 
intercourse usual among neighbouring nations existed between them ; a desire 
to avert evil from Sikh encroachment lately led the Chiefs of Afghanistan to 
sue for a renewal of it, but at no time were the feelings between .\fghans and 
Persians cordial, and their .sympathy one with another, considering their 
difference of creed, must ever be unnatural. Much more so is any connexion 
at the present time, when Persia exists as a monarchy, and Cabool is dismembered 
into small principalities, yet the deeds of Nadir are held fresh in remembrance, 
and some ill-defined ideas of Persian glory, at the beginning of a new reign 
flitting before the Chiefs of Afghanistan, contributed to their dread, and hastened 
their anxietv to propitiate. The zeal of the Chief of Cabool was quickened by 
his solicitude real or pretended, to war with his infidel adversaries, the Sikhs, 
but he seems to have forgotten that he sought to introduce among his country- 
men, those whom they considered to be greater enemies. It was also equally 
certain that the power of Persia, l)eiug a consolidated one, would prove fatal to 
himself and all the reigning Chiefs of Cabool. I'he Afghans would have been 
conquered in detail by those whom they sought as auxiliaries, for though each 
chiefship had a ruler, the country is without one head, and the natural jealousy 
and inveterate hatred to which divided power gives rise, would have made it 
appear as an unoccupied land, and hastened its fall. Interested persons urged 
the Afghan Chiefs to this line of policy, Persia saw the advantage with which 
she could enter the laud, and counselled by Russia, si)eedilyresponded to their call 
with abundance of worthless promises, which the same advisers pronounced to 
be the signs of favour and condescension. The style of address, however, which 
was that of a master to a Abject, first roused the suspicion of Dost Mahomed 
Khan, and a demonstration on the part of the British Government to sympathise 
with him, which arrived about the same time, fixed him in the determination 
of preferring Jiny terms which a nearer and more potent power might offer, 
to a distant and dubious alliance with Persia. 

7 . In a country where a family that has once held the executive power is 
dethroned, the members of it never fail to exercise some influence on its policy. 
This is the case with the Sudozyes in Cabool ; Sooja Ool M oolk’s claims hare 
suffered depreciation since 1832, when the attempts to recover his crown 
proved fruitless, and the more so, as its failure is by many attributed to his 
own want of energy and decision. It is true that the Kuzzilbashes, dissatisfied 
at not reaping the full reward for their promotion of Dost Mahomed Khan, 
were disposed to promote Shooja’s views in opposition to those of the Ameer, 
but his success was dotibtful even with their aid, and perhaps his best hopes of 
it were grounded on the report he industriously spread, and which was in part 
believed, that the British Government countenanced his expedition. 'I'he long 
residence of the Shah at Loodiana, his being permitted to raise troops there, 
and his leaving his family to receive our protection and support, together with 
other circumstances, gave a stamp to these rumours which has only been effaced 
by public disavowal. There is however a family connexion between Shooja Ool 
Moolk and the Chief of Cabool, which led one party in the state to believe that 
there really was an understanding between them. The sister of Dost Mahomed 
Khan is the wife of the Shah, and the mother of Shahzada Akbar, who is a 
promising youth that avows his partiality for his uncle. Nor is this the only rela- 
tionship, for the two daughters of Hajee Rahmut Oolla are married to the Shah 
and the Ameer, and the wife of the latter exercises the greatest influence over 
him, and is the mother of Mahomed Akbar Khan, the favoured son, who lately 

distinguished 
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distinguished himself at Peshawur. The Chief of Cabool is regular in 
corresponding with his sister, he has often expressed a wish to have his nephew 
with him, and even gave instructions about his capture in the Candahar 
campaign. Yet the bonds of alliance sprmging from intermarriages have little 
influence over eastern rulers, and though in this instance they are muc h 
strengthened by the circumstances which have been stated, Dost Mahomed 
Khan is never likely to give willing place to Shooja Ool Moolk, nor to admit 
the claims of any of his family till matters bear a ditferent aspect from the 
present. The Chief of Cabool has it assuredly in his power to act a part, as 
Monk did towards Charles the Second, in a restoration, but his own power, as it 
goes on increasing, naturally raises up ambitious feelings in his own behalf. 

Shah Eyoob, the dethroned king, who received an asylum at Lahore, is just 
dead, and the only other aspirant to the throne is Kamran of Herat. The 
dissipated habits of that ruler, together with the oppressions lately committed 
by him in western Afghanistan, greatly diminish his chances of success, and 
he is besides at equal enmity with the Barukzye Chiefs and the Kazzilbashes, 
who arc hostile to him individually for the murder of their respective chiefs. 

It is nevertheless true that he or his sons being Sudoozyes miglit prove 
formidable when aided by Persia. If Herat becomes an integral portion of 
that kingdom, they vvill^nd a favourable opportunity of asserting claims which 
are n(^t without weight, and might unsettle the countries. Herat itself is not 
likely to strike a decisive blow at any part of the Afghan dominions, hut 
Candahar; and if the ruler of Cabool is freed from his fears of the Sikhs, that 
chiefship will not only be secure against the inroads of Kamran and his family, 
hut Herat itself, now threatened from the west, may be united to Cabool. • 

8. To a print where so much attention is directed, a healthful rule can only Oovornment of 
crush the aspirings of the jimbitious, and the intrigues of the discontented. Dost Mahomod. 
For the last 11 years, Dost Mahomed Khan has gathered strength as he goes, Ins dm- 

but the additions to his power have brought with them cares and a!ixi(‘ties ‘ ^ 
which have of late been unfavourable to his popularity. The Kings of Persia 
and Bokhara may congratulate him, and perhaps sincerely, on his success 
against infidels, but he has purchased that at an expensive price — a share of the 
good will in the subject and the merchant, though these readily adjuit liis 
necessities, and some even point to his triumphs. Wars are not carried on 
without money, and an increase of duties and taxes, a resumption of some lands 
assigned for charity (wakfiyah) which had no heirj, a lapse of the jaglieers of 
Hajee Khan Kaker, and souk* of those disaffected to him, togetluT with loans 
and fines, somewhat arbitrarily taken, and a reduction of allowances, are th(‘ 
means to which the Ameer has resorted for increasing his army, which is now 
too large for his country. The (u idences of suece.ss in his (’ampaigii at Can- 
dahar and Peshawur have as yet borne him through his difficulties, ))ut as 
reverses would have prostrated him, his experiment was hazardous i>] tin* 
extreme. '1 o the vigilance which he has exercised over every braiicli of the 
administration, his success is attributable ; his sole aim is money, and lie seeks 
for it from a full knowledge of what it can purchase ; he expends bis entire 
income, though his own houseliold is jiiaintaiiiod on the economical scale of 
5,000 rupees a month ; his compreliension is ([uiek, and knowledge of character 
very great ; he cannot be long deceived ; he listens to every individual who com- 
plains, and with a forbearance and temper which is inoie highly praised than 
his equity and justice ; in matters of a trifling nature he still follows the law 
(shura), but in greater things his necessities have tarnished his decisions, 
though, as these affect the wealthier and least numerous portion of his subjects, 
without a general dissatisfaction. Nothing marks the man’s superiority to his 
countrymen more than the ability’ to manage as he does, with power and resources 
so crippled. His patience and delays bespeak ambition, and as a rash act might 
be fatal to him, his caution is extreme, and his suspicion so easily excited as to 
amount almost to infirmity, though self-reflection brings back with it his/self- 
confidence. A peace v\ith his eastern neighbour would certainly render the 
power of this man durable, and enable him to reduce his army and expenses, 
but as his fame has outstripped his power, he might covet the dominions of his 
western neighbours, and if he were, as before he came in contact with the 
Sikhs, less exacting, which his good sense would dictate to him, he might 
consolidate his power and fix himself as the first of a new dynasty in Cabool. 

1— Sess. 2. 1 3 His 
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Prices and suppli< 
con8e(|uent on it. 


EflTecl of f^overn- 

ment on trade. 


His brother, the celeln^ated Futteh Khan, long since pronounced him to be the 
hope of his family, and his subsequent career has justified the expectations, 
th<mgh his sincerity in his religious wars and religious government may pro- 
ceed, instead of orthodoxy, from ambition. 

1 9. The state of parties in Cabool, and the policy pursued by the Ameer, 

have had a singular effect on the prices and supplies of the country. The 
quantity of grain received in former times by a soldier as his pay, or by a pro- 
prietor from his lauds, is unaltered, but such is the complaint of a want of 
money, that the value of grain is now deteriorated by one-third, and often by a 
half. It was at one time unusual, and even considered a disgrace to part with 
land in Cabool, but it may be now had at from six to seven years’ purchase, 
and is for sale everywhere. During the monarchy, the Afghans went in tiie 
course of their service to Peshawur, Sinde, Cashmere, and other provinces, and 
brought back with them their savings. No such opportunities now present 
themselves, the Koh-i-Daman, Jellalabad, and Lughman, are their Sinde and 
Cashmeer, though it is a novel complaint to hear declarations of poverty, when 
provisions are to be purchased at a rate much more moderate than during the 
monarchy. In the time of the Sudozyes, the territories around the city of 
Cabool were held principally by favoured individuals, and others yielded no 
revenue. Inability to pursue the course of the rulers* of those days has com- 
pelled the Ameer to look around him, and he has subdued the Koliistan, and 
several districts which contributed nothing to the expenses of the government. 
These tribes set at defiance the kings of Cabool, and history makes honourable 
mention of the resistance that they offered to Baber, Nadir, and the other 
conquerors ; but their independence has not been broken without a struggle, 
and 3,000 or 4,000 families of the Kohistan have fled the country and sought 
a home in Balkh, and the valley of the Oxus. There is no evidence, however, 
that this migration has lessened the quantity of grain, though the Kohistaafi 
partly supplies the city, for a greater industry now characterises tlie agricul- 
turist than formerly. With a revenue of 80 or 90 lacks of rupees, which I 
learn was the extreme amount of receipts by the Sudozye princes, they were 
careless of fhe small sums that could be exacted from such troublesome sub- 
jects, but a revenue of 24 or 25 lacs of rupees, with foreign enemies to combat, 
required a greater vigour in the internal government, and has procured for 
Dost Mahomed Khan obedient, thou^ not over-willing subjects, near his own 
door, who may in time avail him. The effect of it would also seem to be, 
what is so much sought in every government, cheap provisions for his people. 
It may however be said that a scarcity of money, with low prices, indicates 
some irregularity in the state of affairs, yet the interest on money is but d per 
cent, per annum, and lower by half than is common among the native govern- 
ment in India. 

10. When state expediency renders it necessary to demand a greater amount 
of duties thiM usage has authorised, commerce must receive a check. At this 
time the transit trade of this country still continues to increase, and it must 
have become greater than it even is, but for the burthens which press upon it. 
Some grievances, however, have been got rid of by the custom-house being no 
longer farmed and managed directly under the chief. Cabool can no longer 
boast of taking only one in 40, like Bokhara, but as compared with Persia, 
Herat, Candahar, and the Punjab, Cabool is yet a theme of approbation with 
the trading community. A Jew from Hhawulpore, whose authority ought to 
be good, declared to me that the treatment of merchants in Cabool was as 
under the kings of Israel ; that the Afghans were free from prejudices, behaved 
well, did not overtax them, and that the duties which the Ameer had lately 
demanded of them, were such as any ruler would take under difficulties. H 
strikes an liuropean with surprise that any merchants frequent marts, where the 
duties are so liable to be ehangerf, but there are certain broad lii>es which the 
ruler must never depart from, or the channel of commerce by his country is 
deserted. The Ameer has not lost sight of this, and the custom-house duties 
of Cabool now yield two lacs, and 22,000 rupees per annum, while it was for- 
merly but 82,000 rupees, nor can more than 15,000 or 20,000 of these receipts 
be attributed to increased duties. At the present* time thje profit on EngFisfh 
goods brought from India to Cabool, is rUted 50 pm* cent, and if they are 
pushed on to Bokhara, they give a cent, per cent, return ; and it will not place 
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the administration of Dost Mahomed Khan in a liglit that will bo considered 
too favourable to him or unjust to others, when I observe, that the shawls of 
Cashmere, which are sent into Persia and Turkey, pass through Cabool, and 
Bokhara to Meshid, the merchants preferring this circuitous road to the oppres- 
sion which they are sure to experience in Candahar and Herat. But as the state 
of couiiiuTce in this country will be discussed elsew here, it is at present suf- 
ficient to notice the effect of the government upon this most important portion 
of national economy. 

1 1. The system of govenirnent among the Afghans is too well known to require 
any recapitulation from me. The republican genius which marks it is un- 
changed, and whatever power a Sudozye or a Barukzye may acquire, its 
preservation can only be ensured by not infringing the rights of the tribes and 
the laws by which they are allowed to govern themselves. The Ameer of 
Cabool has not erred in this point, and tliough he cannot reckon among his 
well wishers those who were faroiired by the dynasty which he succeeded, he 
has a large body of the community in his favour, or, at least, to applaud the 
administration. Nothing but his limited revenues pi'event his being a most 
popular ruler, and with tiiis advantage even his name is seldom mentioned 
beyond the precincts of his court but with respect. Tlie family of the Barukzje, 
though inferior in rank to that of the last which Indd the throne, is yet one of 
the most distinguished of the Doorrance tribes belonging to the Zeeruk branch, 
from which the Siidozyes also descend. They possessed such influence even in 
Ahmed Shah’s time, that, ac(*ording to tradition, and the best authenticattid 
histories, he considered it advisable to divide, them into two classes, Barukzyt^ 
and Atchukzye, and after that they were mted at 12,000 families, dhey 
cannot, therefore, he viewed in the light of a tribe suddenly rais(‘d, siue(‘, in 
j)()W'er and rank they have long been of importance in tin* country. Th(‘y owe 
their present elevation to the tragical end of their brother, th(‘ Wiizi^er Fntteh 
Khan, who had never injured the man who caused his murder, but devoted 
himself to the consolidation of his pow(*r. It is said of that nunarkable man, 
and by good authority, that on b(dng warned against the designs of Kainran, he 
replied that he had done nothing to make him dread him, and if he ^ere injured 
the evils would fall on those wlio had thus requited his servi(!es, which has 
given a kind of sanction to tlie power that his family have e.ver after main- 
tained, celebrated as tliey also are for ifever taking the lives of each other. 
From the Ghilzees or the race which ruled Cabool before the last kings, the 
Barukzyes have little to fear. They are a very great trilx? in Algjianistan, 
being rated at 20,000 families, and extending from Candahar to Gumlainuek, 
half way to Peshawur, but the tribes to the east and west of Cabool have little or 
no intercourse with one another. I heir ill-eoiieeited plan of restoring them- 
selves in Shah Mahmood’s reign, shows how little j)roba])ility there is of th(iir 
being able to again figure in Afghan history. Tliey might be used as a faction, 
but have b(;en unable to make any head since they wt‘rc ejected fr(nn power by 
Nadir, whose alleged cause of grievance in attacking Hindoostan was the pro- 
tection given by the Moglml to his en(*mies the Ghilzees. The Amei;r of 
Cabool htis allied himself by marriage to both braiudies of ibis tribe, as lias his 
son, Mahomed Akbar Khan, who, as I Have said, is chief of the eastern Ghilzees. 
and in \vhich he succeeded the Nuwab Jubbar Khan. Those to tlie w(>st 
have more to do witli the affairs of Candahar than Cabool, and this is the 
tribe which sometimes plunders the caravans between these two cities. They 
bear in lively remembrance that they were once rulers of the land, and 
are a body of men distinguished for their fine appearance and physi('al 
strength. 

12. Having thus embodied most of what seems necessary to convey accurate 
ideas of the power of Cabool, we i)ass from particular to general observa- 
tions. No policy would perhaps be wiser than to maiiitaia Sikh influence 
between India and (’abool, and to place the Punjab in the balance against 'the 
country. Bui difficulties present themselves at every step ; the supreme power 
of either nation depends upon the individual who wields it ; the A^dian, 
though stripped of some Indian provinces, admits no sovereignty of the Sikh, 
and watches with vigilance for an opportunity to inflict injury and assert his 
rights. The wealth of the ruler of Lahore, and the discipline and number of 
his troops, enable him to keep under these aspirings to recover lost power, but 
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his single mind effects it. Where superior force is unable to subdue and can 
only keep in check, it would be imprudent to reckon on tranquillity when the 
disappearance of one man shall have ceased to bridle zeal, stimulated as it is by 
religion and the hope of political greatness. The successor of Runjeet Singh 
may certainly possess the elements of character, which so distinguish himself, 
but th(‘ state of parties in his country forbids the hope, and the time may not 
be distant when his now consolidated territories eastward of the Indus may be 
ov( mill, and perhaps dismembered into small states like Cabool. Though the 
Afghans are without a king, they yet repel the attacks of the Sikh, and counte- 
nance the opinion that they may be heirs to a share of his power, and exer- 
cise no small influence over these lands, and probably, the adjacent empire 
of India. Neither the Tartar nor the Afghan any longer rifles that country ; 
the supremacy of the British hems them within their own limits, and the 
power which it has raised in India brings the nations on and beyond the Indus 
as suitors for alliance, instead of the invaders of its soil. The lawless inroads 
of former days are thus effectually prevented, even without an active interposi- 
tion of British power, and an opportunity is now happily presented of moulding 
these frontier states by friendly sympathy and conciliation, into a shape which 
must contribute to the glory of Britain and the duration of its empire in the 
East. 

(signed) AUxander Burnesy 

Cabool, 2G November 1837. On a Mission to Cabool. 


(True copy.) 

(signed) H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to Government of India 
with the Governor General. 


Noa. 1 to G. 


To VK? H, Macnaghteriy Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, 

Fort William. 


Sir, 

In continuation of my letter of the^Oth ultimo, regarding the affairs of Can- 
dahar, I have now the honour to transmit, for the information of the Right 
Honourable the Governor General of India in Council, a series of letters frpm 
the chief of that province, and his principal adviser to the Ameer of Cabool, which 
exhibii at the same time the feelings of the chief towards his brother, and the 
great alarm under which he labours from a fear of Persia. 

2. With reference to the information of the advance of the Shah on Ghorian 
and Herat, I cannot attach credit to the movement till some more accurate 
reports reacli Cabool, but I do not on that account consider myself authorised to 
withlndd the accompanying letters from Government since the Governor (wallee) 
of Khorasan may have received the Shah’s orders to march eastward. 

3. In this coriespondence it wdll be observed that the Chief of Candahar holds 
himself obedient to the wishes of the Chief of C.'abool, and has for a time, as he 
admits, postponed the departure of his son for Persia, though the alarm for his 
very existence has dictated also to him the advisability of promptly tendering 
his submission, through his son, should the reports of the advance of the Persians 
j)ro\e authentic. To my own letters I have as yet received no reply, though I 
learn fiom private intelligence that Sirdar Kohin Dil Khan has detained my 
messengers with himself, and is involved in great perplexity what course to 
follow. He wishes to be guided by tbc British Government, and also to do as 
the Ameer of Cabool wishes, but he is under an apprehension of immediate 
danger from Persia, which I trust will soon he dissipated. 

4. It now appears to me nearly certain that the son of the Candahar Chief 
will not proceed to Persia. These reports regvirding Herat, if true, must dis- 
credit all that the elchee of Persia did at Candahar, and if false, put it out of the 
chiefs power to say he was not w^arned against such a step and cause to him 
serious reflection which will make him hesitate to disoblige the British Govern- 
ment and the Ameer. It will not, however, fail to be noticecl by bis Lordship 
in Council the very detrimental effect which a report of the designs of Persia has 
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in this quarter, and how much distance exaifuerates the power and wealth of that 
monarchy, which is feeble if unaided by otliers. 

I have, fcc. 

(signed) Ale.v, Burncs, 

•Cabool, 4 December 1837. On a Mission to Cabool. 


No. 1. 

Translation of a Private Letter from the Chief of Candaliar to llie adelress of the 

Ameer of Cabool. 

A. C. 

I HAVE fully understood the letter which you sent to mo through your servant Mahomed 
Azim. You had written, if I do not abundon ihe design of sending Aliihomcd Om:ir Khun 
to Persia, I must consider that I have abandoned you. Sir, by sending Mahomed Omar Khan 
to Persia, we do neither mean to injuie you nor to destroy the urnin^emeiits which you an; 
making with Runjeet Singh and Captain Biirnes. My oliject in making fiituidship 
with Persia is on account of tlic l^nnce Kamran, who threatens every year to attack 
Candahar. 

The treaty "hich I have made with Kmnbai* Ali Khan, tin* Per^i-in hdciiec, and the copy 
of which has been sent to you by Moolla Rashid, wdl not can.se any evds to liunjcet Singh 
or the British. 

1 have not done anything conlraiy to your interests, but by sending Mahomed Cmar 
Khan to Per>ia*l mean to i\)ot out tint power ol K unran. In ease Kuinbar Ah Khan 
returns (lisaj)pointed fioin this* country, th(‘ Persians will make tiiendslnp with Kamran and 
Yar Mahomed Khan, and uitli their junction will laiM? such disoniers in oui hou^ehl)ld 
that mibody wdl be able to s**t things right. Kamran is the enemy ot our fannl_\,and 
Runjeet Singh is only the enemy of all tin* Mussulmans. 

I have t.iki'ii the iibi'rly t<> write to yon tlius, for wliich I ho|)e you w'ill excuse me. You 
blame me now for making fneudship with Pei'sia, but when I commenced rny correspon- 
dence with that j)()wer, with your knowledgi*, you never j)rcvented me, or I would have 
abandoned communications with the Kujurs. 

My desir^* is to get rid of Kamran, and especially at this time. M dioim'd SImIi, with one 
lac of infantry and cavalry, is anived at Jam, and has sent Husn Khan 8iidar in advance to 
Kohsan. Many horseinni have come from Herat, and it is bedieved that that city is 
besieged from seven or eight davs ago. If 1 do not now send Mahomed Omar Khan to 
His Majesty, the Shah will be di!-j)leased and endeavoui t<» ruin us. 

Mav (j</d piit all tilings right. You ar(‘ euga^d in that direction, and I in this. What- 
evei is the will of God will come to pass, and time w'ill show the 1 * 6 ^ 1111 . I will let you know 
everything that happens lieicaftc r without any delay. 

(A tiue translation.) 

(signed) Alex, Burnrs^ 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


No. 2. 


Translation ofa Letter from Moolla Uasliid, the Minister of Kohin Dil Khan of Candahar, 


A. C. 


to the address of the Ameer of Cabool. 


The ai rival of your letter cemferred upon me great honour. With regard to the fiiend- 
ship you are making with the English Government through Captain Burnes, the Sirdars 
have no objection at all; they will agree to whatever you do with ihat power. 'J’hc object 
of the Sirdars in sending .Mahomed Omar Khan to Persia i.s merely to get rid of an enemy 
near home, the Prince Kamran of Herat ; do not think of anything contrary to this. If they 
ever wished to do anything against your wishes I would never permit them, because* I am 
your well wisher and their councillor. May God give yu\i a long life and a goofl heart to 
look after the affairs of the hou.se. 

It is well known in the world that you aie the chief of the family, and all the brothers 
look upon you as their superior. 

Whatever arrangements you are going to make with the English Government, no one will 
gain.say them. We send Mahomed Omar Khan to Persia with the iutenlioii of injuring 
Kami'an. 

If your letter had reached us before M.ihomed Omar Khan left this place, we would 
prevent his departure ; it arriveil when he had encamped with the Peisiaii Elchee at Girislik. 
In case we now recal him to Candahar, it will annoy the Shah very much, and perhaps 
create some misunderstanding between the English and Persian Governmenis. 

When Captain Bufties arrange.s the affairs of Peshaw.ir, and the Sikhs leave it according 
to your agreements, we will do everything wanted m this direction. 

1 — Sess. 2. K 
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We have heard no news since Moolla Jnbbar’s departure, and if we learn anything new it 
shall be particularly reported to you. 

The bearer ot this, Mohoiued Azeem, will tell you everything of this quarter, both what 
he has seen and heard. 


No. 3. 

'Iuanslation of a Private Note fnan Moolla Rashid to the address of the Ameer. 

As Mahomed Omar Khan was at Ginshk when the news of the siege of Herat by the 
Persians reached us, we have delayed his de parture 15 or 20 days moi’e, or until we learn 
the resuli of tin; siege. 

I sent to yon by Moolla Jubbar the copy of the treaty made with Kumbur Ali Khan, 
which I hop(‘ has met your approbation. Whatever hajipens in the course of the next 16 
or 20 (lays hence I will report without delay. Rely on niy services, and think me your 
faithful seivant. 

(True translanons.) 

(signed) Alex. Burnes^ 

Gn a Mission to Cabool. 


No. 4. 


Tiiansl\tion of a Letter from Kchin Dil Khan to Ameer Dost Mohomed K’han of Kabool, 

received 30th November 1037. ' 


A. C. 

1 HAVK received other line infomianon of Mahornerf Shah Kujiii’, which I hasten to com- 
municate. liis Majesty at the head of an army of 100,000, 100 guns and 10 mortars, has 
besieged Ghnrian,'^' destioyed the bulwarks of tiic fort, and will immediately make himself 
master of (hai stronghold. Many of the Shah’s troops have ijcen kilh d ami wounded. It 
happemd on ih(‘ 7th of Shahban, or 24 days ago, and the bearer of' this information left 
Herat thiee da\s after the battle was foughi. This is ihe true intelligence; my people will 
T hope soon give me a fuither account of this affair, which I will send to yon wilhout delay. 

Kainran and Yar Mahomed aie engaged as they ought in rcqiairiiig the walls, collecting 
provisions for the sieg(‘, &.c. &:c. 

Let me know of the atlairs in your quarter, and freely command my services. 


No. 6. 


Translation of a Letter from Moolla Rasliid to the address of Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan, 
received at Cabool Ist December 1837. 


A.C. 

On the affai's of this quartei I have written to you 10 days ago by Mahomed Azeem 
Khan “ Peshkhidurat,” which I hope has met your approval- 

On the 21st of Shaban, or 11 days ago, Seyud Amcor Oollah and other traders arrived 
from Htrat, and stated that on the 7th of Shaban Mahomed Shah Kujar reached Ghorian, and 
two days after, at 3 p.in., he made an assault on the fort; 150 Persians were killed, and 
about five or six soldiers of the Ghiirian l(‘ll in the fio'd. The Persians were defeated and 
returned to their camp. 

There are 1,500 soldiers and 500 horsemen in the fort of Gliurian, and the Persian army 
consists of 30,000 infaniry and 12,000 cavalry, besides 40 gnus and 10 mortars. The 
Ghurianees are headed hy Slier Mahomed Kb.m, the brother of Yar Mahomed Khan, and 
Mahomed Halecm Khan, the son of Meer Alum Khan Halorzyo. 

Until Mahomed Shah captures Ghoiian he will not mov<' towards Herat. 

Sher Mahomed Khan llnzara has collected about 10,0()0 men from tbe countries of 
Miraji Firoz Kohee, Jumshaidu Tuka, ami Yaniogt, and will shortly reach Herat; 1,000 of 
his horsemen have already arrived there. 

The city of Herat is defended by Yar Mahonie‘1 Khan, who is at the head of 4,000 horse 
and foot. The walls of the. city are thoroughly rej aired, and provisions are stored in every 
mosque and caravanserai, sufficient for two yeais. Wheat is sold at 25 maunds per rupee, 
and butter at one maund, and the other necessaries of life at the same cheap rate. 

The Khan of Khiva has sent an Elchee to assure Kamran of assisitance Irom him, and he 
has also promised to attack Persian Khorasan. 

Mahomed Omar Khan and Kumbur Ali Khan are still at Giiashk. Sirdar Mahomed 
Sadak Khan (the eldest son of Kohiu Dil Khan) has been ordered to proceed with his force 

4) by 


* Ghurian is tea farsuks from Herat. 
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le.iniing the fate of the siege iic will receive further 


by slow marches to Bukwa; on 
instructions. 

The treaty which was made « ith Kumbur Ali Khan beomes quite null by this ailair. 
One ol Kamran s sons is at Farah and the oilier at Isfayar 

The arrangements which you have nude with Captain ‘nurncs will, 1 hope, prove satis- 

factory to you, your dependants, and all Mussulmans. Let me know kindly all about vour 
quarter. 

(True translations.) 

(signed) Alex, Duvnesy 

On a Mission to Cabuol. 


N<». 0. 

Extract o( a Merclnnit’s Letter at Ciindahar. 

My brother Asligar has airived from Tltnat, and rejxjits ihat on the lOtii ol’ ISluiban 
Mahomed Shah reached Huft Chimn ir ;nid Hasan Khan Sinlai lliisan. 

As I am writing this letter a man has arrived from Seistan, and ivports that the Pi'isians 
have captured Ghoiiun, and that OnO soldieis have been killed. 

(True t lanslations.) 

(sign ed ) A lex, /iurri es, 

'Oil a Mission to Cabool. 


( d'lue copies.) 

(sigiie(l) 11, ronen.s, 

Oe[)uty St'cietaiy to tlu' (jcwennuent of India 
wiili the GoV( riioi (Itneial. 


To fV, H, Macnauhtcn, Es(j., Secretary to the (Government of India, 

Fort \\ illiam. 


Sir , 

In a coiiimunicatioii ad(lre.ssed to you on the 1 Itli of Octol.x'r last I had tlic‘ 
honour to state, for the iiifornnitiiin of llie Right 1 lonourahle the (lovenior 
General of India in Council, the result of niy impiiries n'ganling the power of 
the Kazilliash or Persian faction in Afghanistan. I havi* now tin* honour to 
rej)ort an overture whieli was made td me hy this jiarty, ami vviiieh appi'ars 
calculated to throw further liglit on tlieir influeiici*. 

2. Since our reaching Caliool tlu* Persian par(\, as 1 have noticed in scvi imI 
of my Despatches, have hemi nalurally eliagriued, and 1 have haij little ojipor- 
tunity of communicating with K .an Sheereen Khan, thea’r chief, who invited me 
to Ids house when last in Cabool. One individual, liowc'ver, Naih Maliomed 
Shurreef, a Kazilbasli merchant of some property and respectability, with whom 
1 travelled from Pesiiawur to Cabool in 1832, sought an early renewal of our 
acquaintance, and invitixl me to his country house, where I passed a day with 
him . 

3. When thi.s gentleman visited me a few days ago, he took the opportunity 
of making it a political as well as a IViendly interview. lie stated to me that 
Khan Sheereen Khan had been displeased with him for not inviting him to the 
party at his house, and that, as lie had lost the opportunity of conversing with 
me, ami did not like to come to the .Bala llissar, he liad charged iiim (Mahomed 
Shurreef) to assure me how an:|^ious tlie Kazilhashes of Cabool were to serve the 
British Government, and liiat they should not be left out in any arrangement 
which it might contemplate in this country ; that the Kazilhashes had always 
exercised great power in Cabool ; that they were an independent body, and only 
wanted a head to be as great as ever ; that the Afghans hated them for tfieir 
creed, but that lliey iiad been yet able to ket^p their own ; that they were indebted 
to Siiah Mahomed and his vizier Futteh Khan for some of the protection they 
enjoyed, which had inclined them to the present Ameer, whose mother was of 
their tribe ; that this circumstance had made him ruler of Cabool, and the 
greatest man in Afghanistan, while his brother, Sooltan Mahomed Khan, from 
adhering to the Afghans, to the sons of Meer Wazeer, &c., was now a servant of 
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Sic. orig. 


Nos. 1 and 2. 


the Sikhs; that their services had been ill requited since their pay was reduced, 
and Dost Mahomed Khan sowed dissensions among them by his Kazilbash 
influence, which prevented their doing anything ; that their position in Cabool 
was dangerous, and that if a piece of ground at a distance could be got for them 
they would build a fort on it, bridle the Ameer and all future rulers, and prove 
of eminent service to British interests in this quarter, as, besides their own 
power, they could command the Huzaras, who were Shiahs ; also the Ghiljees, who 
were more friendly to them tlian the Dooranees, and that the 6,000 horse they 
could now turn out, might be increased to 4,000 with such aid, if they were 
cherished and protected. 

4. In reply to this long message and observations, I informed Nail Mahomed 
Shurroef that I \Nas ^^cdl aware of the influence which the Kazilbashes had 
possessed in this country from the days of Nadir, and that he must so assure 
Khnii SIniireef Khan, but of course I did not enter into the details which he had 
sketched, hut reqiiCNled he would thank the chief for his friendly overtures. 

5. Tli(‘ declaration of the Kazilbashes, as above given, seems to me to possess 
pecidiar inter< st and value at this time, since we have in it the light in which 
they view themselves. Much* of what is said is clearly correct,* but the policy of 
allowing such a body of men to build a fort outside Cabool is obviously what no 
ruler, wlio was an Afghan, would submit to, and what no foreign power, Persia 
excepted, would countenance, if it wished to turn the resources of this country 
to its own ends. "With Persia, however, the course would be altogether different, 
for such probably would be the very first result of a successful invasion by that 
power, since it would he productive of manifest and permanent advantage to her. 
At one time Tiiiiour Shall could not, without a special licence of the Moollalis, 
marry a Kazilbash lady, from their being held in the light of slaves of the King 
(Glioolam i Shah), but no sneli objection would now be raised, since their relative 
position towards the ruler is altered. While the King of Persia, therelore, has 
his thoughts so earnestly directed to the countries eastward, the more the influ- 
ence of tlic Kazilbash faction, as it now exists, is proved, the more dangerous, 
does it appear to the wellbeing of this country and the tranquillity of the states 
bordering on the Indus. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) AU\r. Burnes, 

Cabool, 6 December 1837. On a Mission to Cabool, 

(True copy.) 

(signed) H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India 
with tlie Governor General. 


To /r. IJ. Macnaghteny Esq., Secretary to tlie Government of India, 

Fort William. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to annex, for the information of the Right Honourable the 
Governor General of India in Council, the translations of two letters which I 
have received from the Chief of Koondooz and his minister, in reply to my 
notification of the intention to send Mr. Lord to Toorkistan. Their contents 
will, I believe, prove very satisfactory to Government. 

2. I have received accounts of the arrival of Messrs. Lord and Wood at the 
last pass over the mountains, after experiencing great difficulties on account of 
a snow storm that happened in the Saraulung Pass, but from which they happily 
escaped. An elchee from the Ameer of Cabool, who persisted in advancing, was 
frozen to death, and his body has been since brought in here. 

3. Tlie laUst intelligence from Toorkistan reports that the King of Bokhara 
lias taken great offence at the Chief of Koondooz having planted a detachment 
and a s i.all fort on one of the canals of Balkh, from which he has resolved to 
dislodge him by force of arms. The koosh begee, or vizier, urged his Majesty not 
to take such a step, which gave oflfence, and for which he has been removed from 

being 
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being vizier, and appointed Governor of Kurshee, but without being deprived of 
his property. 

4. The Lohanee merchants, who yesterday reached Cabool from Toorkistan, 
brought to me a message from the koosh begee, explanatory of what hail passed, 
expressing great anxiety to hear from me (my letter liad not arrived), and 
assuring me that his removal would be productive of no ultimate harm. It seems 
thaton^of the instigators of this worthy man’s superc(*ssiou is Abdool Siimmut, 
the Persian lately driven from Cabool, wlio, with others, has been counselling 
the King of Bokhara to increase bis taxes, raise regiments, compel the Hindoos 
to bury their dead or exile tlioinseU es. It persevered in, the policy would be 
fatal to the prosperity of Bokhara, and le.ul to the ultimate ruin of that iuterestirjg 
country. I am glad, liowever, to report that all the merchants consider the 
minister’s removal as temporary, and the treatment ol the Hindoos has drawn a 
remonstrance from Dost Mahomed Khan, as being at variance with the customs 
of Islam. 

6. With reference to the deUTinination of tlu‘ King to di'^lodge the Meer of 
Koondooz from liis position near Bulkh, three or four thousand horsi* have 
already crossed the Oxus, and roaelied that city. No designs ulterior to pre- 
serving the iritegritv of his frontier are attributed tf) the King ot Bukhara, and 
it is probable that he and the Chief of Koondooz will come to an understanding 
on the subject. I am happy to say that I took the precaution, in smding 
Mr. Lord to Koondooz, to inlorm tiu; King of Bokhara, through his minister, 
of the objects of his journey, and his Lordsliip in Council may i idy on the dis- 
cretion and sound judgment oi that genthmi.m. that the nrilish (Sovernment is 
in no way mixed up with any of these ditferences. 

I hav(‘, &c. 

(signed) ^lle.r. Eurncs, 

Cabool, On a Mission to (kihool. 

6 December 1837. 


No. 1. 

Translation ot a Letter from Brg, the Chiet of Koondooz, to the address 

of Captain Jiurnesj received at Cabool, 0th Dccornhcr 1037. 

A. C. 

Your kind letha*, containing the words of friendshij), and llu; intimation that you are 
going to send the doctor (hakmi) liere, reached me in good time, and I fully nnUetstood all 
its contents. Though every hope in this world depends on (iod, yet I had hoped that you 
would kindly send the hakim, and your having doee so affoids me great pleasun^. 

If’ it pleases God, and the endeavours of the doctor are '^ucce.sf’ul m eiinng the eves of my 
dear brother, Meer Mahomed, you will have purchased ihe goodwill of all the people of 
Tooran (Toorkistan) without money, and our fnendship will he strengthenedwilh you and all 
Europeans. You will aho have a good name in the world. 

Let me know of your healtli, and the news of that quarter. 


No. 2. 

Translation of a Letter from Atmararn Dewau Uegfe, Minister at Koondooz, to the 
address of Captain /?//r7te5, rectaved at Cabool, 6th December 1837. 

A. C. . . u 

Your friendly letter, containing accounts of your good health, and explaining other matters, 

reached me, and I undersiood its contents. u i t 

I gave your letter to the respectable Amen, who was very gl .d to read it He declares 
that if thr eyes of his brother arc cure.l, through the favour of Go I and the endeavours of 
the doctor, me whole country of Tooran will become yours, without spending any money, 
and that the fnemlship will be strong and diiral>le. r u • r 

I will not (ad to do you good service, and m some respect, according to the necessity of 
the time, I once served you long ago, winch 1 hope you will keep kindly in your 
memory* . 
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Let me know of your welfaie, and the news of tliat quarter, and point out the services I 
can render you. 

I kept your kasid in the hope of seeing the docioi, and to write lo you of his safe entry. 
1 hear tfiat he is now coming by another road, so I hasten to dispatch the bearer to you. 
Do not be angiy at his delay. 

(True translations.) 

Alex. Burnes, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


No. 1 . 


No a. 


To W. H. Macnaghteuy Esq., Secretary to the Government of India. 

Fort William. 


' Sir, 

1 HASTEN to report to you, for the information of the Right Honourable the 
Governor General of India in Council, that the rumours which have been so long 
current regarding t!ie advance of the Persians on Herat, and which were reported 
in detail in my le tter of the 4th instant, are confirmed. Besides the letters from 
the chiefs at Caiidaliar, I have had communications, both written and Terbal 
from some of the first merchants of that city. * 

2. In further and complete corroboration of these rumours, I have just re- 
C(‘ive(l a letter from Lhaitenant E. Pottinger, dated Herat, the 4th November 
of which, at his own reejnest, I think it best to hand a copy to Government.* 
That officer, who proceiMled, with the permission of (Government, to examine the 
passes ue-t of the Indus, came to Cabool, thence to Herat, about three months 
ago, where it will he seen, from his letter, lie is detained against his will by the 
authorities. He has applied for my advice and assistance in his disaoTceable 
situation, both of which I shall not fail to forward to him. ^ 

3 In addition to the authenticated particulars above given, the last arrivals 
from Herat report, that the Shah in person had sat down before Ghorian • that 
his army had advanced to Herat, and closely invested it, and that it was under 
the guidance of three Russian officers ; hut these latter facts rest on rumour 
alone. 


4. The arrival of this intelligence at Caudahar has increased the consternation 
of the chief. At first he had considered the movement of Persia as favourable 
to his own view ; but as the army has advanced on Herat without his beimr con- 
sulted; he forebodes evil to liiiiiself. He has, however, sent back my messengers 
with a letter, in reply to riiiiie, notifying, as will be seen, his adlierence to his 
connexion with Persia, which, under existing circumstances, is most natural • 
but at the same time referring me to the Ameer. Since it was written his per- 
plexities liave increased, and he has expressed great anxiety to have advice iroin 
(Jahool. I have not yet had an interview on this subject with Dost Mohomed 
Khan. 

5. The latest Despatch from Persia relating to the affairs of Herat which has 
reached me is dated so far back as the 30ih June last. It is from the Ambas- 
sador lo l.iord Palmerston, and the tenor of that communication, as far as the 
Persian Government is concerned, being far from satisfactory, I refrain from 
writing to Herat, giving advice, or taking any step for some days, in the hope 
of an arrival from India, and more particular accounts from the w^est. If 
Mr. MacNeil has counselled the Herat authorities to resist Persia, it will give 
them gre<it encouragement, and if the place is not treacherously surrendered, 
there are provisions and stores for a i)rotracted siege. 


Cabool, 

8 December 1837. 


I have, &c. 

(signed) Jtex, Bunies, 

. On a Mission to Cabool. 
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Xo. 1. 

Copy of a Letter from Lieuteoaiit Pottinger to Captain Ihir 7 i<*s, dated Herat, 

t November 1837. 

My dear Burncs, 

I ARRIVED here about two months tejo, while the Shah was employed in bcsiejjjini!; 
Lash. On his letinn I thought it advisable to make myself known to the Vuzeer. 
He has detained me until now, on ihe pretence of sending iin in\oy to India nloug with 
me, as uc were to go by the route of Chiikunsoor in Seisi.n . I ghidlv consented to Ids 
proposal. He now. in consequence of ihe muu appro ch ol' tin* Persian aimy (a detach- 
ment of it has reached Ghorian, m lcs from tins), has put oil sei ding the vakeel, and 
has leqnested me to stay hu’ tlie pin pose of being peacomaker. I Imve told him, and 
he perfectly understands I have no connexion with of anthorUy horn (ico ei nniimt, .md 1 
cannot divine what his intmitions are, unless tliat he wushes to maki* a sliow' of liavmg an 
English agent in Herat. Hf‘ has treated nu' v my civilly, evcc'j't in (h'taming mo. I saw 
him last night, and pointed onl tin* uselossno-'S (»f my lemainl; g without anthontv iimii 
Government to interfere, and hegged In- would let iiu' write lo \ou, and seioi mv letter hy 
the huzaia/at, so tliat 1 might g( t .m answer ipdckiv ; lest, however, he should deeeiv<‘ 
me, I write by this kafihi, and a Ibshet'ngee synd has juoiniseij to desjjateh this 'etfer the 
day he reaches Kandahar. Pray, on its receipt, write to me at h iisf your advice what to 
flo; and also send me a hoonder* for a hmnli<‘d ducats, /. c., bojagler*"!. I have expoiidMl 
all my monev, and cannot get the Hindoos to cash th(‘ hoondees I have on Kaiulahai-, as 
they are made out m the name of Ahdad Khan, the nativi* oflicsT who accomp lued me, 

and who I sent hy the route <»t Kand.diar to hring my spais' eonqiassi's, I am v(“ry 

anxious to know what has become of him, not having the slighfe^i inforinat on hv which 
I can divine Ins whereabouts or that of his co i panion, Edul Khaii, who I left at Kahool 
in the hopes of getting a si'Xiant from I have' lost niy conq).iss, .md heg \oij will, 

if possible, send me a compass, or a sjiare card and niagni't, oi at h ast w i ite how to mag- 
netise iron. T have lieen hammering away at hiP of iron witlionl sncei'ss for ilu' last 
week. (I can abo get a loadstone here.) I hav(‘ given the syud two ducats to hire the 
kasid, and beg you wall give him a reward il In* ainv(S m turn*, ami (h spatch an answer 
quickly. Take care tluit the kadd whicli you send is ;m Afghan, for if fhi- pla(*(‘ In* 

besieged t!ie road wdl be veiy dillieult liom fins to Suhzar. bray in the* hooinh '' have* it 

speeifu'd that tin* dm. its are to be td full w'eight when w« ijdn d separately, «'lherwise I hey 
will only give ligiil ones. I hope yon ai.* well, and that \on art* gelling (U ueeevKfully. 
If the Persians art* iml able to take tins hy eseahide, it will i <* a tt'ilioim husiiie'-s. Tin* 
Vuzeer tells me Mr. MaeNed wdl po‘'ilivel* .leeompaiiN tin Shah; il In* do(*-' so | will he 
relieved from my disagieeable situation. You must i.d^t* this lor a li ilf-ollieiul letter; .md 
pray act as you think b(*sl in laying my situation befoie < iov' i nnn iti, whi li 1 mys' If 
should wish done. 

Voiii''', N’o. 

(signed) llhlred /W/b/gtr. 

(True CO[>V.) 

(signed) Alex, Puiiies, 

On a M i''sn n to ( aihnol. 


No. 2. 

Translation of a Letter liom Kohun DU Khan, (dnef of ('ami diai, lo lint atldress ol 
Captain Burncs, leceivctl at (ddnnd .'>ih Deeembnr |.s.}7. 

A.C. 

Your very I’riemlly letter leielied me, .md I fully uinleistoo I its confi'nis. 

You had wntien to iint that it was impiopei to ln)hi t^o melons m nm* hand ami to 
keep one foot in two boais ; or, m othei vvoids, sou bhom* im* for th ■ engagemeiils wliieli 
I have made with the Peisian Government, a*> well .is lor ^endimg mv * on, Saidar 
Mohomed Omar Khan, to tn.it qmiitci. I wish you youisill to eonsidi r, how is it pos- 
sible that the bonds of frn inishi]) winch I have ceniiacled with the, Peisums should In* 
broken merely by your writing to me. 

In your former letter you wrote to me nothing n'.gaiding ihn subject, arni 1 have had 
no intercourse with you about ii : it not in aeeoid.mee wiih the laws nf fin unship that 
the iieaty which I have lately’made with the Pei^ians should he now desfioyed. I have 
minutely informed the rcs[)ectal)le Ameer ahoi.t fins, ami will learn from him ev<*rylhing. 

Be confident of everything here, and let me hear always from you. 

(True tr.mslation.) 

(signed) Alex. Burnes, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 

(True Copies.) 

H. Toireus, 

Deputy Secrclaiy to the Go\ eminent of India with 
. the Governor General. 


K 4 


1— SesB. 2. 



8o 


CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 


(No. 59.) 

From JV , H. Macnaghten, Esq., Secretary to the Governor General of India, 
to Captain A, Burnes, on a Mission to Cabool. 

Sir, 

I AM desired by the Right Honourable the Governor General of India to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 31st of October, reporting your 
further proceedings at Cabool. 

2. In reply, I am directed to acquaint you that the Governor General 
approves of the efforts which you caused to be made with a view to arrest the 
progress of Persian intrigue, and the tenor of your letter to Kohun Dil Khan 
seems to be highly judicious ; but the Candahar chiefs evidently entertain a 
considerable degree of jealousy of their brother the Ameer; and it appears 
doubtful, therefore, whether the dissuasive arguments against a Persian alliance 
which have been urged by Dost Mohamud may not weaken, rather than 
strengthen, the effects of your representation. 

3. You will by this time probably have ascertained in what spirit those 
representations may have been received by the chiefs of Candahar, and you will 
shape your course accordingly ; and if you should deem that step advisable, 
either proceed yourself to Candahar, or depute Lieutenant Leech to that quarter, 
should your own presence at Cabool be indispensable, 

4. The Governor General trusts that you continue to communicate freidy and 
unreservedly with Mr. MacNcil on all matters connected with the political 
condition of Central Asia. You have already been made ac([uainted with the 
judicious efforts which his Excellency has made to secure the independence of 
Herat, an object which the Governor General has always considered as of 
first-rate importance, 

I have, &c. 

Camp at Kusseeali, (signed) /F. //. Macnaghten, 

11 December 1837. Secretary to the Governor General of India. 

(True copy.) 

11. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India 
with the Governor General. 


To W, //. Macmnjhten, Esq., Secretary to the Goveriiiiient of India, 


Fort Willian). 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of tiie Right Honourable the 
Governor General of India in Council, the very extraordinary piece of intelli- 
gence of the arrival at this city yesterday of an agent direct from fthe Emperor 
ofj Russia. " ^ 

2. On the 11th instant J received a notification of his approach from mv 
corresjjondent at Candaliar in the terms reported in the annexed letter, No. 1, 
and on the 13th instant the Ameer received tlje information conveyed in the 
•enclosure No. 2. A circumstance of so unusual a nature prevented ni}' sending 
off an express to you till J could be better informed. 

[.3. On the morning; of the 19th, that is yesterday, the Ameer came over from 
the B,ila^ Hissar early in the morning with a letter from his son, the Governor 
of Gliuzni, reporting that the Russian agent had arrived at that city on his way 
to Cabool. Dost Mahomad Khan said that he had come for my counsel on the 
occasion ; that he wished to have nothing to do with any other power than the 
British ; that he did not wish to receive any agent of any power whatever, so 
long as he had a hope of sympathy from us ; and that he would order the 
Russian agent to be turned out, detained on the road, or act in the way I desired 
him. 


4. I asked the Ameer if he knew on what business the agent had come, and 
if lie were really an agent from Russia; lie^ replied, that I had read all his 
letters from Candahar, and that he knew nothing more, I replied, that it was a 
sacred rule among civilised nations not to refuse to receive emissaries in time of 

peace, 
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peace, and that I could not take upon myself to advise him to refuse any one 
who declared himself duly accredited, hut that the Ameer had it in his power 
to show his feelings on the occasion by making a full disclosure to tlio British 
Government of the errand on which the individual had come ; to which he most 
readily assented. 

5. After this the Ameer despatched a servant on the road to Ghuzni, to prevent 
the agent's entering Cabool without notice ; but so rapid had been liis journey, 
that he met him a few miles from the city, which he entered in the afternoon, 
attended by two of the Ameer’s people. He has not yet seen tlie Ameer ; he has 
sent a letter from Count Siinonitch, which I Iiave seen, and states that he is 
the bearer of letters from Mahomed Shah and the Emperor of Russia. 

6. I shall tuke an early opportunity of reporting on the proceodinos of this 
Russian agent, it he be so in reality; for if not an impostor, it is a most uncalled- 
for proceeding, after the disavowal of the Russian (.iovernmeiit coiivcyi-d 
through Count Nesselrode, alliidcd to in Mr. M'Neil’s letter of the 1st of June last.] 

] have, &c. 

^ ^ (signed) Alex. Burner, 

Cabool, 20 December 1837. On a Mission to Cabool. 


No. 1. 

Abstract of Intelligence reejived from Candaliar on the litli December 1837. 

^ the Sirdar, agreeahiy lo liis chsire/ and nn t ;i liorseman of 

Giiishk, with a Eersian c.^cuFt. Dn.'y brought mr.>rmatiun ihat another Persian (‘It'hco 
was coming, and delivered a letter to Moolhih Nusoo. Jlo told m,‘ that it was not 
:i I ei^-ian embassy, but an clchee from tlie Itiissian (iovemnunt, or from fl.e Kussiaii 
ambassador at Tehran, ihe letter was fiom Huja IVloheeii, and he is not ciinit; himst If. 
Ihe Ivussian elchet* is named Maiiiwa; In- may he Armenian, but not a Persian. The 
Sirdais sent two horsemen to receive him on iht* road, and bring him intcj the city with 
consideration. 

When I am perfectly acfjiiaiiiti d with (lie aflairs ot Ihe IluS'Hian ( Ic.hce, oi thieif ila\s 
aft(*r, I will write to you minutely. 

Sirdar Ruhiu Dil Khan has be<*ome friendly with his biolher, and lives in one pi ci*. * 

(signed) A. liurKcs, 

Oil a Mission to Calmol. 


No. 2. 

Translation of a Letter from Moollah Rislnd, the Counsellor <T Kohm Dll Khan, of 
Candaliar, to the Address of Ameer Mahomed Khan, Agent or Naib of Dost Maliomed 
Khan, of Cabool, received on the 13th of December 1837, 

A. C.^ 

We have heard nothing new of the Persian siege to Herat since the 1st of Ramzan 
(^14 days ago), except that which I wrofe to you before. 

Ihe fresh intelligence 1 write to you, that at noon, on the ‘2Mth of Shaban (17 days ago), 
Tuesday, an elchec arrived here fiorn |^Moscow, on the part of the Emperor ofj Russia. 
Leaving the rarities of that country in Tehran, he came to the cami) of Mahomed ^hah 
Kiijnr; and, after .seeing his Majesty, he parsed th-ough Birjird, Jawer, Lash and Seistan, 
on his way to Ahmed Shahee (Candaliar), He is a man (jf Museow, and stands high in the 
favour of ihe Emperor. The l^ussian ambassador at 'fehran ha> sent a list of the presents, 
with his letter, to the 8irdars, which iliis elchce left in his chaige on account of the disoidcis 
of the road between 7 ehran and Candahar. As he looks a confidenti.il person, I think he 
will do everything for the Sirdars. We have heard nothing of the lesults of the ariange- 
ments which Mr. Burnes is making at Cabool. 

As Mahomed Shah intends to take Herat, so he has left the English and Russian ambas- 
sadors at Tehran., Mirza Masood, the minister of his Majesty, is also with thciij^ I'he 
assistants of both the ambassadors are in the camp of Mahomed Shah. 

Mahomed Omar Khan and the Persian elchee are still at Girishk. 

(A true translation.) 

(signed) Alex. Bumes, 

On a Mission to CabooL 

$ 


1 — Sees. 2. 
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No. 3. 

Translation of a LettH' from Moolla Resliid, tlic Counsellor of Kohin Dil Klian Sirdar 
to the Address of Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan, received at Cabool on the 19th of 
J>)ccember 1837. 


An ambassador on the part of [i lie] Russia [n Emperor] came [(rom Moscow] to Tehran, 
and lias bc(ni appointed to wait on the Sirdais at Caiidahar, and thence to proceed to the 
j.rcseiu e of the Arneer. lie paid his respects to Mahomed Shah at Nishapoor, and passiiip- 
fhiouoh Kayanat, Lash and Jawer, Seistan and Gnour Sail, arrived ai Ahmed Shahee 
(Candahar). He is the beaicr of ^^confidential messages fiom the Empfror, and of thej 
letters from the llnssian ambassaflor at Tf hran. 

Ihe Itiissian amlia^sador lecomnicnds tins man to be a most ti iisty individual, and to 
p^osscss full authority to make any negotiation Ton the part of the Emperor and himsclfl 
Captain Bumes will undouhtedly comprehend tm; real motives of this elchee. 

I he conduct and appi^aiance of this ma.i (ehdiee) seem^ to infei that he posse.sses no less 
dignity and honour than Captain Burnes, and whaicvcr ai raiigements he may make will 
be agreeable to J^tlie Bnssian Empeior andj the Kns^-ian ainbashador. You have now 
both the Lnglish and Uussian amhassadors at \our Court; please to settle matters with 
any ot them who you think may do some good olhce h(;reafter. 

Bv the cuiivan’srilion of this mini (< l(die(‘), it apj)eais that Mahomed ISliiih is neither 
assisted nor indueed liy the ilussiaiL',, :i.id is come ot‘ himself to try his fortunes. You 
should receive him with consideration, as he is a man of coiise(|uence. He in s got four 
hoisinu. 11 witii hiniseif; ami will lemain hut a tevv days ill Cabooi. Slier Mahomed lias 
bec'ii sent by the Sirdars to eouduit him to you. Tlic Kussiaiis and the Ihjrsiaiis arc 
separately anxious to piomote their rc^oectiva* designs in this (piaiter. 

^ Rus'^iriii eleli(‘e reaches (kibool, sliovv him lospect, and it w'ill rouse 

ihe iniiid of Ale\. Burnes. His afipeai Mice will also induce him (Mr. Buriies) to be sluirn 
and to put off del ly in jiroiuoting ^ 


(Ti ue tiau>latioii.) 

(sigiK'd) 


Alex. ThiJ'nes, 

On a Mis^'loii to Cabool. 


(True lopies.) 

(sigmd) II. Torrims, 
l)ej>ul\ ^eeretary (n the (joveriiment of India 
with the (iovernor C('iieriil. 


To If . //. MacnagJilcn^^ S'ceretary to tin* Government of India, 
Governor General’s Camp. 

Sir, 

I DO mys(‘lf die honour to transmit translations (\ os. 1 to 4) of four letters received 
at I ab(H) , wdiieh convey inlclligence regarding th(‘ campaign of the Persians 
against the Herat Stale up to tin' 2r>rli ot last month. The report of ibo partial 
deleat ot tile PcrsDiiis has gaiiu'il gronml, and it sciuns certain that the fort of 
Ghorian lias not yet fallen. The King of Bgkhara ami die Chief of Koondooz 
have also niade up tlirir diHcrenees, and a body of the Bokhara auxiliaries, it is 
repi^rted has g(me hy way of iMaimuiid to aid Herat. I trust sincerelv that all 
this intelligeiK'e will be confirmed, and, if so, fioni ihe season of the year and 
fhe^ forces opposed to them, a .signal discomfiture of the Persians may be 
anticipated. 

^ 2. Idle effect of the campaign, as far as tlie Candaliar cliiefs arc concerned, 
IS already developed. In the letter of Kohin Dil Khan’s adviser (No. 3), it will 
be seen that the Sirdar has prevented his son’s departure to wait on the Kino-; 
hut in a way so ipiadfied, that if his .Majesty were successful, the son mioht sttll 
be forthcoming Fear is the spring of action at Caiidahar. 

^ 3. Since my last Despatch to you ri'g.irding the affairs of Herat on the 8th 
instant, 1 have sent a messenger to Lieutenant Pottinger at -Herat with my 
opinions and advice. I have in the first place told him, if possible, to get out of 
his dilemma by declaring that he possesses no authority from Government ; but 
A lie caniiof, I have advised liim to do all in his power to urge Kamran to resist 
Persia, if there is any chance of his doing so successfully, and, if not, as a last 
alternative, to make terms so as not to surrender the fvirtress; since Government, 
as It appeared to me, would regret above all things if Herat, so valuable as a’ 

position, 
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position, fell into the hniuls of tliat nation. Under the circumstances of the 
case, til is appeared to me the only appropriate counsel. 

I have, &c. 

(sii^m^d) AA\i'. liunus, 

Cabool, ‘21 December 1837. On a Mission to ( abool. 


No. 1 . 

Iranslation' ot ca Lctt(‘r t • C.iphiin Ihirnes from Syud MoIkmmi SIj.iIi at Cnridahar, 
nceivid at Caljool uii .>tli Dcoeniljer 1837. 

A. C. 

Thk news ( fthis (jiiartcr is as follows. — .Molioined Miali, at. llie l.(':id ot -10,000 (loops, 
00 eiiiis, and 3 mortals, Ims anivc d on ilu* river «■( (iliopan, and wa.s (.opposed by 300 
horseoK'ii ot SIut I'loljomed Klian, (In* biotlier of ^ ai‘ Mohomed Klian vii/.eer. d ho 
Afs^lians, afi('r losing 10 naoi in ilie field and kdlm|4 30 Persians, r(‘ttiriieil to (he tort of 
Ghoriaii and sliut thi' e:i(<^s. d )ie Pei>ians, h,i\mo' inarelw’d lioni the river, h.ive lu'sii'i^i'd 
the fort, aiul fired a r it for tin ee sii- ees^iw* d.i\ s. Kainran has also .sent ‘J,000 lioi siant ii 
to siijiport SIk'I- Mohonicd (ilniryain. On ti e fmith day ili(‘ Peisians n:ade an assault lai 
the iort, and came liaek to their eanip aft^ r a loss ol 3oo nun, he.sid. s nianv woiimh'd. 

Kamran is not soiry f > 1 ’ th«.‘ Shah’.s cornim; at all, Init r<‘i;i(0j, .,nd l<'.iis veiy nnieh that 
Koliia iJil Khan has m. dc’ fi k ndship wit ii imn. 

I have siol ihis inforinaiioii from mv nejiln^ws, w ho ar** pis| eomc (loin lleial. ddie 
caravan from (’andahar (olferat Kdiniied back to tin* eitv alter i;(anL; a (i w siaoi s, on 
account ot the eomin^ of the Idrs aiiK. 

Kamran has driven all tin* native Ptisi um (loni (he t i(y, and p( opted it with Alj^hans of 
the adjaet lit eunntnes in then’ phn e. IK* Ims ^.ihored a eroat stop* of piovisions tor a 
siege 01 tinee years, and has leeeived mess.i jes Ironi Slier Mohomod Khan lla/aiali, lliaf 
In' has got 300 iioise leady f i Ins sfiviee. 

d hci’e are I hr('(‘ Hiissijois with Mohomod Siiah, w Iio have the eommand in then liaiids. 
They advised the Shah to si( p at ( ihiny.in, and send his minister ^\ith some troops t<‘ lloial. 


No. *2. 

AuSTHAi’Tof fnti lligonei' ioe. i\(‘d liom ('amialno l»y f'aplain Ihmus, on iho 
1 1 (h of Dec* mher iHOit. 

ddiK ietlers from Herat say liial IVIolnmied Shah has airi\e(| at (dmrvan wiili lo.ooo 
trLaj[)s and .'>0 gnus. Ilis Majestv lias not leai lied lleiat v< t , ‘J,00n reisi.m hm'sc moii 
came in advance, and which induced the inlerof (Ihuiyan to send 1,ono caxaliy and mn I 
them on the r aid. Ibith paities fonalit, and at last tin* Pe siaiis reiiiod, aflr r h-avmg seven 
men in field, and giving eiglile* n piis-mei's or •'livr*s. (ihnivaii is now hesiegi d by llie 
Persian.?. 

Y.ir Mohonied Khan has diu anotin'r dit<di rotiiid lleiat, and lias eonduetod all llic 
Afuhans ol the countiv inside of tin* eity. Hi* is aetiv(*iy eng.igi d in ojiposing ihe enemy. 

On the ‘2()th of Shahan .i hor'-eman eame bvev()i(-s liom llciai to lln* Sndais, and 
reported tli.it the son of Shah Kamran. who luled Sab/.auar, ibna- maielies on lliis side of 
Herat, has disappeared. I do not know wlutlier he has inn away to Ins falbei at Ib'iat, oi 
8onu where els(\ It happeeed on uecomit ot his minisUT, (lie Kalantar ” of Sali/.auar, 
seeking to imprison the prince and send him to Mahonn-d Shah. When he leain. «1 that 
the prince ran away, he immediately serif a man (o Mahomed Shah, with the messmje that 
his M.ijtsty imi^l either cojin* limw' ll toSab/a^ar or send .sonn- troops, bni he has not heard 
in m-plv. It is rmnouied that this tr.iiioioii.s person has lx en intngiiiii_: with tin; Persi.ms 
for a long time. His news has deeply vex^ d the Sirdais, and tiny aninipate some teaifnl 
end l)v tile coming of the Peisian army to Sahzawai. 

The Saidar says openly that in Cuiis. queimc of the slow anaiigenients of .Mr. lUuncs at 
(?ahul, tlio wliole countiv et .Afghanistan will fall into the possi '-sio i of the Kujai ; ihat 
he has no mon» y to give his iroops and send ihem to meet the IVrsiaiis .it Herat, and very 
slioitly tile ^,iiow will (all, and the communication between fjandafi ir and Cabool will b? 
closed. 

(Ti ue translations.) 

(signed ) /l/e:r. Buinps^ 

On a Mission to Caliool. 


No. .3. 

TRANSLATioif of a Letter Irom Moolla lieshid, the Counsellor of Koliin Dil Klian vSiidar, 
to tile Addiess of Ameer Dost Mohonied Khan, received at Cabool on the lUtfi 
December 1B37. 

A.C. 

On Sunday the 11th of Ramzan (17 days ago), Mehar Dil Khan started for Giraslik ; 
and on ihe «th, Sardar Kohin Dil and Rahim Dil Khan followed him. They intend to 
1— Sess. 2. L 2 send 
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send for Karaber Ali Khan, who is now with Mohomed Saddik Khan at Karejet Meer, and 
to tell to him that the treaty which he has lately made with them has all gone wrong, and 
that Mohomed Omar Khan will therefore not proceed with him to the Shah until they 
(Sirdars) are satisfied. 

About 16 days ago Kamber Ali and Mohomed Saddik Khan both sent a man to the camp 
of Mohomed Shah, and expect his return here in a few days hence, with full information of 
that quarter. On his arrival Kamber Ali will either go himself on with the man of the 
Sirdars to the Shah, or will postpone his departure ; but Mohomed Omar Khan will never 
proceed to his Majesty until the Sirdars obtain all their widi^s. 

On 'I’uescJay alternoon Ali Mar Dan Khan, the son of Madad Khan Papalzai, came with 
Moostfa to Candahar; he left Herat 14 days a.;o. He reports that Mohomed Sliah had 
besieged Ghoorian on the 7lh of Sliahban, and till the 29ih he had not come to Herat. Yar 
Mohomed Khan is ready to oppose the Sliah, and has strengthened the fort. 

Sher Mohomed Khan Huzarah, the Jamshaidees, Feroz, Kohees, and the people of 
Maimund, along with those of the adjacent districts, have assembled forces and sent their 
sons to Herat, where they will come themselves by-and-by. 

The Sardnrs are eugaged in a hunting excut sion at Girashk, and are waiting for letters 
f rom Mohomed Shah. 

One of Kaniran^s sons is at Sabzwar or Jafzar, and the other at Farah. Shah Piisand 
Khan is at Lash. 


No. 4. 


Translation of a Letter from the same to his Brother, Meer Mohomed Khan, received on 

the 19th December 1H37. 


A. C. 

I HAVE written to you all the information of this quarter by Mool!a Jabbar Azim Khan, 
ILijee Wallec and Boda Cossid of Sultan Mohomed Khan long ago, and now let you know 
the fiesh intelligence. 

On Tuesday the 6th of Ramzan, Ali Mardan Khan came from Herat to Candahar after 
14 days. He stales that Mohomed Shah came and besieged Ghorian on the 7tli of 
Shaban. IIis first engagement was fruitless. The Shall took 40 guns near the fort, and 
fired for 48 bouts at it. The tops of tlie walls have been very little destroyed, and the 
Shah gained nothing by this assault, and has encamped at the distance of two cannon shots 
Iroiit the fort. None of ihe Persians have come to Hi rat up to the 27th of Shaban (24 
days Hgo). The Shah will not move to Herat until he conquers Ghorian, 

The (ort of Glioiian is supported by 15 Jazalehis (men with wall jiieces), and 300 
lioi semen. The walls of Herat aie strengthened as far as possible, and the city is defended 
by 1,000 horse and 2,000 fool, besides the native Duoraines. Shah Zadah Sikandar, the 
son of Kamran, on leaving Herat came to Sabzawar, and took the traitorous ** K-dantan 
of tliat place a prisoner to Farah, where he commands 1.000 Dooraines. The other prince, 
or the luler of Ghor, has assembled sufficient troops, and is ariived at Fatah on his way 
to He I at. 

Yar Mohomed Khan is actively engaged in opposing the Persians, and relies on the 
protection of God and his piophet. Sher Mohomed Khan Huzarah, with all the Jam- 
shatdee, Firoz, Kohees, Maimuiid, Pari, Dili and Sarakhs Sunnies, collected a good number 
of soldiers, and sent their relations to Herat, wlicie they are expected in person by-and-by. 

The Khan of Orgunge or Khiva has sent a reply to Kamian, saying that his Highness 
should rely on his assistance, and informs him that Mehomed Shah, not^ilhstandmg tire 
open battle field, was defeated by him in Gurgani, and that he will not fail now to plunder 
and destroy his countries about Meshid, &c. See. 

The infotmers also report that Sher Mohomed Khan Huzara and the other Toorkmans, 
sent 7,000 horsemen to attack (Ciiapan), Khaf, Jam and Bakhars, as w^ell as to stop all 
communication between Meshid and his camp. On receiving the intelligence Mohomed 
Shah sent 15,000 soldiers with four guns after them, and the enemy met litem accidentally. 
A battle took place, in which the Persians, after losing their guns and many soldiers, were 
totally defeated. There are numerous Persians taken slaves by the Huzarahs in this 
engagement. 

Grain is sold at 20 mans per rupee at Herat, and in the Persian camp at 2 reals per 
man. 


(True translations.) 

(signed) A/ex» Burnes, 

On a Mission to CabooL 


(True copies.) 

(signed). H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India 
with the Governor General. 
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To W. H. Macnaghten, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, 
Governor Generars Camp. 


Sir, 

With reference to my letter of the 20th instant, I have now the honour 
to inform you, for the information of the Right Honourable the Governor 
General of India in Council, that the individual who has arrived here from 
St. Petersburg is a veritable agent of Russia, and brings a letter from [the 
Emperor of Russia, a fac-simile of which in the Russian language (and for 
which I am indebted to Lieutenant Leech) I now forward. The agent also 
brings letters from] the Shah of Persia and Count Siinonich, fund in the 
former communication] he is designated as Captain Vickovich. 

2. T have the honour to enclose the following copies of documents in 
explanation of the appearance of this person, with translations : 

No. 1. A letter from Dost Mahomed Khan to the Emperor of Russia. 

[No. 2. A letter in reply from the Emperor, in the Persian language, 
being a translation of the fac-simile above mentioned.] 

No. 3. A ‘‘rukum*' from the Sliah of Persia to Dost Mahomed Khan. 

No. 4. A letter from Count Siinonitch to tlic same. 

3. I have addressed a confidential letter to his Lordship the Governor 
General of India regarding these documents, and the Russian agent who has 
brought them. 

1 have, ice. 

(signed) Alex. BurneSy 

Cabool, 22 December 1837. On a Mission to Cabool. 


No. 1. 

Translation of u Lettn* from Ameer Dost Mohomed Khan, of C.ibool, to Ihe address of 

his Imperial Majesty the Emperor of Russm, transinitiod u/a Ih)khara, by Mirza ILmsoin 

Caboolee, about the beginning of 11130. 

A. C. 

There have been great differences and quarrels between myself and llie royal houRO 
of the Suclozvees. The English Government is inclined to support Shooja ool Moolk. 
The whole of India s governed by them, and they are on friendly terms with Ruiijeet 
Singh, tiie Lord of the Punjab, wliich lies in their neighbourhood. The Britisli Government 
exhibit no favourable opinions towards me. 

I (literally the creature of God), with all my power, have been always fighting 
with the Sikhs. Your Imperial Government has made friendship with the Persians, and 
if yonr Majesty will graciously he pleased to anange matters in ihe Afudian couniry, and 
assist this nation (which amounts lo twenty lacs of families), you will place me under 
obligations. 

I hope your Impeiial Majesty will do me the favour by allowing me to be received, 
like the Persians, under the protection of the Government of Russia. Under your royal 
protection I can perform, along with my Afghans, varioin praiseworthy services. 

It will be highly proper, whatever your Imperial Majesty may be pleased to do. 

^ (True translation.) 

(signed) Alex. BurneSy 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


No. 2. 

rTranslatlon of a Letter from the Emperor of Russia to the address of Ameer 1)o8t 
Mohomed Khan of Cabool, received from the Russian Agent, M. Vickovitch, at Cabool, 
20 December 1837. 


A. C. , 

In a happy moment the messenger of your 
with your friendly letter. I w.ns very much deligh 
by its perusal. 

1— Sees. 2. 


hnesB, Mirza Husain, reached my court 
ted to receive him, and highly gratified 
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The contents of the letter prove that you are my well-msher, anti have friendly opin ion 
towards me. It flattered me very much, and I was convinced of your friendship to my 
everlasting Government. In consequence of this, and ‘ preserving the terms of friendship 
(which are now commenced between you and myselQ in my heart, I will feel always happy 
to assist the people of Cabool who may come to trade into my kingdom. 

On the an ival of your messenger I have ordered him to make preparation for his long 
joniney back lo you, and also appointed a man of dignity to accompany him on the part of 
my Government. 

If it pleases God, and he reaches safe, he will present to you the rarities of my country, 
which I liave sent through him. 

By the grace of God, may your days be propitious ! 

Sent from St. Petersbur‘:li, the cajdtal of Russia, on the 27th of April 1837, A.D., and in 
the 12th year of my relgii-Jj 

A true iranslalion from the Russian language into the Persian. 

(Tine Iranslalion.) 

(signed) Alex, Rurnes, 

Gil a Mission to Cabool. 


No. 3. 

Translation of Mohomed Shah's Uukum” to the Address of Ameer Dost Mohomed 
Khan, of Cabool, leccived on the 20th December 1837. 

A.C. 

Agreeably to my affeclion an ! kindly feelings towards you, I wish to bestow great favours 
on you, and anxiously wait to hear from you. 

To these (lays the respectable Captain Vickovitch, having been appointed by my 
esteemed broiher the Emperoi of Russia to attend your court, paid his respects on his way, 
stati -g he had been honoured by his Imperial Majesty to deliver sonl(^ messages to you. 
On thi'. I felt it incumbent on me to remember you by the despatch of this Rukum,’^ to 
convince you that your well wisheis aie deeply engraven in my mind. 

Considering the favour^ of my Majesty attached to you, let me hear occasionally from 
you, and by rendering good services you will obtain the protection of this royal house. 

Dated Hajab, 1^153 A. II. 

(True Iranslalion.) 

(signed) Alex. Rurnes, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


No. 4. 

Translation of a Letter from Count Simonitch, the Russian Ambassador at Tehran, to 
the address of Ameer Dost Mohomed Khan of Cabool, received on the 20th December 
1837. 

A. C. 

The [respectable P. Vickovitch will wait upon you with this letter, J^and deliver to 
you an epistle from his Imperial Majestv, in reply to the petition which you had addressed 
through your agent, Hajic Husan Alee*] 

Your agent, Hajif* Husan Alee, has been attacked by a severe illness, and therefore he 
stopped at Moscow, w'hen the intelliiieuce of his bad health was conveyed to the Emperor. 
A good physician was ordeied to attend and cure him as soon as possible. On his recover- 
ing I will not fail lo facilitate him in his long journey back to Cabool. 

Knowing your anxiety to hear from this quarter, I have hastened to despatch the bearer 
to you. lie was ordered to accompany your agent to Cabool; I hope on his arrival at 
your Court that you will treat him with consideration, and trust him with your secrets. 
1 beg you will look upon him like myself, and take his words as il^ they were from me. In 
case ol his detention at Cabool, you will allow him often to be in your presence; and let my 
master know through me about your wishes, that anxiety may be removed. 

Though the great distance has been preventing the continuance of ray corrcspiindence 
with you, I am always very happy to respect and serve your friends, to show my friendly opinions 
towards yim. The cause of our often hearing from each other merely depends upon our 
friendship and acquaintance. 

I have 
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I have ^received J some Russian rarities rfiom tlie Imperial storel to forward to you ; as 
the bearer (P. Vickovitch) is ‘lightly equipped, it w.is beyoud hw power to take them 
along will, him, but 1 will lake ihe fiist op,x>rtu..ity to convey them safely to you, and now 
have the pleasure to send you the uiider-mentioned ii$t of them. 

Dated 25 Jamadi ul sani, 1253 A. H. 

First kind of samoor. 

Ditto ditto. 

Gilt and silvered cloth - * 1 piece. 

Cloth, wi:h ditto, flowered - - 1 „ 

Ditto, with gilt ditto - - i 

Ditto, l^redj wii h green gill flowers, 1 „ 

Zaii Abi, with gilt flowers - - i 

Ditto, firniaz of gold - - 1 „ 

Ditto, (liito of silver - - 1 „ 

Parcha Huzir, nd and white ^ 1 „ 

Ditto - ditto - . 1 

('I rue translation.) 

(signed) Altx. Buries, 

On a Mission to (\ibool. 


Parcha Huzir, painted - - 1 piece. 

Ditto, white, with gold flower - 1 „ 

Alacluii), with gold flower - - 1 ,. 

Ditto, yellow, with silver ditto - 1 „ 

Ditto, red and green - - 1 „ 

Ditto, light blue - - - 1 ,, 

Ditto, with red flower - - i 

Ditto, green - - - - t „ 

Diito, banafsli - - _ 1 

Ditto, red and light blue - 1 „ 


(True copies.) 

(signed) H. Torrens, 

Deputy Soeietaty to the (loveininent of India 
with tlie (lovemor (i(‘iier.d. 


To IF. //. Macnaghten, Esq., Secrotarv lo tlic (joveriinieiit of India, 
Governor (icneniTs Camp. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to report further, for tin* intormalion of the Right I loi]oiirabli‘ 
the Governor (ieneral of India in Council, on the affairs oT Candaliar. I have 
just received a message from Sirdar Koliin Dil Khan on liis leaving Candahar 
for (jrislik,‘to the effect that he laid tltdaycd sending lii-> son to Persia in liopcs 
of assistance from tlie English; tliat In* had receivid none; that tlu! Shah was 
at hand, and his o sn chiefship in iniininent daiiiier IVoin his not having made 
friendship with Persia, or sent his son; and that he always was, and would 
continue to he, tlie friend of the liriiish. 

2. Seeing that tliis cliief has at la^t di^covclV(l the iiatuie of liis position, and 
the great imporlance ofdetacliing him from Persia, witli whom he has at luart no 
kind of sympathy, I immediately desj atclnd the accompanying hdter (No. 1) to 
Candahar. After pointing out to the chief the dangers in which In* is involved, 
I have gone so far as to inform him that if Herat falK, ami the Shah of' Persia 
seeks to niarch against Candahar, and he coiilimics the friend of tlu^ British 
nation, that his brother, the Ann'or, will come to hi-, a.^si-taiice ; that I will ac- 
company him, and tltat in that event the expenses of keeping off the Persians 
will be furnidied to him. 

3. I have every reason to believi, that this promise will be a dead letter, since 
Herat will detain the Persian^, if not for good, eertainlv for a considerable time; 
but it is positively declared that one of the principal reasons for his Majesty’s 
attack on the Herat stale was the assistance he expected to receive from KrJiin 
Dil Khan, and which he has quoted to his chiefs and nobles as his motives for 
undertaking a campaign which is unpopular with them. It is of the first im- 
portance, therefore, to detach tiic Candahar Sirdars from Persia, since they might 
assist tlie Shah with troops, and, what is of far more importance to an army in 
a winter campaign, provisions. 

4. In the critical position in which I was situated, I saw no course l<fft but 
that which I have followed. My belief is that Herat may withstand the attack 
of the Persians, but if not, and the Shah marches to Candahar, our own position 
in the East becomes endangered, and the tranquillity of all the countries that 
border on the Indus. By your Despatch of the 11th of September last, 1 am 
instructed to proceed to Candahar or Herat if it seems to me that my presence 
would have the eflfect of counteracting Persian intrigues. In the absence of 
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force, and in the state of excitement now existing, there is no plan calculated to 
defeat the designs of Persia if she moves eastward but to array Cabool and 
Caiidahar against her, and it is this deliberate conviction that has led me to 
tender to the Candahar chief the offer of assistance, and of the presence of an 
agent of the British Government, which I trust most respectfully will meet the 
approval of his Lordship in Council. 

I have, &c. 

23 December 1837. (signed) Alex, Burnes, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 

P.S . — The Ameer has just received a Despatch from Candahar, which I have 
seen, announcing that his brother has dismissed the Russian elchee. Kumber Ali 
Khan refused to send his own, and awaits advice from Cabool. 

(signed) Alex. Burnes. 


No. 1. 


Copy of a Letter addressed by Captain Burnes to Sirdar Kohin Dil Khan, of Candahar, 

dated Cabool, 22 December 1837. 


A. C. 

1 HAD the pleasure to receive your very friendly letter some days ago in reply to the 
ronimuni(‘ation which I sent to you from Cabool. I have now received the message which 
you sent to me on starting for Gnishk. My friend,* J am very much concerned to hear that 
au> thing happens in your quarter whicii gives you pain. I came to this country by order 
of tlie Briiish Goverrimeni to act as your friend. You and your'hrotliers (now in Paradise) 
ofien w'loto to Bombay to state how much you were the friends of the British Government, 
and this has sat deeply m the remembrance of my masters. I told you in my two former 
letleis that the Goveinnieiit had deputed me lo the Afghan country as the well-wislic r of 
all Afghans, and I now tell you again that I am detained in Cabool by business that relates 
to the well-being ot youi family, to the endeavour to esiablish a peace between Maharaja 
Uunject Singh and tlie Afghans, lie satiatied that in tliis business I um yciir well-wisher 
and not youi enemy. The most lespectable Ameer, has done me ihe honour to receive me 
and entertain me most kindly, and he too is your vvell-wishei ; but he assured that my 
detention here will never he productive of harm to you. You are an old friend of my 
Government, and 1 have come here to do you and your brothers good. May all harm be 
distant from you. 

My friend, you have sent, to udl me that you have gone to Giiishk, nnd that y«u may 
semfyour son to wait on Mohoined Shah, but iliat you are still the friend of the English. 
I do not understand tliis; the Afghan stale (doulut) and ihe Persians have never been 
friendly, and as I told you before, 1 see no good to come from sending your son to Persia. 
I sec, on tlie other hand, that it is lo put water in fire, and God forbid I should advise a 
friend to do so. You express to me gieai fear that the Pcrsi.ms should come to Ahmed 
Shahee (Candahar) on account of your not making friendship with ihem. May God avert 
such an accident. The British Government do not wish tlie Persians to come into the 
Afghan country. If Herat falls into the hands of the Persians, which is improbable, as it 
is a strong place, danger v\ill without doubt occur to Candahar. If they intend to come to 
Caudah ir, let me know if you are friendly, and you wish your respectable brother, the 
Ameer, will come to yimr assistance, and 1 will immediately come along with him, and ihe 
expenses of keeping oH the Persians, ihe enemies of your house, will be furnished to you, so 
that your countiy may remain peopled (abad), and you may continue the well-wisher of 
the British nation. 

What more shall I say? All this I would have written before, but you never told me till 
now that you wislied the assistance of the British nation; on the contrary, you told me you 
wished the friendship of Persia. 1 was a&tonished, but now I understand you. Write to 
me quickly, and let me know the secrets of your heart and wishes, ns I am your friend 
and the servant of a Government who wishes you well, and who wishes you to keep the 
power in .honour and prosperity which Providence has given to you. 

• • 

(True copy.) 

(signed) AUx, Burnes, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


(True copies.) 

(signed) H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretaiy to the Government of India 
with the Governor General. 
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(Confidential.) 


To the Right Honourable Lord Aucklandy o.c.n., Governor General of India, 

&c. &c. &c. 


My Lord, 

In the [public] Despatches which I forward by this opportunity to Mr. 
Macnaghten, your Lordship will find a report of the extraordinary circumstance 
of an aoent having arrived at this capital direct from St. Petersburgh with a 
letter [from the Emperor, also] from the Shah of Persia, and Count Simonitci], 
the Russian Ambassador at Tehran. [l liavo resolved, therefore, lo avail myself 
of the permission given to me, and address your Lm’dsliip |)ersoiially reiiarding 
this very singular event, that I may lay bare the history of this iiiirigm*, tin; 
very dangerous consequences likely to ensue from it, and at tin* same time, as 
is my duty, most respectfully place your Lordslii[i in posM's^ion of tin* senti- 
ments which occur to me regarding it, and the policy the Dritish 

Government is now pursuing in these countries. 

Your Lordship is aware from Mr. MacNeill’s Despatches of the proceedings 
of the Russian Government in Persia, of the intcreepti'd hdter from Count 
Sirnoniteh to the Chief of Candahar, so that it would be out of ])lace to ^ay 
anything regarding what lias been already better said by others, d’lie altiaitiou 
which Russia has dirc'ctcd to this counfrv is what I can ht‘-t relate, and what 
naturally expected frcun m(\ On the loth of last month I lorwarded a copy ol' 
Count Sinioiiitedi’s letter to tlu! Chief of (/<ihool, hut I did not autieipato that 
so earlv occasion would arise*- for my not only Iransmilting a seeoiiel letter from 
that noblem.iii, luit also a meist friendly enie from the* IvapeTor himselt te) Anieicr 
Dost Mahomed Khan, fo^^^a^(Ie(l by an oflicen* in his service styled ('ajitaiu 
Pai’Otehk Vickovitcli, who reached this city on the afternoon eif the Udh 
instant. 

The unhappy difiereiices wliicli have se) long reigned in this country have, as 
your Lordship is aware, been greatly aggravated by the measures ])ursiicd by 
the ruler of Lahore. /Ihe cliieds of Afghanistan have for ye ars i)ast avowe^d 
their anxious desire to connect themselves witli the British Government in India, 
as well from the exalted notions entertained of it as freun tlie* hedied* of its ability 
to assist them, but the l^ritish Governme^nt has stood aloof or sent colei and 
distant rejilics to the ir solicitations. The ex-King at Loodiauu, after a la|)se 
of years, partly (*(|uipped himsell in 1833 in our teurjtoi ic*'', and, ciossiiig tin* 
Indus, mareheej to Candahar, where he was defeated. Tlie chiel> of Afghanistan 
universally heliewed that the British Government had encouraged tiie ex-King, 
and were satisfied that we should have* hasteiKMi to acknowledges him had In* 
•been successful. An open avowal of our anxiety for liis siicc(*ss coiilel not. have.* 
been productive of worse consequences than the course whici) Avas actually 
taken/yet it did not alienate tlie chiefs from us. They hael driven Miooja ool 
Moolk from Candahar, but in their absence Rniijeet Singh seize*d on Pesliaaiir, 
and gave rise to new anxieties* Seeing that tiny had no liopcs from us, tin* 
AWnin chiefs turned their attention to other quarters, and Wf* have thii^ 
qinckened the designs of the powers to the westward. But such was still the 
fiicndly disposition of these chiefs, that though Bny had written in every 
direction, they availed themselves of your ]iOrdbhi|)’s arrival in India to address 
a new Coverncu* General, and I have no hesitation in ‘laying tliat thv. result of 
that address has been productive of benefit to the Stale, and stayed for a Avhih* 
many evils. 

it formerly oceiirred to Do^t Mahomed Khan that he must sue for aid 
elsewhere, he addressed severally the Emperor of l{iis>ia, ilie Kings of Persia 
and Bokhara, and to one and all his letters were of the same tenor; that he 
had a powertul enemy to cone with in Rnnjecc Singh, wlio threatened his very 
existence ; that he had applied to tlie all-powerlul Government of the Britisii, 
who were” rulers of India, but had applied in vain; that the British had, as he 
believed, befriended Shooja ool Moolk in attacking him, and were the well- 
wishers of Runjeet Sing to his prejudice ; that he had abundance of men, but 
no monev to pay them, and he therefore implored the Maliomcdan rulers to aid 
him, as was their duty in a holy cause, and the Emperor of Russia he courted, 
as will be seen in his letter, because of his power as a monarch and Ids influence 
in Persia, to which the ruler of Cabool now professed his willingness to ally 
himself. The result of this application has been the transmission of expensive 
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presents by the Emperor, ^vilh a letter in rcpl}% more than gracious, ostensibly 
written to encourage commerce, though there be not a word on that subject in 
the Ameer’s communication, and this letter is sent by Captain P. Vickovitch, 
who is chariied with messages direct from the EnijKTor, and who is, by Count 
Simonitcli’s letter, authorised to act and communicate as if he had been his 
Excellency himself. The whole of these important documents are, however, 
hefoie your Lordship, and as they involve matters of the first moment, I have 
thought it light to transmit, besides translations, copies of the correspondence in 
Persian, as well as a facsimile of the Emperor’s, which I have not the means of 
translating from the Russian language. This dazzling specimen of caligraphy, 
together with the very friendly expressions contained in it, coming from one 
who enumerates so many of his lofty title*^ as his Imperial Majesty, has excited a 
stirring sensation, nor do I conceal that 1 have looked on with mingled feelings 
of astonishment and regret. 

The indication of friendship, which iias been })ut forth by your Lordship’s 
administration, has arrested ior a time the despair which had taken possession 
of the Afghan nation. The language wliich J)ost MalionuHl Klian and every 
Mahomedan has held since a British mission ciitered this country is, that they 
would stand hy ns to the last, and seek no aid or connexion while there was a 
liopc of friendshi]) from a nation d(*ar to them for the strict maintenance of its 
treaties, and celebrated, above all others, for its libirality, justice, and honour. 
With these words in his mouth, Dost Mahomed Khan came to inform me of the 
arrival of the Russian agent, of his determination to be guided by my advice, 
and even refuse to receive him, if it wcTe disagreeable to me. 1 saw that I 
dare not seek to binder an indefieiident chief from receiving an agent, for as it 
is justly held to lie a law in civilised countries never to attack a nation in one 
of this, it^ most sacred rights, 1 should have incurred a responsibility, and I am 
sure never b(‘en lioiioui'i'd by your I.ord^bip's approbation. Though the mes- 
senger has hecni receivi'd and delivered his letters, 1 tru.^t that the friendly 
devotion of Dost MMiomed Klian in asking my advice, and next handing to me 
all the letters brought by the emissary will remain in your Lordsliip’s mind, as 
j^rout’s of sincerity and conciliation, liighly to be ap])reciatiMl, and the more so 
as the llritisli have as yet made no avowal of their support to his power, wlijle 
lie has r(-'ceived declarations from others, the sincerity of wliich can lie no longer 
(jueslioiied.jj 

Before I enter ujion the messages delivered hy the agent to the Ameer, it is 
proper to slatt; the information wliich has reached me regarding wliat lias passed 
at Candaliar. In my oflicial communication of the 9tli of Sejitcmber last, your 
Lordsliij) \^ill remember that I reported the departure ot one Hajec Moheen on 
a mission to Persia, and, a^ it was believed, in pursuance of the advice of the 
Russian Ambassador. This individual accompanied Mahomed Shah to Khorasaii, 
and was requested by his Majesty to await the arrival of (‘a])lain Vickovitch, 
and ])roccod with him to (amdahar. The connexion between Russia ami Persia 
in this part of the traiisaetion leaves little doubt of the whole being a concerted 
plan lictween these Powers. 'I'lie statement made by the emissary to the Sirdars 
of Candaliar was lo the elhect, that [^the Emperor of] Russia had full influence 
ill l^crsia, and that they should assist the Shah, and draw on him for money ; 
and if their drafts were not paid, that the Russian (lovernmciit would be re- 
sponsible for their discharge, but that they should follow the wishes of Mahomed 
Shah if they sought the Kmjieror’s good oHices, and on no account ally them- 
selves to the English nation. This declaration, if true, is certainly most explicit, 
but though it has been communicated to me by whose other reports entirely tally 
with all that is passing at Candaliar, and who is the individual that mtide known 
to me five months ago the then inexplicable nature of Hajce Mobeen’s mission, 

I should not wisli your Lordship to give to it that confidence which I seek to 
place on the report of events that have transpired in Cabool. 

On the evening of tlie 20tli instant, the Ameer received the Russian messenger, 
[and immediately after sent to me his confidential Mirza, Samce Klian, to report 
what had passed. The Ameer expressed great thanks for the honour that the 
Emperor had conferred upon him in sending such a letter, and entered with 
the agent upon the state of affairs in Russia, which seems to have surprised 
Captain Vickovitch ; he asked if the Emperor had recovered from his accident, 
and some other such questions.] On the agent’s producing Mahomed Shah’s 

‘‘ rukum,” 
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‘‘rukuni,” the Ameer felt a degree of irritation, which he could hardly control, 
and said in Afghanee, “that it was an insult to him, and a proof of Mahomed 
Shah’s being guided by [bad] advisers, for his master the Emperor, wrote to 
him a letter, and the subservient Shah of Persia arrogated to himself the right 
of sending him a ‘ rukum/ or order, with his seal on the face of the document.” 
[He caused the Emperor’s letter to be read with great care, but did not peruse 
the Shah s communication.] The agent was then dismissed, and invited to the 
Bala Hissar on the following day. 

The communications which passed on this second occasion liave been also made 
known to me, and are of a startling nature. Mr. Vickoviteli informed Dost 
Mahomed Kbaii that the [Emperor] had desired him to state his sincere 
sympathy with the difficulties under whicli he ]al)ourod, and that it would atfbrd 
[His Majesty] great plecisure to assist him in repelling the attacks of Rimjeet 
Sing on his dominions ; that [ills Alnjesty] was ready to fnrnisli him vvitli a sum 
of money for the pur|)ose, and to eontinne the supply annnaliv, (‘xpectiiig in 
return the Ameer’s good offices ; that it was in [the l^hiiperor’^] power to I’or- 
ward the pex-nniary assistance as far as Bokhara, with whieh State M. had 
friendly and commercial relations, hut that the Aiiumt must arrange lor its l)eing 
for\Narded on to Cahool. The agent stat('d that, this Mas the |)rinei|)al ohjeet 
of his mission, but lhar there wen* otlu'r matters, Avhieli he \\r)id(i slate In- 
aiid-by ; that lui hoped tin* vVmeer would giv(! him a sj)e('ilv answer to des- 
patch to St. Pet{‘ivl>urgli, and tliat with reference t(^ himsidf, he would go. 
if dismissed, along w'itli it, though he gav(‘ the Ameer tf) understand (and under 
which inipn'ssion he still continues) that it his w’ish to remain, at h‘ast lor a 
tim(‘, in Cahool. Tlu' report of this interview lias lucn eominnnic ated to mi* 
from tw'o sources, [the Nc'wab ,fu))l)er Khan and Mirza Sann i^ Kli.ui,] ami t'ie\’ 
botli agu e in the sniistanee of v\ liat ])a.'=iS(Ml. [Neither of tlunn make any allusion 
to what the ag(uit is iej)orte'l to liavi* sai<l at Camlahar, r(‘gar(liiig the reipiesi 
to shun alliane(;s with the British, and this is probably what la* has reservtal for 
a future interview’. I have however la^ apprehension of anytliing lliat pa-se- 
being concealed from im*, and what does transpire shall bi' reportrd. I mauj 
not say that the Aiiuau’ has as yet sent no r(*ply to the Eni[)rV()r's coin- 
m uni cat ion.] 

Slaving tlius laid I.iefore your Lordship these strong (hanonstrations on tluj part 
of Russia, to interest lier.self in tl;e atlairs ol’ tljis count ly, it will not, I feel 
satisfied, he [con.^idi red] pi eMiinptuoii> to stale my iraut delib(‘rat(‘ conviction, 
that iniicli more vigoi'ouj^ proceedings than tlu.^ (iovernmeiit iiiiglit wi.sli or coiu 
template are iiecessai’v to counter. let Russian and Persian iutrigm; in tlii^ ijiiarter 
than have been hitlierto exhihiUMl. [it is niidouhtedly true that we havi* an old 
and faithful ally in Maharaja Riiiijeet Sing, hut smdi an allianci‘ will not keep 
these powers at a distance, or secure to us w hat is the end of all alliances, peace, 
and prosperity, in our country and our froiiticu’s. 1 am yet ignorant of the 
light in whicli your I.onlshi]) or Maliarajali Ruiijt.a't Sing have vieweil tli(‘ over- 
tures of Dost Mahomed Khan regarding Ib shawar. Captain Wade informs me 
that they have been transmitted for your Lordship’s eoiuideration, since he ilid 
not feel himself authorised to coininuiiieatc them to the .Maharajah. Tliere was 
surely nothing in them contrary to the dignity of his liiglincss: an iiiihrjx ndent 
chief oilers to pay him allegiance and reguhir tribute, and to send a sun to sue fur 
forgiveness. His liiglincss need not accept the terms, and [lerhap.s Dost 
Mahomed Khan will in the end he s.itisfual vvitli the plain of Peshawur being 
given to any Baiukzyc, hut it becomes a matter of great moment, that thi^ 
question should he speedily adjusted. If the Maharaja had tiot been sincere in 
his wishes, I presume he would not have sought the counsel of (.iovernmeiit. 
His attack on Ptshawxir drove the Afghans to seek for alliances which arc 
injurious to British interests, and it is suiciy not asking too mucli of Runjeet 
Sing to act with promiititudc in the adjustment of a matter, whieh, while it 
Langs over, firings intrigues to our door, and if not checked may shortly bring 
enemies instead of messengers. In a settlement of the Pe.sliawar atfair, we 
have, as it seems to me, an immediate remedy against further intrigue, and a 
means of showing to the Afghans that the British Government does sympathise 
with them, and at one and the same time satisfying the chiefs, and gaining both 
our political and commercial efids. 

From various passages in the Government Despatches, it would appear that the 
position of the ruler of Cabool is considered hazardous by your Lordship in 
1 — Sess. 2. :m 2 Council. 
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Council. It is certainly true that a ruler who is obliged to stand on the de- 
fensive, has his safety always more of less endangered, but Dost Mahomed 
Khan has nothing to fear from the Sikhs, though he is not fully aware of his 
own strength, and judging by the past, concludes that Runjeet Sing will covet 
Cabool as lie did Peshawar. A trial would, I believe, prove disastrous to the 
Maharajah, and load Dost Mahomed Khan into measures which, with all his 
proffers of assistance, have never yet entered into his contemplation. It is there- 
fore most desirable to take those steps which will prevent any further collision 
between the Sikhs and Afghans, and the most opportune expressions of Runjeet 
Sing’s anxiety to alter the state of affairs in Peshawar, would give cover to a 
reiteration of the anxiety entertained by the British Government that they should 
be at once adjusted. If it were deemed prudent also, it would only be a further 
proof of frankness in all our dealings with the ru\er of the Punjab, to show to 
him the documents now received from the Emperor of Russia, and thus to 
place before him in a light that must dissipate his doubts as to the disagreeable 
things to which his wars with the Afghans subject the British, who have for 
nearly 30 years stood as his dearest and best friends. Nor is it to Russia only 
that we can refer him. The Persian agency at Candahar is calculated to do us 
less, though similar moral harm, and to the letters of the sirdars of Candahar to 
the Shah, I believe we owe in a degree the present attack on the Herat State. 
1 have explained the particulars of this matter in my public letter of the 22d 
instant, and to pressure from the ruler of the Punjab we must also attribute 
measures that must be adopted, and which may involve an outlay of the public 
money, the only means (except by active interposition of our power) of keeping 
our footing and influence in these countries.J 

By one class of politicians, everything regarding the designs of Russia in this 
quarter has been treated with disbelief. By another, the little which has 
transpired has excited immediate, and in consequence, what may be termed 
groundless alarm. For the last six or seven years, I have had my attention 
directed to these countries, and I profess myself to be one of those who do believe 
that Russia entertains the designs of extending her influence to the eastward, 
and between her dominions and India. With her commercial operations, she has 
invariably spread the icport that her designs were ulterior, and the language of 
her agents has lately been, that, as the affairs of Turkey and Persia are adjusted, 
she sought an extension of her influence in Toorkistan and Cabool. Such 
reports would deserve little credence if unsupported by facts, bur. assisted by 
them, tliey gather high importance, and exhibit views [of a cabinet, Oriental and 
dark in its diplomacy, and] which, but for the greatest vigilance, might have 
eluded notice for years to come. 

There being therefore facts before us in the transactions passing at Cabool, it 
seems impossible, with any regard to our safety, to look on longer in silence. 
If Russia does not entertain inimical feelings directly to the British in India, 
she avows that she wishes lor the good offices of the chiefs on our frontier, and 
promises them her own in return, so that it is useless to conceal from ourselves 
that evils must flow from such connexions. It is indeed casting before us a 
challenge. It is a trite maxim, that prevention is better than cure, and we now 
liave both in our hands ; we might certainly wish to delay a while longer before 
acting, but it is now in our powxu*, by the extended immediate exercise of our 
already establislied influence, to counteract every design injurious to us. [A 
line of agents should be established at Herat, Candahar, Sinde, Cabool, and 
perhaps Bokhara. Powers of an extensive nature need not be given, ‘but the 
agents should be British officers, who would mingle with the chiefs and people, 
and disabuse their minds, which is only to be done by explaining the principles 
of our Indian Government, the advantages which accrue from it, and by placing 
these in juxtapusilion with the w’orthless promises of Persia, and the ambitious 
designs of Russia. These, as it appears to me, are what the occasion calls for, 
and the immediate adjustment of the affairs of Peshawur would be the best 
earnest of the sympathy with which the British Government view^ed the 
distresses of the Afghans. A very powerful Engine to our success in fixing 
stable our influence in these countries, additional to the good feeling entertained 
of us, is, that they are all Soonee Mahometans, who cherish a rooted hatred to 
the Shiahs of Persia. In Sinde alone the court faction is of that persuasion, but 
everywhere else in Bokhara, Koondooz, Herat, Candahar, and Cabool, it would 
• be 
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be ca»y to form a league, which under British guidance would arrest the designs 
of Russia and Persia, but to continue longer indifferent to what is passing, is to 
throw away the advantages we at present command. 

Should the conduct of Dost Mahomed Khan in his frank divulgement of all 
that has passed meet with your Lordship’s approbation, it seems a suitable pre- 
liminary step, if your Lordship resolves on making any change in our view, to 
set out by addressing a letter of thanks to this chief for the proofs which he has 
rendered of his friendship and fidelity.] 

I trust that the free expression of my sentiments will not prove displeasing to 
your Lordship. I am emboldened by the confidence which has placed me here 
to speak according to my conviction, and 

I remain, &c. 

(signed) Alex. Burnts^ 

On a Mission to Cabool. 

Cabool, 23 December 1837. 

(True copy.) 

H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, 
with the Governor General. 


To ir. H, Macnaghten, Esej., Secretary to GovcTiimeiit of India, Governor 

General’s camp. 

Sir, 

In my cominuiiicatioii of the 22d instant, I had the honour to report the stei)s 
which 1 had taken to detach tlui Caiulaliar sirdars from l\n*sia. Tlioir disposition 
to withdraw from a Persian alliance (‘xhibiting itself day by day more strongly, I 
have come to the deterininatioii of deputing Lieutenant Leech, without delay, to 
Candahar. 

t 

2. The instructions which I have given to tliat gentleman form No. 1 of the 
accompanying documents, and explain so fully tlio objects contemplated by his 
journey that I need not recapitulate them, and trust that they will bo approved of 
by Government. In the absence of any instructions consequent on the Persian 
attack on Herat, it behoved me to be decided in the stei)s which 1 took. 

3. Since the arrangements have be(Mi completed for Mr. Lecclfs dej>artnre, I 
have had the satisfaction to receive your Desj)atch of the 13tli of November, 
where the great importance of cultivating a closer connexion than at present 
subsists between oiir (iovornnient and the rulers of Candahar are pointed out, 
though my former letters rendered it till now inadvisable, f observe also his 
Lordships views regarding the desirability of not allowing Kaiiiraii to attack 
Candahar, and the stipulations to that elfect which slionhl, if possible, be made 
in any mediation that Mr. McNeill might undertake for the n^conciliation of 
Herat and Persia for the protection of Candahar, and I had desj)atched an extract 
of that part of your letter to Captain Stoddart, who is believed to be at Herat 
with the Shah, on the part of Mr. McNeill. 

4. In addition to the proofs of the change in the mind of the Candahar Sirdars, 
I annex two letters, Nos. 2 and 3, from that city, wliich will also furtluT explain 
the state of things at Candahar. One of the communications is from the hand 
of a son of Poordil Khan, the late Chief of Candahar, and considered most 
authentic. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) A. M. Burncs^ ^ 

Cabool, 26 December 1837. On a Mission to Cabool. 


1 — Sees. 2. 
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CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 


No. 1. 

To Lieutenant R, Leech, Assistant on a Mission, Cabool. 

Sir, • 

The state of afiairs at Kandahar rendering it highly desirable that an officer of the 
British Government should proceed there, it is conducive to the public interests that you 
repair to that city at your earliest convenience. ‘ ... 

2. You arc aware that the instructions under which I am acting on the duties assigned to 
me reiiuire that I should myself visit Candahar, but matters of importance have detained, and 
will continue to detain me in Cabool. I have also hitherto refrained from holding personal 
communication with the Chiefs of Candahar, because I was not satisfied, in the temper they 
have of late exhibited, that it would conduce to the public good. A very malerial change 
for the better has just occurred at Candahar, and it is with the intention of availing myself 
of it that I consider your i)resence most desirable. 

3. You already know, from a perusal of the correspondence to and from Government 
(copies of which T annex), all that has passed regarding Candahar ; you know that the 
Chief of that Stale had entered into a treaty, or the preliminar ies of one, with Pei'sia, had 
resolved to send his son to the Shall, and to aid his Majesty in his designs against Herat, 
and in addition to all, that an inteiconrse lias been for some time past publicly carried on 
horn Candahar with the Russian Ambassador at Tehran. 

4. It was in vain that the Ameers of Cabool and myself pointed out to the anthontics at 
Candahar that such a line of pioecdure involved their deslniction. The arrival ol the 
Shah of Persia before Herat has at last opened ihe eyes of Kohindil Khan to liis danger. 
Il(! has listened to advice, and informed me that he will not now send his son to IVrsia, that 
he has dismissed the Peisian elehee, Kiimher Ali Khan, and that lie Iboks with eaiaiest 
anxiety for the counsel ami assistance of iIh; Biitish Govei'iimeiit and liis brother Dost 
Mahomed Khan. He states also that the Shah of Prasia has sent back one of his 
emissaiies, saying that he does not now require assistance IVoiii Candaliar, but that after 
Herat has’lalleii he will oi’dc'r tlie Chiefs to wait on him at Puna, and command vai'ious 
scrviC(‘K, among which will he an attack uj)on the Sikhs. 

T). Tlie importance ol detaching Candahar fiom Persia is veiy gi'cat. It is (>ne of the 
most comuiandiiig military positions in Asia, and stands at the licafl of the Holmi I^ass, the 
best of all the ikutes that lead down upon the Indus tr-om the west. It vvill thi'ieldrc 
become your most special duty to expose to ^^irdar Kobin Dil Khan and his brothers the 
worthlessness of all the jp’omises which th(‘y have leceivedfrom Persia, to point out to tliein 
that their only hope of kciqiing their own is hy cultivating a good undeislanding with tlieir 
Al<diaii countrymen and their brother at Cahool, in which case the British Govennnont \< 
reirdy at all limes to befriend them and sympathise witli (liem. You will particularly 
explain that it is our distinct and declared policy thatwc '•hall recognise and lesjiccl the 
independence of all the existing holdeas of power in this country, and t!iat we have noelosign 
to subvert that of the Candahar Sirdai's, or any one else, for the beiiefif of the Ameer of 
Cabool, or any of his Iji-clhi’en. ^^)ur conversation will be uniformly guidryl by this spirit. 

6. On the 2*2d instant, when it first became known to me that the (vhiefs of Candahar 
vvi're disposed to doist f'r<»in their intercourse witli the west, you arc awai’e that I addressed 
to them a letter under thai date, in which I went so far as to state that I would come in 
person along with their brother to Candahar, and assist them, by every meRiis in my [lowei', 
even to thc^’extent of paying their troops, if Persia threatened to subdue their chiefship. 

I have evci’y reason t) believe that such promise will rcquiie no active measui’es and be as a 
dead letter, but us an earnest, and a most substantial one, of our fiicndly feelings. You 
will not fail to make the must of it in your discouise, and I anticipate fi’cm it the result that 
the Candahar Chiefs will, in futiiie, not peniiil themselves to be misled, or seek aught but 
the friendship of tlie British (Jovei-nment. ^ 

7. It is, however, possible that the reception of the ^^irdai's of C:andahar, from their 
connexion with Persia, may lai^c up angr y feelings in the mind of the 81iah. His elchee, 
too, Kiirnher Ali Khan, whose long sUy at Candahar must have exposed to liim the 
weakness of the chiefship, may also excite his Majesty’s cupidity to a conquest so eu'^jy as 
Candaliar when deprivtd of assistance from Cabool, and it is therefore quite wuthin the 
raiio-e of possibility if lltrat be subdued, that tlie Persian army, or a detachment of it, 
should run down upon Candahar to add to the vc/at of the young king’s campaign in the 

next. • 1 1 1 • . • 

8. From your ]>reseiice at Candahar, I see the means of counteracting both the intrigues 

and designs (if there be such) of Persia. It will be publicly avowed by you and in the letters 
which I si''6 you, that you are an agent of the British Government. This will inspire 
Kohiii Dd Khan with confidence, dissipate all his doubts on our* proceedings at Cabool, 
should any remain, and make him more at ease regarding Persia. The very circumstance of 
your r esiding with the chief would give cover to the opinion that there was an understanding 
between him and the Britisli Government, and consequently make the Shah of Persia 
hesitate before entering on any active measure against him. It will even, 1 think, prevent 
his directing the chief or any of his people to repair to Furia, as intimated. Should such a 
summons be sent to Candahar, you should get the chief to adcli'ess a reply that he has 
sought the protection of the British Government, for 1 foresee future evils arising from even 
any show of allegiance to Persia on the part of Candahar. 

9. Any connexion between Candahar and Persia is what it should be your zealous 
endeavour to check, but such a connexion as renders it incumbent on Candahar at the 

instigation 
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instigation of Persia to war with the Sikhs, is what the British Government will never 
permit. It recognises no right in the Shah of Persia to interfere in any way in its transac- 
tions between the Sikhs and Affghans, and such interference, if persisted in, will alter our 
friendly relations with Persia, and lead, in all probability, to very active counteracting 
measures. Everything tliercfore which you can do to kecj) Koliin Dd Khan in our interests 
should not be neglected. 

10. If yon have positive intelligence of the determination of the Shall of Persia to attack 
Candahar on account of the (’hiefs having connected himself with us, or on any other 
account, I request you will inform me with the utmost possible expedition, and I will repair 
ill person to join you. You must remember always that from your presence tw'ofold advan- 
tages arise ; first, as your being the means of transmitting the earliest authentic information, 
and second, in checking, as far as in you lies, the evils anticipated from the proximity of a 
Peisian force to Candahar. 

11. It is probable that you will find an agent of ^Iihrab Khan, the Brahooee Cliiefof 
Kelat, at Candahar. As that ruler is in our interests, you should be attentive to him, and 
you should wiile to Kelat to tell IMihiab Khan of your jncsence at Candahar, and of your 
assurance that a good Mahoniedan like him will iU‘V( r permit tlie Persians to overrun the 
country of the Afghans and the Brnhooei's. [f you saw fit, yon might also lake an oppor- 
timitv of wiiting an cncouiaging lette r to Shore Mohomed Khan lliizara, the great supporter 
of Kamran, whicli with yoiir^ being at Candahar, would -trenglhen his detm ininalioii to resist 


Persia. 

12. In tlie event of the r^hidi of Persia making iij) his difltTciiees with Kamran of lunal, 
advantat»^es ar(‘ also to be anlieijiated from your rcsidmn’o at Kandahar. [1 lu'so Chiefs, ns 
you are awaie, are at enmity with each other; but as Kamran is fiiemlly to the Britisli, be 
would not seek to disturb the tramiuillitv of (’andabar while yon reimimed with the Chief. 
If the Candahar Chief relie.s on Ins brother of Cabool, my inijiiession i'^ ibat Kamran could 
not in any way inpiie him, and nothing is moie likidy to hiiui: about a liiemlly coalition in 
tlie Baruk'/yo family, wliieh will be benelieial to tbe’msidves and to ns, than your point, mg 
out at Ciindaliar, as I have done in Cabool, bow anxiously oiii ( iovi'rmm'nt wishes to see 
their family differences tm-minuted. 1 think it.howiwer, adxisuhle that you should not in any 
way mix yourself up with thi' allaiis of lleiat, since I hdieie theiv is a British agmit on tin* 
part of Mr. McNeill, our Ambassador in Persia, with the Shah. It will, howeser, be a good 
line of argument with Kohin Dil Khan to ].omt out to him that he can only he sale' from 

Herat bv^outinning frieiidlv with Dost Muhamed Khan. i it 

13, In your peisoiral intercourse with the Siidar of Candahar ami his brothers you should 

do everythinn' in your power to ]d(‘ase them. To Kohm Dil Khan himself, as tlw head of 
the house you should show of course every respect : you should go to him without ememony 
when sent for dine witli him when asked, nd«‘ out with him if iu* wishes i1. ^ on should 

also visit his brothels, lleli.m Uil and M.hr Dil, for it is not at ('andahar as in Cahool 
Here there is hut one man in tlu' eouidry, the Ameer; hut then' you will have thiue difh-rent 
In-otliers all <if wliom liavo u hliaic in tlir inanai;oi..< lit, (if afiaiis. Koliiii J)rl is diwn kkI 
as an lioiKssf, "0(1(1 man, and a staniu li Sonnee ; Hninni Dd lias sonic ('iicr^y, and Mini- 

14 Yon must expect to bo very closely (inestioned l(■"a|■(lin!^ the iinr-iitions ol tin- Hritisli 
Goveniinent in adjustin-j, the ditierimces between the Sikbsaiid Al^bans. ()n tins |Kiinl yon 
know -ill that ba-( |iassed ; tliat the maltei i- still in abcxanee, tb.il it is Ibe most anxious 
desire, of the Dniishe.overnment to see pcice le.Aoicd on Us lionti.-i, ; and yon wi I uiec 
as n telliii"- ar^nmeni, that the jiic-encc (d a liiilish inisvioii lias bad the inimedialu ( ilict of 
sus rendmK luistilities. ft happy indication of what may be iillimutcly seltici . n .-oni- 
* ( % >.;il. ib(- nconle even the Chiefs and better oiders ol society, you -will (>ft( n liavo 

t'':”" I't' 

. roiiultee leads them to desieiKite as an inlidcl, 4;c. \<mi ctin only comliat such people by 
.I’ivin-i- no K-ply and by never inentioinnu' .Mtiburap.di Kiinji et Sin" but as the failhliil idly 
ami dearest t.iend (kb-Ldcst) of the liritisl. (iov.-riiinent. At f hst such terms .nay not l.e 
nerfectiv intelligible, Imt in the end they aic imderstood, and will even be (ju()t-.;d as jirools 
h' ihitisli sincentv and the fixity of purpose wliieh marks all our public acts. 

1 Yotl.ino- will contribute more to tin- efficient disefiaree ol the duties on vvliicb you are 
novv proceediirp, than an active use of eossids or n.cssenoera to pather iidormat.on in every 
directmn You should never be without some one m the Jsli-.ih s camp to In imp uitellipeiiec 
of wd at arc bis movements. 1.. ..sinp the ,mblic money lor tins .iidiv.dnal item ol expemli- 
, r Iboimh it is incn.iibent upon you to be as economical as possib e, yet a too parsn.mnious 
d rtilbntiim of it to such useful men as brimpcrs of intelligence ne.nl ..ot be studied and you 
will not hesitate theicfoi'C to incur those expenses wliieh you deem necessary to advance the 

public interests. j 

, 1 .. 1007 (Mgnerl) Atexr. Ihirncs. 

Cabool, 25 December 1837. ^ ^ ' 


(True copy.) 

(signed) Alexander Burnes, 

~ On a Mii'Sion to Cabool. 
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CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 


No. 2. 


Translation of a Letter from Meer Afzal Khan, son of the late Poordil Khan, of Kandahar, 
to the Address of Ameer Dost Mohomed Khan, received at Cabool on the 23d of 
December 1837. 


AC., 


On tlio 13th Ramzan, or 16 days ago, the servant of the Sirdar (Kohin Dil) who had gone 
.with the men of Kumbur Aii to the camp of Mohomed Shah, returned to Giraskh. He 
brought intelligence that the fort of Ghorian was taken by the Persians, and Shete 
Mohomed Khan and Halim Khan made prisoners. All the property of the fort has fallen 
into the hands of the Persians. 

Leaving Ghorian in the charge of his own people, Mahomed Shah has besieged Herat. 

Mohomed Shah sent 12,000 cavalry, under Hasam Khan Sirdar, to Kilah Now, the 
capital of the Huzaras. Shere Mohomed Khan, their Chief, along with his people, crossed 
the river of Bala Moorghab and entered the hills. When Hasarn &ian reached fclati Now, 
Shere Mohomed Khan attacked and defeated him. The Sirdar took shelter in some ruined 
fort, and is surrounded by the Huzaras. He has sent a petition to the Shah, soliciting the 
aid of some more troops. 

Sham Shooddecn Khan has gone over to the Shah, and it is said that he has got 2,000 
Persian horses to go to the Hiv/.ara country, and to seize their property, which he 
knows. 

Moliomccl Shah directed the servants of the Sirdar to wait upon him until he took Herat, 
but the men of Kumbur Ali, who was with him, advised his Majesty to discharge the men of 
the Surdar, and bring K umber All Khan with the son of the Sirdar. On this the Shah dis- 
missed him. 

The Shall gave him a message to deliver to the Sirdars of Candahar, that they should 
not trouble themselves to come to Herat, but that they should come to Farah, where he 
would be happy to see tliem, and order certain services, and to figbt with the Sikhs. 

The Shah had promised to give this man 200 ducats and a dress of honour, in case he 
brings Mohomed Amar Khan to the Persian camp. 

Mohomed Shah has 100 guns, and 1,000 mules loaded with ducats. 

Kumber Ali-has been dismissed, and the Sirdar has sent along with him Alah Dad Khan 
Bar Curranee, 'Ihe letter is sent on the part of the Sirdars. Mohomed Omar Khan has 
not been sent to the Shah. 

The brothers or Sirdars are at Girslik. 

The man was ready to wait on you, and my Mirza was not present ; so I wrote these few 
lines myself. Excuse me for this presumption. 


No. 3. 

Translation of a Letter from Moolla Nasir, m the employ of Kohin Dil Khan, Chief of 
Kandahar, to my Moonshee; received at Cabool, on the 24th December 1837. 

A.C., 

The letter which you sent to me kindly iliroiigh Tahir came in the happy moment. 

You had writt( 3 n to me that I should use my influence to discontinue the departure of 
Mohomed Omar Khan to Persia. Agreeably to your solicitation, I prevented Mohomed 
Omar Khan to proceed, and annihilated the engagements of the treaty contracted between 
the Sirdars and the Shall. The Sirdars have only sent Ala Dad Khan in company with 
Kumber Ali Khan for civility. 

You bad sent “message, that on dismissing the Persian elchi without Mohomed Omar 
Khali, one of the Enghshmen might come to tlie Sirdars, and show a way that will 
prove beneficial to them. I send you this letter by express,. and do not let there be any 
delay in the coming of a confidential jierson. 

If Herat is taken by the Persians, great harm and loss will ensue from such neighbours 
in Afghanistan. As yet, the Persians have only taken (Hiorian, by the treachery of the 
soldiers in the fort. They were of the Tainiooii tiibe, and wished to surrender the fort, and 
also deliver Slicic Mohomed Khan and Halim Khan as prisoners to the Shah ; and they 
did so. 

For (he last 25 days the Persians besieged Ilerlt, and I do not think they will take 
it soon. 

(^True translation.) 

(signed) Alexander Burms, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 

(True c<»pies.) 

(signed) H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to th.e Government of India 
with the Governor General. 
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To Captain A» Bunies, on a Mi'^sion to C’abool. 

(Political Department.) 

Sir, 

I AM desired by the Right Honourable the Governor General of India to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 4tli ultimo, transmitting copies 
of correspondence with the Mccr of Koondooz, and noticing the opportunity 
it has afforded you of conciliating that chief by the deputation of Dr. Lord and 
Lieutenant AVood ; communicating also the sponlaueous offer made by him to 
restore all the manuscripts and books belonging to the late JMr. .Moorcrolt. 

2. In reply, I am directed to acquaint you that the Governor General deems it 
fortunato#that an opportunity has been offered for entering into a more friendly 
intercourse with the Chief of Koondooz ; and his Lordship highly ap})rovcs the 
prompt and judicious mode in which you availed yourself of the opening pre- 
sented. You will, of course, report at your earliest convmiionco the result of the 
visit which may be made by the two gentlemen whom you had (h'putcd. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) /F. IL Afar7Wg/itcn, 

Camp at Cawnpore, Secretary to the Governor Gciu'ral of India. 

27 December 1837. 


(True co])y.) 

(signed) H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, 
with the Governor General. 


4 0 Captain A. Jinnies, on a Mission to Cabool. 


Sir, 


1 AM desired by the Right Honoural)le the Governor General of India to 
acknowlodw! the leeoipt of your letter, dated llie r)th iilunio n-|)ortin;( liavin_->- 
shown Uajee Hoossoiu Alii Khan’s credentials to tlie Ameer of Lahool, throiijrii 
his secretary, who has pronounced them to be a fahricat.on, ami tl.e man an 
impostor. 

2 The information now furnished will ho communicated to tln^ Bombay 
Government, who will bo ro.iueste-l to apprise the in'liy'doal m .pu'st.on that t le 
artifice whicdi ho attempted to impose upon the British Govc-imnent has he n 
detected, and that it will be hotter for him^to quit the Itritisli territories at the 
earliest practicable period. 

[ have, &c. 

(signed) //. Macna<^htm, 

Camp at Cawnpore, Secrctar y to the Government of India, 

27 December 1837. with the Governor General. 


To Captain A. Burnes, on a Mission to Cabool. 

(Political Department.) 

Sir 

I AM desired by the Right Honourable the Governor General of I ndia’to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letters dated 10th, 15th, I6th, l8th. ami lOtli n fimo, 
respecting the latest intelligence regarding ihe designs of 1 t isia e.istwari , tn 
probable result of an attack on Herat, and the ulterior motives whicli led I ersia 
to Herat. 

1 — Sess. 2. 


N 


2. In 
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2. Ill reply, I am directed to acquaint you that the information now acknow- 
led^^ed is interesting^ but that it is not sufficiently authentic to admit of anv 
satisfactoiy eonelusion bcin^ formed as to the real desip^ns of Persia or Candahar, 
or to lead to any immediate apprehension tliat the integrity of Herat will be 
impaired, or that the ]>refient balance of ])ower in Central Asia is likely to be 
disturbed. It is undoubtedly to be desired that a probable source of disturbances 
in tlu' active animosities existing b(‘tween the rulers of Herat and Candahar, 
should b(‘ removed. In this sjiirit, in all the communications which have been 
addressed to yon, the importance has been indicated of marking our desire to 
resj^ect the independence of ('andahar, as well as that of the other Afghan States; 
and Mr. MacNeill has been rcqiu‘sted, in using his good offices for the security of 
Herat, to endeavour to provide at the same time that the designs of Shah Karnran 
against Candahar shall not be fnrrlu r prosecuted. 

It would be well if the conviction could b{' impressed on the Herat and 
Candahar Chiefs, that by their mntiral contests they are furnishing the means of 
threatening and injuring both to Persia; a ])Ower which, if once able to establish 
itselfin Afghanistan, would seek only its own aggrandisement in their ruin. 'Lhe 
same rc^asoning will apply in, aticasf, an (‘qnal degree, to any attempt on the j)art 
of the ruler of ('abool to found upon your presence at bis court any pretensions 
to sn})eriority, or to an undue influence over the Chief' of Candahar ; and whilst 
his Lordshij) thinks that he can trace in some of your late despatches the existence 
of such a <lesigii in the mind of Dost Mahomed, li(‘ relies with perfect confidence 
uj)on your strict attention to tlu^ instructions which have already been given to 
you in regard to the just and important policy which it is the wish of the British 
Government to ])nrsue. 'Hie means of acting, to a greater or less degree, upon 
these instructions, will, no doubt, arise in the course of your residence in these 
countries, and his Lordshi]) will rejoice in seeing them judiciously and successfully 
used. 11(‘ would further remark, that whore so much of our information depends 
only on nneertain ninionrs, or means of communication not implicitly to be 
trusted, and where our direct influence is so extremely limited, the most studious 
caution is indispensably iteeessary ; and his Lordship is of opinion that a visit of 
friendly intercourse from yon, or from some imunber of your mission, designed to 
mark onr recognition of that indej)(‘n(l(‘nce of the courts of Candahar and Herat, 
may hceome (h'sirahle at an earlier period than you seem to anticipate. In the 
precarious position in which Dost Mahomed is placed, our good offices for the 
peace and security of liis nmiaining territory should be thankfully accepted by 
him ; but from the moment tliat he may begin to found views of ambition and 
intrigue upon this tender of good offices, it must become your object to reassure 
those whom such views may afl’ect. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) W. H, Macmghten, 

C'amp at Chiwnpoor, Secretary to the Government of India, 

27 December 18‘17. , with the Governor General. 


(True copy.) 

(signed) W. H. Macnaghten, 

Secretary to the Government of India. 


To //. Macnaghten^ Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, 
Governor General’s Camp. 


Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 25th of 
September last, which only reached me yesterday evening, conveying the dis- 
pleasure of the Right Honourable llie Governor General of India in Council 
regarding the unauthorised publication in the Bombay newspapers of a communi- 
cation from Mr. Lord. 


2. It is in vain that I urge, in excuse, the injudiciousness of friends, and that 
Mr. Lord was himself much concerned at the publication, I have taken means 

to 
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toprcivent a repetition of tlie practice, so desorviiii>* of censure ; and I bei** to assure 
his Lordship in Council tliat all the otlicers ^^ith ni(\ as well as rnyscdf, ar(' equally 
concerned at anythinj^ of the kind havino’ arisen to call for his Lordship’s notice. 

I have, &c. 

(si<rne(n A. Ihirncs, 

Cabool, 27 December 1837. On a Mi'^sion to ( abool. 


( Trill i copy.) 

(signed) II. 'Torrens, 

Deputy iSecretary to the (lovelnnii'iit of Indii, 
Math the (lOMuaior (ieneral. 


To W, H. Alacnaghti n, h'sij., Secri'tarv to the Cio\erninent of India, 

(iovi rnor Ocni'ral’s ( amp. 

Sir, 

Since my communication of the 21st instanl. re^aialini;* the ])roi‘ress ot the 
Persians at Herat, 1 re^Ti'l to ha\e to report that th(‘ fortified town ot (iliorinn 
has surrendered. IIu* Sh.ih Mas unable to nialv(‘ any impression n])on it Mith 
his artillery, l)ut the ;^oveiaior of it, who is a hall-i>rotlu‘r of the Viizeiu’ of 
Herat, was compelled to ^ive it iq) b\ some. ol the garrison. I he result of its 
capture has been to afford an abundance of j^rain to tlu‘ Pt'rsiaii army. 

2. On the fall of Ghorian tlu^ Pei-Nians invested lliuat, and lettms 27 <la)s old 
from that city rejiort that they had atteiupted to undmanine one of the towers, but 
had hitherto met witli no success, and tlnit Kainran and Ids people' were resolute 
in their opposition. 

3. On the authority of Mr. Vitkovitch, I stati' that the Shah’s army is under 
the guidance of Mr. Barowski, that C aptain Stoddart is ])resent on tlu' 

Mr. MacNoill, and a Mr. (iontte on the paitof the Russian Ambassad(u\ Ihe 
presence of Lieutenant Leech at Candahar will soon enable me to give more fnll 
and authentic particulars of vvbat i^ passing in the Persian canij> ai JL'rat, am 1 
do not now forward a vohmdnuus corre-j)omi(*nce Irom (/amlahar, as the results 
of it all are above given, and many of the reports are inconsisteiii uilli each 

other. , 

I lia\e, cYc. 

(signed) /L llfn’nrs, 

Cabool, 30 December 1837. On a Mi.^sion to Cabool. 

( True copy.) 

(signed) 11. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Covernment of India, 
with the (iovenior General. 


'To W, H. Macnaghtfu, Ksip, Secri't ny to tlu' Government of India, 
(governor General’s (Jainj». 

(Political Department.) 

Sir 

1 DO myself the honour to transmit, for the information of the Right Honourable 
the Governor General of India in (.ouneil, the aceoinvanying extract of a letter 
from Mr. Lord. Though the coinmiinication is not official, it contains details 
regarding the reception of that gentleman and Mr. \Vood at Koondooz, which will, 
I believe, prove acceptable to Government. 

1 have, &c. ^ 

* (signed) A, Burnes, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


Cabool, I January 1838 . 
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Extract of a Letter from Dr. Lord , dated Koondooz, 7 December 1837. 

We left Kabul on tlie 15th of last month, and arrived here in perfect health and safety 
on tl)e 4th ol the present, h ivin'^ experienced no difficulty worth mentioning on the way. 
On the ‘21st wc had reached BamiuiK and next day entered Meer Moorad Beg’s territo- 
ries, from which moment the Mirza Bndna took on himself the duties of a molimandar, and 
continued to perform them with the utmost regularity and attention. We continued on the 
direct road as far us Kooraii, which, being his jagheer, we halted there one day to oblige 
him, and had the ^atist■aL{ion to leceive there a letter from the iVJeer, expressing his regret 
at the difficulties he lu'ard we had experienced in our first attempt at crossing Hindoo Koosh, 
and his satisfaction nt hearing that we had now safely reached his country. There was a 
letter from Atma Dewan Begee, r('(|ucsting we would send him full information of our move- 
ments, and when we might he expected. To this I despatched an answer, but our cossid 
delayed so rnueh on the road, that we had reached Aluabad, vvitliin one stage of Koondooz, 
befoie he had delivered his letter, fii consc(|uence, on our arrival at Alnabad there was no 
one to meal us, as had been intended ; the Mirza exjiressed much disappointment at this, and 
requested leave to precede us next morning, saying he was certain the cossid cogld not have 
arrived, lie did so, and about four miles from Koondooz we were met by the Dewan Begee 
himself, who, on n ceivmg from the Mirza news of our approach, hurried out to receive us 
with whatever horsemen were at hand. We afterwards learnt it was intended the Meer’s 
hrotlier (my pa- ieut) should have; come, but he haj)pene(l to be asleep when tlie Mirza arrived. 
He came, lujwever, to visit us on the very evuming of our ariivul at a most comfortable 
house of the Atma’'., wluue we disiuouiited, and which has been placeil entirely at our dis- 
posal. We received also a cungral ulatmg message from the Meer, desiring us to consider 
the*comilrv our own. This was hillowed by a present of tea and sweetmeats; and next 
morning, having heaid Bvat we liad used n.itivc costume on our journey, he sent each of us 
a full suit of Uzbek clothing, and a present in money of *200 rupees ; he also intimated that 
we might name our own time for l^aymg him a visit, which, as we required aday to prepare, 
we engaged lor the folUjwing moining. In the evening I had a long visit with Atma, who 
came alu;r dinner, and sat with me moie than three [i()urs, during which I took occasion to 
explain to him the objetts of your mission as hir as they could be interesting to him ; men- 
tioned the views of our (jovernment in opening the navigation of the Indus, and their 
intention of fstahlishing a lair somewhere on its banks. He appeared much pleased and 
struck with the int( lligmice, ami made* many inquiries respecti.ig tlie rate of tolB, duties, 
tkc. 1 mentioned Uunjeet Sing’s fleet of 20 boats gding to Bombay and Siiide, and that 
our Goveinment, as an encouragement, had promised they should enter free of all duties. 

Just as I had written this, A'ma called, and brought with him a letter of yours that had 
been round by ihe way of Kliooloom, and had only just been I’orvvaidefi by his agent, 
Chumriadass, It was npcmcd ami lead in my presence, and he was evidently most highly 
gratified by th<.* expressions of friendship it contained, ami which, I assured him, were no 
more than what you leally felt. He has desiied me, in rolurn, lo give his best salaam, and 
assure you that liim'=clf and everytiiing he has shall be at our service as long as we remain 
here. But to continue my journal. 

Next day, December (Ith, \v(‘ went to wait on the IMeer ; he appeared to us quite a plain, 
good old man; came outside Ins door and down his steps to receive us; gave us his hand, 
invited us in, and placed us at the top of the hall, while he himself sat down at one side, 
and the lew of Ins courtiers wlio were allowed lo sit occupied the other. The greater 
number stood below a couple of pillars which divided the upper from tlie lower end of the 
hall. ’File Meer then inquired for your health, and said it was an honour (sirfraz) that 
Feringees had come lo visit him. After a little conversation, I produced your letter, which 
was read, and which lie pro lounccd at its termination to be “ Bisyar inihrbani.” I then 
said you had sent some presents, of which, though not worthy of him, you begged his 
acceptance. This, he said, was quite unexpected ; our coming he looked on as a great 
thing, and had never looked for anything more. On the presents being produced, he 
examined tiiem each with much attention, ajipeared much pleased, and, as I heard after- 
wards fiom the IMiiza, was highly satisfied. He then resumed the conversation ; inquired 
about the relative size of Feringistan and Hindoostan, the nature of our power in the latter, ^ 
and whether it had any other king than ours. This enabled me to mention the kings whom 
we had pensioned, with which he seciiied much struck ; and one of his Mirzas explained to 
him that it was tlie policy of tlie English, when they conquered a country, to keep in places 
the nokurs” whom they found in it, by which means they avoided driving people to despair, 
and more easilv attached them to their Government. He then inquired whether tlie Rus- 
sians or the 1 nglish were the cleverest, to which the same Mirza (a Peshawary, as I have 
since learned) at once replied, that the English were far the cleverest people in all Feringis- 
tan — an assenion which 1 did not fed myself called on to contradict. After a little furthef 
conversation we tO(4 our leave; and I next went to visit my patient, and regret to say, his 
case is almost hopeless, being amauiosis (gutta serena) complete, and of eight year>’ standing, 
in one eye; incomplete, and of 18 months* duration, in the other. I have faiily informed 
him that I consider the former quite gone, and that I have but slender hopes of benefiting 
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the latter; but that as hisi^encral healtli, and particidarly liis digestive powirs, seemed much 
impaired, I shall require some time to improve these before I give him a definite answer 
regarding* the chances of recovering his eyesight. On this understanding I have commenced 
his treatment. 

(Trii'* extract.) * 

t^Mgiicd) -i. Burn^s^ 

On a Mission to Cahool. 


(’rme cnpic-'.) 

(signed) H. Toirens, 

Deputy Serretarv to (he Govornment of liidia, 
with the Governor General. 


'fo IF. //. Mdcnaghten, Esq., Seendary to tlie Govtu-niiKuit of India, 
(iovernor Geiior.irs (h\in[). 


Sir, 

In continuation of niy nqiorts regarding the attack of the Persians on Herat, 
I have the honour to forward, for the information of the Right llotiourable the 
Governor (Jeneral of India in Conneil, two lidlers, the one IVoin Mr. Lord at 
Kooiidooz, and the other from ( andaliar, eon\eving the lati'st inttdligenet' regarding 
this subject. I have not, of* courses had time to hear from Limittniant Lecclt. 

2. The information now transmitted from Chest* ojiposilt' (piart(*rs is corroborative 
of the fact that Kaniran limls himself in an alarming situation at llt^rat, but the 
strength of the place and the season of tin* year are mneli in his favour. I can 
only account for the fact of a p/jrtion of the Persian army marching towards 
Maimnna, which is particularly mtailioned by Mr. Lord, in a scarcity of forage 
near the Shah’s oamj). 

I have, &c. 

(signed) A. 

Cabool, 1 1 January 18138. f)n a Mission to Cahool. 


Nob. 1 & 2. 


No. 1. 

Extracts of a Letter from Bv. Lord to Captam dated Koondooz, 

27 Deeendjir IhaT. 

On the 17th, ii man arrived here biiiigiiig a letter from Kaniran, saying that bis town was 
suiTouruled by the Per.->ian army, and begging a^M^ialK•e. The lejily of Moorad Ihg was, that 
tlierc were tw‘> otfier kings m luikistan greater than lie (vi/,, Bokhara ami Kokan) ; that i( 
they joined, he would give every assistance in his power, but tliat alone he was not able to 
compete with Persia. Tin? letter said that the Peiswiis had captuu'd a small fort on each 
side of the town, and were prefiaring to form the siege. Tlie messr^nger left with Ins 
answer next day, and we have since had a re[7ort here iliat Kamiari has sent his own son 
to Bokhara. This, Atma says, is not the ease, hut adds that a “ kalun sirdar” has been 
sent. The only auxiliary Kami an appears as yet to have found is the Khan of Orgunje, 
who, it is reported, has sent 12,000 horse. 

The day after this message was despaJehed I visited the Meer. He spoke freely of the 
advance of the Persians, whom he called Kadirs, and said if Miisulmans would only hold 
too-ethcr, they need not fear anv (me. 1 replied, the Uzbekhs were sutlicient, without any 
’ foremn aid, for the defence of Toorkistan ; but he said they were beyond all other disunited, 
and That nothing but a most urgent danger could inducts them to make common cause. 

Wilde writing Meerza Uahem (the Meers chief lMeei*za), came in ; ami, as I saw he was 
full of news, I stit dovMi to hear what he had to say, and his news is important. Late last 
ni^dit tile brother of Khan Rucha (Chief of Muzar) rode in here express; and though it was 
after dark, had an immediate interview wit i the Meer. A division of the Persian army 
13,000 men, with eight guns (but the numbers are of course exaggerated) had taken the 
direction of Meimuna, as ihe plan of the war seems to be to waste the whole country round 
befcjre actually forming the siege of Herat. I’he Meimuna people, mustering 10,000, went 
as far as the Moorghaub at Murochak to meet this force, and have been totally defeated. 
^I he Meer(fcQf Meimuna ran without once slopping until he shut himself up in his fort, 
where he is momentarily expecting the Pcisians. He has sent ambassadors all round to 
ask aid; one had come to Muzar, and the Muzar man had immediately foi warded the 
1— Sess. 2. N 3 intelligence. 
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iiitclli*;' iirt*, so that Yt'fstcniav, the 2*6th, was the eiiihth clay from its leavin;^ Meimuua; 
they lurlhcr a ideal, as ‘‘ piece of news, tfiat the Persians h d sent a ddachment against 
Kamlahnr, and anotlicr against IVlerwe, winch latter was to be attached unless the King of 
Bokhara imiiiediatt ly declared himself a friend. The man ended his story by asking, as a 
matter conrerniri.; tlie safety of ||,ll Toorkistan, that Moorad Beg should at once send off 
assistance to Midmuna. To this thcMccr leplied, Even if 1 wished, how could I go there? 
Balkh is closed ; .^irupool is closed ; Akoha is closed ; what road shall I go?” To this the 
Meerza ade'ed bom himself, that as to the IVlecr going any wln re out of his own territoiies, it 
was impossible; for what were the men to liv(^ on ! Xl^^'Y could go allemany,” he said, when 
each man took thia e days’ b nley in his khoorjnn (saddle bags) and a htlle ‘‘ kroot” for 
himsell ; but when it hreame necessary to ])iovi.sion for a ten or twelve days’ marc h, it could 
not he done, because the Meer ha<l nu treasury. 

I was about g()in^ to lluzunt iMuam myself, and taking my patient with me (it is his 
government); hut this ncas to day makes me doubt whether I had not better stay licre, at 
least until wc see how matters go, as here 1 may be able occasionally to send you a little 
information, whereas theie I should he quite out of thc! way of it. If the Persians take 
Meimuna, of which there seems to be no reasonable doubt, there is nothing earthly to prevent 
their taking Balkli, and tlnn all this country is it their mercy; there is neither li^l nor 
fort to protect it. I me ntioned this to thc Meerza to-day, who sa d, “ Very true, but then we 
have our hills behind U'.’’ All eyes at present, however, aie turned towards the King of 
Bokhara, and if be lealiy lias an ambitious disposition and a warlike tmn, be might without 
difficulty jHit himself now at the liead of ail Tooikislan ; but 1 doubt if he has the ability. 
The King of“Kokoaii has never recovered his hglit with the Chinese, and Moor.id Beg, as 
1 liave sliow'ii, is totally po\v(‘rle-s out of his ow'ii tVrriloiii s. I heaid tliis evcuiing that 
G,0»)0 of the Orgunge auxiliaiies formed pait of the Meimuna army which suffered so 
con^plefe a dedc at at Muiochut; if this b so, Kamran is left almost alone to fight his 
battle. 

('I’nu* ex tracts.) 

(signed) A 

On a Mission to Ccibool. 


No. 2. 

Intki.lkjencij from ('andaliar regarding Herat, receivt d on 7 January 1838, at Cabool. 

It is now forty days '•ince Herat is under siege, and'all eommuniention between that city 
and Canduhar has be. n stopped for a long time. 

Yar Mahomed Khan, the Vi/eer of Herat, has sent an elc hee to the ^Sirdar of I ’andahar 
with pi(‘seuts of two hors< s, and has urgeal them to proceed along witli their army to Ibirah, 
wheic they will hc^ furnished with a eonsideiablc suiii of money to defray their exjicnses of 
the journey. In case tlu^y an* not inclined to assist against the Persians, tliey are solicited 
to abandon the design of becoming triendly to Mahomed Shah. 

The elchee is also tin; bearer of this mc^ssage, th u if the Sirdars aie contracting friend- 
ship with thc Shah in the hope of getting Herat as a present from his Majesty, Yar 
Mahomed Khan would be glad to deliver Herat to them, rather thau give it up to the 
Persians. 

News has arrived from Fiirah that Kamran summoned all thc nobles and commanders 
of his army, and told them that if they were desirous to give up Herat to the Persians 
they, should inform liiin before, that he may quit it with his family, and seek some other 
shelter. This moved ihe hearts of. the courtiers much, who swore to fight against the 
Persians until their head.s rolled under the feet of their master. 

The people ot lam, who speak Persian, and are m the service of Kamran, sent a message 
to deceive the Persians, that they should storm the city at night, when they will meet no 
opposition, 'fhe Sh ih, relying on the message of the lamis, assaulted the city, where his 
troops were received with shots. Having t favourable opportunity, Yar Mahomed, with 
2,000 men, came out of Uie city, and attacked thc rear of the assailants. Yar Mahomed 
Khan, after killing many of the Per'^ians, returned to Herat iu missession of four guns of 
the Shah. 

Mahomed Shah has sent Shir Mahomed Khan, thc brother ofVuzier Yar Mahomed Khan, 
along with his family to Mesh id, and Iras kept his son with the camp. 

The Sirdafs are all in Candahar, and talk of sending Siniar Rahim Dil Khan to Herat, 
and following him aftei the fust Ramzan is finished. 

(True translation.) 

(signed) A, Burries, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, 
with the Governor tieneral. 
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To H. Macnaghten^ Ksq., Secretary to the Governinont of India, 
Governor General’s C amp 

Sir, 

I HAVE now the honour to transmit, for the info#natiou of the l\i»'ht, Ihaioiir- 
ablo the Governor General of India in (‘onncil, th(‘ rejiort called for by you in 
your communication of the Stii Septeni]>er 18ob, r<‘^Mrdinj>- tlu' ostablishnu nt of 
an cntrepc'it f;;r the Indus trade, jjnd otlnn- hiiihly important subjects connected 
with it. 

2. Having fully statial the views that have (K’cnrred to nu' of tlu' defect in 
existing arrangements, and the moans of their iinj)rovemen(, 1 mad not tionble 
his Lordship in ( oinicil with any further nnnarks. I l)eg, hoNM'ver, to draw 
attention to the 21st paragraph of tlu' report, which exhibits th(‘ hemdeial elVects 
produced by the countenance of tln^ British (lOvcrniiKmt on the trad(' of these 
countries. 

»j. As it was originally intended that this shoiihl he a j(^)iiit report by (’aj>tain 
Wade, Lieutenant Mackesoii, and myself, and circimsiam^ s prevented its being 
made, I shall transmit a copy of my own report to both thes(‘ ollicers, and also 
to the (jov(‘rnor General’s Agcmt for the Alfairs of Sinde. 


I have, Ac. 

Cabool, 18 January 18:^8. (signed) lhfrne.% 

On a MissioTi to (kd»ool. 


Report on the Rstablishment of an I’ntnqdt, or Lair, for tli(‘ Indus Tradcn 

By Captain flumes. 

1. By desire of tlie (.u)\ernment of India, 1 now proceed to n^cord th(‘ r<‘sult 
of my impiiries and oliservatioiis n'gardiiig “ tin* most convenient jihua' tor the 
estabiishment of a marl or entrepot, with ndereiiee to all tlu‘ branches of trad(‘ 
proceeding np, down, or across the Indus, ami the iikmiis Ixvst sniteil for tin* esta- 
blishmenrof an annual Lair, in lnrth(‘ranc(^ of th(‘ {)lan for promoting commerce 
by way of this river, providing; at the same time h^r tin* security of tlu^ merchant 
and a system of moderate duties.” 

2. It may be observed at the outset, that in the foundation of a periodical fair 

there is no innovation of established usage; the systciri is known to most Asiatic 
nations, has been followed up witli eminent success in Russia, exists in full force 
to this day in Toorkistan, North of Hindoo Koosh, is not nnkm^wu in soirie j)arts 
of the Cahool dominions, and has long been familiar to th(‘ natives of India. 
The celebrated fair at Mnrdwar will immediately occur; and, besidc's it, nunicrouH 
“melas,” or assemblage's, take place in diflerent parts of the country. The ])er- 
formance of a religious ceremony, or the casual collection of a body of Lor 

any pur})ose, would most naturally suggest to tln^ merchant that tlie o|)portunity was 
favoural)le both for the sale and purediasc of goods; and to this, no de)ul)t, we owe 
these institutions, which were at one time equally common to onr own country. 
Ill the altered state of society in Lurope, wliich has hronglit people to congregate 
in towns where every necessary and luxury of life may each day, without inconveni- 
ence, be procured, fairs have become less useful; but in Asia everything yet 

' contributes to give them vigour, and they flourisli as the only means by which 
the nations distant from each other, and the populatioii <»f which is often widely 
spread, can be readily supplied with articles of home and fon'ign produce 

3 Altliouo-b there has not been hitherto any such establishment on the Indus the 
materials exist ready for the purpose ; and had the j>olitical state of thcs(^ countries 
admitted, we should long ere this have had a flourishing fair on the hnnks of^ this 
river The merchants who carry on the trade from India to C^abool are prin- 
cipally Lohanee Afghans, whose country lies westward of the river between Dera 
Ismael Khan and Cabool, and they now make an annual journey to and from 
these places, bringing with them the productions of Afghanistan, and taking hack 
1— Sess. 2. ' N 4 
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those of India and Europe. Being a pastoral race, they are their own carriers; 
and being brave, thi^y require no protection but their own arms. Tliey leave the 
rugged mountains of the west at Drabund, and assemble at^era Ismael Khan, 
where they dispose of some of their property : others proceed lower down the 
Indus to Dera Ghazee Khar# or cross to Mooltan and Bhawulpoor, where their 
wants, in a return supjdy of goods, arc sometimes to be procured. Failing this, 
the Lohanees pass into India, and even to Calcutta and Bombay. Their resort 
to these distant marks is solely attributable^ to inability to supply their wants 
nearer home ; and wdiile it would bo the business of a bur to effect this, the site 
of it is indicated by the names of those four places above noted, Dera Ismael, 
Dera Ghazee, Mooltan, and Bhawulpoor. Other localities, Mittun, or Mittun- 
cote, on the smith, and Kala Bagli on the north, also suggest themselves; and I 
shall now proceed to state the eligibility or otherwise of those different localities as 
ail entrepot of trarle. The Avhole of them have been j)articnlarly described in 
reports already forwarded, and it will not be necessary to repeat details on the 
present occasion ; it will only be required to refer to the sketch of the caravan 
rulers west of the Indus. 

4. The highest navigable point of the Indus throughout the year is KalaBagh, 
above the latitude 33*^ nortli, about 80 miles from Attoek, and the same distance 
from Dera Ismael. There is no doubt that boats can ascend to Attoek for eight 
or nine months of the year, and even to Peshawur ; but the Indus between Attoek 
and Kala Bfigh, always narrow, is rapid and dangerous during the swell, though 
the df>wnward navigation is never interrupted. Kala Bagh, therefore, is tlie point 
to which tliis river can be ascended with advantage, and below it we must seek a 
site for commerce. That town itself carries great celebrity from its salt mines, 
but it is situated in a barren country apart from the great caravan roads ; though 
there is a line of communication from it, or rather Muckud, 28 miles higher up, by 
Jajee and Tooric, toCabool, through the valley of Bungush, which is now frequented. 
Light duties and safety from the Khyberees compensate for the inconveniences of 
an unfrequented road. 1 his line can only be considered as a partial outlet from 
the Indus and Kala Bagh, in consequence not adapted for our purpose. 

5. Dora Ismael, which succeeds Kala Bagh, has an advantageous position, and is, 
besides, the market town of the Lohanee merchants. It is, however, a small ])lace, 
and subject to alteration, from the inundations of the river, wliicli a few yeiirs ago 
swept away the entire town. It is nearer to the gieat eommercial city of 
Umritsur than any of tlie other places on the Indus, and lies on th(^ road between 
it and Cabool. This tract, however, is not mneb fiequonted, except in the extensive 
export of the nativi- fabrics of Jung and Meengana, which consist of carse white 
cloth. Fnropeiui goods are not in general sent l>y this road ; for the merchant, 
besides avoiding’ tlie desert tract between the Jeluiii and Indus, derives the supply 
of goods for ('abool and Toorkislaii from jiiarts below Umritsur. Though Dera 
Ismael covers the road from that city, it does not on that account ])osscss any 
paramount advantag(‘s ; for the object being to promote a trade by the river, and 
the present supply l)eing procured from the towns lower down, they possess supe- 
rior advarftages, without casting Un ritsur out from the line ; Dera Ismael Khan 
must yet be considered one of the most eligible sites on the Indus. 

6. The town of Dera Ghazee Khan possesses, however, the first importance in 
the Upper Indus; it is itself a manufacturing place, and it leads to the commer- 
cial towns of Mooltan and Bhawulpore, which adjoin it, and now furnish many 
articles for the Cabool market. It is about equidistant from Umritsur and the 
opulent town of Shikarpoor in Sinde, so that it embraces the trade of the Punjab 
and India, of Candahar and Cabool, and the more remote capitals dependent on 
them, Herat and Bokhara. The goods of India may be sent to it by rivers as far 
as Mooltan and Ooch, and tlie narrow neck of land which lies between these 
places and Dera Ghazee may either be crossed by camels, which are both cheap 
and abundant, or tlie Indus itself may be used as their channel of transport for 
articles that arc bulky, and in which any particular expedition is not sought. 
From Bombay to Dera Ghazee the water communication is open, and from the 
Upjicr Indus the intercourse is equally available. * Many roads in former times 
also led down upon this town from the west, and time and peace will, in all pro- 
bability, re-open these now forsaken lines, which will thus concentrate in one 
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point all that can be ilesired. In addition, Dcra Gliazee itself is a populous and 
thriving town, agreeably situated in a grove of date trees, and not liable to bo 
flooded by the Intjus. With a fertile soil and an open airy neighbourhood, the 
necessaries of life are to be purchased cheaper than in any other place on the 
Indus, and the supply may be increased from tlic adjacent districts. 

7. Of iMooltan and Bhawulpoor 1 do not speak as sites for an emporium, since 
they do not lie 011 the Indus. They both stand on rivers which can be approached 
from the north and south, and very near Dora Ghazeo, the one being distant but 
45, and the other 80 miles. Their vicinity confers further ailvantagt's on Dera 
Ghazee, and were Mooltan situated on the Indus, it would ccrtaiidy be a prefer- 
able loc.ality, but as it stands, it is destitute of the advantages enjoyed by the 
Lower Dera. 

8. There is yet another position, and which at first sight appears the most 
favourable of all the towns on the Indus, Mittuncotc. With this impression, I 
entered on the subject on which t am now reporting, for Mittun stands at the 
confluence of the Indus, with the five rivers of the Punjab. An examination of 
this locality led me at once to abandon every hope of its suiting the purposes 
intended. The place itself stamls .about two miles from the Indus on an elevated 
spot, but the country around is flooded by the inundation, and either under water 
or a marsh for half the year, when it is both hot and sickly, Mittun is a stnall 
town with a population of about 4,000 souls, and though a site not far from it to the 
west, and much preferable, might be found ; still, the objection of being unable to 
bring boats close up, of branches of the river as well as a damj) soil intervening, 
arc positive, and e.xcludc Mittun, however wcdl adaptc'd it may be in a geogra- 
phical point of view, from being a chosen spot on the Indus. 

9. It will be thus seen that Dera Ghazee Khan has adv.antages above all other 
places for being the entrepdt of the Indus trade, and that the only other locality 
which can shaie the ))referonce, is Dcra Ismail Khan : this advantage arising from 
its u|»per situation on the banks of the river. 

10. Next to the site, the season of the year at which the bazar should be held 
must be considered. The I.ohanee and ail other traders descend from Bokhara 
and ('abool about the month of November, and set out on their return in the end 
of April. This, therefore, indicates the time of assembly to be between these 
monihs, which will fix the cold weather as the season, and the whole of .lanuary 
as the month. A later date than this would prove ))eneficial in the upward navi- 
gation of the river, which, from the nature of the winds, is most readily accom- 
plished in spring and summer, but it is necessary th.at the merchants should reach 
Cabool in June; and, besides, taking .advantage of the season, and .avoiding the 
heat in the valley of the Indus, all jnocrastination which would interfere with 
established usage is to be avoided. A month or two earlier of the fall of the year 

* would suit the '’inch imtions of the western merchants even better than January, 
for it would relieve them from tlicir anxieties as to procuring what was wanted ; 
since they might still, if disappointed, go into India and return in time for the 
caravan to Cabool. The delay, after purchase, is to them no very great incon- 
venience, for their families and flocks arc with tlnmi and they feel themselves at 
home. Still January is about the healthiest time of the year; and .ensures, m 
conscfjucnce, a regular communication witli Shikarpoor and all other jdaces. 

11. The interest which the Government of India has always exhibited for tho 
improvement of commerce by the line of the Indus, has Itecm made known to the 
mercantile community, but the British must appear directly in concert before any 
fair or bazar can be established with success, the su{)erintendence of a British 
officer on the sriot is imperiously necessary. Dera Ghazee Khan happens to be in 
a forei-^n territory, but the ruler of Lahore, if actuated by the spirit already evinced, 
will ce^ainly make no objection to allow the .same system which has been pur- 
sued in the Lower Indus to be followed up here. The place should be made 
neutral ground. The agent will then be invested with powers which will prove 
of the highest benefit. The protection of property, the police of the bazar, the re- 
gulation of its location, cleanliness and supply, the collection of the duties that 
may be fixed, should all be managed with a competent establishment by him. A 
military force, probably a regiment of infiiutry, would be iiuite suihcicnt to ensure 
confidence, and it is immaterial whether Maharaja llunjeet Singh or the British 
Government furnish it, if its services are left to be regulated by the British officer 
who superintends. It must also become an especial part of his duty to adjust all 
disputes that may arise between tho traders, and in the event of any one dying 
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without heirs, to take possession of the property and account for it according to 
usage, when those entitled to it may make their appearance. A regulation of this 
description in Russia has given great popularity to the system pursued in that 
empire. 

12. It might be considered premature to enter upon any arrangement for the 
erection of booths or sheds for the accommodation of the merchant, but in the 
event of success attending those measures, it will certainly become a necessary 
duty. This too must be in the hands of the superintendent, who will arrange for 
their being put up and removed, for the rent leviable and the distribution of mer- 
diandise in diiierent (^uarUrs, according to the usage iu Asiatic countries. It will 
also be necessary to erect warehouses of a .•ubstantial nature to house such pro- 
perty as the merchant may h ave behind him either from inclination, inability to 
transport it, or death; and this establishment will likewise require tlie vigilant 
siiperiiiteuderice of the British agent. Tlie neighbourhood of Dora Ghazoe pre- 
sents many places adapted for the purpose, but the site should bo between t)ie river 
and the town, and as near the fornjer as possible. The style of building in these 
parts is witli sun-dried bricks and a wooden fmme-work, so that arrangement mii»ht 
easily he adopted which combined economy and utility with beauty. 

13. The residence of the agent at the fair should, on every account, be perma- 
nent throughout the year, and his undivided time devoted to tiie subje<3t. All 
references sent to him from any direction would thus be satisfactorily answered, and 
in the end might l>ecome the means of communicating the nature (rf the probable 
demand and the necessary supply so us to ensure a gootl sale, and the merchants 
against loss. A watchful vigilance such as this, would materially forward the in- 
tercslH of commerco, and petty quarrels that now arise among the chieftains, such 
^ that which exists at the present time, l)etweeii Bhawulpoor and Mooltari, re- 
garding indigo, would be no more heard of. ifeciprocity would then become 
general. The very circumstances of the officer's presence will also produce the 
most lia])py oflects iu the neighbouring cuuuiries. He will have it in his power to 
concilhite the hill tribes, the Muzurees and Boogtoes, to open a safe road through 
their country to Shikarpoor, which is to be done without difficulty, lor they are 
friendly disposed to the British (fovernirn'iit, and ready to meet its wishes. They 
and the mountaineers to the west, might, even in lime, it' pro[)erly managed, super- 
sede the necessity of the presence of regular troops, for a di gree of reliance on 
these i ml f ciNiiised tribes is almost always rewarded by faithful service, and the 
Muzarees, once notorious for their piracies on the liulns, may yet becorhe like the 
Blieels of Southern India, a protection against plunder and robbery. Should these 
expectations not bo realised, it is not to be doubted that the near residence 
of a British officer will deter them from acts which are at variance with the tran- 
quillity of the country and the well-being of society. 

14. The advantages of a resident superintendent being manifest, it seoms * 
most desirable that ho should be relieved from attending to the navigation or 
wants of those ])roceoding by the river in the issue or the neo*ssary papers. Pass- 
ports may still bo granted by him and by the agents at the head and mouth of 
the river, but th(5 seeing to the execution should be entrusted to a distinct 
officer, who should, if possible, be a nautical man, and charged with tlie superin- 
tendence of the navigation, as the officer is of the fair. This is a matter of the 
highest importance, for notwithsiaiiding the arrangements that have already been 
made, 1 myself was applied to by one man at Khyr[)oor, Bhawulpore and .Vlittun, 
or at three diflferent places, for one passport before he could move his cargo, it 
having been necessary to withdraw the present British agent to perform a neces- 
sary duty near Lodiana. This officer should have free permission to proceed from 
Attock to the sea, ouglit to act in concert with the superiiitendeut of the fair, 
and wuder the guidance of the agents of the Govenmr Cieneral, while the native 
officers along the river should be directed to attend to his orders. If it was 
deemed advisable, and it certainly appears very much so, he could organise an 
establishment of pilots alodg tiie Inous, which would cause no expense to Govern- 
ment, and be hailed as a boon by the community, who would readily contribute 
to its support. All regulations also regarding the hire of l>oats should be under 
him, as well as full permission to examine their condition and r^ect those which 
are not river* worthy. The merchant would thus be secure against imposition and 
loss, and the boatman would take a pride in his vessel, since regular employment 
and his lawful hire would be ensured to Wm. In process of time too, we should 
thus acquire a complete influence over all the people on the Indus itself and along 
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its line, and with tliis, sacli an accurate knowledge of the river itself as to suggest 
those improvements which experience never fails to point out. 

15. The treaties already made provide for the levy of duties’ on the Indus, from 
the st*a to Mittun. The navigation from that place to Attock shouW at once be 
arrange^?, and the distance is about equal, the toll of 240 nipeos per boat now 
leviable may be doubled, phariug the aliquot parts of it, necordiiig to the distance 
which the boats may ascend. If Dera Ghazee Khan l^ecorncs the site of the finr, 
60 inpees must be added to the 240, So that the total leviable from the sea will 
be 300 Tupes. The additional toll will, of course belong td Kunjeet Singh, since 
the river passes through his ten'itories. This portion ot the arrangeiueut is more 
simple than the adjustment of the duties at the fair. For the first few years these 
should bo tvifirng, if not altogether remitted, but a scale must bo tixed for their 
ultimate levy. At present, goods pay a tax at Dera Ghazee Khan according to 
weight, which averages on cloth and indigo an ad valorem duty from 1 J to 2 J per 
cent. Ibis is, however, a mere transit duty, and diders materially from what the 
State would bo entitled to if the goods were disposed of. In Russia, tin* duties 
leviable are four per cent, on entering the fair, and one per cimt. on quitting it, 
which might be introduced as the standard at Dera Cilwizee Klum if no reasonable 
objection presents itself. 

IG. Since it becomes an object of high importance that the merchants pro- 
ceeding to this, emjiorium should have the means of procuring a return, so that 
they may avail themselves of the spare tonnage of (heir vessels; it would be well 
to consider how far the British Goveruineiit can afi’ord to admit into its territories 
the rock salt of Kala Bagh and tho Punjab. This is a point on which 1 cannot 
be supposed to judge, but it certainly appears feasible enough, and even con.sistent 
with the regulations regarding the im^iopoly, to admit miiuTal salt into India, 
lm|>osing upon it like duties. 'Phi* prime cost of salt af tlie mine, or on the 
sea'Sh()i*e, is a m('re trifle ; but the one article is far superior to tho other, and in 
course of time, we might se<^ vessels sailing from Jiombay, with cargoes partly 
made up of Punjab salt for the Liver|)ool and London mai“k{*ts, instead of storing 
mud and stones to be cast away in road-making at IMackwall and the docks. Salt 
being a valuable commodity, would hardly appear to nijuire any rtunission 
of toll. 

17. (irain is an article which the fertile banks of the Indus and Punjab rivers 
admit of being largely exported; but tho present tr(‘aties grant no privileges to 
encourage the trafisports of this bulky article Inwond si a, and are couscipiently 
tantamount to prohibition. An arrangement should imnujdiately Ix* enfort d upon 
with all the jiowers to free grain of every doscrijition I'rom all but a nominal 
duty. So long as profit is not derivable, none of it vull i>e e.xported, extej>t from 
one section of the river to another; while a revise<l system will be productive of 
advantages alike to the commimily of Western India and the growers in tin? 
Indus. Grain, particularly rice, is now' extensively exported from the ilelta of 
the Indus, and a light toll, never exceeding 24 rupees per boat, is levied ; ho that 
it would only be in unison with the already e.stablished usage to extend this 
benefit tbrougboiit the course of the river. One j>er cent, ud o tLrem, would 
suffice to check irregularity, and bo a fair tax on this necessary of life ; but uvea 
this might be reduced according to the distance from which the grain in brought, 
since the harvest of the Punjab has to be transported to tin* delta of tho Indus. 
befoi*c it can compete with what is raise<l so much nearer the market. If an 
article of value cannot be found, a courser d(‘scription furni&hefi a return which, 
though it be inferior, promotes the good of traile. 4'his is ajqiareut in the 
commerce which America now carries on with India. 

18. Without instancing other articles in which it would be advisable to lighten 
the duties, it has occurred to me, as a general proposition, that it would bo most 
desirable to remit one half of the toll to vessels wliich had already paid the full 
amount in ascending or descending the Indus. This will place the parties at both 
exti-Cfi ities of the river on a par with each other and encourage them, instead of 
breaking up or selling their boats, at the tenninatiou of a profitable trip, to set 
out ii))oTi another, even though it be less advantageous. If some such arrange- 
ment is not made, many of the boats will return empty, and no duty can Ifo then 
leviable on their passage, which subfects the rulers to loss, and prevents the 
sdieme coming to maturity. It might, however, be provided, that the upward 
and downward voyage must be pa4onwed m tin? course of one yeai*, that Is ui 
12 months, to entitle the merchant to «he reimssioii suggested. 
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19. Whatever plan or arrangements may be finally adopted for the removal of 
obstacle to this trade, it will be necessary not only to promulgate them by means of 
the gazettes in India, but to have them translated into Persian, Punjabce, 
Shikarpoorce, and Sindee, and extensively circulated in the countries themselves. 
A lamentable ignorance exists among the native merchants regarding the inten- 
tions of Government in opening the Indus. Some few individuals, who have had 
intercourse with the European ofiicers, are aware of the designs in view ; ])ut the 
bulk of the community are informed, and what is further, consider that the 
regulations as stated, W intended for the benefit of foreigners to their exclusion. 
The natives of Sinde in particular fear to embark capital, since they believe they 
would not be entitled to, or rather could not ensure the same protection as a 
strange merchant from India or the Punjab. This impression would be removed 
by having the regulations that arc fixed upon made public, under the authority of 
the rulers themselves, follovvcd up further by personal explanation from the agents 
of the British Government. The Ameers of Sinde, and all the other powers, are 
guaranteed hy treaty from any interference with their usage regarding internal 
trade ; but they are not, on that account, at liberty to prevent the merchants of 
their country, should they wish it, from profiting by the Indus being opened, which 
would certainly be an exclusion of the natives in ))ehalf of foreigners. 'Hiis is a 
subject which requires explanation, particularly in Sinde. 

20. The free navigation of the Indus will be productive of two advantages 
distinct from each other, the one a more ready supply of one part of its banks 
with the productions of the other,* the next a means of tmnsj)ori: by water, for 
a considerable distance, of the goods of India and Europe, to Cabool and Toor- 
kistan. The first branch of this commerce, or the internal trade, will probably 
continue in tlie hands of those resident the river, and the speculations already 
entered upon show it to be a profitable kind of commerce. Tlie latter is, however, 
by for the most important, and which it is our object to encourage. To form a 
more perfect idea of the articles in demand, two lists are annexed ; the first 
(No. 1), naming the goods whicii at present reach the city of Cabool from Russia, 
by way of Bokhara, distinguishing those which are sent on to India ; the second 
(No. 2), descriptive of the’articles which are now brought to Afghanistan from 
India and Euro[)o. I also add a third list (No. 3), detailing the jwodnetions which 
are sent from the Afghan country to India. Many articles not now enumerated 
may find their way in due time to these lists, but they arc, 1 believe, at present 
com pl(‘tc, while descriptions and specimens of them, together with the probable- 
profit, have also been prepared for the information of the community in different 
])apers, about to be or already forwarded. 

21. In the various proposals which I have suggested it has been my endeavour 
to avoid all unnecessary interference with the mercliaut. The jiriuciples of trade 
are, in these days, too well understood to admit of any useless interposition on 
the part, of the State. We may aid it without caressing, and best advance its 
interests by removing obstructions and leaving it to run its course. If the success 
of other such schemes is an encouragement, it is indeed to be found, in what is. 
now passing in the Russian Empire. Fairs have been founded there in the memory 
of man, at which business to the amount of 200,000,000 of roubles,* or about 
10,000,000/. sterling is now transacted, and this is even gn the increase. The 
removal of the great fair of Maccaire to Ncjnei has only served to give commerce 
a greater impetus, and if Dera GhazaKhau is not found suitable, on exiierimeut, 
another site may easily bo found. Witli light duties for the few first years, this 
fair cannot fail to prosper, and goods will even desert the natural track if their 
owner can secure a more ready sale and a smaller profit. The continental 
system of Napoleon led to Russia being supplied with English goods by way of 
India, Cabool and Bokhara’, wliich is supported by the authority of n Russian 
writer and the concurring testimony of native merchants. The channel is there- 
fore not new, and as some of the fairs ol Russia are, in a great degree', supported 
by the trade with Central Asia, a part of that trade will certainly be drawn to the 
nearer mart on the Indus and contribute to the success of this undertaking. A 
banking establishment may be said to be at hand to aid it. Shikarpore is, at this 
day, the focus of all the money transactions of W^esterii Asia, and it is but 300 
miles distant from the site of the proposed bazar, and between it and Bombay, 
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the great mart of Western India. Above all, the interest now exhibited by the 
British Government in encouraging this commerce must prove of the highest 
advantage. The effect of its having sent a mission to Cabool has already become 
so apparent that no less than live caravans, with shawls, have airived from Cash- 
mere since our reaching (y’abool, while such a briskness has been unknown for 
years ; and what is still more remarkable, the merchants have come with a know- 
ledge that the duties have been raised sevenfold. They express themselves 
universally ready to make the additional sacrifice of duty, and publicly avow that 
the arrangement of Government, in deputing an agent to encourage commerce, 
has inspired them with tliis renewed confidence. 

22. In conclusion, it is desirable to recapitulate the contents of the fore- 
going report, and to state briefly the jiroposilions contained in it, which arc as 
follows ; — 


1st. That the establishment of a fair on the Indus is agreeable to the msage of 
Asiatic nations, and therefore a very desirable measure. 

2d. That the best site for sucli a mart, with reference to all the branches of 
trade, is Dora Ciha/.ec Khan. 

3d. That the season most suitable is the month of January, during whicli, or 
part of it, the assemblage should take place. 

4th. That the site should be made neutral ground, and tho fair managed, in all 
its branches, by an agent of the British Government, who should bo appointed 
superintendent, and through whom all duties should be collected, places of ac- 
commodation erected, and arrangements made for the security of property ot the 


absent or present. , 

5th 'Hint tho superintendence of the navigation of the river, and the due exe- 
cution of what is re<p.ired from the ,.owers on it, should be vested in a diflercnt 
officer, who should, if itossihle, be a n.autieal man, and through whom a pilot 
establishment might in time be formed. 

6th That the Indu-< shouhl be thrown open to Attock on the principles already 
acted 'upon, and tho amount of toll and .lutics fixed according to a given 

That if consistent with wh.-it is due to the State, the mineral salt of ll.e 
Punjab should bo admitted into British India under eerlnin limitations, its export 
contributing to the public good as a return trad*,-. , , 

8th. That the toll on boats laden with grain should be revised, and a lighter 
assessment fixed witli the s.anio end. 

9th That half toll should onlv be levied on all return boats, which woul.l 
place the merchants at both extremities of tho river on a par, and also promote 

commerce. , v i i • .i 

10th. That all the arringen.ei.ts entered upon, besides being published ,n tl.e 
Jettes of India, should he translated into the languages o the country ami tnado 
known to the native merchants: first, through the rulers on the Indus, and then the 
agents of the British (Jovernment ; a lamentable ignorance now existing of all 

nth That the mercantile community i.iayjudgcof existing state of tho trade, 
the ar iclcs in demand and procurable in return three lists of them are annexed, 

the “tnre of the profit and other particulars being furnished elsewhere. 

12th That the state of the fairs in Russia, the business done at them being on 

nTand a bank at Shikarpoor, a portion of that •eommerco will be diverted 
fo thp KnnI s of the Indus. This is illustrated by a striking instance of the effects 
aw from .Ue ime». .vhicb .h. Bri.i.h b„ 

now exhibited in the encouragement of trade. 


Cabool, 18 January 1838. 


1 have, &c. 

(signed) AUx. Burnet, ' 

On a Mission to Cabool. 
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No.i. 

List of Articles, mostly Russian, (bund in the Bazar of Cabool, and brought to it 
• from Bokhara. 


No. 

1. Ducats, tillas, Sonisand yamoos.* 

2. Gold dust.* 

3. Pistols and muskets. 

4. 0 unlocks. 

5. Padlocks. 

(i. Knives, razors. 

7. Wires of iron and brass. 

8. Copper.* 

i). Russian boxes, snuffboxes. 

10. Needles. 

11. Glass, spectacles, mirrors. 

1*2. Porcelain. 

13. Flints. 

14. Be ids and coral.* 

15. Fish-bone.* 

16. Paper. 

17. Tea. 

18. Sabel miaree. 


No. 

19. Kimson, a kind of leather. 

20. Kirmiz, or cochineal.* 

21. Blue-stone, or sulphate of copper. 

22. Iron trays. 

23. Kulabritoon, two kinds.* 

24. Simgot.* 

25. Broad cloth. 

26. Chintz. 

27. Velvet. 

*28. Atlas (satin). 

29. Khood laft. 

30. Sliirja. 

31. Kaitan, or muslin. 

32. Nanka.* 

33. White cloth. 

34. Handkerchiefs (silken). 

35. Chuppuni kard. 

36. Silk of Bokhara and Koondooz.* 


Note . — The articles marked thus ♦ are passed on to India along with the productions of 
Cabool, given in List No. 3. 

(signed) AUx. Burnes, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


No. 2. 

List of European and Indian Articles to Cabool. 


No. 

1. Jamdanee.* 

2. Muslin. 

.3. Book muslins.* 

4. Alwan gulnar. 

5. Velvet. 

6. Alirah. 

7. Jali.* 

8. Chintz of various kinds.* 

9. Unwashed chintz, ditto. 

10. Du paita scarf.* 

11. Broad cloth. 

12. Moinni.* 

1.3. Long cloth.* 

14. Cambric. 

15. Dimity. 

16. Shawls.* 

17. Handkerchiefs. 

18. Liita, u kind of silk cloth. 

19. English porcelain from Delhi. 

20. Ditto razors and scissors. 

21. Ditto needles. 

22. Ditto gunlocks. 

‘23. Ditto beads. 

24. Ditto spyglass. 

‘25. Ditto spectacles. , 

26. Brocade of Batiaras,* Indian goods, 

27. Chintz of Furrakabad. 

26. Batdah of Raw and 

29. Carpets of Umlala. 

30. Suosee muttanee of various kinds. 

31. Dhotar ditto. 

32. Chintz on Nusseerkhanee. 

33. Chintz of Hot. 


No. 

34. Badal Khance and Hhjiani. 

35. Loongee of Multan. 

36. Embroidered cloth, ditto. 

37. KIk'Ss - - . ditto. 

38. Tainur Shah mixture of silk and thread. 

39. Shuju Khunee ditto - - ditto. 

40. Hindi, or Dareyhi. 

41. Haider Shah white cloth. 

42. Adaraah - ditto. 

43. Khasah Hahar. 

44. Coarse cloth. 

45. White of Punjab, different sorts. 

40. Chintz of Joonaghur.* 

47. Khess of Vazimbad. 

48. Soosce - ditto. 

49. Indigo. 

50. Multan and Delhi, shoes. 

51. Looking glass. 

62. Razor and scissors. 

53. Bracelets of glass from Bombay. 

54. Shields. 

53. Post s^lkhiia, kind of fur, front Derah. 

56. Cornelian. 

57. Ishgar, or sajji, from Derah, 

68. Swords. 

59. Ditto hilts. 

60. Bags of blankets from Haidree. 

61. Cocoa-nuts. 

62. Ivory. 

63. Mina. 

64. Spices, pepper, cloves, cinnamon, car- 

damoms, &c. 


Noil , — ^The articles marked thus * are in part passed on from Cabool to Bokhara. 
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No. 3. 


List of the ProducUons, &c., of Afghanistan sent into India. 


No. 

1 . Madder. 

2. Assatoelida. 

3. Dried and fresh fruits. 

4. Kussoomba dye. 

6. Drugs. 

fJ. Tobacco and anuff. 


No. 

7. Wool and Doomla sheen. 

8 . Silk, raw. 

9. Lead, sulphur, zak or zinc. 

10 . Horses and ponies. 

11 . Bactriaii camels. 


Those articles which pass in transit from Russia and Bokhara to India are staled 
in List No. 1. 


(True copies.) 


(signed) Ahx. BurueSf 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, 
with the Governor General. 


To Captain Burnesy on a Mission to C’abool. 

Sir, 

1^ 1 am directed by the Kiglit Honourable the (iovernor General of India, to 
acknowledge the receipt of your Despatches of the dates noted in the margin.* 
The contents of these documents are of much importance, and have rceeiv(‘d his 
Lordsliip’s immediate and most attentive* (*on.*i(leration. 

2 . The j)oiiits in them which are of prominent interest, an' the arrival of a 
Russian agent with letters to Dost Mahomed Klian, froin the Knifieror of Russia 
and the Russian Minister at Tehran, with the proceedings of tli (5 Anu'or and yodrwdf 
in reference to tliat officer, and the tenor of the verbal commnnications Mhich h^^ 
has been reported to you to have* made at an interview with the Ameer ; tlie near 
advance of the Persian army upon Herat, the proce(*diitgH of the chii'fs of ('an- 
dahar, in liaving in the first instance a])parcntly united their interests with those 
of Persia, but having eventually dismissed the Persian envoy, Knmber Ali 
Khan, without the son of the principal chief, Kohnn Dil Khan, who hud 
been intended to accompany liim : yonr having previously to the receipt of 
the intelligence last adverted to, taken on yourself (although yon were wholly 
without authority to hold out any such expectations), the very grave responsibility 
of promising to the Gaiidahar Clii(‘fs your own presence with their troops, and 
jiecuniary aid from your (ioverumeiit, in the event of the capture of Herat by the 
Persians and the mareli of the Persian army towards Candaliar ; your views, which 
from all report and observtition, liis Lordship cannot but consider to be inncli 
exaggerated, of the resources and strength of the (iovcrmm*nt of Dost Mahomed 
Khan in Cabool : and lastly, the suggestions oHered l>y you as to its being the 
proper policy of the British Government in the present state* of things, to firess on 
an immediate adjustment of the que-lions open on the IVhavvur fronticT, to con- 
firm its influence, and form a combination among the diflTereiit Afghan states, and 
to aid Cabool or Candahar, with pecuniary grants for the defence of their territory, 
and the consolidation or extension of their power. 

3 . After weighing with all the seriousness which the subject demands, the 
various arguments adduced in your letters, his Lordship directs me to state that ho 
adheres without leservc to the principles of policy by which his proceedings in 
respect to Afghanistan have heretofore been guided He must dissent, con- 
sequently, from many of the recommendations which you have now submitted to 
him. 

4 . It was tlie essential character of that policy, through the means of friendly 
persuasion, and the exercise (where there might be favourable opportunity) of our 
good offices, for tbc maintenance of peace, to remove those causes of dissension 
and excitement which had had such injurious eflect in facilitating the intro- 
duction 


• Loiter fiated 35 Nnvfmbcr 1837; 3 December 1837: 4 December 1837, two Utters; 5 Decem- 
ber 1837; C December 1837 *, 8 December 1837; 30 December 1837; 3 1 December 18^57; 
S 8 December, twa ItUera; 33 December, confidential, addressed to tie Governor General. 
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duction of Persian intrigue and interference into Afghanistan. To the degree in 
which the inducements to court Persian alliance might be diminished, and the 
general tranquillity promoted, there would to the same degree be advantage to 
the British Government in the absence of agitation from its frontier, and in the 
increased encouragement of commerce. There was no hazard of embarrassing 
entanglements in this policy, for our measures were to be limited to gradually 
influencing the proceedings of the several states by their own sense of their real 
and mutual interest, and lo the tenders of a friendly mediation. Tt was our object 
also to mark our wish for the maintenance, in their actual position of all the 
chiefs of Afp^hanistan, as being the most just course of proceeding in itself, and as 
the cxi'jnng decision of power among them is felt to be, upon the whole, decidedly 
the' most beneficial for British interests. 

5. This policy it was understood could only be partially effective, and it was to 
be applied in all cases with an especial caution ; yet with time and management 
an useful influence would, it was reasonable to expect, be established in countries 
the condition of which must always be a matter of concern to the Government of 
India. 

G. Positive engagements to assist opposition to actual invasion from the west- 
ward, by arms or subsidies, have not been contemplated by his Lordship. He is 
not insensible to the evils of such invasion, and he could not and docs not seek to 
anticipate what, under possible, but he trusts very improbable, emergencies, his 
course of action might be ; but measures of such direct interference are in his 
judgment liable to the most grave general objections. Not to speak of the 
exceeding inconvenience of political engagements at a distance so great from our 
resources, those measures might raise questions of serious national difficulty, which 
ought, if possible, to be reserved for the unfettered consideration of the Govern- 
ment in England ; and those questions are of the greater delicacy with reference 
to the provisions of the treaties still subsisting between the British and Persian 
Governments. 

7. It has been unfortunate that in the course of events, time has not been, 
afforded for the due development of the policy which his Lordship had laid down 
for himsplf. The Persian expedition against Herat has been pushed on, as far as 
his Lordship’s information extends, with unexpected rapidity, and some success ; 
and there is at least a chance of the existing political condition of Afghanistan 
being seriously disturbed ; but his Lordship sees notl)ing in any facts yet reported 
to him to induce him to run into the dangers of such embarrassment as would 
attend the course which you have pressed upon him. It is well to wwd off 
intrigue from our frontier, if it can properly be effected ; but our main reliance in 
any more serious difficulties must be upon our owm direct power to be exercised 
upon the field most favourable to us. 

8. Applying these priiici|)les to the circumstances on which instructions are at 
present required, his Lordship directs me to state that he would persevere steadily 
in the course of proceedings which has been already prescribed in respect to Dost 
Mahomed Khan; and he is satisfied, that unless an entire change take place in 
the political constitution of Afghanistan, that course ought to be readily suc- 
cessful. 

9. Dose Mohomed Khan is now essentially dependent upon our good offices for 
the removal of his apprehensions from the Sikh power. You state, indeed, that 
he need not fear the eflects of an invasion by the Maha Raja Runjeet Singh ; but 
Jiis own applications to e very quarter open to liirn for succour against this danger 
manifest the alarm whiclf iio himself entertains ; and his Lordship thinks that 
there is no room for doubt, that although it might be hazardous and unprofitable 
to the .Maha Raja to seek to retain possession of a country so difficult, yet in the 
immense resources at his command, in bis wealthy treasury, and numerous and 
disciplined army, and with so much of weakness and distraction in the^Cabool ter- 
ritory, he has the means of over-running it, when he may determine to make the 
effort, and of consummaiing at least the ruin of its present ruler. You ‘ought 
to proceed, in all your intercourse with Dost Mahomed Khan, on this under- 
standing, that the boon which he obtains in consequence of our interest in his 
favour is no less than safety from the probable destruction of his authority ; and 
representations of the danger which he would incur ought to be made stronger, if, 
dissatisfied with such mediation as we are willing to tender, Dost Mahomed Khan 
should attempt to form any other political connexions through Persian or Russian 
agents ; for our interposition would then, of course, be wholly withdrawn ; Dost 

Mahomed 
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Malioniod Khan ■would placo himself towards us in the position of a person court- 
ing hostile alliances, and what he might have to dread would not be an invasion 
only by the Siklis, but such an invasion undertaken under all the influence of our 
declared displeasure with and alienation from him. 

10 . You state- with perfect truth that the hazardous position of this cliief 
compels him to dissii>ate his resources in defensive i)reparations, which cripph^ his 
power and augment the discontent of his followers, whom his revenues at no time 
admit of his liberally rewarding; and that his best hope of real strength rests on 
being at peace with his eastern nciglihour, which would enable liirn to reduce his 
undue expenditure, and irnjirove his internal administration. It is tliis jx'aeeful 
and steadfast policy which, along with a true sense of his ])osition, onglit to b(^ 
always impressed upon him as marking the only course which his l.ordship 
considers that ho can w isely pursue. 

11. It has been already intimated to you in dillereut Despatches, ami especiallv 
in that under date the 27th ultimo, that the iuonlinati' pi (‘tensions and exjiccta- 
tions which Dost Mahomed Khan has appcaired disposed to f(»rm in consequence 
of your presence at Cabool, ought to be deeisivdy dis(‘ourag(‘d. He should l)e 
made sensible, tluit in ste['/])ing forward, from our conviction ot tin* course of pro- 
ceeding the most advautagemis to nil the* pcwvers on this side of the Indus, to 
endeavour to induce Malia Raja Runjcct Singh to retrain from pros(‘cnting 
further liosiilities against him, wv hnv(‘ mad(‘ t]K‘ utmost demand winch our 


interest and long-established friendship a<1mit, upon tlie cnnsid(‘ration A^hlch that 
jiow'orful chi(*f is willing to show to our wislu‘s. In the words ol' tlu‘ Despatch 
of the 27th December, liis Lordsliip would repeat, lliat “ in the i)r('carioiis 
position in which Dost Mahomed is placed, our good ofiiea's for the peac(^ and 
security of his remaining’ territory sh(»uld 1)(‘ thankl’iilly acce pted by him.” 

12. His scheme of obtaining possession, on any terms, oi‘ the l\'s!ia’.vnr ten’ritory 
for himself marks, to his Lordsliip's iniiid, th(‘ ambitions and restl(‘ss vi('v,s with 
which he is dis|) 08 eel to use our assistance. That schemie iias newer heem proposed 
to Malui Raja Riinject Singh, from a feeding that it would not tor a momemt he 
entertained by him. If he would ever consent to rclimpiish IVshawnr to othen- 
hands, the brothers by whom it was formerly ruled have the strongest edaims u])c>n 
him. You say that Dost Mahomed Khan might ‘‘ pendiaps in tlu‘ end be satisfied 
with the plain of Reshawur being gi\en to any Rarukzye ; ’ but I arn de sired to 
remind you that his l.ordship lias always treated this as a epustiou Avholly to he^ 
decided by the Maha Raja himself. It would he gratirving if he* would resolve' to 
restore Peshawur to the iiiimediato government of the mennhers of the family h\ 
whom it was previously htdd ; but Dost Mahomed Khan must make* his ove'rtures 
of peace, withemt insisting on the fulfilment of any such exj)ectation. 

13. It w^ould be becoming, in the position in which tin* Chief of Ca])Ool is 
placed, to seek in the first instance to appease the feelings of the; powe‘rtid 
sovereign whom he has ofiTeneled, by such de*moiistrations of a d(*sire to ce^urt 
the renewal of amicable terms with him as may he consistent with .i fail and 
reasonable regard to his own rcmaiuiiig rights; ami yewi ami he ought to feel that 
until this peace between him and the Sikhs shall liave* heem establishe d on the' 
firmest basis, every scheme for tlie aggraueliscim*nt of Do^^t Mahome el, suedi as 
those which you seem to favour, oven if not otherwise* liable* to mnmfohl and 
insurmountable objections, would have the efiect e>f accuu.niatipg uu.ans of oficucc 
against the more ancient, the more ixmorful, ami the more faithful ally of the 


British Government. ■ ■ .1 . ^ 

14. His I.ordship would under any circumstanecs he olad that, at a proper 
opportunity, these view.s should be stated with all frankness to Dust M.dK.n.ed 
•Khan, for he greatly fears from the tenor of your lale Despatches that he n.av 
have been led to take an erroneous view ot our own situation, and oHiis DokIs up s 
views ; and it is of all thing,s most important to act towards him with a dear, good 
faith, and whatever may be his own trust in his in.lepej, dent moans of < efenee, he 
Briti.sh Government can deal with him on no other 

more necessary to make this statement if the Ameer s ion i 0 < j • , 

alternative to our compliance with all his naiuests, .0 bring forward any idea oi a 
political connexion with Russia through the agent, who has, it appeals, arrived 

Lordship attaches little immediate importance to this mission of the 
Russian agent althougei he will bring all the circumstances connected with it to 
1-Sess. 2. 1’ ' 
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the notice of the Home Authorities, as it undoubtedly marks a desire which has 
long been known to exist on the part of the Russian Government, to push at 
least the influence, of their name to our Indian frontier ; and the proceedings, 
especially of the Russian Envoy at Tehran, in regard to it, are open to much 
observation, [it would be satisfactory if you could obtain and forward the 
original communications from Count Simonitch, for transmission to England, 
or at least that you should see and be able to certify them.] 

IG. His Lordship is much gratified at the deference to our views shown by Dost 
Mahomed Khan, in requesting your advice as to the reception of this agent, and 
he entirely approves your l)aving sanctioned his being admitted to the presence of 
the Ameer, and treated with becoming civility. If he be not already gone from 
Cabool, you will suggest to the Ameer that he be dismissed with courtesy, with a 
letter of compliments and thanks to the Emperor of Russia for his proffered 
kindness to Cabool traders. His mission should be assumed to have been, as 
represented, entirely for commercial objects, and no notice need be taken of the 
messages with which he may profess to have been charged. 

17. This course will be recommended by you in the event of the Ameer being 
firmly disposed to abide by our good olTices. If he should, on the other hand, 
seek to retain the agent, and to enter into any description of political intercourse 
with him, you will give him distinctly to understand that your Mission will retire, 
that our good offices with the Sikhs will wholly cease, and that, indeed, the act 
will be considered as a direct breach of friendship with the British Government. 
It has been before; at diftereiit times, stated to you that the continuance of our 
good offices must be entirely dependent on the relinquishment, by the Ameer, of 
alliances with any power to the westward. 

[18. His Lordship, although anxious, as has been mentioned, to act towards the 
Amcor with all frankness, w^ould not press upon him with undue harshness (such 
as might be implied by the formal delivery to him of the accompanying explicit 
announcement from the (Jovenior General) the views which have been explained 
witli regard to the position wliich he holds, in the opinion of the British 
Government, relatively to Rnnject Singh. If, however, from the state of things 
at Herat, from his position in regard to this Russian agent, or from any other 
cause, he should ask for an explicit statement of our sentiments and intentions, it 
will be riglit that that statement should be given to him ; and in that event, or when 
It may, otherwise, from any motive (such as the paramount one for our honour, of 
removing existing misunderstandings) appear to you advisable, you will deliver to 
l)im tlie letter referred to ; and you will always, whether the letter be delivered 
or not, be most sedulously careful to conform in every case to the spirit of these, 
as of your ])receding instructions, and to refrain from encouraging any expectations 
for which you have not full authority. A coj)y of tlje letter of the Governor 
General, with tlie Englisli version of it, are forwarded for your information. 

19. Should the Ameer j)refer to incur all the hazards of his position, rather 
than to accept our good offices upon the only terras which seem to us just 
in regard to M.aha Raja Runjeet Singh, your Mission will in that case 
also solicit its dismissal, and retire upon Peshawiir. But his Lordship trusts that 
Dost Mahomed Khan will judge better for his own interest than to compel you to 
that proceeding. 

20. It is with great pain that his Lordship must next proceed to advert 
to tho subject of the promises which you have held out to the Chiefs of 
Candahar. 

21. These promises were, as has been said, entirely unauthorised by any part of 
your instructions. They are most unnecessarily made in unqualified terms ; and 
they would, if sup])ort(d, commit the Government upon the gravest questions of 
general policy. His Lordshij) is compelled, therefore, decidedly to disapprove 
them. 

22. He is only withheld from a direct disavowal of these engagements to the 
Chiefs of Candahar, because such disavowal would carry with it the declaration of 
a difference between you and your Goveniment, and might weaken your personal 
influence, and because events might in this interval have occurred which would 
render such a course unnecessary. But the rulers of Candahar must not bo 
allowed to rest in confidence upon promises so given ; and, should affairs continue 
ill the same uncertainty as that which prevailed at the date of your last Despatches, 
you will endeavour to set yourself right with the Chiefs, and will feel yourself 

bound 
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bound in good faitli to admit that you have exceeded your instructions, and held 
out hopes which you find, upon communication with your Government, cannot bo 
realised. 

23. After what has been stated, his Lordship feels that he need not enlarge on 
his strict injunction that you in future conform punctually in all points to the 
orders issued for your guidauce. 

24. While it has been liis duty to record these sentiments upon one part of 
your proceedings, his Lordship directs me at the same time to express to you liis 
cordial approbation of the diligence and ability with which you have applied 
yourself to collect and lay perspicuously before him, the full and interesting 
information which you have transmitted on the subject of the state of affairs in 
the States of Centrnl Asia generally. You will continue to cultivate your friendly 
correspondence with Bokhara and Koondooz. The tenor of your reply, reported 
in your Despatch of the 25th November, to the letter of Malm Uaja Runjeet Singh, 
is entirely approved ; your letter was correctly forwarded by Ijieutenant Mackesou, 
to be delivered through Captain Wade.] 

I liav(‘, Ae. 

(signed) U . If. Alac/uujhien, 

Camp at Bareilly, Secretary to the Governimmt of India 

20 January 1838. v\ith the Governor General. 


(True copy.) 

(signed) H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India 
with the Governor General. 


To W, H, Macnagliten^ Es(|., Secretary to the Governor (ieneral of India, 

• Governor General’s Camj). 

Sir, 

In my communications of the 2()tli, 22d, and 3()th ultimo, 1 reportcMl, lor tin* 
information of the Right Monourahlc tlie (lovernor Gemual of India in Council, 
the arrival of an agent of tin? Russian Government at this city, and all the infor- 
mation which T had collected regarding him, together with the opinions entertained 
of it. 


2. Though a month and upwards have elapsed since i\Ir. \ickovieli reaclu'd 
Cabool, and my suspicions were from the first excited regarding his real character, 
I have been unable to discover anything to iiivali<lale the credentials which he 
brought, or to cast a doubt on liis being* other than lie gives himselt out, and this 
too after mucli vigilance and imjuiry. 


3. The first suspicious circumstance which occurred to me was tlie circuitous 
route by which he had arrive<l iu Cabool, when lie miglit have passed with smdi 
ease by Bokhara and Toorkistau to Cabool, a much nearer road, and one with which 
Mr Vickovich himself is in part familiar. It is, however, to be observed in the 
Ameers letter to the Emperor of Russia, that he seeks for an alliance such 
as Persia is favoured with, and it was but natural for the Uussiau Goyeniment to 
secure, in addition to letters from itself, an introduction from the Shah of i ersia, 
which Mr. Vickovich brought along with him. 


4. It uoxt occurred to me that the Persians, iu seekin^r to advance their objects m 
Afghanistan, had recourse to the expedient of getting up a Russian ^ 

despatch into this country, for it is quite cvidc-nt from various con vei^ations that 
I have had with well-informed individuals, that Persia lierself, and all her tnem s 
here, attribute the disconcertment of their plans to the presence of a Jlritish 
Mission in Cabool. Tliis view of the ease, however, li correct wmuic seriously 
commit the Shah of Persia, and prove his being a party concerned, for there is no 
doubt entertained of his Majesty’s “ rakeem being a genuine one, and the people 
of his country are of course much better judges of the authenticity of a letter 
from an eastern than an European ruler. ^ 

1— Sess. 2. P - * 
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5. Mr. Vickovich himself has experienced but little attention from the Ameer, 
and as yet received no reply to his communications. He has been accommodated 
in a part of a house Belonging to Mirza Sumee Khan, and is entertained at the 
public expense. He paid his respects to the Ameer on the 12th of January, or 
on New Year s day, old style, an<l has had no other personal intercourse with him. 
He has been urging the Ameer to send some agent to Count Simonitch to receive 
the presents of the Emperor. 

6. One circumstance which throws a little light on what is passing is exhibited 
in the annexed letter. It is a note from one of the agents of the Chief at 
Candahar to Mr. Vickovich, under the travelling name of Omar Khan, which 
Mr. Vickovich himself told mo he had adopted since entering Afghanistan ; the 
note was brought by one of my own messengers, and as he was unauthorisedly made 
the bearer of it, I took the liberty of detaining it, and seeing its contents. Ho 
seems at all events to have established a channel of communication at Candahar. 

7. In the absence of any immediate and apparent cause for an interference on 
the part of Russia in the alfairs of this country (for I cannot believe she contem- 
plates the invasion of it), explanation maybe perhaps souglit in what is passing 
in Europe and Persia. The British Government have done all in their power, 
and have further ))een aided by France, to check the growtli of Russian supremacy 
in Greece, Constantinople, and Tabrez, and in all of wliich they have succeeded. 
In Pei •sia, also, the zealous ability of our Ambassador has prevented the influence 
of Hussia being so paramount as she could desire, though it is much more 
paramount than could bo wished. Wo may naturally, therefore, infer that Russia, 
by her simultaneous ajipcaraiice in tliis new held, hopes to embarrass our measures 
and excite distrust ami suspicion of them. I venture to record these o])inions 
with great deference, and though they may prove of small value, I do not with- 
hold them, as tliey may ])erhaps f urnish a guide to solve the Russian intrigues 
now carrying on in Afghanistan. 

T have, &c, 

(signed) Alexander' Burnes, 

Cabool, 22 January 1838. 0» a Mission to Cabool. 


TransiLation ota Letter from Nuzur Mohanied Khan to the address of Mohonied Omar 
Khun {L e, Mr. Vickovich), Russian Agent, Elchee at Cabool. 

A. (h 

It is a lojig time since you liuve gone to Cabool, and you have never let me know about 
your welfare, the cause of which I trust will be satisfactory. 

1 beg you will give me an account of your transactions at Cabool at full length. 

If you liave any business or object to be accomplished in this place, write to me freely, 
and it will be done according to your satisfaction. 

(True translation.) 

(signed) Alexander Burnes, 

On a Mission to Cabool, 


(True copies.) 

(signed) H, Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India 
with the Governor General. 


and 3 . 


* To W- H. Macnaghten^ Esq., Secretary to the Governor General of India, 

Governor Generars Camp. 


I DO myself the honour to append, fur the information of the Right Honour- 
able the Governor General of India, throe letters explaining the progress made by 
the Persians in their attack on Herat. The intelligence is much more favourable 
than wluit I transmitted on the llih instant, and Kamran and his people seem to be 
making a gallant defence. The retreat of JSher Mohomed Khan Plnzara beyond the 
MoorgLab serves to explain the consternation in Toorkistan reported by Mr. Lord, 
but the elTect ol‘ it would ajipear to have lieen advantageous to Herat, since it has 

detached 
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detached a body of Persians, who confoss their roads to bo cut off in all directions 
but Meshid. 

2. The communication, No. 3, is a letter from Yiir Afaliomed Khan, the Vezier 
of Herat, to the Chief of Candahar, the original ol wUicli has been shown to me. 
From tlie document, which must be considered very authoiitie, tlie minister must 
be dispirited, for there is-a blood feud between Herat and Candahar, and he still 
implores assistance. 1 am, however, dispos('d to believe that the sole object of 
the communication Wiis to prevent the Candahar Sirdars joiniii^r l>ersia, of which 
Kamran is in more dread than of the Persians themselves. There is now no fear 
of this contingency, as appears in my letter of yesterday's date. 

3. There is yet another letter in Cabool stating that Kamran had written to his 
Soonee neighbours on the north to quicken their movements, or he would be com- 
pelled to accept the offers of the Firingeos (Europeans) to adjust his differences 
with Persia. The belief conso(|iieiit on this letter is, tliat it is Russian good 
offices he is to receive, but from what passed at Tehran, 1 infer that it is a 
mediation tendered by the British Government. 

I have, See. 

(signed) Alexander Burncs, 

Cabool, 22 January 1838. On a Mission to Cabool. 


No. 1. 

Tkanslatton of a Letter from Herat, from Bikload Khan Barukczyi', to the address of 
Sirdar Kohur Oil Khan, Chief of CJnndahar, dated 27th Ramzan, and received at Cabool on 
the 16th January IHSS, 22 days old. 


A.C. 

You had despatehed Mcer lln/ar Khan, a man of Sirdar Rahim Dil Khan, to pick up some 
information of Herat, which I write to you myself. 

The Persi.tn army is computed at 40, non men, out ol‘ which then.* are l.>,0()0 cavalry; the 
troops of Kamran only amount to Id, 000 ; 10, non Dooranee, and 5,000 of difieraiiL tribes, 
and th(‘ battle is every day bi'tween them, 'fwo gates ol tlu' city au; opened, and the ollu'rs 
blocked up. We caught 1,000 caim ls ol the Persians loaded with provisions and gun- 
powder, which w'e tlin;w in the water. We attack their haltt'ries cveay day, and hrmg 
ill tlieir mules, jionies, iS^e., as booty. TIu* Rm’senis ar<‘ vi'ry nnu'ii distress'd. 

The llazarahs are on thciiver of Rai.i Moorghab, and s<iv ibey aie eoining to assist us, 
but none of them have as yet .shown themselvi's. 

Six thousand troops of tin; Tynuinees are come to Obeli to assist M'S, but Slmins(>odd('en 
Khan wiili 10,000 Persian eavuliy, went to check their progress; on thk Yar Mahomed 
Khan, with 2,000 good horsemen, went out and oveiiook Sliumsooddeen. I'liey fonglit, ind 
many fell on both sides. He and Yar IVlalioined came buck to Herat. I he lyniuiiecs arc 
yet at Obeli. 

The 20 000 tarnilies of the Afghans who occupy the country ol IL'rat have their eyes 

- ’ .A . . I i !■ I • /• 



The Persians 
Three sons 


at (ilioiian. 

IS siMit to them a message 


IS procured two lacs rupees in cash, and much com, ik’c., 

-..sol' Kamran aro at Funahainl 01)0 111 Kloyar ; Kaiiiraii lia 
with Ibrahim, that ihoy slionld <?o and moot you (the Sirdais) at Bnkwa, d y.m come from 
Candahar, and also go to Giirziintr, for it is impossihle for us to oppose the enemy m two 
forts and be besieged in two places. 


(True translation.) 

(signed) 


Alexander Barnes, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


No. 2. ' 

Extract of a Letter from Sirdar Mihr Dil Khan to the Ameer of Cahoo), received 

ir> January 1H3H. 

Yesterday the 9th of Shavul, is days ago, Syud Tak Khan came from Herat, and gave 

^'’ihe Per^LThavc dned up the water of the ditch of Herat, then tilled it with w^d &c. 
to enable them to ascend the walls. When the cti/.ens saw this, they burned some oded cloth 
and threw it on the wood in the ditch, which w.is reduced to ashes. 1 he endeavouts of tlio 
Persians to fiilup the ditch were useless. A.fter tins tlie Persi.ro camp was attacked cvmy 
night; on the first, the people of Herat killed about 40 or -.0 Persians, and b,.„ugh a iiooty ot «< 
matchlocks; on the second, 10 matchlocks, and they massacred lo soldiers. Ihe third iiig^U 
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Mie expedition was undertaken by the son of Kurnal Alokezye, who was at the head of 
100 men ; he killed many Persians, and brought with him one of the guns, which he threw in 
the ditch. The people of Herat attacked the Persian camp for eight successive nights, and 
dammed up the cut in the ditch to fill it with water again. The citizens were quite hopeless 
for 12 days, but have now regained their spirits. Some Persians are every day taken 
prisoners. 

Intelligence was brought to Yar Mahomed Khan at Herat, that the provisions are coming 
from Meshid to the Persian camp. On this he sent 600 horsemen, who intercepted the pro- 
visions, and took 100 Persians prisoners, besides those they killed in opposition. The vic- 
torious Afghans possessed 600 camels along with 100 ponies loaded with ammunition, 
l)urnt the gunpowder, and threw away the lead. After this they came back to Herat 

Slier Mahomed Khan Hazarah bravely opposed the Persians who went to fight with him 
in his country. He left his fort or killah now, and crossed the river Moorghtd) ; the Per- 
sians followed him, and after a halt of eight days on the bank, forded the river to overtake 
Sher Mahomed Khan. After being joined by the people of Mairaumee he opposed the Per- 
sians, and harassed them very much. The Persians have written to Mahomed Shah about 
their sad condition, and asked him to give them leave to go to Meshid, otherwise they will 
all lose tlieir lives. 

Shumsooddeen Khan, who had lately gone over to the Persians, deceived the Syuds, who 
were opposing the Persians in the fort called Nujufee. They came out of the fort. He 
imprisoned 40 Syuds and then advanced to Shuflan to bring the provisions. The head men 
of Tymumee tribe, who were coming to assist Kainran, met him, and a battle ensued between 
them ; they killed 10 of his men and took back 100 mules to Herat. 

Sher Mohiimed Khan along with Mahomed Halim is a prisoner iiTthe Persian camp, and 
their families are still at Ghorian. 

(True extract.) 

(signed) Alexander Burnes. 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


No. 3. 

Tuanslation of a Letter from Mohamcd Khan, the Yezier of Kamran, to the address of 

the Candahar Chiefs. 


A.C. 

In religious transactions, it is incumbent on the faithful to forget internal animosities, and 
annihilate the enemies of Islam. Now the enemies of true religion, as well as of the honour 
of all Mussulmans, hoping to in jure the believers of Mahomed, have come to conquer Herat. 
It is reported that this enemy will not be satisfied by possessing Herat and ruining us, but 
as he knows Herat to be the foundation and key, he has therefore first resolved to snatch it 
from our hands. God forbid that these infidels (Persian) should become the masters of 
Herat, if so, it is to be feared that they will cause the destruction of all these countries of 
Islam. Besides this, all the Dooranee nation is connected with Herat, and the time is come 
that we should put away internal difi’erences, unite, and boldly drive the enemy from the 
countiy, and not destroy ourselves by disunion. 


You should imitate the Shah of Bhokara and Khorasan, the people of Toorkistan and the 
Toorkmans who are coming to gain the honour ofmartyrdom. Before their arrival it would 
be advisable tliat all the religious brothers should unite, the number of 30 or 40,000 people, 
and drown themselves in the blood of the enemy. 


By the grace of God, and the activity of the champions of faith, it is hoped that the enemy 
will not be able to take Herat, but it was incumbent cn me to inform you of this critical event, 
and I have sent with this letter the respectable (jufoor Khan and Syud Aga, to explain to 
you fully, that you may not blame me hereafter. It depends on your own pleasure to come 
or not, for every thing will happen according to the decrees of God. 

1 beg you to behave in such a manner as not to lose the country of the Dooranees, or I 
should not write to you this. Come quickly and save the honour of the nation. 


(True translation.) 

(signed) Alexander Burnes, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


(True copies.) 

(signed) H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India 
with the Governor General. 
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lo H' , H. Macnaghten, Esq., Secretary to the Governor General of India, 

Governor General’s Camp. 

Sir, 

I HAVE now the honour to transmit, for the information of the Right Honourable 
the Governor General of India, a reply to my last comnmnicatiun to the Chiefs of 
Candahar, and a further illustration of the hopes and feai’s of those pcrsona^^es, as 
explained in a letter from Sirdar Mi hr Oil Khan to his brother the Ameer. ^ 

2. These communications will bo viewed as satisfactory since they both 
exhibit a further change for the better in the minds of the Candahar Sirdars. 
They have fully seen the futility of the treaty tendered to tliem hy the 
Persian elchee, and their last communication with tlie Shah regarding Gliorian 
bears no other construction tlian a wisli to avert the evils of too precipitate a 
break with his Majesty, who, of course, would never surrender Ghorian to tlio 
Chiets of Candahar, and which will, I trust, for ever terminate their intercourse 
with Persia. It will also bo seen that they no longer expect the security of the 
English Ambassador (well knowing that would not ])c granted), and that they ask 
only that of Russia ; this is the flaw wliich I pointed out in their first treaty. 

3. There is also no chance of its being necessary to aid the fdiicfs of Candahar 
in resisting Persia, for they wall receive through Mr. Leech a clear explanation of 
our policy, and have, as I hojie, the good sense to remain quiet. Hy my last 
accounts Mr. Leech was close on Candahar, and his ajiproacli had given great 
satisfaction. The anxiety to meet an agent of tlu‘ British Government is again 
forcibly depicted in the lettm^ of Mihr Dil Khan to the Ameer; and from the 
tender of our pecuniary aid, ayo may claim their gratitude, and consequent yielding 
to our wdshes. 

4. I would also draw particular attention to the contents of tlie letter from 
Mihr Dil Khan to the Ameer, which has had the eflect of renewing tlie intercourse 
between the families at Cabool and Candahar, and naturally gi\en high satisfaction 
to Dost Mahummud Khan, since he has brought over his brothers to his own 
view of the case, and the bad )K)licy of turning to Persia so long as a hopii ('xists 
from tho British Government in India. As Air as Persia is (;oneerned, and the 
increase of our influence liere, this intelligence is Tiiost iavoiirable. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) AUwiUfdcr liHr?trSf 

Cabool, 21 January 1838, On a Mission to Cabool. 


No 1. 

Translation of a Letter from vSirdar Mihr I)d Khan, of Candahar, to the address ot the 
Ameer of Cabool, received 15 January 

A. C. 

Your kind letter has i cached me, and I was doliglited to road it. Yon wrote to inc that 
nothinw has been vet settled with Mr. Burm s, and yon will not hid to mforin us ol the set- 
tlement which may take place hereafter. You fmti.er (old mo that it is an impo.tant tune 
and requires great deliberation to weigh the maUers, and that I tlionld also come to consult 
with voii on the subject. On tho airaugeraent which you may make with Mr. Burncs, 1 beg 
to say, that you have more ability to carry through the husmess than any other man, and 
nobody can make objections to (he airangements you may make with him about the welfaio 
of the^ Afghan Government. Believe me that I will never lad keep we 1 witli you, ai d 
do every stvice to satisfy you as long as I live. We have not soiu Mohomed Omar Ivhan to 
the Shah in company will/ Kiimbor Ali Khan, for all (lie arrangements ho had inade with us 
have proved false. L told us that the ishah would not move Iromlehran until 
us wit^h troops and money to take Herat, which we were to keep in our possession. Now the 
Shah has taken Ghorian, and besieged the city of Herat in person, which is all contrary to 

the articles of the treaty made with Kunih. r All Khan. MMl.on.orl SteBi 

We have desired Kumber Ali Khan, without his baggage, to proci ed to Mahomed Miah, 
and sent Ali Dad Khan Bux Dooraiie along with him on our part. We have sent ar inessaoe 
to the Shah that his Majesty has thoroughly contradicted the anangeinenls which ns 
agent Ser Ali, had ii.ade^ with us, and that if his Majesty is stdl desirous to keep up 
friendship with us, he should deliver Ghorian in our possession leave troops and money 
in our charge, the Russian agent at Herat being; the security for ^ ‘ ‘f’ 
to Meshid. If all this is^ done, the Sirdars will proceed to take Hciat, and thence send 

Mohained Omar Khan to his Majesty. Kumber 

l~Sess. 2. 4 
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Kumber Ali Khan has promised to send an answer to the above message during the course 
of a month, out of which there are eight days more renuiiniug. I will let you know if any 
fresh intelligence comes here. 

1 beg you will inform me of what arrangements you have made with Mr. Burnes; in case 
nothing is yet done, then there is no necessity tor any of us coming to Cabool as you 
write. 

The respectable Kohin Dil has asked Mr. Burnes to come himself, or send any of the 
oflicers with him to Candahar, that wo may learn each other’s object; it will be no harm if 
you endeavour to induce Mr. Burnes to do so. 


No. 2. 

Tuanhlation of a Letter from tile Sirdars of Candahar, Kohin Dil, Rahim Dil, and Milir 

Dil Khan, Chiefs of Candahar, to tlie address of Captain Burnes, received at Cabool, 

U' January 1838. 

A. C. 

We have received your kind let((‘r with pleasure, and nndeistood its contents. 

You have written to us about sending Mohoined Omar Khan to Mohomed Shah, told us 
that the Afghans and Persians have neveu* heen friends, and the British (lovernment is the 
well-wisher of the Afghans, and would furnish means to keep off’ the enemy (Kajars) from 
Afghanistan; that you with the Ameer would also come here in case the Kajars take TTeiat, 
and advance on Candahar, which will be beneficial to us; and in that case 1 should consider 
myself altaelicd to the English Government, fn reply, we have the pleasure to write to you 
as follows. 

Our object iii sending Mobomed Omar Khan to Persia, was to keep off Mahomed Shah, 
to ruin Kamran, and to make ourselves the masters of Ifi'rat ; it was not from fear that his 
Majesty would invade (’undahar. I have now postponed the departure of Mohomed Omar 
Khan, hoping that evil will befall Kamran. 

There are many things which we cannot write in this letter, they depend on an interview 
with you. 

1 trust that the English Government, and also yourself, arc the welPwislier of the Afghans, 
and wish good to our family ; but we have not yet come to know each other’s object as they 
ought to be. If you have leisure come yourself, or semi one of your trusty men to this 
quarter, and we shall sp(*ak minutely on the matter. 

If your Govornmoiit wall do us the oHices, according to our station, then we will consider 
ourselves attaolied to the welfare of the British Government. 

(True translation.) 

(signed) Alex, Burnes^ 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


(True copies.) 

(signed) II. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India 
with the Governor General. 


'Jo IF. //. A'lacnaghten, Esq., Secretary to the Governor General of India, 
Governor GeiieraPs Camp. 


Sir, 

[l HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 25tli of 
Novcinber and 2d of l)eceinl)(‘r last, which reached me about the same time, and 
conveyed the view's of the Right Honourable the Governor GcneralJ regarding 
the overtures made by Dost Mahomed Khan for adjusting his differences with the 
Siklis, and the apprehension that the Maharaja would not be disposed to surrender 
'Peeliawur on lliose terms, but be more likely to restore it to Sooltan Mohomed 
Khan, its former governor. I lost no time in making knowm these circumstances 
[as well as the sentiments of his Lordshij) on themj, and the policy which it 
would be advisable for the ruler of Cabool to pursue. 


2. After listening with considerable attention to what I impressed upon him, 
the Ameer proceeded to iiiako his own comments on what was recommended. 
He said that he felt satisfied that the British Government wis actuated by the 
most pure and upright motives in making known its sympathy with the sufferings 

of 
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of tlie Afglian nation, and that, in seeking to apply some remedy to them, it 
only followed the generous course for which it was celebrated throiifjliont; Asia; 
that there were, however, obstaeles and objections to what Inid bc^en recom- 
mended, which [the (lovcrninent of India niiglit not know, and which J it b(‘- 
Iioved him to unfold [for its deliberation^ before any adjustment of diflerencis, 
on such terms, was carried into effect. 

3. “ In offering to render tribute, horses, and apology to Runjeet Sing, and to 
hold Peshawnr under liim,” continued he, I was actuated hy no inotivoof hostility 
to Sooltan Mohoined Khan ; he is my brother, ami tlioiigli we have differed, the 
rancour is on his side, and noton mine. I stated that I would S(‘cure to him and 
his brothers the Jagheers they enjoy, and this, with what would have to bi' paid, 
would not have reiuku-ed it a very profitable appendage to my power; but these 
\vere precautionary measures to secure myself in Cabool and prevent injury 
befalling me. Of Runjeet Sings ])ower to invade me in Cabool I have* littU' fear; 
of his power to injure me if ho reinstates Sooltan Mahomed Khan in the* 
government of that city, 1 have great apprehension, for in it 1 see a Mohomedan 
ruler instead of a Sikli ; and had the Maharaja been more conversant with tlie 
politics of Afghanistan, and bent on my destruction, he might liavc, cre this, 
succeeded, had he not displaced Sooltan Mohomed Khan from Peshawnr, and 
supplied him with funds to corrupt those about me who arc inimical, and (Mivy 
the rise to my j)reseiit elevation.” 

4. “ At the present time many of the chiefs wlio belong to Peshawnr and the ir 

retainers are subsisted hy me. Ihey bav(‘ (h'd from tb(‘ir country on its invasion 
by the enemies of our religion, and on my brother hccoiniiig a sci‘\ant to tlicm. 
It cannot be supposed, witli my limitc d rcvemi(‘s, tl)at I can <‘ith('r give to th(‘sc 
persons what they an' entitled to or nhat tlaw n'ceived in their own eonnlry; hut, 
at this moment,* r expemd about 90,()()() nif)ees aunually in gisjug tln'iii ))ivad. 
When Peshawnr is restored these in(livi(luals will, ot course, leava.* im* , and, 
along with them, will proceed every one ^vho may tak(^ ofleuce at bis meiits not 
beiim' appreciated as Ik* consid('rs tlu‘y dc'stuve; and thus, instca.l of being freed 
froiiT enemies, 1 shall be lowered among my countrymen far ))el()w my ]>resent 
situation, and far from being fre(‘ from danovr, as at present, liaAV that situation 
most certainly endangered. 1 think, therefore, that I s(‘e in tin' contemplated 
plans for altering the arrang('ment for governing Pt'sliawiir a rectification of tin' 
errors of the ruler of Lahore, and that his dc'signs are sinister, and his ol)ieet to 
draw the British (ioveriiineiit unawares into them. ’ i i 

5 “ In the friendly expression of the feelings entertained towards the Afghans 
bv the British Government, I see clearly that it would not iiermit its(']f to be 
made a party to my <lcstruetion. If you are not disposi'd to streiigtb(*ii luy liaiids, 
and raise me above the rank which 1 at present cmjoy it cannot he your miention, 
with offers of svmpathv, to King about my ruin. On that ]M>inl I am at caM- ; 
but in separating us all* one from other, in seeking b> keep the chiefs rom being 
dependent on one another, you are certainly neutralising^ the pouer of the Afghan 
nation and sowimv the seeds of future dissension. Yonr uhjee is to pK'Neii 
hal vou ^vilI .event goo.l ; you will secure to ycuselves the ,ntt„u,h,- .>t 

Peshawnr, of the Kuwolzves, the Kliuttuks, mu! the tnl.es near tl.e lu.lus; hut as 

or uyse It; vou open a t.ew door of iut.ioue t.jtau.st u.e, au.l, as you saw ...jury 
^ ‘ e front tl.e Chief of ( 'mulaiiar c.ter...- on m. alhm.ee with Persia, f 

Sooltan Mahomed Khan, when resloivd to his clm Miii) of 


likely to accrue 
SCO injury to myself in 


Peshawar beiu'-^ in allimice with Lal.o.e; and above all what sc>eurity an. I to 
S tlat’tho chiefs of Peshawnr and Ca.ulahar will not jo.u to ...jure tuc. and he 

0 ...™, a, .a ,ai.. 


that it would ill tally 


with its wishes to find new causes of (luarrel arise con- 
.'twei’ii the Siklis and Afghans ; that as 



Terences exisin g ofPeshawur to Sooltan Mahomed Khan was positively 

belief that the restoi at.^ decidedly that ue had no such 

injurious to no measures of such a tendency. 1 then 

pSedC the various ^dvm.tages whidr 

?r;to himself, on ^ having contrih..ted by his demined 
1-Ses8. 2. ' 
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opposition to the release of his brothers, their wives and their children from ttre 
Ijjiiids of the Sikhs ; to have once more in possession of the family the burying* 
[)lace (»f its ancestors, and to hear «a^ain, in a country inhabited l)y Mahomedans, 
the summons to prayer (izan), and secure tlie permission to follow the usages of 
Islam, and their mosques from defilement and sp<;liation. 

7. Giving c‘very \N('ight to wliat had been urged, I proceeded to lay before him 
(the y\meer) the positive advantages derivable from an altered state of things in 
Peshawur. The number of troops entertained by yon v\ ill become unneeessarv ; 
your increased exactions from the merchant and the cultivators will '^case, h(‘cause 
war with the Siklis will uo longer engage yotir attention ; decrease of expense wdll 
be tantamount to increase oi‘ revenue, your resources will be improved, your power 
concentrated and strengthened ; and as to the charge brought forward of our 
raising up many chiefs in Afghanistan, Ik' vas to recollect that those ehiefs were 
his brothers, that Candahar, (- tbool, and Peshawar w’ou Id thus be in tlie possession 
of one family, the sons of one father, who had a common interest against the 
enemies of tlieir house, and whose family differences, wdiatever they were, might 
be made to disap])ear when they ceased to he threatc'ued by a powerful ruler like 
Maha»nja Runjeet Sing ; tliat as to the neutralisation of the Afglian nation of w hich 
li(' com})lain(‘d, it was certainly no ])art of the policy of the Hritish Government to 
injure any of the pres(‘nt holders of power in this country more than Irimscdf, and 
that w e looked to the gc'iieral good of all parlies ; that the A moor no doubt under- 
stood better than we did what injured and what avaih d him, but it appeared to me 
that he had too exaggerated a view- of Runjeet Sings designs and that it would 
certainly be taken into the Governor Generars consideration, if this subje«'t pro- 
ceeded further, how^ far h(‘ s1n)uld rec(uve se curity against the plans of Laliore to 
be compassed by means of Ids brotlnn* in Peshawuir, and also the nature of the 
coiniteracti(*u which would bo used to ju-evemt his brolluTS at Peshawur and 
Candahar combining to do Iiim injury.] 

8. 'I'o this Dost Mahomed Khan nqdied, tliat there Avere no doubt many 
advantages in prosjw'ct, and that (he arguments adduced had ])otIi foundation 
and solidity, hut that th.e advaTitages wa're eliiedly on (lie side of othqrs ; that he 
had hitlierto boon able to stand on the dehmsive against Runjeet Sing, and to do 
it with some effect; that that ruler's with el rawal Avas more nqnrie)iis to him, on the 
teims pro])osed, than his continnaiiee at Peshawur; that he hiinsedf tioav rewiveil 
aelegre^e of re^spe^*! which he‘ could them no longer e*ommaiiel, anel iliat it was beater 
lo le'ave tilings as thew were*, in th<‘ hopes e)r some' future change, than to shackle 
hinisedf by being party to an arrangemuM.t ANhieh eiiel him little good and seemoel 
fraught with elanger, and in return for which tilings might be expeoteid of him 
which IjcAvould not peifoiin. ‘'Pe^sliaAvur." said he', ‘Mms been conepu'iod by the Sikhs; 
it belongs tei them, tlie*y may givo it to AvhoeveT they please ; if to Soedtau Maho- 
med Khan, tluT jdace it in the hands of one who is bent on injuring me, and I 
cannot therefore' acknoAV I e^dge any degree of gratitude for your interfen'iice, or take 
upon myself to render si'cvice's iu return. admit that it will be highly bene- 
ficial, in many ways, lo se'c the Sikhs ouem more eastward of the^ Indus, but I still 
(*an (lispe'ii'-e with none' of my troops or my jiree'autiemary measures, as oejual, if 
not greater fmxieties A^dll attach to nit'. 1 ha\e unbeisoirie'd mvself to you, anel 
laid hare, A\ithe)ut any suppression, my eiiifiemltics. I sliall bear in liAmly reiiiem- 
iiraiiee the inteneied gemd offices of the British Government, and I shall deploim 
that my interests did neit permit me to accept Avliat Avas tende^red in a spirit so 
friendly, but Avhicl), to me and my aehdsers, has only see^med hasteming my min. 
To Runjci't Sing your interference is he nedicial, as he finds hiinselt involved in 
senious difficulties by the jiossession of Peshawur, ami he is too glad of your good 
offices to escape from a place which is a burthen to his hnanccs; but by that t'scajie 
a elebt of gratitude' is exact ibie freun him and not from mc', and if your Goveru- 
n;eni will look into this matter they Avill soon discover my opinions to be fir from 
groundless, anel my r»onclusions the' only safe policy which 1 can pursue.’'] 

9. The NaAvah Jubbar Khan followe d his brother, and said that it was undoubtedly 
true that the AmeeT had not mistaken the evils wliie h might ensue to himself 
ft*om the entire n'storalion of Pe'shawur to Sooltan Mahomed Khan ; but that 
the Afghan naiioii cemid not afford to lose the sympathy which had been exhi- 
bited by the British (hivornment, and an arrangement might be made on the basis 
of a treaty wliieh Runjeet Sing had onee entered into witii the Ameer and his 
decoa-ed brother, Yar Mahomed Khan, which W'as to divide PeshaAvur betAveeu 
them, and receive equally at their hands a fixed tribute. Such an arrangement 

might 
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ini^'ht nou be made, and the Ameer Avould be irec irom fear of injury, and Run- 
jeot Sin^ receive from him and feooltaii Malionied Khan conjunctlv tlie amount 
on which he wai< disposed to surrender it. Thi' Ameer added, tluit such an 
arran^rement would remove his fears, and he vliould wish no other person placed 
tile? ' but the NaAvab himselt, and one or two ot his own a^'eiits uiuler liiiii. 
^Ihese observations, comiuLt h*om the Niiwab ,lubl)ar Kliaii, are tlie more remark- 
able, since he is devoted to his brother, Sooltan Mahomed Khan, and would 
rejoice to see him restored to Pe^hawur. They consecpumtlv carrii'd with nu' a 
conviction that the Ameerks fears ar(‘ not ,i»Toimdle.ss, ami that tlu‘y will de>erve 
all rlue consideration before' Government enters upon any measures* for attaching 
this chief to its interests.] 

10. To the proposidou of the Nuwab, and the ohservations of the Ame('r which 
followefl n])on it, J made no fmtlu*r nmiark than that plan would also b(' 
taken into consideration ; but before procemling further it was incumbent on nu' 
to ask one categorical (piestiou. [l had stated that the British Government con- 
sidered itself conlerriiig an everlasting favour on the Af^ihim n ition bv prevailing 
on the Sikhs t(> withdraw from Ibis side the Indus; ihat I, who ha<l secMitluH 
country, considercM] this act as one of the greatc'sl nossible bh'ssings which co(ihi 
happen to this j'leople. I bad, however, lu'ard from tlu' Anu'er that he did not 
appreciate this service as we di-l, and] was 1 [|then] to consider that he would 
rather have' the Sikhs in Peshawur, f^vith all their exercise of prejudice, ami all 
the disgrace that il entailed,] in pnd’ercnce to Sooltan IVlaliomed Khan’s being 
restored to liis government in that city. 

1 1 The Ame(‘r replied that this was certainly placing the matter in an (*xtreme 
lights and that he found a diOicnlty in :insw('ring the qm'stion ; ^he admitt(*d 
fnllv th(' advantages of g(‘ttirig rid of the Sikhs, ami was fir from depn'eiating 
tlie good offices of rcmoAubig them if it could be done, but] he would can(li<lly 
ask in return, if fht^ mode of accom]>li^hing an a( t gtMU'rally beneficial wereprovi d 
to be <letrimental to liirnself, who bad tin' most substantial share of powc'r in tin.* 
Afghan dominions at this time, could it bo said to Ix' applying a remedy to the 
difficulties under which the Afghans l.ibonrod ; and if in r<*turn for it the British 
Government could reckon on Iho'-e acts which all powi i s naturally looked to in 
return for benefits conferred : — “ 1 ask youiiot to aid nu' in aciiieving a sni)remacy 
liiroughont this country, but I <lo ask to be allo\v(‘d to stand in the position in which 
jxyii have found me; if 1 can be prot(*cted from intrigues in Beshawur, I will then 
consider myself benefited ; but without such a plan as that which the Nuwab has 
stated, or some such other that places a Baruk/ve iheie, which the Governor 
(General must (}evis(‘. I foresee (nils wliicli cannot have entered into the minds of 
those who arc my w< 11-wisliers. ’ 

12. p' As an Uistaiice in point, I have at this ’momeut been mach^ ac(|uaint(.Ml 
with an intrigm* that has originated in Ib'sbawur, ami, as 1 bi'li(‘V(‘, with Ruiijeet 
Sing, which will convey to \onr (jlovermnent juster notions than any ex]»ressioris 
of oeneral a])pr('lieiisioii. Sooltan Mahomed Khan lui> just sf'iit an agent to lh(‘ 
ex-ki!ig at iiodiana to oiler bis services to combim‘ against nu', ami to secure my 
brothers at Camlaharin sufiport of this coalition. Wliat seeniity am I to rectdvc 
against a reenrnmee of such practice's As for the e x-King liimsc'lf, I fear him 
not* ho has b('en too ofttm worsted to make head here, niiiess lie has aid from 
the British Government, which I am now pretty certain he will never n^cefvv. 
If my brotlier at Pediawur, Iioweve'r, nmler a promise ot being made Ins mmisl(‘r, 
and assisted with Sikh agc'iicy and nmnc'y, appews in tin' field, I may hnd, in 
expressing my satisfaction at his restoration to Peshawnr, that I have hee^i jda-mg 
a snake; in mv bosom, and I may then, wlicn too late, laimmt that 1 did not let 
the Sikhs do their worst, instead of replacing them by another description ot 

13^1 haw thus nlaeod hclbro tlie lii^jht Honoiirahle the (iovemor (ienorai the 
opinions and vie^s entertained l)y the rider of Cahool. and the nature of the 
arguments which I have opposed tliein. [it lias appeared to me that they call 
for much .ieliberatiou It will be seen that this chief is not bent on possessing 
Peshawnr, or in gratifying at. enmity towards his hnitlier.-, I.ut s.m,4y purs.u.ig 
the worldly maxim of securing himself from injury ll.e arguments wind, he has 
adduced seen deserving of every consideration, and tlie more so when an avowed 
partisan of Sooltan Mahomed Khan does not deny Ameers 

Ehjections. It will be for his Lordship to judge henv far he British Oovernn.ent 
will- agree to interference, through its agents, that will pievent the Chief of 
I_Sess. 2. « Peshawur 
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Peshawur from caballing against his brother in Cabool ; and if this could not be 
brought about bv the plan suggested, of placing the Nuwab Jubbar Khan there on 
the part of the Ameer, and on the terms proposed. It would give Runjeet Sing 
tribute from both the Ameer and Sooltan Mahomed Khan, and thus gratify him, 
while the known good feeling of the Nuwab towards the British. Government 
would give confidence to Runjeet Sing in the arrangement, and secure to the 
British a great reputation in these countries. In the event of this arrangement 
being also rejected, it does certainly appear to me that we are bound, in some 
way, to protect the Ameer from .the cabals of Peshawur and Candahar, without 
wliicli this cuuntiy will become a scene of strife*, injurious alike to our commerce 
and our politics. Those chiefs will' acknowledge tlic ruler of Cabool as the head 
of the family, and respect him accordingly ; but they do not admit being depen- 
dent on him, nor is it desirable to make them so. If we stand aloof and do not 
encourage Runjeet Sing to secede, the Ameer of Cabool will hold his present 
ground, since he is the most powerful of his family. If we interfere we endanger 
his supremacy, such as it is ; and, consequently, it seems incumbent on us to prevent 
such interference being detrimental. 

14. Under such circumstances, it might be urged that all interference had 
better be avoided ; but this, as it appears to me, would be, under the existing 
state of things, a very doubtful line of policy, unless it is intended to put forth the 
ex-King at Loodiana, secure through him a footing in these countries, and sweep 
the present rulers from their authority, which has happily never been contemplated. 
Besides the very questionable nature of such a proceeding, it would not gain the 
objects of Govcriiirient, for we should then be unable to balance one chiefship 
against another; and, though we might be sure of him wliom we advanced to the 
throne of his fathers, we may experience in his successor all the evils of a powerful 
Mahomcdaii neighbour. With thcBarukzye family in the ihrce eastern divisions 
of Afghanistan, we have to deal, as it were, with but one house, and we have the 
certainty of their goodwill and service.s for these good offices, which will keep 
them stable as they are, and prevent their injuring each other. In time, when one 
chief found that he could not destroy another, the family differences will be allayed, 
and we shall thus fuse into one mass materials which are less incoherent than 
they appear, and have all that is wished on this important frontier of our Indian 
empire. 

15. I haye not hesitated, while reporting on a question of this magnitude, to 
give expression to sentiments which have been adopted after much reflection on 
tlie scene of these distractions. Since arriving here, I have seen an agent of 
Persia, Avith alluring promises, after penetrating as far as Candahar, compelled to 
quit the country b( cause no one was sent to invite him to Cabool. Following 
him, an agent of Hussia, with letters highly complimentary and promises more 
than substantial, has experienced no more civility than is due by the laws of hos- 
pitality ami nations. It may be urged by some that the offers of one or both 
were fallacious ; but such a dictum is certainly premature, and the Ameer of 
Cal) 0 ()l has souglit no aid in Ids arguments from such offers, but declared that his 
interests are wound up in an alliance with the British Government, which he will 
never desert w'hile there is a liojic of securing one. It is evident, therefore, that 
ill this chief we have one Avho is ready to meet us ; and from what is passing in 
(Central Asia at this moment, it is anything but dt'sirable to exhibit indifference 
to the solicitations of on(‘ whose position makes him courted, and whom aid inay 
i\ ndcr powerful for or against us. 

If). As this letter contains mattery which may materially affect an adjustment 
of the diffenmees between the Sikhs and Afghans, I have sent a copy of it 
specially to Captain Wade. I am not in possession of his letter to you, handing 
up the first overtures of the Ameer of Cabool, and I cannot in consequence give 
my seutiiuen s thereon, which will be received ns an apology for my not having- 
touched upon them in ihis letter. Captain Wade and myself have, I am sure, 
but one object, which is to gain the ends of Government by using our most 
strenuous endeavours respectively at Lahore and Cabool ; but I most respectfully 
entreat that Dost Mahomed Khan’s views be subjected to strict scrutiny before 
they are pronounced to be a mere “ gratification of bis personal resentments.’’ 
Did I l)elieve so, I Avould not transmit this letter ; but this chief is perfectly aware 
of the policy that we liave marked out for ourselves in this country, and his 
conduct has been already, in some degree, put to the test by Persia and Russia. 
With regard to the latter, the importance of it has now become manifest by the 

arrival 
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arrival of an express from thcBombayGovernment, conveying to mo the Despatches 
of our Ambassador in Persia, which prove all previous conjectures to be well 
founded, and that Mr. Vickovitch is what he has given himself out, an agent from 
the Emperor of Russia. 'Ihe necessity for a good uuderstanding with this chief 
has thus become more tlian ever apparent, tis the dangers fruin such an alliance 
are now no longer imaginary, but fairly develoitcd. 

J 7. I have Just received a letter, as I finish this, from the Ameer to the 
Governor General, which I enclose, with its translation.] 

I have, &c. 

(signed) A. Bitrnes, 

Cabool, 26 January 1838. On a Mission to Cabool. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India 
with the Governor General. 


To W, 11. Macyiaghten, Esquire, Secretary to the Governor General of India, 

Governor General’s Cami). 

Sir, 

I DO myself the honcTUr to transmit, for the information of the Right Honour- 
able the Governor General, ihe accompanying letter, dated the 18th instant, 
from Lieutenant l^eech, at Candahar, reporting his proceedings at that city. 

[The clear and judicious mode in which that office r has unfolded to the chiefs 
the views which the Government entertain regarding tliem will, 1 doubt not, 
prove very satisfactory ; and 1 have assured Mr. Leech tliat he has entirely 
acted up to the spirit of the instr\ictions which he received from me.J 

2. With reference to [the third and fourth paras.] of the letter now for- 
warded, his Lordship will see a further confirmation of the vi(‘ws put forth [in 
my letter of the 20th of October last], regarding the commercial advantages 
contemplated by Russia in establishing her influence over Herat and Candahar. 
That the correspondence with the R^ussian Ambassador entirely related to 
commerce, I have lately discovered the best grounds for di.^helieving ; for it 
«eems that the Sirdars of Candahar sent blank letters by their agent, with their 
seals affixed, to Tehran, and requested Abbas Khan to have tluun filled up in a 
manner that would do them most service with Russia ; and eertainly if a 
Russian resident being located at (’andaliar is the result of these communica- 
tions, the widest latitude has been taken in filling them up. 

3. The report which Mr. Leech gives of the communications made by Captain 
Vickovitch, on his passing through Candahar, is important, as we now know 
what has passed there as well as in Cabool, It has occurred to me that what- 
ever be the ulterior views of Russia in these countries, the immediate design of 
sending this Russian agent to Afghanistan was to prevent our thwarting the 
present Persian expedition on Herat by leading tlie Afghans in a body lo 
render assistance. It is known to Russia that there is a Rritisli mission in this 
country ; and if it had acted thus, as they supposed, the attack on Herat would 
have been liopeless. The n'ports of having strengthened the d( tachments east 
of the Caspian, and of Persia being protected hy Russia in the Shah’s abserice, 
have been widely spread by Mr. Vickovitch, and countenance the opinion 
above given. 

[4. From a passage in a private letter of Mr. Lt^ch to myself it is not impro- 
bable, in the course of his intercourse with the chie fs of Candahar, that they 
will try and revive their claim on Shikarpoor, in Sinde, which they held some 
years ago. I have written to Lieutenant Leech to give an unqualified negative 
to the daim immediately it is raised, and to inform them that Sinde is under 
British protection. This will have the eflect of showing to them and their 
Russian correspondents, if they still have such, that our influence extends doser 
upon them than they might have supposed. /r • 

5. With reference to Shikarpoor, I am aware that the state of affairs on the 
Indus prevented ns, with a due regard for national character, from accepting 
the tender made by the Amirs of Sinde to station an agent there in 1835, and 
i*epeated in 183G ; but could the presence of an agent, it troops were objection- 
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able in that neighbourhood, be secured, it would prove highly beneficial to our 
commercial plans, and the tranquillity of the countries bordering on the Indus, 
and shut up at the same time a means of intrigue by a city which is justly con- 
sidered one of the “Gates of Khorasan.” 

6. 1 am sorry to perceive that the chiefs of Candahar have taken alarm at 
LieuU'iiant Pottinger's presence in Herat. I had previously had the same 
report made to me; but 1 have Jio doubt Lieutenanr, Leech will remove it by 
a candid statement of the circumstances, that 1 did send money and letters to 
that officer, who was surprised whih* residing in Herat by the arrival of the 
Persians, and detained in con^ec^uencc. 

7- The late intdligemje of Herat is satisfactory and encouraging. 

I have, ^' 0 . 

Caboal, 29 January 1838. (signed) Aie,v. Ihirnes, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 

r.S . — 2 Febiuary 1838. As this pac^ket is being despatclied, your letter of 
the 27 th t)f l)ee(‘inl)(‘r has just rocudied me. It is satisfactory to think that 
in deputing Li(‘uteuant Leech to Candahar 1 have but anticipated his 
Lordship's wishes, and, as it appears, the spirit of your communication now 
ac'knowledged. In e\))lanation of th(^ eorrespondence regarding Candahar, it is 
proper to ol)serve that that (‘hiefship could not resist Herat, if it were free, and 
attacked l)y it, for a month; its support, thcrtTorc, depends upon its union with 
Cabool ; l)nt I have steadily kept in mind that its integrity must preserved, 
though I have slumped my proceedings so as not to sc*piuMte it from Cabool, 
which would defe.ttall our ends. The Ameer iloes not eontemjdatc the capture 
of Candahar; in 1833 he might have a])propriated it to himself, and did not.J 

(signed) Aled\ livrne-^. 


AiTiNal at Chii' 
iliiiiiir. 


(!ojiv(' rs.it ion 
Sinlar Meliir Dil 
Khan. 

Sirdar MaliDinerl 
Oinor Ktian, 


J]( •lut pledged fo 
<^Kiida]iar. 


Our reason for 
vrishiiig to ])ut, a 
utop to the Cersian 
advance. 

IVrsia inarching 
4‘<uitrary to our 
aulvice. 

Interview proposed 
l>eiween the Shah 
and the Emperor. 


To Captain Alr.r. IhfnirSi on a Mii^sion to Cabool. 

8ir, 

I HAVE tiK' liuiiouv to report iny arrival at tlfn city, wliidi f entered on the 1 . 5 th.^ I was 
received witli every dic»tinetion by the Sirdars, who granted tne an immediate interview, and 
aj)porti(/iied n, part ol llie jn•(•lni^es ot Sirdar Mtdiir I)il Tvhan for my residence. Ibis 
Sirdar is allowed by all to be tlie most iiitelligent, talented, and well-odueated of the three 
brothers, and apjx'ars amxioiis of pos.-c.-sing tin; favour of tlic British Government ; and 
with him L have had several important and Intercsllng conversations. 

2. Ihgardiiig the Despatch of Sirdar Mahomed Omer Ivlian to the presence of i\rahomcd 
Shah, ho ji.'^.Nured me that his brothers and himself were well aware of the proverbial 
infidelitv of Beivian friendship, and of the frailty of their jiromises, and that the Sirdars 
were inilueneed hy fear of losing their small chicLhip, slioiild Mahomed Shah get posbos- 
slon ol Herat, wliicli he certainly would it the place were not succoured from the east; 
that the Sirdars of Candahar were, unfortunately, not 00 good terms with their brother of 
Cahool, and weie, in themselves, not strong enoiigli to ad'ord that snceour ; that irom the 
English they had no oiKamragement ; that the letter received from you led them to believe 
you were eo'ming to (*ahooI and (Kandahar ior merely eommereial objects, and were conse- 
(|ueMtly not eoncoined in their foreign political alliances. That tlic Persian elchee, Kumber 
Ally Tvhan, had j)ledgcd Herat to them in the name of tlie Shah, lor their co-oi)eranon 
against it; and on tlieir not jwofes.sing faith in this promis(‘, Kumber Ally Khan promised 
to return, with tlic guarantee ol the. Russian Government to that elTect, and that he was 
expected everyday. As these Sirdars had already involved themselves with Persia, and 
courted its alliance, 1 saw it was im])osbible to re([iicst an abrupt termination of their inter- 
course, or a promise that they would not receive Kiimhcr Ally a second time; but I put 
Mehir Dil lylian in mind of the .substantial pledge oi assistance and Iricndsliip received from 
you, and (old him that we had taken up their cause at their own anxious request, and on 
an assurance of putting it entirely into our hands; and that il they held any other than 
uniiKjaniiig complimentary intercourse with Persia, our friendship must suffer a consider- 
able diminution, whicti would be a subject ol regret to us, and, God forbids a subject of 
repentance to them. I impressed upon his mind that our desire to put a stop to the 
l*erslaa army’s advance was not from any apprehension for ourselves, for the povvTr of the 
Persians* we regar ded as inferior to that of Runjeet Singh, l)ut that it arose from a desire 
to uphold the independence of the Afghan Chiefs, with whom we have long had friendly 
intercourse.! He said it was well known that Persia had marched against Herat contrary 
to the advice of the British Ambassador at Tehran ; that it was well known that Persia 
had not the power to act by her.sclf, and that the Shah had been put fbrw'ard by the Rus- 
sians ; Tihat the lilmperor had desired an interview with Mahomed Shall, vvhich the latter 
consented to grant, at the same time saying that by it his preparations against Herat would 
be thus retarded, and that the Emperor answered he would by no means wish the meetingjat 

that 
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that cost* ^ T endeavoured to inspire him witli a confidence which I inyscll* did not I’etd, as 
to tlic unlikelihood of the Hussians heiii" in the huckijround ot* this ciuupiiij’u, by telling 
him tliat thf3 Russian Ambassador had publicly irivcn his advice a-ainst the Slnh's lUHlei-- 
takiiii;- the cam|)aij;'U, and that wo had a>*>uranci* from the o:ibl>h‘t of St. IVter>bur;;' ot‘ 
their liavino- no desij^ius in tliis <jnarter. .Mnlla Abdul l\M'>hid Khan, tin* c«.nfidcnrial :ub i er 
of Mdir Dil Ivh^in, assurc.d me that It was in thi* last dej;rce iiujM’nbaldc* that Kntnbt'r AlU 
Khan Avoiild return. 

Witli reo-ard to the iiiterconrMi with the Wusdau Ainhi-adtn* at 'reiira’i, Sinlar 
Melir [)d Klmn assured uu* that it merely exteudcsl to pro[)osilioii< 'dlnii- •onmn rcv* ; 
that the English Ambassad(,i‘ had written' to di\eH ilc'ir inten-om-.' ^\itll Per-ia. which i'ov 
sev^^ral reigns lead been ('arrled on by friendly letler.'> and thai tiu". di'-eetod their 

next siibse(iuent eleher, whom tlu^y sent to Xiahonu'd Shah, towr.il on tho lvi;d-^h Vmba-'- 
sador ; that this ofiended tlie Shah -^o nineh as to indiuN' i>iiu to >li<‘h<^ <h(‘ eleh.* -; that thi* 
latt('r had subse([ueiitiy waited on t!'e Kn.'-ian Amba'>.u!(H’, avIio had proj>’> i’d to tlu‘ 
Sirdars to s(‘iid a man ol respeelabillf \ to him at 'Telnan ; and that ho wiudd i:iah(' .-.neh 
arrangenionls rcgardirei; their eommerc'e wnudd inake their eonet’.n a >'‘<*i>nd ( hi^liimna* : 
that tin* last l(d>ter tin* Kn W\'At\ Aiiiha^-ador had -ent them liad nC'. ar'aed. 

4. Regarding the Rii^^iaii ofliier iiow in (’abooi with a h‘lt<'r iVom tire' 

Dil Klniu iid'ormed me the following were hi.> nu*>‘^aee''^ ‘\v '\u t!ie I'mpern;-. 
woni<l inakn* friends with .Vnn'er Ho'-t .Mahomed, tin* Un woidd a-i-t ih-em with 

money to niak(* wai* on tin* vSikh.", and reyain Mo Itan and Deiajat, and that llu'y would 
also aid thorn in regaining Sind; that Malnim(*d Shah owj*d tiiein one* and -i h'!l ei’ores id 
rupees, and they would gi^c an order on him. the mon(*\ to la* dl\l led I)i twei*n l1n* 
Ameer and them equally, a.s ah o the eonntrie*^ thus ga.iiieil : that tin* Kii'-Man.^ e 'uld not 
furnish men, but W'ould furnish arm.-; that the\ in turn expected the Soda: to ix-eonn* 
subsci’vlcnt (i'arman Ixirdar), and to reeeiv (* a Ku-sian le-ldent ; that th(*y W(‘n' (omMk(' w'ar 
when desired, and make peace. This olfi<‘<'r t(»ld tln'in that tin* f-nglisli had |n’('et‘ded tin' 
Russians in civilisation for scaue g(*in'ration-’, but that in)W' the latter had ari-*e:i Irom th(*ii' 
slec'p, and were seeking for for(*ign ])o'>.s(-SMons ami allianeis; and that tin* haiylirdi wer«‘ 
not a military nation, but merely tlse nureliants < I I'inropc. .Sinhir Mein* 0 1 l‘'ihina ]'’0 
inlbniK'd nu' that several nn'ieliant- had s('('n that otheer i \ Bokhara, hut 
tin* (dtjoet of his visiting that cit\. 

With regard to tiie active jiart that l\u^-ia 1- takiina 


'■1,. 


I'ini] eroi Mi'lm* 
’"lad il’ t*M*\ 
th'em 


•noranl (d’ 


llr* ino\ (“un'iits ol Per-'a. 


til.' 


Sirdar assured me he Ivid g.xjd aiitliont to -t ite that Hn''-ia had taKen inea'ni'*' to k(*(“|i 
tln^ kin.gdom of Alahuined Shah tiain^uil i’l his ab-(*nee, ))y h'tiei*- winn’e they w "re ieaie I, 


Pn • ho* I hat il 
'‘if-j)r.d(*i‘l loa 


' amj)- 


d a- (he 


and by troops where they w^ere not. 

F(k AVith regard to the nn'rease ol Rus-Ian power in tin* l‘>a-l, I told tin 

was u ('ustom among tln^ nations ol leniope to (‘ombine tln’ir poNw*!'' loi 

against tlie ainl/itious \Iesign> ot an o\ er^ p, ,\v u neighboni’, and lh:it tneie w(‘ 
tliis polies' now In Europe as wn 11 as India. . 

7. In speaking to tin* Sirdar of the r-eret with whieh the B: :f e h ( o>n er-ononi 

u])0!i the nnfri. ndly feeling existing l)etwe<*n tin* l>iol!n*rs, I a-uiv 1 him l,ril in.- Man 

Cahool and (hun.laliar wa'n* rc-ganhd as dudinet. lb' s.nd that il wa^ in (ne | -.w.-i o 

British (Knernmentto reeoncilc* them; that the\ all looked up U) Jod Mah .m. 
of their family, but feared his ambition ; Unit “ it tin* h-p-r .o -e, 
powerful ill obedience, it was lit that tho latter should in latnin eoider lionmir on tho 

former.’’ 

8. The Sirdar said that whatever Injpi* tin 
lie liad none, as it was wed known tlie 

ATuhoined Khan; tin* Sirdar said (hen* was :i n'pod, .and a .droiig on.- 
homed Khan in hi.s interview with tin- (hmimand -r m ( nn-t m Bah<n.- h i pi' 
of Pe.Muiwar to Idm.-elf and family. I a.-Mired him in* mign.t re.^ on on la ii^ 

that however friendly we were to Sultan Mahonn-d Khan, . 1 . 0.10 (-M 

we would never oflbr such a .-ro.-s iu.-ult to our oldl.n-uddnp wioi 


L.-l of 


h.ol ;.l 
^ ..f 
111 .* 
head 
more 


Be-liawar, 
h\ Sultan 


Amir might have of r(-<‘o\ (-riii': 

Vmir would not (‘(/ii.>unl t.j its hein-j hi 1 

th:i! S:ih,in Ma- 
o d a er.iiit 
;i in.l riilh ; 
[) inii./ai Iii'ol In-r.'!, 
till* Mahaiiiji. 'idle 

•Sirdar cxim'ssrd liiT sur|)n«(. that the IV.dunvar <n.r.sti<.i. w.i-, not ycl - .lllcd I .•M’I.'h.h '1 
to hint ti.at our mediation naa an ..Mivnu.lN drlirato and O n .ult la-k 'p' , I;',; 

■ivoid the siHliieion of havin'.- (Oir ..wn niton. t(.d \i<:\v<. I hoso i om\( i.-..iliou. n n Ik KI ,it 

Jo,*' Xo u,.. sw... nii le 

visit. 1 lost no time in rei'uei 


^ ^ me tin* honour ot a 

‘-tlno* a i)ri\ate inter\i(‘W with the krotiurs ni compxnv, that 
- i a ..n to ivoid lin* j(‘;!loil-v ol 


any 
(lain to 
liiK'd in 
*\(-ir(Ml 
’abod. 

lo'll idi ( I overnmeiit, onl b'* nu ia* 
l assured then, ho u-as not there on ino i- 'V'' j- m KInn 

aeeident, in the eonrse o a Khan for our -ood olli... . in e-fJ.i:, l.iiiir 

a.slced me wl.at we cxpe.hed nan o,^- li-iend.. 

peaee hetween the Al.hh.iiis .111.. .- him and a'.aiidon ml.n-onr e with 

ship more than that of ^ 0=0 V:,.' fnifilled. !!,■ a-ked if 

tho.se who «ere not our Iriend', and t Ip^j* ,,p Cinidahar uonld art a, 

™ 
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these tollies mioht lie. disen.~sed in the |.re.wner m an .0 , 

one mkii.o offemie. J aeeordir.olv attended ,1... I).,.- ...r. a:„l l..ok ‘ ' 

them the" cir.nnnstanees under wl.icl. Inentc.iaiiL > ^ 

I assured them ho was not there on the pai t ol tm lo.l. 
aeeident, in the eonree of a tour |,ro.i.iiUsl hy 
asked me wlmt we. CNpeeteil Iron. Dot .Malimneo Kh.u ( 0 . 
peaee hetween the Afghans am! Mk!i.-. I said we < M • • 
kit, ttvni that, of lho.^e who had done ie.-- to Inin, 


P]i (lL;rs w (« 1 mJ 
recv'is t'd 1 iiiit Uio-i 
w jis net t Dill i'n!«*«l, 

1 DijirDlinhilll V “t* 
KuniliiT A lly*'' 
ri'l ;u n 

IiilfT.' rirs{‘ of ('an- 
i!:f!i.ir V nil Kitssiit. 


I'ln* iiu[i‘ii* ot llu-'si 
iiDW 1 ;i { ’nl) 0 .)|. 

Ills Jl! 


Mt- isiircs adoidctl 
dv o‘:(s^isi fo (•()- 
oD. nit<‘ w nil Pcrsii 


I! i-.'-i.iii ad\ mice, 
iiDW i"u.iolc(l in 

)..nDjM‘. 

Inli'-r(‘n(‘<‘ lift Acci 
i'll* Ikouk/ai 

l» ol IM'i s. 


P'-shaw ur (jm stion 


J!\pl'iitu-(l llicilfla 
'M 1 1'c sf'tl icim-nl 0 
V • Il lua.. 


I III I \ t n \> itli ifm 
ill O'- Itirnlicis. 


in 00 m-c ot LmmUc 
iiani l'()ltiji;;cr ut 
ll'ial. 


){ turn (‘\|)ci*ted 
jrtoo till* Aimr tar 
o ir tni-dialit/ii. 


The Audr gl> ing 
security tor 1 'mi- 
dali ir. 
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Onr intercourse 
wiih the Amir gone 
tlirough. 

The original object 
ot the mission to 
Ciibool. 

Feeling of Govern- 
ment regarding 
Herat. 

We were prevented 
taking any mea- 
sures for the safety 
of Herat, and why. 


J.ateat news from 
Herat. 


Shcr Mahomed 
Khan llazant. 


Salon Khan joined 
the Persian?. 


ad a whole ; that during our residence in Cabool of three monthd, the Peshawar question 
was the only topic agitated, except the contingency of Mahomed Shah getting possession of 
Herat, and that in that instance they well knew we had first made provision for the safety 
of Candahar. 

9. I explained to the Sirdars the original object of your mission, and the circumstances 
under wliich it became political, I also informed them of the ignorance we were in of the 
manner in which our Government intended to act when they should hear of flerat being 
actually besieged; but they might rely that the capture of that city would be unwelcome 
intelligence to that Government ; that although you were confident that this was the feel- 
ing of Government, you were unable to take or suggest measures to prevent such a mis- 
fortune, as there was by all accounts an accredited oflficer on the part of the British Am- 
bassador in the camp of the Shah, to arrange any treaty, and to mediate if necessary 
between Prince Kamran and the Shah, and that Persia had authorised us by treaty so to 
interfere when a difference between those powers should arise. I said I had hopes that 
the Shah would withdraw, and ii) that case, or in the worse one of Herat being taken, 
they might rely on our assistance, if tlicy preferred it, to keep their possessions in 
safety. 

10. The latest news from Herat is, that tliere are only two gates open to the noith, the 
Kliushk and Kaloochak. The intelligence was brought by a cossid of Mcerza Khan 
Achakzai’s, four days ago, from Subzawar. The brother of this man had gone to Herat 
himself. This man also brought news that there had been no engagement between Slier 
Mahomed Khan Hazara and the force detached against him by the Shah. Another man, 
however, Sultan Khan Achakzai, arrived from Lash on the evening of the 18th, with 
intelligence that the ashif of Meshid Allaiyar Khan, who had been sent against Slier 
Mahomed Hazara, had engaged the latter at Killainon, and had lost 2,000 men; that he 
had sent to the Sliah, cither to he speedily reinforced or to he recalled. Mahomed Shah’s 
mother has arrived in camp with 5,000 men. The part of the kungra (parapet) that had 
been battered down has been repaired ; a gallery that was being driven on near the ditch 
has filled with water. 

11. Dcen Mahomed Khan, a nephew of Wazeer Yar Mahomed Khan, made a sally, and 
surprised 300 camels ni route to the Persian camp, with ammunition and provisions, which 
he destroyer]. Shah Pasand Khan, alias Saloo Khan Tsacezai, formerly the Naib of Shah 
Kamran, whom the latter besieged in Lash, has aecompanied Kumber Ally to the Per- 
sian camp. Tlie messenger from Lash left the place eight days ago, and brought letters 
for the Sirdars from Kumher Ally Kliaii. He loft TaisIi eight days ago, and hoped to reach 
the Persian camp in 12 days. 

12. 1 have the honour to forward copy of a letter addressed by me to Shcr Mahomed 
Khan Hazara. By the same messenger I forwarded your letter to Mr. McNeil and Captain 
Stocldart, and a copy of the. last Government letter regarding Herat and Candahar 

I have, &c. 

Caiidaluir, (signed) R Leech, Assistant. 

18 January 1838. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India 
with the Governor General, 


To Captain A. Burnes, on a Mission to Cabool. 

Sir, 

I AM desired by the Right Honourable the Governor General of India ta 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 27th ultimo, on the subject 
of the unauthorised publication of information from your Mission in the Bombay 
papers; and in reply to observe, that his Lordship willingly ac(;epts and fully 
relies on your assurances that the practice objected to will in future he guarded 
against. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W, H, Macnaghten, 

Camp at Bareilly, Secretary to the Government of India 

31 January 1838. with the Governor General. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India 
with the Governor General. 
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To Captain A, Burms, on a Mission to Cabool. 

Sir, 

I AM desired by the Right Honourable the Governor General of India to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the dates and on the subjects noted 
in the margin.* 

2. With regard to the communication of the first-mentioned date, I am 
desired to observe that the Governor General must repeat his disapprobation of 
the offer of pecuniary aid which you have made to the Candahar chiefs ; and 
his Lordship trusts that the expectation expressed in your letter to Lieutenant 
Leech may be realised, that such promise will require no actives measures, 
and be as a dead letter.’’ You have been already informed that it must not be 
acted upon. With the above exception, I am desired to accpiaint you that your 
proceedings now reported arc entirely approved. Your deputation of Liiaitenant 
Leech to Candahar is considered to be a judicious measure, and the general 
tone of your instructions to that officer seems to be well conceived and 
appropriate. 

3. The Governor General would fain (ding to the hope that the rumour of 
the fall of Ghorian may require confirmation, as you have not stated the autho- 
rity on which the information rests, as communicated by you in your lettcT of 
the 30th ult. ; but the question will doubtless be set finally at rest in a few 
days. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) IF. ti. Macnaghten^ 

Camp at Simlah, Secretary to the Government of India, 

31 January 1838. ^vith the Governor General. 

(True copy.) 

. (signed) H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, 
with the Governor Gcmeral. 


To W. H. Macnaghten, Esq., Secretary to the Governor General of India, 
Governor General’s Camp. 

Sir 

In a communication, under date the 20th of October last, I did iny.sc^lf the 
honour to lay before the Risht Honourable the Governor (.encral o India a 
report on the views of Russia towards maturing her designs in C entral Asia 
I confined myself to the proceedings of that empire^ with ^ 

encroachments on Khiva, her arrangements with Bokhara J . 

benefits which she sought to derive in Herat and Candahar fnmi her proceid- 

¥?mv‘l^^yiate”gathfred, from unquestionable authorities, a 

ticLrs on the enerLhments of Russia in another ‘^^^-^dv^ith R e s ^e 
of Kokan to the eastward of Bokhara, that have been conducted with the same 
designs to push forward her commerce, and which may involve much more 
serious consequences than seem at first likely to flow from any proceedings 

‘TKolTnT‘noi»“uzbek chiefship, «.uat.d o„ Sir orJaxarKr.. It 
possesses considerable celebrity in being looked 

Sr Kll, Ld it is more than suspected that the son removed h.s pa«ntj.y 


”” — ~ /loiuifoiiim of Licutciittnt Leech to Candahar 

* Letter, dated 20 December country, and enclosing copy of the instruc- 

lered to Persia, and Herat besieged, but no impression y • P 

1 — Sess. 2. ^ 
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poison. To the time of Omar Khan, the principality of Kokan had sunk in 
iini)ortance ; but that chief ruled with equity and justice, and his son, though 
a parricide, reaps the advantage. By some Kokan is declared to be superior 
in power to Bokhara ; by all it is now pronounced equal, so that the once 
fertile kingdom of Ferghana has again taken its place among the nations of 
Toorkistan. 

4. In the time of Omar Khan there was little or no intercourse with the 
Russians at their settlement of Kuzzuljur or Petropolosk, which lies nearly due 
north, and in about the same meridian as Kokan, from which it is separated by 
a steppe. The Russians held sway over a portion of the Kuzzuks (Cossacks) 
who inhabit this part of Asia, and Kokan established an influence over those' 
wandering tribes which adjoin her territories. On the death of the Khan, 
anticipating, fi orn the circumstances attending it, a less inquiring attention, the 
Russians gradually advanced from their frontier, building small square forts at 
each station as they proceeded, dug two wells, stored a supply of grain, and 
planted a detachment of from 100 to 150 Russian infantry, with the further 
protection of some 400 or 500 of their Kuzzak subjects in the neighbourhood 
of eacdi. About the y(‘ar 1833, such had been the progress of Russia, that she 
had arrived within 12 stages of Kokan, and the nomade tribes deqjared their 
inability to render any I'urther tribute, from tludr pasturage lands being invaded. 
The Khan, alarmed at such an announ(‘ement, as well as for his own safety, 
resolved to leseiit this invasion. Having assembled all hi§ own troops, and 
directed the Kuzzaks, under their chief Hoostinn 'lora, to join them, he placed 
th(! whole under one of his most distinguished oftic^ers, the Beglerbegee, with 
instructions to destroy tlie settlements south of a (pertain line, which anciently 
marked the dominions of Kokan. 

5. Tli(‘ army set out from the cajutal of the country, and marching by Tash- 
kend to tlu^ town of Toorkistan, finally quitted the cultivated land beyond that 
place, and proceeded into the steppe a journey of 20 days. 1 he congregated 
force is said to have amounted to 40, 000 men. The^ small detachments of the 
Russian forces could offer no resistance to such a horde ; from the first fort they 
fled, from some of the others they offer(‘d resistance, and shut their gates ; but 
seven of (lu'se settlements were in succession captured, along with some of the 
Russians who garrisoned them. In the attacks, a few lost their lives, but the 
Khan of Kokan had pn'viously given instructions to his commander to set all 
the Russian prisoners free, declaring that liis attack was not aggressive, but 
simi)ly to i)rotect the frontier of his dominions. The last fort which fell into 
his hands is described to have been on the verge of Siberia, where the Kuzzaks, 
subject to Russia, are ])oth numerous and formid;ible. It was not therefore 
consistent with prudence or the policy of the Khan to enter territories un- 
doubtedly Russian ; and the Kokan army returned to its country, levelling all 
the forts that had been captured, and filling up the wells which supplied them 
with water. ( )n their route back they made a chupao (foray) on a Kuzzak 
chief, and put him to death, since the (uicroachments of Russia were attributed 
to his having rendered assistance. 

6. '] his enterprise of tlm Chief of Kokan must be considered very spirited. 
Forage, that is grass, his troops could proemre in abundance ; and cows, aheep, 
and liorses for food ; but the supply of grain was transported along with the 
army. He has for a time enjoyed the reward of his bravery ; and as yet the 
Russians have not sought to renew an erection of the forts which have been 
destroyed. It is a universal opinion among the natives of Toorkistan that the 
Russian Government, by this advance on Kokan, sought to possess themselves 
of the country. Their commercial roads further to the west are often inters 
nipted by the enmity which the Khan of Khiva bears towards them ; and they 
did not hesitate to avow that they aimed at gaining a safe route into ToorkistMi, 
which should give confidence to the traders of their own and that country, 
though their mode of procuring one did not seem of a pacificatory nature. 

7. Foiled in this attempt, the Russian Government set about compassing by 
other means the objects which it contemplates ; and shortly after the Kokan 
army was withdrawn, despatched an agent to the Khan to remonstrate on what 
he had done, and to suggest future arrangements which should benefit both. 
The agent was familiarly known to the people by the name of Alexander, but 
with his sirname* they are unacquainted. The Khan, dreading the power of 
Russia, treated the agent with much civility, and being disposed to enter into 

views 
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views which advanced the prosperity of his chiefship, sent a return mission 
along with the agent to Russia, wlio was most graciously received by the 
Emperor. 

8. The result of the intercourse betwecui the Government of Russia and this 
small state has been the establishmeiit of a frcqiu nt and r(‘gular traffic with 
Kokan The road is said to be so superior that carts and sledges can be and 
are employed between Kuzuljur and Kokan in the transport of goods, instiNid 
of camels ; and Kokan, now no longcT supplied from Bokhara, sends many 
articles of commerce to that city. Russian merebaiits come in pta-son to Tash- 
kend and Kokan without fear or disguise; and though the Khan still (mtertains 
the same fears of their ultimate dc'-igns, he makes no objection, but, on the 
contrary, affords encouragement to this new commercial intercourse'. Russia 
has thus, as far as commerce is concerned in Kokan, secured the ol)jecls which 
she had in view in this part of Asia. 

9. There is much, however, to lead to the belief that h(*r views at Kokan 
include political as well as commercial ends. A singh' glance at the maj) 
exhibits the imijortance of Kokan among the states of Toorkistan. It is in fact 
the key of the country ; and history distinctly informs us that the various con- 
querors who have subdued Central Asia emanated troni this locality. At this 
moment, Russia has at her command innum(‘rable wandering races, the 
elements which composed the armies ot those successful invade) s ; and besides 
these, she has a portion of them converts to Christianity, who have beim dis- 
ciplined as regulai' troops. It is not then remarkable that those who adjoin 
this gigantic empire, as well as those at a distance, should considcT that tli(‘y 
see in these advances of Russia inj)iries likely to How in upon themselves. 

10. But Kokan is not only the k(‘v of Toorkistan ; it is on tin* high road to 

the Chinese settlement- of Cashgar, Yarkimd, and Khot(m, with whi(‘h it carries 
on a verv considerable traffic, and uhcrc the Khan ( xercises much inttncmv, as 
will be hereafter noticed. Nor is this all ; there is an opim and ivgulm’ (‘om- 
municadon from Yarkund to C'asbmeer and Ladak, s() that, with an mnwnmi 
in Kokan, the ramifications of commerce b(‘Conu‘ infinite, (‘xUmding into 
Tartary, China Proper, and even India. The value of Herat as a)) emporium 
further to the south and west has lieen already di'-enb^ d, as w(‘ll as tlui (U'Mgus 
of Russia to convert it to its own purpose^. The site of Kokan, it ; 

will apiiear not less nsoful, and account for tlu^ anxieties wlncl| have hkeuiM 
been lierc displayed in estaldishing Russian supnnnaei . Herat lias ‘ ^ 

to be the entrepot of Persia, Tourkistaii, Cahool, and India. 

found to be an emporium of 1 artary and China, o u-m.i, aiu . j | 

frontiers of Ilindoostaii. But for the energy of llie pniseiit Khan, Russia w 
have ere this secured a footing in this important mart- 

11 In briedv sketching the events which have of late y uiis taken p.lai ( 
between the Chinese and the Khan of Kokan, 1 sl.all better exhibit the mduenee 

no Mahomedan is pennittid to leside, .im y Kokan, to lie 

affairs, they have allowed an agent, on t le pa • leviable by law 

stationed in each of their towns, ami < ;^i aebtors too 

on all dcahngs of Mahoniedans eoimng to 1,,,^. 

who may flet? here from their cret 1 ' ' of the Chinese comiuests, 

become, in consequence, affording any 

since he is permitted to denv t ^ , . ( 'i.-mese is therefore good, 

protection to them. His who was la'ceivc^d with unusual 

Ld he lately sent an Ambassa m to ^ individual was Alum 

honours by the bmperor of be here related. 

Khojee, whose adventures wouh seeiA’hat there is a politi(;aV influence 

12 Attached to i^^kan, 1 . w U he t uu Chinese Tool- 

subsidiary to commerce. At tins , called Shunnye, in Siberia, 

kistan, by the towns of Eela ‘““/g .‘ but this intercourse is carried 

and situated 25 days journe> - , • jg being admitted into this part of 

on by Mahomedaiis,’ no other ^ found at Yarkund, but they 

the Chinese territories. Christians ar , > 

1— Sess. 2. ^ 
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are subjects of China, and, from what I can understand, Armenians. Though 
some of the Kuzzaks of Shunnye are described to be wealthy men, Russia desires 
to introduce into these countries, as she has now done into Kokan, her other 
subjects, who would then secure their passage into Cashmeer and Tibet, and 
extend the national influence and importance of the empire. The shawl fabrics, 
which now pass by so circuitous a route into Russia, would thus find a director 
passage ; and as their sale in Russia is steady and improving, goods to some 
extent might be thrown in return into that and the neighbouring countries. 
Natives of Cashmeer, now settled in Tashkend, Kokan, Yarkund, and all these 
districts, would facilitate this commerce, and the direct trade from Cashmeer 
and Ladak to this part of China would become much brisker, by an agency more 
active and superintending than that by which it is at present carried on. 

13. In looking back upon the rapid progress which Russia is thus making in 
the iinprov(‘ment of her commerce throughout Central Asia, we are struck with 
the singuldr success which seems invariably to attend her plans. Without 
going beyond the subject of the present communication, we see her first strive 
to gain her ends by force ; and, when foiled, secure them by diplomacy. In all 
her arrangements she seems to be a winner, and in the course of time we 
shall se(‘ her influence increase in Kokan and Toorkistah generally, so that the 
resources of these countries, whether she seeks to subdue them or not, will be 
entirely at her disposal. The Khanat of Khiva is at present her only opponent, 
and it cannot be heli(‘ve(l that that petty state can long resist the power of such 
a neighbour. The affair of th(‘ mendiants of Khiva, who haVe been detained in 
Russia, is not yet settled, and continues to give cause for great dissatisfaction in 
Toorkistan. I venture, tlierefore, respectfully to state, for the consideration 
of his Lordship the Governor General, that this is a very fitting opportunity to 
pres(ait some counteracting measures to our great commercial rivals. An 
increased attention to the arrangements for improving commerce, by way of 
the Indus, eitlier l)y means (»f a faii\ the details for which were given 'in my 
letter of tlie 18th ultimo, or by some other such plan, would most probably 
succeed l)ettcr at this than a future period. In a short time the detention of 
the Khiva merchants v>ill be forgotten, aifairs will assume their old state, and 
wc may, perhaps, lose a highly favourable opportunity for advancing our 
commercial prosperit)'. 

I have, &c. 

Cabool, (signed) Aka;. Burnes, 

1 February 1838. On a Mission to Cabool. 


(A true copy.) 

(signed) H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, 
with the Governor General. 


To IV, II. Macnr/ffhten, Esq., Secretary to the Governor General of India, 
Governor General’s Camp. 


Sir, 

The present state of affairs in Herat has induced me to draw up a paper 
descriptive of them and tlie condition of the neighbouring countries, under an 
expectation that it will be found useful at this time, and which I have the 
honour to enclose, with a request that you will be pleased to lay the same before 
the Right Honourable the Governor General, 

2. Though the subject of this communication is necessarily political, I liave 
also embodied in it some geographical particulars not to be found in any of the 
writers on these countries, and which, while they illustrate the subject treated 
of, may, I also hope, prove generally useful. 


Cabool, 

7 February 1838^ 


I have, &c. 

(signed) Aka;. Bumes, 

On a Mission to Cabool 



CADDL AND AFFGHANISTAN. 


•33 


Notice on Herat, with a Sketch of the State of Affairs in the surrounding 

Countries. . 

‘ her designs against Herat, it is desirable to take a Object 

if oc ^ ^ a Herat itself and the countries adjjicent to report, 

t, as well to understand the resistance which they can oti'er as the facilities 
w ich they afford to an invading army. The variety of Mihjccts treated only 
admits of this document being a sk(‘tch, in which light I give it. ^ 

2 . Herat has lK?en already descrd hy so many travellers that any minute- Herat, 
ness would be superfluous. It is situated in one of the richest countries in the 
l^.ast. It IS a walled town with a citadel, surrounded hy a deei) wet ditch, 
which IS supplied by water from springs in it, and may also be filled from the 
nver. Ihe ditch is in good, and the walls in tolerable, repair. The size of 
Herat luis been greatly overrated. 1 he limited space occupied prevents its 
having the population assigned to it, and it is not considered half the size of 
Cabool. Asiatics are not good judges of the number of people* in a city, hut 
in comparing one place with another tliey may he relied on. The imjiortance 
of itS' situation is very great, ami it has always exercised considerable influence 
over the affairs of Central Asia. ^*Tlie most i)olished court in the west of 
Europe could not, at the close of the l.'Sth » enturv, vie in magnificence with 
that of Herat."* . ' 


of the 


3. Kamran,the present ruh‘r,is the last remaining sc'ion of the Sudoozye princes Its tcovcmnicnt 
in AlghaiiLstan. Me is a man of bad passions, cruel and dissipated, entirely in na<l polities, 
the hands of Yar Mahomed Khan Alekozye, an Afghan, who has raised hiimelf 

to eminence at Herat by getting rid of all the other ehi(‘fs. He is now Vizier, 
and would remove Kainran himself, or substitute asoti in his stead, were he not 
afraid of the great Hazara chief, Shere Mahomed Khan, who resiiles to the 
north, and is a devoted sujiporter of Kamrun's intcu’ests. Tin* great tribe of the 
B(Uxlooranees, who were r(‘moved from Eastern Afghanistan, to Herat, by Nadir, 
are nearly extinct. In Herat, of 3,000 families aliout one-fourth remain, and 
their chief, Mir Sadik Khan, has been lately put to death for real or supposed 
intrigues in Persia and (Jandahar. Shumsoodeen Khan Populzye, who distin- 
guished himself in the last war with Persia, and had the government of Furra, 
has now gone over to that power in disgust, an unfortunate and ill-timed 
defection. The chief of Lash, Shah Pusund Khan, has also repaired to tin) ' 

Persian camp. 

4. 4 he garrison in Herat consists of about 10,000 men. The vizier and his Garrison, 
family muster 1,500, and the dependents of Kaiiiran 200 more. Six thousand 
Dooranees and other Afghans hav(^ been removed from Furra into the city, and 
besides these are 3,000 foot, known by the name of “ doutuhib these are 

also Afghans, and a description of troops first established by Ahmed Shah 
Dooranee. They were obliged to furnish a horseman for every pair of ploughs, 
but Kamran last year converted the levy into foot, fixing two individuals for 
each plough. *It caused a great deal of dissatisfaction, but this it is believed is 
now removed. The Kuzzilbash or Shiah inhabitants have been either sold by the 
minister or fled the country, with the exception of about 1,200 families, who 
have been removed to a place called Jakera, outside the city, to prevent treason. 

Many of the Soonee residents have been also sold, but the rest remain. Provi- 
sions have been plentifully stored, and to this time the city cannot be correctly 
said to he besieged, since two of its gates are open. Tliere are but ten guns at 
Herat, and none of any calibre. The strength of ihe place consists more in its 
position than garrison. In 1833, when the present Shah of Persia, then 
Mahomed Mirza, attacked Plerat, the operations were interrupted hy the death 
of Abbas Mirza, and the Persians made a disastrous* retreat to Tehran. 

5. The Persian army has been before Herat for the last 60 days without making siege of Herat, 
any impression upon it. Ghoriaii, the frontier town, and a strong place, was 

betrayed into their hands ; and this has enabled them to procure provisions and 
make good th^ir footing, otherwise the subsistence of the army would have been 
® very 
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very difficult ; as it is, tlie defection of Shumsoodeen Khan and others had been 
most fortunate for them. The season chosen for the attack is favourable to 
Persia in one respect, because it prevents Kamran being succoured by the 
Khivans, Toorkumns, and other natives of Toorkistan. If Herat can hoid out 
till th(‘ equinox (nouroz), it is supposed that this aid may be procured, as will 
be lu'reafter stated. If the Persians are obliged to raise the siege, it will prove 
most calamitous to them; if Herat falls, the power of the Afghans as a nation 
will be much broken. In Ghorian, IVTsia has secured a great stronghold, which 
may hereafter enable her to hold her position and contribute to her ultimate 
success. 

0. At the jjresent time the chiefship of Herat extends eastward to, the Khaush- 
rood, a river half way to Candahar To the north it has but a few miles of 
territory, the country in that quarter belonging to Slier Mahomed Khan Huzara. 
To the west lay the district of Ghorian, which before its capture exercised an 
influeiK'e over the Persian canton of Khaf To the south Herat is bounded by 
the llelmund and Scistan, Kamran having subdued this latter province about 
four years ago. Herat has four districts called willayuts,” and nine ‘‘ beluoks.” 
The willayuts” are Obe and Ghorian on the east and west ; Kurookh, or Kilai, 
on the north; and Subzawar on the south. Its belooks” are the lands cul- 
tivated by so many canals, and bear their names. Two-thirds of the produce 
is gi'iierally tak(‘u by Government. It is doubtful if the revenue amounts to 
Id lacs of rupees, but Kamran is rich in jewels and hoaiak^d treasure. Tyranny 
and trade do not exist together. 

/. The territories of H(u*at need not be further described. I shall comhience 
from the south, and give in succession an account of the circumjacent countries. 
Seistan, though now a province of Herat, will deserves a short notice from its 
former fame. I he ruling family of this province, descended from the line of 
Kyauee, has lately lost its i)ower. To Behram Khan Kyanee a son succeeded 
to the government, and ruled over three chiefs, two of whom were Seistanees 
and Shiahs, the other a Belooch. .A brother rebelled, and sought the assistance 
of th(‘ Belooch chief, the son of Klian Jan by an intermarriage. The rightful 
heir died or was put to death, and the Ikdoochees ill using the rebellious 
brother, he fled to Herat, and sued for the aid of Kamran. He immediately 
invaded Seistan, plumleied it, and drove off 6,000 of its inhdntaiits captive, 
whom he sold into slavery, or exchanged to the Toorkmuns for horses. He 
assigned to the Kyanee family the town of Jahanabad, south of the Helmund, 
wher(‘ tiny now reside, and fixed his own government at Chuknusoor, north of 
the river. Little regular revenue is derived from Seistan, except camels, cows, 
and sheep ; it is thinly peopled, and altogether a poor possession. 

8. The most remarkable f(*ature of this old province is the intersection by the 
Helmund and its tributary rivers. In summer till these are greatly swollen, and 
it has been said that they form a lake called ‘‘ Zurrah but the natives whom I 
interrogated were unacquainted with this name, and described the rivers to be 
lost in a vast swampy region, full of reeds, called “ IlamooT^ Many of the 
places on the map are also (juite unknown, but this will be sufficiently accounted 
for when it is stated that ancient forts are often laid bare by the blowing away 
of the sand, while modern ones are overwhelmed. This is to the people a 
constant source of wonder, and castles of a former age are said to show them- 
selves as newly from the hands of the architect. The singular disappearance of 
the waters of the Helmund, and this changeable face of nature, would account 
for the many fabulous descriptions of Seistan. Among innumerable ruins which 
I heard of, one in particular, that of an old city called Zaideen, in the “Loote” or 
desert, yields many antiquities, rings, coins, &e., which are taken by the finders 
to Furra for sale. One curious property of the climate is, that the horse cannot 
live in it, and probably there are not 100 of these in Seistan. Kamran lost 
nearly all his cavalry in his campaign, most of the horses dying from a disease 
of the digestive organs contracted in it, which makes it very unfavourable for 
military operations ; but the camels of Seistan are celebrated. 

9. To the north of Seistan, and south of Furra, one of the governments under 
Herat, is the small district of Lash, held by Shah Pusund or Suloo Khan, a 
Sadozye Dooranee. Lash itself is a place of considerable strength in those parts, 
being a fort on a scarped hill or rock, which has resisted all Kainran’s 

endeavours 
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endeavours to take it It is situated ia the Furra road, and with seven or eic^ht 
small for s forins all the possession, of this chief. Kainran, unable to sci/e^jt 
destroyed its karezees or watercourses. 'I his hostile disposition has ,?,vcn 
Shah Pusum Khan from his natural friends, the Afghans, to Persia, with which 
he IS leagued, m hopes of warding off danger from hiiuself. 'I'he chief is well 

r '•‘■chived the ex-king, Shooja ool Mooli- after 

1. last defeat, at Candahar, who fled there m hopes of supiiort fi-oin Kamrau ; 
but though these members of the Sudoozja, family .>xchang.; pres.a.ts with each 
other, there is no cordiality, since on the success of i-ither,' oim niu^t fall and at 
present Kainran has power, of which Shooja has been deiiriied. 

10. Kayn is the first Persian province to the west of Fnrra, and lie., on the Kay.,, 
frontiers of the kingdom. It is entiridy inhabited by Shiahs, which lias led the 
loorkmuiis to seek tor slaves in it during their “ ehuiiaos." (foraxs'. 1 be 
inhabitants are a timid race, .and live in small forts, the number of' which is 
very great. Kayn is a country badly w,at(‘red, and the hair irt'c, wl'iich alwavs 
flounsbes in arid countries, is common, llirjind and Kayn are the jirineipal 
plticps, and the distrif't is ruled by a (levenioi* ot its own, Nvhosf' siil)j('eli()u to 
the Shah, however, is eompltte, siiuv lie furnishes a (juota of n, ()()() or 1. ()()() 
infantry when called upon, They form part of th(‘ forei^ at jiresmit l)i‘foii‘ 

Herat. T^lie chief of Herat had {|(*si<j;ns on Kayn, ;nid in I'l diflerenee la^tween 
that and the neipfhhoiiripj^ ('anton of 1 uhhus, which arose six years a”*o, 
Kaniran lent his aid* to tlie Cjovi'rnor ot Kayn, hut the dispute wa^ adjusti'd. 

Kayn was never subdued by Kainran, and it refused also to aen^ept a (Governor 
of Abbas Mirza’s appointment in 1832. It is now held liy a son of Meer Alarn 
Khan, its former (iovernor. 


11, Adjoining Kayn, and further to the west, is Tnbhus wliieli is also Tnlibus.’ 
subject to Persia, and inhabited by Shiahs; its jirineipal |)la(‘(‘s ar(‘ Tulilus, Toon. 

and Goonahad; of them, Toon is tlu* larg(‘st. It has its own (aivernor, Mt‘(T 
Ali Naghee Khan, and very much resembh^s Kayn in soil jind jirodiK’tions, 
though the orange tree is not found in any otlnT part of Khorasan. Its ([uota 
of troojis is also furnished in infantry, and both jilaees are noted for tlu' earpids, 
which form jiart of their tribute 

12. North of Tubbus is Toorskish, a distri(‘t whieli is well wateaxMl and Toorpkish. 
peopled, yielding good fruit. It is smaller than Kayn, and f urnishes aliout 3,000 

troops to the Shah, and has a (ioveriior apjiointed ov(‘r it. li lies north from 
Meshid. 


13. Between Toorskish and H(*rat, and soutli of the road wliieli leads from Klmf. ' 

Meshid to that city, is the district of Kliaf, a misiTalile tract, with a climate 

very un(;ongenial from high winds. It has been nearly dejiojiidated liy the 
Toorkmims. The jirineipal jilaee is Killa Kohee, wliieh is hi Id hy Nussur olla 
Teimoree, who is a Shiah. Khaf could seareidy b{‘ said to b(‘ d(‘j)(ai(lent in Persia 
till the present campaign. Th(‘ Shiah pojnilation is al.'-o onhinmliered by tlie 
Soonees, who are Tceimorees. Ka m rail’s Mi nisttu’ had, in some de;.i,ree, subdued 
Khaf, and viuy imprudently garrisoned the frontier lower of (diorian hy its 
natives, who were Shiahs, whi'‘li led to its being betrayed into the hands of 
the Shah. 

14. The hillv country between Meshid and Herat, on both sides of tin* liigh Toorbui Hyderco, 
road to within 40 miles of that city, has been subject to P(*rsia since 1833, 

and is held directly under Meshiil. Previous to that ju ried many jietty ehii*fs, 
who were robbers, occupied the trjict. Of these Maliomed Khan Kuraei*, of 
Todrbut llydeTce, was the most notorious. He is now in the service of the 
Shah, and Toorbut and Sungan, his strongholds, are garrisoned by Persians. 
Toorbut-i-Sheikh Jan, a place of pilgrimage, was held by tin* Huzarees, as also 
Mahmoodabad and Shurh i-Now. On the approach of the Persians, the popu- 
lation was marched further east, aud the few residents in these places only 
cultivate within a gunshot of their villages, from tear of the loorkmuiis. iV liter 
and forage abound. 

15. North of this tract, and about 100 miles from Meshid, lies Shurukhs, Sbunikhs. 
long the s(‘at of Toorkmuns, who plundered Khorasan. In 1832 1 saw it ricth 

in the sjioils of others, but in a few months alter it was surprised b\’ Abbas 
Mirza in person, who either captured or killed its entire jiopulation. Ihose 
, l_Sess. 2. R 4 
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\vhich were ransomed returned to Shurukhs, but in the following year the 
Khivans, who claim some power over it, insisted on their removing further into 
the Desert to Merve, where they are located. Shurukhs has abundance of 
cultivable land on the banks of the Tijind, but the excesses of its population 
scared away the traveller and the merchant ; and if not now the residence of 
robbers, it lies on the route by which these sons of the Desert issue to plunder 
on the frontiers of Persia. 

Moorghab and the Id. Immediately on the north of Herat lies the country of the Soonee 

Soonee Huzaras. Huzaras, and that portion of the tribe ruled by Sher Mahomed Khan, of Killa- 
i-Nou, an adherent of the chief of Herat. Tliis country includes Obe, and 
extends to the Moorghaub. On the last invasion of Herat he removed about 

4.000 Tajik families from their seats nearer Herat, to the more fertile lands east 
of Punjdeh, on the bank of that river, that if his enemies triumphed over him, 
near Herat, he might still have subjects. This chief has great power in these 
countries, and, besides his attachment^ to Kamran, has connection with the 
Khivans, Toorkmuns, and chiefs in and about Maimuna, allot whom would 
only assist Herat through him. He plunders the country of its property and 
inhabitants as far west as Meshid and Nishapoor, and the petty chiefs of Khaf, 
Toorkish and Tubbus are glad to send him annual presents, to spare in some 
degree tlieir people. He is a man about 45 years of age, and of a better dis- 
position than his cruel occupation would lead to the belief. He is a nephew of 
Mahomed Khan Beglerbagee, and now holds that title. *He can take the field 
with (),500 horse ; 2,000 of these are constantly present ; and 2,000 more from 
his ‘‘ooloos” are to be assemhled in a few days ; 1,500 are furnished from the 
Feerezkohees, who are his subjects; and the Jumshcedee Kimaks, who are his 
friends and coadjutors, will send 1.000 more. He can also command 2,000 or 

3.000 horse from Maimuna; and in the former invasion of the Persians, all the 
Toorkmuns co-operated with him. Without the aid of Sher Mahomed Khan, 
Herat could have no hope against Persia ; but that chief will not aid Kamran 
against Candahar or any other power. Though cordial with Kamran, he is 
inimical to his minister, whom he considers to have supplanted him in authority. 

Maimuna. 17* Across the Moorghab, and towards Balk, which city is in the territory of 

the King of Bokhara, lie the small states of Maimuna, Andkho, Shibbergara, 
Siripool and Ak(!hee ; a connection, as I have before stated, subsists between 
them and Herat, but since they arc divided against each other, their aid is of 
small avail, as a minute account of them will better exhibit. All of them are 
engfiged in the slave trade, and independent, though they send presents of 
• horses both to Herat and Bokhara. Maimuna is the most important of the 

whole : the chief is Mizrab Khan, an Uzbek of the tribe Wun, and his country 
extends from Maimuna to the Moorghab, and adjoins that of Sher Mahomed 
Khan Huzara. Maimuna itself is an open town, or rather village, of about 
500 houses ; but the strength of the chief consists in his “ ils,’' or moving 
population, who frequent Ulmur, Jankira, Sorbagh, Kaffir Killa, Khyrabad, 
Kusar, Chuckaktoo, Tuklit-i-Khatooii, and other sites, which can sc^arcely be 
called villages. He also numbers Arabs among his subjects, jnany of that 
tribe having been long settled here. With his whole adherents drawn out, he 
could muster about 6,000 horse and three small guns, but he could n(jt quit his 
territories with half the number, as he is on bad terms with the chiefs of 
Siripool, who is much feared, though less powerful. Mizrab Khan is about 
40 years of age; he succeeded to his brother about six years ago, whom he 
poisoned — a common mode of disposing of people in these countries, and a fate 
wliich his own father also met. 

Andkho. * 18. Andkho, or Andkhoee, is ruled by Shah Wulee Khan, an Afghan Toork, 

who settled here, with others of his tribe, in the time of Nadir. They were then 
Shiahs, but are now Sconces. The ‘*ils^^ of the chiefs, besides his own race, 
are Arabs, and he can furnish 600 horse, and is on good terms with Maimuna. 
Andkho has a larger fixed population than Maimuna, being in one of the high 
roads to Bokhara, but there is a scarcity of water in this canton. It is here 
that the wheat is a triennial plant. Andkho is the place where Moorcroft 
perished. 

19. Shibbergam belongs to an Uzbek chief, named Roostum Khan, who has a 
character for moderation ; he can muster 500 or 600 horse, and is on good terms 

‘ with 
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^^uth bolh Maimuna and Koon.looz. Slnbboriran, i. oonsideivd to be a verv ancient 

rf Kaffirs (Greeks), a,Ki still tirLon^^^t 

siirroiindi'fl if f'*’ <;>tadel is built of brick and mortar, and 

riT • t'l'ief of Balk. 

^SK jd It for seven years without success, but it must onlv be understood to 

be strong against Uzbeks, who are badly siii)]died with artillery. Water is 
conducted to it from the rivulet of Sirijiool. 


20. Zoolfkar bherc, an Uzbek ol the tribe of Aclminuelce, governs Siripool, 
and IS known as a brave and determined man; he is on bad terms, both with 
Koondooz and Maimuna, and though ho has only 1 ,000 horse he resists the 
attacks ot both, and plunders all around ; his feud with Maimuna arisen on 
account 01 his daughter, a wile ot the tormer Ghief, being seized by Mizrab 
Khan. His *■ ils are in Sungeharuk, Paogan, Goordewan, and Daglidrab, and 
It he can cnlarp their number, which is not improbable, llis power will be 
increased, hiripool itself is as largo as M;umuna. 


21. Akhchar is a dependency of Balk, and held by a son of Kshan Khoja, 
the governor of that once vast city. It is consetpiently tributary to Bokhara. 
The Governor of Balk, through fear, lately permitted Moorad Beg, of Koon- 
dooz, to establish himself on one of the canals of Balk ; but the King of 
Bokhara sent a force of 8,000 men, and has just dislodged him. Half of this 
body was raised in Jialk, and the rest from Bokharar The Koondooz Chief 
oflered no resistance to the King. 


22. All of these Chiefships are situated in the plain country, which in gene- 
ral is well watered by rills or canals, and has abundance of forage for camels 
an<l horses, which are numerous. The soil is dry, but there are many gardens 
near the towns. The style of building, from a scarcity' of wood, is that of the 
bce-hivc shape. There is a good open caravan road from Meshid to Balk, 
which is a journey of Itidays; thus, from Meshid to wShurukhs, four ; to the 
Monghul, three ; to Maimuna, four ; and to Balk in five days. This is much 
the nearest route to Gabool from the west. 


23. Between Herat and Cabool, and south of tliose Chiefships, lies the 
mountainous country of the Hazaras. The journey between tiie cities has 
been performed in 12 days by Shah Zuman, with a body of hor.se, and is said 
to be passable for artillery of small calibre. Garavans also travel it in summer, 
but the ascents and descents of innumi'rable hills are such that it is very 
fatiguing to the cattle, and the roads from Cabooi, by Maimuna or Gandahar, 
are always performed. Towards Herat the Hazaras are Soonees, while those 
near Cabool are Shiahs, which is a singular reversal, since the people of Cabool 
are of the former, and those of Persia of the latter persuasion. About Kbujir 
Chist, east of Obe and Herat, the reimorees are partially submissive to Slier 
Mahomed Khan, and will assist Herat. Those who arc near Maimuna, and 
the adjoining states, .are jilundered by them, while Moor.ad Beg, of Koondooz 
“ chupaos” the country to Yakonhnng, over three of the passes of Hindoo 
Koosh, and near Bainian. The e.asterii ^lortion about Bamian, and west of the 
road between Ghiizni and Gandahar, are subjects of Gabool, and pay a regular 
tribute. They are the Hazaras of Besoot, Dihziiugee (in part), Kara Bagh and 
Jughoree. '1 he Kuzzibashs of Cabool have orders given on the greater part of 
this tract for their allowances, the people being Shiahs, but the revenues of 
Besoot are genendly collected by one of the Ameer’s .sons. The Hazarabs of 
Faloda, Hoojuristan, which is west of Jughoree, as well as those of Dih Kooiulie, 
secure indejiciideiiee from their remote possessions. The whole race is without 
a head, or it might prove very formidable ; at present they are driven off in 
every direction, and sold like sheep. At. no period did the Kings of Cabool 
derive so much revenue from them as is now procured by Dost Mahomed Khan. 
The eastern Hazaras are bigoted Shiahs, and devotedly attached to the Persian 
party in Afghanistan. 

24. South of tile territories of (he TIazaras we have the Chiefships of Can- 
dahar, but its affairs require a more extended notice than can be here given to 
them. It will be sufficient to observe that if Herat were not crippled by 
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Persia, Candahar could not resist an attack from it without the aid of Cabool. 
The position of Candahar is isolated, and its cordial union with Cabool is there- 
fore necessary for its existence and preservation. '1 he Chiefs themselves are 
perfectly aware of their danger, and in seeking an alliance with Persia have 
no sincerity in their solicitude, but the object of security against Herat. 
Their position is further endangered by differences, which are unhappily too 
frecpient, among the ruling brothers, and which foreign threats do not always 
extii'jguish. 

Proi)Hh(e rfiVicts of 25. Having thus passed in review the state of Herat itself, and the countries 

certainly would not appear to be in a condition likely to offer 
dn .ihCLu am j. resistance to a power which had any consolidation. If Persia fails in the 

present attack, the result may be disastrous to her, but if enabled to establish 
an ascendancy in Herat, she could in course of time bring under subjection 
the petty states to the north ; she could never advance a step further cast with- 
out paralysing or conquering them. The Afghans themselves view with con- 
cern, and many of them with despair, the ))resent invasion by Persia ; the 
whole resources of that country, say they, have never of late years been arrayed 
under the Shah, and that this attack differs in consequence from all others. If 
it prove successful, they anticipate the removal of the Afghans round Herat 
into the interior of the kingdom, according to the usage very common in these 
countries, which will let in upon its fertile plains the neighbouring Shiah sub- 
jects of Persia, and thus fix its supremacy and support the feelings of the 
Afghans, in religion and policy, by those of Persia. Should these opinions 
turn our well founded, the result of the campaign will be most calamitous to 
the Afghan people, though the progress of Persia towards Cabool itself would 
even in that case be still impeded l3y the number of Chiefships, though that 
number and their disunion would ensure their ultimate fall. It is fortunate 
that the Huzaras about Herat are enemies in creed to Persia, and that the 
whole country to the Indus is inhabited by rigid Soonees ; still, with a tolerant 
poli(’y that interfered not with their religion, any power might overrun and 
maintain the region lying between India and Persia. Had Runjeet Sing, in the 
outset of his career, permitted the Maliorncdans to pray aloud and kill cows, 
he might have possessed himself of the entire kingdom of Ahmed 8hah Dooranee. 
But Persia is not likely to pursue more enlightened views, and the present 
reigning family in Afghanistan, the Barukzyes, may avail themselves of the 
opportunity to secure their possessions by submitting to his power, for since 
Persia cannot govern them lierself they may do it under her. Should, however, 
the Afghans, circumscribed though they now are by narrow limits, be freed 
from apprehension on the East, instead of following the destinies of Persia on 
the fall of Herat, they might without difficulty be unit(^d, when their country 
would form a barrier not to be forced by future aggressors. The materials are 
by no means so incoherent as they at first sight appear, but without measures 
that will ensure their union as a nation (whatever independence may be 
allowed to each Chiefship), this country must sink under one of even inferior 
resources. 

(signed) Alex. Bumes, 

Cabool, On a Mission to Cabool. 

7 February 1838. 

(True copies.) 

(signed) H. Torrens, 

Deputy Seraretary to the GoTemment of India 
with the Governor General. 
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To W. II. Macnaghten^ Esq., Secretary to the Governor General of India, 
Governor General's Camp. 

I HAVE the honour to report on an intrigue or conspiracy, encouraged by 
Maharajah Runjeet Sing, to overthrow the government of Dost Mahomed 
Khan, which has been discovered in a curious manner, by the melancholy 
assassination of one of the parties concerned. A few^ words will suffice to explain 
its origin. 

2. After the affair of Jainrood, the Ameer of ('abool gave the government of 
Ghuznee to one of his six sons, displacing hi.s nephew Shumsodeen. Sooltan 
Mahomed Khan, from Peshawur, fomented as much as possible the bad feeling to 
which this step gave rise, addressed letters to Shumsodeen and to his own sisters 
at Cabool, to incite their husbands to conspire against Dost Mahomed Khan, 
promising them in return, and in his Highness's name, great rewards from the 
Maharaiah. On this account various letters were addressed to booltan Ma- 
homed Khan, who passed them on to Rajah Dhyan Bing, and the steps taken 
by the ruler of Lahore on the occasion have now come to light in the annexed 

documents. • 

3 One of the Ameer’s brothers-iivlaw, Sadoo Khan, a Barukzye, being, as it 
is supposed, conscience struck at liis treason, revealed it to the Ameer, 
the dissatisfoction of his wife, a lady of nnpenous disposUion, who had lo^ 
been ill used by him, and iigainst whom she had often complained to htr 
brother the AmLr. Dost Mahomed Khan took no further notice of ^liat he 
had heard than to inform all parties of his knowledge; of their conduct. On 
the night of the 5th instant, as Sadoo Khan was returning liome from dmmg 
with the Ameer, he was shot through tlie body, in the bazaar, bj 
The assassin was immediately secured, and, horrible to relate, stated D'fvt ^ 

as its cause. 

picions expressed m eompass the Ameer’s destruction, 

ultimo, that mKr of Lahoie . _ the Maharajah is addressing the 

by means of Sooltan onmd K a • .. ,, f„„e„t ihstur- 

Governor Jf. p wer hav Ame(;r Dost Mahomed Kluln and 

bances in Cahool, and wiuii j .,n,l wiiiU. his Hiehness expresses 

others that they should offer any F“ ; ' | consultation and harmony 

himself in terms of eordtahty °«Oe. 1^”^ ^ .. „,y 

«v7StTlrA7w"k ,0 ••eh.ck-m.te," n, he ealls it. the Chief of 

Cabool. 

1 * • tUp Ipttors now transmitted, and retained 

5. I have seen the originals of tlie Ameer of Cabool 

copies of them. They to me with a note, saying he 

sees well into what is passing ; , ^ ^ physician, and that 

looked to the British Government » “ theV papers to -light 

though the it eorroboraud all he had previously 

were not matters for him lo aweu , 

stated 

6. The expression of J^^"4hCie«efto DhTan Sn^ not without 

the individuals named in the Maharajahs^ letter to unjan g, 
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its importance at this time, and shows that if his Highness did really consider 
the individual in question an agent of Russia, he did not or\ that account think 
it necessary to abstain from seeking his aid and co-operation. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Akfc- Bumes, 

Cabool, 10 February 1838 . On a Mission to Cabool. 


Tbanslation of a Letter from Rajah Dhayn Sing to the address of Sirdar Sooltaa 
Mahomed Khan, the Meer of the Afghans. 


4L C. • _ 

You® kind letter, cgntaining the- happy tidings of your welfare, and the faithful services 
which you are performing for his Highness the Maharajah, reached me in a fortunate 
moment* and I fully understood its contents. As there were many important subjects in 
your letter, I lost no time in laying it before the Maharajah, who has highly approved of 
them, and of your attachment and fidelity. 

I rely, and thoroughly trust, that the Maharajah will honour every one of the ohiefs and 
nobles who shall wait on him, in the month of Kartak (November), with suitablo Jageers,” 
and I have obtaiued the order of his Highness to this effect, a copy of which I ouqI^® f"^!* 
your perusal. , 

You must now endeavour to further promote the power of the Maharajah, and bring 
over Sirdar Mahoiued Afzal Khan, the son of Dost Mahomed Khan, with 2,000 horsemen ; 
Soqltaii Ahmed Jan, the son of Azim Allah Khan, and Moolla Momin, and every one of 
them will receive the favours of the Maharajah and gifts of land, according to his station. 
They will also get a suitable sum of money to maintain their dignity. 

Do not be at all concerned for yourself; the title of Meer-i- Afghan,’* or chief of the 
Afghans, which the Maharajah has lately bestowed uj>on you, will become celebrated, and 
crowned by fresh favours of the Maharajah. By fulfilling the services pointed out, there 
will be three benefits arising to you : first, the bonds of your loyalty and attachment tOv the 
Maharajah will be strengthened ; second, your name will be known to every Afghan in 
the country ; third, the nobles and chiefs who will wait upon Maharajah by induceraenta 
from you, will be grateful to you, aud consider you the Meer of the Afghans. 

1 hope you will send your messengers in all quarters, to every one, aud assure them of 
thefavours of the Miharajali in case they come in this month of Kartuk (Noveanher). 

You should also write to Sirdar Khojah Mahomed Khan (his son), and to Sirdar Rahim 
Dil Khan (of Candahar), to come with 2,000 horsemen to the Maharajah, who will gra- 
ciously give him a handsome salary to maintain his dignity and equipage. It will make 
the friends of Kandahar happy, and the enemies sorry. 

You should also write to Sirdar ij^humsoodeen Khan, the son of Mahomed Amcor Ivjian, 
to hold out in Ghuzni with bitiveiy, and send his agents to the Mahamjah, who will honour 
him with the highest favour. In this case he will have no fear Ifom Cabool (DfKst 
Mahomed). Wc will also send a bold army to Peshawur; and Dost Maliomed Khan, 
being surrounded with diflSculties, will be like the king ou a chess board, checkmated in 
Cabool 

You yourself must also sow the seeds of friendship with the rulers of Bajour and Kooner, 
and obtain their confidence. 

It, well known to you that the Maharnjah is extremely fond of horses, so you must 
iuduQC the nobles who intend to wait on his Highness to bring fine horses and swords, and 
his Highness will thus he more kind to you. 

Quntinue tQ write me always, since a letter Is considered half a meeting. 


of the Enclosure, being the Letter of the Mshar^sh Rui^eet Sing, to .the 
adeb^ of Rajah J)hayn Siim. 

A. C. ... 

Since you are iny confidential apd principal weUwisher, I give ypu notice of the following 
wangements. 

You know that Sirdar Afzal Khan, son of Dost Mahomed Khan, with 2,000 horsemen, 
and sirdar Rahin Dil Khan, with the same number of troops and five horses, as well' as 
bpoltan Ahmed Jan, son of Azim Klutn, Moolla Momin Khan, &c., with 200 horsemen, 
Hi^ee Khan Kokor, Abdool Summund, Kaibi Kopsee (agent of the Russians), Nabobs 
Jubbar Khan, Siaman Khan* and Usxnan Kbtii* have desired* tibrough Skw ^Itan 

Idaboi^ed 
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Kkai^ to wait upon aie. I therefore inform you that any of these Sirdars who 
may ooma with presents of' good horses and sworde will meet my iavour, and, in lieu 
of Us homage, receive a handsome salary. 

You should alsp write to Sirdar Shumsoodeen, the son of Mahomed Ameer Khan, to rely 
on my hindnese, and be happy in Ghuzni. lie ought to send his agent to me, who wifi 

teat^ Wndly- 

(True translations.) 

^signed) Alex, Ihirnes, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) II. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India 
with the Governor General 


To fV. H, Macnaghteiiy Esq., Secretary to the Governor General of India, 
Governor General’s Camp. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Right Honourable 
the Governor General of India, a letter from Lieutenant l-.eeeh, under date 
the 28th ultimo, lyeporting the progress of the Persians against H (‘rat, and con- 
tinuance of his communication with the Chiefs of Candahar. 

2. It will be seen that the impression entertain(‘d at Candahar is, that Herat 
will fall by the vernal e(]uinox if not succoured. In the 5th paragraph of the 
Report, accompanying my letter of the 7th instant, it is however believed that 
if it can hold out till then it will receive assistance from th(^ Toorkmuns and 
Other tribes of Toorkistan. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) A. Hurnes, 

GabflOl. la February 1<?38. On a MUsiou to Cabool. 


I the honour to report that aince my last, dated IHth instant, there have been no 

news received from the west regarding the progress of the siege of Herat ; my own cossid has 
sot litid time to return. Kamran is described as in a state of insensihility to his danger from 
constant debauehery, and the opinion here is, that unless succoured (of which at present 
^ore ifl little hope), the place will fall by the (estival ot Nouroz, about the 1st ot April. 

2. The Sirdar called on me on the 21st. Il<! seemed anxious tlnit 
should be taken to secure Herat; he said that be and Ids brotbers would eollei'l jO, WO men, 

and that their moving on to Fnnah with this force would rai.-e the sio'^e of Herat; tlmt 

it would be too late to seek for safety of Candahar when that city hdl, that it was Uie gate 
of Af'dianistan ; be mentioned there was an elehee of Kaniran’s in the city, who had come 
to olfer money to the Sirdars if they would move on to Farrali, and that they had delay e<, 
t ™mLn of assistance from us: He then read a letter from Newab .lubbar Khan, in 
whicli they were led to hope that everything they wished would be done by me, and he 
wished to Low in what way the British were willing to belrienil them. He said M^ahomed 
Oomer Khan had not been despatched to conciliate the Kluiiiirs on account ol (ear for t ieir 
own uossessions; that they were not always powerful enough to resist Kamran, and that 
Persm threatened them they would tender their allegiance, and to save theiuaelvcs ley 
bad iLnded sending to oonciliate the Shah, that they might kcq) him 

get rfd oSalan, and secure Herat for themselves, and in the bands ot Afghan^ I a d 
L were urcvented •'oing farther than in promising them assistance in (rase of the fall ot 

iheir interest. 

1— Sess. 2. ® 3 


To Captain Alexander Uumes^ on a Mission to Cabool 


No newR from 
wfst rcf^nriliiig 
bicf'p. 


(’onvorsatioii 
Mphr Dil Kliiti 


Jtui.siiig tlu* 
Herat. 


(Object in sontli 
Mu homed Otu« 
KImii. 


Ofter to for will 
letter to tlie i m 


3. On 
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<*finvcrsation with 
Sirdar Ruhim Dil 
Khan. 


i 'ausc of our dif- 
ference with l^ersia. 


Second coriverpa- 
tion witli Mehr I)il 
Khan. 

Openinpf for an 
eueiuy made by 
their alliance with 
Verf»iu. 


Aiyians averse to 
peace. 


Interview with the 
iiirdarsi in company. 


OlijccI in coining to 
this country. 


W lictlier commer- 
cial or political. 


3. On the 23d, I requested an interview with Sirdar Rahim Dil Khan at his residence. 
In s])eaking of the comparison of our friendsliip with that of Persia, I said the latter ht^ 
certainly promised them Herat; that we could not do that, but by securing their country 
from foreign enemies would give them time to administer the internal affairs of their own 
country, and increase their revenue ; that we were on good terms with Kamran, and were 
till now with Persia; that we disapproved of her designs in this quarter; that we had dis- 
ciplined her army, and were ready to officer her troops, if employed in other quarters. 
Persia had offered them Herat. It was for them to consider whether she had the power 
to fulfil this promise, and protect them from the enemies that this allegiance to Persia 
would create. 

4. On the 24th, Sirdar Mehr Dll Khan again called on me. I said he best knew what 
advantage or disadvantage would arise from their connexion with Persia, but that the 
world saw one disadvantage, that it was well known that if a cry was raised in the country 
at present against the Sheeah Persians, thousands of ghazecs (crusaders) would rise and 
consent to be led against their enemies for a bare, subsistence, and if they allied themselves 
with those Sheeahs, an* opening was left for any 8oonce enemy of theirs to raise that hue 
against themselves in their own country. 

5. He .‘^aid that the Afghans were a nation that were unwilling to receive the blessinga 
of peace, their country was poor and their population could not be contained in its present 
hounds and exist. I said that with peace their comincreial connexion with neighbouring 
countries would increase; that in those (‘ountries there was now a demand for the natural 
products of this, which by peace being established would increase, and employment might be 
found for the warlike spirits he had ineiitionod in tiic armies of their neighbouring friends* 

• 

6. I yesterday had an interview with the Sirdai’s in company, and explained away to 
their satisfaction some expressions in a letter addressed by yourself to Kohin Dil Khan, 
which had slightly displeased him. I explained to him that the letter contained the serious 
advice of a friend, putting him on his guard against what a]:)peared an Imminent danger, and 
that his own friendly letters had authorised that offer of advice. Kohin Dil Khan asked 
me the object the mission had in coming so far from our country. 1 explained that the 
Engli>h had grown powerful by their commerce ; that to increase that, and to encourage 
merchants, wc had been deputed from llliidoostan to seek to conduct to our own markets 
by tlic river Siiide, the ]jrudu<*tions tlu’re in recjiiost of the countries to the right and left 
of tliat river. That those wore the original objects of the mission. The l^cshawur question 
had fortuitously arisen, and since, the Herat one, though far from being anticipated on our 
departure from II indostan. He asked whether our objects were commercial or political 
in these countries. I told them they would continue commercial so long as the west was 
quiet, but when tlint ceased to be the case I hoy would become political. He said that in our 
letters flic word “parwarish” had often Ik-cii used, and by that word he understood 
advaneement, and a.-kcid by what means we proposed to advance him. I said, I was not 
aware of that word having been used; he said “parwarish” was the training of a shrub 
till it became a tree ; that the growth of our trees took many years. They (the Sirdars; were 
anxious for the present, not for the future; they did not care what happened after their 
lile'tinie. I said that this commencement of friendshii) was the seed of the tree, and before 
roaring it, it was necessary to know what fruit it would bear, but these were subjects for 
future discussion; that the jirescnt ‘‘ parwarish"’ wc offered w'as security against their 
enemies. Ruhim Dil Khan said, this was not “ parw'arish ;” they said they desired the 
acquisition of increased power, and they w'ore afraid that il they made friendship with ue, 
we could check their attempts at conquest by claiming the tlnreatened country, iis connect-ed 
by bonds of friendship with us, I told them explicitly that w c wmuld certainly interfere if 
they attacked a state with whom we might have a defensive treaty, or if they disturbed any 
state on our frontiers, so as to injure our trade, and thus ended the interview. 

I have, &c. 

Candahar, 28 January 1838. (signed) It Leech, Assistant. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) A. Burnes, 

. On a Mission to Cabool. 


(True copies.) 

(signed) H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India 
with the Governor General. 
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To W. //. Macnaf/hten^ Esq., Secretary to the Governor General, 
Governor Generals Camp. 

Sir, 

After I had despatched my packet of this day's date, I received the accom- 
panying letter from Lieutenant Leech, which brings down our intelligence from 
Candahar to the 5th instant. Tin* Persians seem to prosecute the siege of 
Herat with vigour, but as yet, happily, without success. 


Cabool, 12 February 1838. 


1 have, &c. 

(signed) Alex. Humes, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


Sir, , . 

I HAVE the honour to forward tho following ])iccos of intelligence brought li*om Herat 
by Sayad Noor Shah, who arrived la^t evening from that city after a journey of 11 days, 
with letters from the Vizier of Shah Kamran to the Sardurs, suing for their assistance, and 
appealing to them as professors of one Faith (the Sunnoe) 

2. The whole Persian lorce consi.^ts of 70,000 infantry and cavalry, 63 guns and seven 
mortars; 20,000 of these with 11 guns were dc'taclied under the Ashit ol Meshid against 
Sher Mahomed Hazara, whom he defeatcHi; hnt the latter being joined by the ehiel «)1 
Maimuna, subsequently gained advaiCage in different .actions, killing I ersmns. 

Mahamad Shah has detached 3,000 men and several guns (3) to reinforce the Asfu . Nier 
Mahamad has writtcfi to Kamran. to say he would alter two days venture a general aelion , 
if the event was favourable, ho would hasten to liis asM^tance, il not he must trust to ns 
good fortune. Kiimran i« reported to lx- snlUrino in licalUi. 

Mahamad should gain a victory over tl.o Ashif ol .Medud, .Mahanmd Sh^, yon .1 he o| d 
to treat witli his enemv. otherwi^,! lio vows to ( inulatc his predecessor Isadir Slml . H e 
garrison of Herat is liO(H); 2.000 .are sot apart for sallies, and 

during the day tho whole garrison is on dnU at once. In the city wheat is sold at hall .i 
ruZVu! tnannd. and in 11^ c.unp half a rial the mannd. It was heloie so d at two ri.al 
the mannd; but Shamsodecn, sineo his arriMd. has disclosed ''"'J jj;,' 
ffranarios of the nci'dibourhood for the Ixesieging nrmy ; he is nut tdl day on Inia e, tin 

2.5 Iw’lmii.c-ifai t"™ Ji’ivc"' V IVr.t.iwt wl.i.i. 

“r'aiuf or i: it; 

JSinS" 5,fo.n 

camels, &e,. &c. from Porsian camp. Shah’s camis with a letter from 

3. A man of tho Sirdars ha,s arnved, inaitferent to the 

the Vi/ier. 1 Iiavo not seen it, but | f,.i(.,ia>hii'i since he hears they do not intend 

presence^f the J’elchy, whom they detainc.1 si-x montl.s, lias informed 

to send Mahamad Onicr ^^han , t apprcciatcrt their conscfiucnce. 

him that they could only muster 4, , ’ .. havim^ given up their connexion 

4. On my arrival hero I h.d some <loub^ 

with Persm: BrttynJovernment and Ids brother at Cabool and had desi.sU'd 

saymghewasoncw.ththoiSrtisli tliis from the birdars own mouth. 

Sly »r.W '>“• 

the interview has been postponed. j have, &c. 

(signed) Ji' Leech, Assistant. 

(True copies.') 

(signed) II. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government ol India • 
witli the Governor General. 


To Captain Alc.r. liiirms, on a Mission to Cabool. 


PiTsiori forci*. 

Sher Mftliomt'ii 

llu/aru. 

Ill inforec'uu’ut 


Treaty. 

( larrisoii. 
Wheat. 


Suloo Khan 
^'lfhy from Or 

Ihealw.s ami rs‘'1 


Intelligence In 
the Persian ca 


Mesint^efroiii f 
Dil Khan. 


Candahar, 5 February 1S38. 


To Captain A. Burnes, on a Mission to Cabool. 

, V .u n;o-v,t Honourable the Governor General of India to 
I AM desired by the Riobt H instant, transmitting 

.acknowledge the receipt ® ^ reporting the reception which that officer 

extracts from letter. 

and Mr. Wood met with trora the Chiet ot iv ^ 

l-Sess. 2. ® 
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2. In reply I am directed to observe, that his Lordship has been much 
gratified with the account which you have furnished of this interview, evincirtg 
as it does the respect in which British officers are held in a quarter where the 
existence of such a feeling, in the j)resent state of affairs, cannot fail of being 
advantageous. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W. 11, Maaiaghten, 
Secretary to Government of India with th^ 
Governor General. - 

Camp at B^gumkbad, 14 February 1838. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to tlie Government of India 
with the Governor General. 


To Captain A. Bttrncs, on a Mission to Cabool. 

Sir, 

I AM desired by the Right Honourable the Governor (jeneral of India t6 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 1 1th ultimo, n^porting latest 
intelligence of Herat, received by way of Koondooz and Candahar, which are 
corroborative of Shah Kamran’s being in an alarming situation, and stating 
your impression as to the cause of a Persian force entering Toorkistan to be 
scarcity of forage near Herat. 

2. The Governor General is disposed to concur in the conjecture you have 
formed as to the cause of the reported expedition, but his Lordship will await 
with much anxiety the receipt of further intelligence regarding the operations 
of the Persian army. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) \V, H, Macmc/hten^ 

Secretary to the Government of India 
with the Governor General. 

Camp at Begumabud, 14 February 1838. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India 
with the Governor General. 


To fV, H. Macnaghten^ Esq., Secretary to the Governor General of India, 
Governor General’s (5amp, 

Sir, 

I no myself the honour to transmit, for the information of the Right Honour- 
able the Governor General, extracts of an extremely interesting nature, from a 
private letter of Mr. Lord at Koondooz. It will be seen that the disease under 
which the Chief’s brother labours js hopeless,* but that the melancholy fact has 
made no change in Moorad Beg’s treatment of the party. 

2. The communications which have passed between the Chief of Koondooz 
and Mr. Lord regarding commerce, and the furthering of it in those countries, 
(cannot fail to prove acceptable ; and, at this time, the light in which he hold 
the Persian invasion of Herat, must also be considered valuable. I have 
requested Mr. Lord to draw up an official report on the state of Koondooz, for 
the information' of Government. 

3. The progress of Mr. Wood is satisfactory, though the winter is severe. 
He has been to the source of the river of Budukhshan, and by last accounts 
was 12 days’ journey east of Koondooz. His field books, &c. have reached me, 
and contain mlich that is novel and interesting ; but, in their present state, 
I do not transmit them to Government. 

I have, &o. 

Gabool, (signed) Altx, Burnes, 

17 Februtfty 1838. On a Mission to Cabool. 
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Extbacts of a Letter from Mr. /W, at Koondooz, to'the Address of Captain A. Bunies, 
ciated Koondooz, 30 January 1838. 

You will be prepared to boar that I hav(‘ j^iven up my patioiuV case as hopeless ; but 
t 0 resii^nation with which this destruction of all his hopes of rei^ainin'i** his si“ht has 
been borne, both by himself and Moor Murad is 1‘ar greater than eitlier or I 

could have anticipated, and, in fact, is such as to do hii^h lioutuir to the Uzbek eharartiM*. 
I had from the first declared the case to be one of extreme dlfhcultv, and latterly told him 
that on^ after another of my remedies had pro\ed ineiha-tual, aiid that the siioht liope 
1 originally might have had was daily becoming less. My Hmal announcement he antici- 
pated by sending me a message on the e\enlng of the 17th, to this ethet ; lb* ielt it 
was written in his dc"‘tiny that he was not to reei^\er hi^ .-iglit ; he was .sa(l>(icd I had done 
everything possible, but that he was now resigned to the will of (hxl, and eonti-nt 
back to his own house, eonviiua'd that a cure wms not lo be expeeft'd 'flux' 
nearly my own sentiments on tlu' matter, that I did not offer much, opposition; 1 s',id. If 
he wished for iny advice it was this: that he should ]H'r.d:-l in hi^ renu'die,^ in) d.i\s lengc'i, 
within \vhich time, if there wxas n(» ainendmcnt, I was ho])ele''S; hut that if he determined 
on going now, 1 had little to say against it, as mv hop(‘s of ultimate im])rov(‘nu‘nt wane now 
very slight. I added, it w'ouhl be well be sbould think it o\cr for llu^ night, and that in 
the morning f w’ould rail and hear his <leeislon. With th(*se words I di'-nii^r-('d the mis'-ion, 
which consisted of Monsa Vossawnl (the ( Jon (‘ rnor of Khanahad. at wdiieh 
Zohrab Khan (the Governor of Inderah), and a ^lecnv.a. 

About 8 p.m., ha\ing heard that the Mi‘('r/a had finally detf'nnined on submit ling to bis 
fate, 1 went over to take leave of blm, and othn* siieb consolations as might occur to me 
He express('d bimsoK* In c\cry way safisfi(*(l w'ilb the exertions I bad madixand sai<l be was 
under obligations wdiieh be never shouhl forget, and beggaal I would eonllniii' bis gne.'t a^ 
long as it suited ilie to remain in the country, c\erv part ol’ wblrli I was at liberty to Nisit. 
He added numerous other expressions of kindl\ leeling, and ( Vpluined ll\at lie bad given 
order.s to Mousa Yessawul that all ni) wishes were to be atti'inhal to. lb' then reverttal 
to bis own melaneboly condition, and, losing all composure, burst into tears, a( (Mi''Ing lilm- 
aolf loudly of the many crimes be bad committed, and ncknowh'dglng the band of ( iod in llu' 
judgment wdileb bad now' overtaken him. 'flu* seeiu' was a .slrang(' mixture of tin' patbotie 
and the ludicrous. I could not help syin]>athising siiuu'rely with the ])oor old !nau and bis 
son, a fine lad of 15, who shared dee])ly in bis tiitlu'r s gri('l'; but tb(*n ('\(‘ry broad-faced 
Uzbek about the room, seeing his ebief in toar^, thought it Inemnbi'nl on him to blnblx'r 
a little also. After the first Imrst of grief was over, I to(.k on me to ])e ^'ornforter. 1 said 
lie had undoubtedl) commlticd crimes, as all men had, but tlien lu' bad uIm) done mm‘h 
that was good; be had chcrlsbcd the ryot, di.‘*tribntcd justice, and I laid with my own 
eyes seen that tlic people who lived under him were contented and bappv. I ad«le(l, that 
God had taken aw^ay one bh'sslng, but bad given him in.iny-- laiub, bouses, cliildia'ii. 
wealth, and powder; that it became him to look on these, not on wlml was lukiMi away, Jind 
to be thanklid. I further advised liim to liave the Koran constantly rvinl to blm, and to 
reflect on the instability of this world; and having .so said, f got up and went away. 

Next morning the old man returned to Koondooz, and 1 started to ])a\ my long-pro- 
mised visit to Moorcroft’s Syud. 

The village of the holy man is about six inili‘s at the other side of Talikan ; In all, 30 
miles from Khanahad. I reached it about four in tlie afti'rnoon, and in dismounting wa^ 
conducted to a small neatly carpeted apartment, where I was told to exjieet a visit from 
the Svud as .soon as be should have fiiiisbed liis afternoon d(‘votions. In about bait an 
hour he came. I stooped to kiss his band in acknowledgment of bis sanctity, when be 
gently raised and embraced me. I then endeavoured to ex))re.ss to him the obligation wbieb 
I in common witli all Feringees, felt to him for the .service lu* had ri'iidered oiir ill fati'd 
countryman, Moorcroft, and addc'd, it was a favour none of sliouhi ever lorgrt I 
explained to him this was the very first day T had been disengaged since my arrival in 
Murad Boo-’s territories, and that I had impatiently await('d the opportunity it aftordod me 
of expressmo- to him these the common sentiments of my nation. Tfe appeared mneb 
orratified, but modestly disclaimed any merit, saying it was not in bis ijower to do nmcli lor 
Moorcroft. He added, it astonished liim not a little to find that so trifimg an action, as it 
had appeared to him at tlie time, el.o.dd have .eaelied a eonntry so remote a..d so -real, 
as ours. ' After a little further eorivexsatiou, m whie.li I had .-.aid 1 had been cliar-ed l,o add 
your aekuowledgmenfs to my own, he retired, and soon alter slaves made their appearance, 
bearing several trays of pitoas and sweetmeats, to which iny long ride nielined me to do 

’‘"AltM dinner he again came, and sat with me nearly an hour 'I'l.c conversation ran 
chiefiv on politics and commerce as connected with India and Persia. Knowing Ins 
influence owr the mind of Murad Beg, 1 took occasion to explain to him the objects o 
you" mtslon, and more particularly the intentions ot our Government to cstalifish a grea. 


'annual fair on the hanks of the Indus, and showed the l.one its w ,mh must arise from this 

“rt c Meer! whose country would neecs.=arily be the grand line ol crnmnumeation between 

u- A In , T.n.L-istnii I le seemed nerfeetlv to coinprebend all my statements, and made 
Hindoostanaml rink, Stan lie ^ 

m;::^u3'trrtd SlhUldd 1 . ^. <1 Imd i.yorn/ed bin. ti.at 1 hml relimp.islied 

Somed Beg’s ease as hopeless.) I replied, that if the Meer would permit me, 1 wish,.! 

i — Sess. 2. i 
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to travel a little about liis counlry, ns it was the custom of the Feringees t-o observe every 
thing that came in their way. IM said he bad heard this from Moorcroft, and thought 
[ would find no difficulty here. 

Before going away ho again ex[)r(*sscd his astonishment at our being acquainted with 
what he had done for Moorcroft. ‘Ms it really a fact,” said he, “that this is known in 
Firingestan ?” “Wulla bella,”. said I, “the very children take the name of Syud 
Mahomed Kusim, the friend of the Firingoos.” lie did not attempt to conceal his satisfac- 
tion. “ God is great I” said he; “ feel iny pulse.” “ Shuki alhum diillillah,” said I, “ what 
strength and firmness I If it please God, one-half your life is not yet passed.” We stroked 
our beards, said a “ fatha,” and the old man departed. g 

I saw him again in the morning when I was about to return. He had been praying from 
cockcrow until past nine o’clock. He stop])ed for a few minutes as he passed my door, 
said a few words of impiiry, asked for some medicines for his eyes, and having ordered 
breakfast to be brought me, took bis leave. 

On proceeding to mount I found a handsome young horse, which he bad ordered to be 
presented to me in return for some articles 1 had given him. A man was also in readiness 
to show inc the salt mines, which 1 bad expressed a wish to see. 

Having visited lliem, I thoiigbt it well to make my salanm to the heir apparent (Atalik 
Beg), as 1 was in bis vicinity. He received me in the same distinguished manner his father 
had (lone, standing outside his own door, with all his court drawn up around him, placed 
me in the highest, seat, and at my departure presented me with a horse and khilut. The 
first two tricks being thus clearly won, T thought it proper to lose no time in going to 
Kundooz and ascertain my fate there. 

The day alter my arrival (22<i January) 1 had visits from Atma and M eerza Biidecar, 
who both assured me that the Meer’s Iricndly disposition towards me was not in the least 
altered by tlui result of his brother’s ease, which he said was his destiny. Atma further 
added, that Mahomed Beg, my patient, in passing through, had spoken of me in the highest 
terms, as not only possessing professional skill, hut as being perfectly ac(juairitcd with good 
manners, and as having paid lilm every j)ossihle attention. This is all as it should be. 

I had explained to both my visitors, separately, the views of our Government respecting the 
fair on the Indus; hut as T wished it more particularly to he brought to the attention of the 
Meer, and to elicit his views respecting it, 1 presented M eerza Budecar with this plain 
8tatem(‘iit of the advantages which such an event would bring to his master: “ 3,000 camel 
loads go annually from Bokhara to Russia; the value of the gooda they carry is 32 lakhs. 
If these went to our fair in the Indus they must pass through your master’s country. His 
present rate of tax<'ition is 12 rupees; a camel would levy liirn in 36,000 rupees annually, 
and he would have the same in the returns made from India; or if he took a ‘ehchil yek’* 
on tlu* above declared vjilue, then it will amount to 80,000 rupees cash ; and this without 
any expense, trouble or ditficulty to the Mcer, save that his rate ol‘ taxation should be 
moderate, and his f)art of the road kept free from robbers, as it in fact already is. As for 
the rest,” I said, “ our friendship with the, rulers of Kabul and Kandahar, the Punjaub, 
Bhawulporo and Siiide made all safe, and our extensive command of shipping and facilities 
of manufactures, insured our being able to supply the merchant with betUTand at a cheaper 
rate than he now procured tliem from Russia, after a j)ainful and hazardous journey.” After 
.some parley the Mirza perfectly understood the account, and asked “ If my master is 
accountable fur the safe passage of goods from the duria i Puni (Oxus) to Bunnucaa, will 
your Government then heeoine answerable for the rest of the road? ” “ Undoubtedly,” said 

I, “ it you ask my private opinion ; hut it is a question which I have no public authority to 
answer. Sikunder Burnes has ; and, if your Mcer wishes me, 1 will send* it to him and 
get an answer, which sliall he sure.” 

I then said, as I was then unemployed, I Would, if it was the Meer’s pleasure, go for 
a few days to Khooloom, and afterwards to Kolab, where I understood coal was to be 
found. 

Next morning Meerza Budecar returned. He said he had, at a private audience, ex- 
plained to the Mcer our views in e.stal»lishing the bazaar on the Indus, the great resort of 
merchants it would bring to his country, and asked how far it met his views, and how far 
he would be answerable lor the goods passing through his dominions. The Mcer, he said, 
expressed his entire satisfaction, and added that if one “ pool” (the lowest copper coin) were 
lost from Muzar to Bameean, he would replace it. 

He said I Avas at full liberty 1o visit Khooloom or any other part of his territories, but 
he demurred about Kolah, as he said the people were “ very dogs,” and ho did not like to 
trust me into their hands; but he sent me a specimen of the “ black stone” which I was 
anxious to see, and which he had got from that country, without knowing its use. The 
specimen seems to he of tlic kind termed “ compact wood-coal” (a variety of the Bavey coal 
of F.nglaiid); distinctly .^hows the fibrous texture; burns with a strong bituminous smell; 
emits much licat, particularly if broken small and made into cakes; is heavy ; leaves much 
ashes; and though not itself a first quality coal, yet affords strong presumptive evidence, 
particularly if viewed in connexion with the geological facts after mentioned, that better 
mav bo found in its vicinity. 

The Mirza also brought me a mesvsngc to say that the Mcer wished to pay ajl the travelling 
expenses I had been at in coming here. I replied, that was out of tlie question. I had 
come here to evince the friendly disposition of my Government towards him; if friendship 
between the two States resulted, my end was gained ; expense was no object. 

Having thus prepared the way, 1 thought 1 might venture on a visit to the great man, 

and 
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case, and wo then spoke of the Syud of xSif 1 ^ 1 /'" "I" 

enlarged Ho nskor? iT ^ J^*Uikan, on uhose piety and kindness t(^ inyselt 1 

:£ Si"" > -I*-''. »'"• 

k 1 "®®- Bunjcet Sin-, I said, made six lakhs a year of his • and ox- 

tked » Ah PNald ‘ ."’'''■''i '• '>ne. which ho himself 

was singularly great ryot piirwarisli,’* very much to l,is lumoiir. . r-i • u- , 

not^suStthaf i'll ^ tf r " ' ‘ ’“bjecV * ® 

^ ^ ’"‘T J «''e liow it lies ill the ground hefore I 

he cpinwn as to vvhct.her it was in proper ipiality and <|iiantitv or not." “ Ah !" 

he sa d, ‘ but It IS in Kola and tlic men there are greft, ‘ lianlinradnl.s,' rogm-s. 'I'hey 

Tsts ^ **'*''” ^ can make gold, and so I should he diK 

graced, for now y,,,, are my guest.” I made my ackiiowlciigmeiits. and ho continued: 

o, on 1^0 K ro, but anywhere els(‘ in inv whole iloininions ; some of the inlm's are 
now covered up hy snow, but in .spring I’ll show them all to you, ami iihcreicr you decide 
It would be profitable to work, half shall be yours and half mine." 1 retunred all due 
thanks for this offer, but declared the credit of tiiidiiig them was all I rciiiire.l, and that 
the profit slioiihl he all his. As lor my.velf‘, f said J was ;i ser\anl of my Kiie/s, wlio iiaid 
^e tiinpl^ , and who had sent me fir'ie to evlne(‘ his Irieiidly (eclliijj; towards tlu‘ rzhi^k.". 

1 his was reeeiyed ino.^t gi'aeloiisly *, and I miMitionod mv wi-;li, i(‘ I bad liis leave, to Inp 
few diiys to 1\i.sh Koorghiin. ile immediately asscuited, and said lio would semfa man 
with me, as th(‘ road wiis sometimes Infe.sted hy tln‘ Snklials. lb* adod when I Inhmded 
to start, and I said not lor lour or li\e <l:i\s, as I would remain here until I reec i\i‘d letter.^ 
from Hulkh and Jvahnl, which I was expecting. 

two days alter my visit, Meer/a Ibnh'ear (‘ame to mi'witlia long string ot inti'rrogatorie^, 
and, at the risk ol being tedious, and to avoid the wor>e evil of not being explicit in eveiy- 
tbing relating to a new people, I must tell iIkmu to yon. 

‘‘You kiiow," said the Murza, “I always t(dl Von whatiwm* th(‘ Mian* says, and last 
night he said, ‘ Ilow is this.'' The Fi'ringees havi* smit and made; Iriends with Dost Ma- 
homed Khan ; wdiy have they not sent to mak(‘ friends witli mi' ?' " “ This,” said I , “ is va ry 

easy. Dost. Mahomed Khan Iuh, for sc'veral yi'ais, hei'ii inii.'-t an\ion-ly solleliing our 
friend.shi}) ; has written several letti'rs to the (lovarnor (leneral, and has done everything to 
evince a, friendly disposition towards n<. Vonr Moer ha^' never written to ask onr fVii'iid- 
eliip ; how, then, should my ( lovernmeui know' that he wi''hes it? “ llnwevar,” said I, “ my 
presenee here is a lull proof that wii are one, as [ am merelv .a sf'rvant ol (iovermnent, and 
could not have come here without order.s,” Tlie aii.swer is go al,” said he, “ I will tell it 
to the Mcer.” 

He then made some in(|ulries, as if lie vvislnal to ('Tk*!!. w lielhm* we had any views of 
extending our territories in this direction. “ Wulla hllla," >ai<l I, “ if \ our Mi er wa're to 
offer us his whole countiy as a jiresent, w(‘ wmihl not take it.” I lonnd eonsiderahle 
difficulty in satisfying him on this point, until at last 1 said, “ What <h>('s your Meer get from 
Wochan?” ‘‘ISothing,” said he. And why?” replie<l T. “ Ihaausi; they very ilistnnt.” 

‘‘ For the same rejisoii,” said F (.sprea<ling before him a maj>, and showing the .situation of 
Hindoostan and Kooiidooz), ‘Ava? should ii(*ver g(;t anything from your country which would 
make it worth the trouhh' of taking or the exiien.^'C of preserving ‘ khooh.' ” YVll,” said 
lie, now I understand f)erf(?etly.” 

lie next inquired what Ixmcdit Dost ^Fahomeil Khan was to reei'lve from our friendsliip. 

‘HInc obvious benefit,” said I,“tliat be is already rclievi'd from the war with tln'Sikh.s.” ‘‘ Hnl 
if the Persians came,” said lie, “ would y‘>n heljihim? ” “ d hat entirely depends on the 

treaty to be made with him,” said 1, “of the nature of which J know nothing; but if we 
declare ourselves bis friends, it is not likely the Persians will attack lum.” “ Wliy should 
the Persians mind you,” said lie; “ what lould you do.''” “ Do ^ said I ; “ it there were 

necessity, of course we could send an army that would soon drive tin* I^ersians back. 

]dio!” said he, “ your army would take six montlis or a > ear to come.' “ Jf it pleaded ( lod, 
said 1, vve could send you one in six weeks.” “ Own I ” said be, as if completely tnkeii 
aback by this information ; “ for Clod’s sake, how?” “ ^ on have ht^ard, ' saltl lA‘ot shljis that 
move hy steam and can sail witliout wind.” “ Yc'^,” said he. “ Well,” resumed I, again 
referring to thP map, Id days w'ill bring micIi a ship from JFombay, which you seeMi(Te, to 
the mouth of the Indus, which is there, and 2.5 mor® from that to Dera Clhaze Khan; so 
that in 40 days onr army would he in readiness to act.” 

I have since had no further qiie.^tions, hut if you now east your (*ye over i\w. above, and 
connect tlioir obvious tendency with llie mental dread ol the Persian Invasion, wlii<*h is at 
present felt through all thesi* countries, you will, T think, clearly see that they'have been 
castincT about for a resource iii ease of the worst; and the idea of I lie bare possibility of 
an affiance with the Feriiigees having once entered into tlu ir eonlemjilation, though it 
may lead to no immediate result, is yet, I ihiuk you will agn e with me, a step of no 
slight importiuicc gained amongst a people so rude and hilliei-tn so hostile to our vciy 

Tnd now, as rco-ards these Persians, 1 am mortified beyond measure at having nothing 
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This is confirmed 
ei^ht days after, 
(signed) .<4. jBwm#. 
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to send you beyond the reports of this place. These bear that a Persian force is un- 
doubtedly at Meernuna, and that the Mecr, unable to resist, has made a treaty. The terms 
of these are stated in a twofold way ; one, that it merely goes to establish the boundaries to 
be observed between Meeniuna and the Persians when they have tahen Herat ; the other, 
that, in addition to this, the Meer has ceded to the Persians a free passage through his 
dominions to Bulkh. This latter, I am inclined to think, is true, and so docs Morad 13cg, 
for he has been erfgaged these last ten days in mustering his troops, while all his Surdars 
are doing the same at their several head quarters. 

My old friend Meerza Rahmut tells me that an elchec is every di^ expected here from 
Bokhara, to propose a joint attack on the Persians: ‘‘ And what is to be your answer?’ 
said T. If they’ll give us Balkh,” said he, ‘‘ we’ll join them, and fight; if not, we’ll 
stay at home, and defend our own country when it is attacked.” 

1 have not yet heard of the coal you mention in Budukhshan, but I have got coal from a 
much better place, from Kolab, not one day’s journey from the opposite bank of the Oretis. 
And better still, the whole country about here is of the red marble formation, the same in 
which the great coal fields -of England occur ; and, still further, the hill from which this 
coal is brought is inlmcdiately backed by the rich and valuable lead mines of Buljcaran, 
exactly as the lead measures of Northumberland back the coal measures of Newcastle. 
You may suppose how impatient 1 am to get across the river. 

(True extracts.) 

(signed) Alex, Burncs, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 

\True copies.) 

(signed) 11. Torrens, * 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, 
with the Governor General. 


To W. II. Macnaglitcii, Esq., Secretary to tlie Governor General of India, 

Governor General’s Camp. 

Sir, 

I HAVE not addressed you since the 22d ultimo regarding the Russian Agent 
at this city ; not that I have been inattentive or indifferent to his proceedings 
here, for, fby e.vprcsse.s from yonrself and Mr. MSNeill, dated respectively 
the 1st January and 31st of October I find that there is no doubt of Captain 
Vickovitch's real elianicter, and that all the early surmises regarding him have 
been thus confirmed. 

2. 'Phe interval has not, however, passed without the must strenuous exertions 
on the part of Mr. Vickovitoh to draw from the Anu'er of Cabool some answer 
to the credentials and letters which he had brought. He urged that if a decided 
answer wen' cxalled for by him, it might he held unreasonable ; but that he had 
now b('en here for a period of nearly two months, and that it was due to those 
from whom he eame to acknowledge the niceipt of the letters which he had 
delivered. Dost Mahomed Klian sent for Mr. Vickovitch on the 10th instant, 
when he repeated his reasons for wishing replies, and which, [as I shall shortly 
show,! the Ameer agreed to give. 

3. xhe mode of forwarding them naturally formed the first subject of con- 
versation after tlie Ameer’s consent to reply, and he pointed out the route of 
Bokhara as the speediest and best line of communication; but to this Mr. Vic- 
kovitch objected, saying that they could be much more rapidly transmitted 
through Mr. Goutte, in the Persian camp at Herat, who, besides being his 
countryman and ])ersonal friend, was an accredited agent of the Russian Govern- 
ment. To this the Ameer saw no objections, but he decided not to address the 
Shah of Persia. 

[*4. The Ameer then proceeded to state to Mr. Vickovitch the honour which 
had''been conferred upon him by the receipt of a letter from the Emperor 
of Russia, but ‘that an equal honour he had also received from the Governor 
General of India, who had pre\<ously sent a mission to this country ; that the 
object of that mission, if successful, was all tliat he could desire, since peace 
would he restored, and he would no longer he menaced and disturbed by the 
bitter enemy of his power, the Ruler of Lahore. As yet, however, nothing had 
been settled ; and when the result was known, it would be time enough to 
arrange for Mr. Vickovitch s dismissal, when he would send a trusty person 
along with him to acknowledge the compliment.! 

The Ameer next inquired of Mr. \'ickovitch if he had received any intel- 
licfcnee from the Russian gentleman at Herat ; which he had not. He then 

stated 



CABUL AND AFI GHANISTAN. 

stated his own views regarding Herat, that it must certainly sub. nit in the end 
to Persia, for Kamran had no such promised assistance to oppose tlie Shah as 
would avail him. Mr. Viekovitch replied that the Persian army was not a very 
effieient body, but that it had an excellent park of artillei v, and that the fall of 
Herat was very probable, and the more so, as the. Shah was seeure in his j.os- 
sessions behind him, and that the Government of Russia had further added to 
that security by throwing troops east of the Caspian 8ea, to keei» the Toork- 
muns in check. The Ameer replied. Unit with such protection, even the Shah 
of Persia could not have succeeded hut for th(‘ supineness of himself and liis 
brothers at Candahar, for they had it in their power to su(’coiir IIt‘rat; fhut . 
the British Governme nt, by which they wislu'd to be ii:;uidc(l, had givi'ii them no 
encouragement or advice to do so. I need not add tiiat this conversation, and 
the repetition of the auxiliaries of Kussia having been thrown to the east of 
the Caspian Sea (which I see Mr. McNeill contradicts), goes far to conhrm 
Dost Mahomed Khan that Herat will not hold out.] The interview then 
terminated. 

(>. I further learn [from Mirza Samee Khan], that Mr. Viekovitch has 
been discoursing at length on the policy of Persia hei*.self, and of tlu' British 
Government in that country. He. stated that the English, by disciplining the 
troops of Persia, had hoped to injure Russia, but the V(‘ry op|)osit(‘ conseepumee 
had resulted ; that Persia had attacked Russia, and been defeated, which had 
enabled her to possess herself of some of, her best and fronticT proviiu’cs, and to 
establish a complete influence over the kingdom ; that Russia had no dc'sire, 
however, to make any further eonipiests iu Persia, or to allow tlu' Shah to ext(md 
his power beyond Herat, for she wished to keep Persia in elu'ck, ami not that 
she should become too powerful. Ih^ further told the Mirza to inform the 
Ameer on these points, and that he and his brotlnu’s might feel assured that 
this Persian expedition against Herat would stop tluTo, and not proseemte* its 
march farther to the east. 

/. [The Ameer sent Mirza Sanu'c Khan to report all that had pass(Ml, and] 

I took the opportunity to request that h(* would inform the Ame(‘r that if 
Mr. Vickoviteh spoke on the authority of the Russian (Jovennmmt, it had 
certainly misunderstood our proci'cdings iu Persia; that li:ul ni*v(‘r souglit 
to injure Russia, through P(‘rsia, or aught but to inak(‘ Pcrsiii strong iu h(a\s(‘lf, 
for which purpose we had from time to time givcm Ikt munitions of war and 
officers, but we had n(*ver countxniamH'd her invading eitlun* Rus.sia or Afgha- 
nistan ; and he saw in our prt sent disapproval of tlu* siige ol Herat a proof ot 
the correctness of these tacts, [ihe Mirza assented, and he said tliat the* 

Ameer would likewise* do so to our views. Mirza bainee Khan tlien piaxliu'cd 

the letters No. 1 and 2, iu original, that had been addn'ssed to the l^imjH'ror of Per- 

Russia and C-ount Simonitch, the Russian Ambassador at tin* Cxmrt ot I eisia, siun. 

which I received without any particular remark, wishing to liav(^ time to weigh 

and consider the course which 1 should follow on such an occasion, rendered 

more than delicate by the absciK’c as yet ot all instructions as to how 1 should 

shape my proceedings. . , , . . . 

8. After having carefully translated into Englisli tin* letters m (piestion, it 
did appear to me that they were objectionable in several ways. After a lapses 
of tw^o months I did not well .see how the Ameer could refuse* to acknowledge 
the receipt of the Russian letters, which were certainly mon^ than complirmm- 
tary; but the avowal of sending a return agent, though it was only what every 
independent chief would think it his duty, was not a very palpable averment 
under the present state of affairs with the British (;overnm(‘nt. It was true 
that the Ameer had told Mr. Vickovitcli that we had it in our power to do for 
him all that he desired, and that, when that was done, he wo^dd be bound 
to the British and it would be then easy for us to inform him that any com- 
munication whatever with Russia could on no account b(* penmtt. c . Hie 
present, however, was not the time for me to take that course, as it I had 
been unsuccessful in my remonstranee, it would have only gone to alienate the 
Ameer from us, and gain for Russia what she desired 

9 Under these feelings I sent tor Mirza bamee Khan, and pioeecdcd to jmt 
the matter in the light of our being inditfe.-ent as to what the Ameer wrote to 
the Russian (iovernment, but that it would Be well.tor Dost Mahmned kh.m 
to consider how far the/reply which he had made might no prove injurious to 
him, and alienate those who were his well-wisher. ; for alter he promises given, 
he would offend Russia if he did not scud the agent at the appointed time 
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and if he did thm send him after the British Government had befriended him, he 
would oifend it; that as a well-wisher of his Government and that of his 
brothers, it would be, in my opinion, a much more prudent course for the Ameer 
of Cabool to suspend his communications with Russia, as he had already done 
with Persia, till he learned the final views of the British. It was certain that 
Russia and England would not both assist him, and by any precipitate act he 
might find himself insulted and deprived of the good offices of both. If courtesy 
required an acknowledgment of the Emperor’s letter, of which the Ameer was 
the best judge, he might confine himself simply to acknowledging its receipt, 

• and saying that he had detained Captain Vickovitch on account of the roads 
being blocked up by snow ; and thus, when winter had passed over, he might 
take those measures which a maturer weighing of the matter dictated ; and, 
finally, that if the Ameer, by his present letters, sought to quicken the Governor 
General in his proceedings, he was acting under impressions of a very erroneous 
nature, and which were calculated to operate, in all probability, in a manner 
contrary to ^^hat he expected. 

10. Mirza Samee Khan assured me that nothing would give the Ameer 
greater pain than to take any step which would b(^ displeasing to the British, 
and that the friendly part which 1 had acted in pointing out what was excep- 
tionable in the letters would, he was sure, be duly appreciated. The promise 
to send a return agi'iit with Captain Vickovitch was struck out of the letter. 
The Amir s('iit him to inform me that he had also ordered all that portion 
of it which relates to Peshawar and the ditferenees ])etw^en the Afghans and 
Sikhs to ])e removt'd. The importance of these alterations will best appear in 
the letters anm'xed, where I havt' most ])articularly marked them. The only 
part of the message which the Ameer sent to me that requires further notice 
was, that h(‘ (X)uld not really be answerable, under the state of excitement 
which existcul in these (M)untries, beyond iiowraz (the ecpiinox), and he trusted 
that a definite answ('r by that time would be given to him, that he might know 
how to shape his course, and act as best suited his interests. 

1 1. Ever siiK'c tlie arrival of the agent of Russia, and more especially since 
th(‘ announeenuait of the views of Government n^garding Pesliawur, and the 
delays in coming to an adjustment upon it, the Knzzilbash taction have redoubled 
their (wertions to instil doul)t into the mind ol the Ameer, and alienate him 
from us. After the news of Herat, which jirriv(‘d on the Pith instant, two of 
them, Mahoiacd Khan Byat and Aga lloosein (who, Ihougli not very influential 
men among tln^ Juwanslieers, arc still Shiahs, and tlic Ameer’s (counsellors), 
pointed out to liini “ that the British Governnnmt meant to do nothing, as was 
evident in their delay; that but for the ])resence of a British agent in (,abool, 
all his (*nds might have been gained ; lie could have assisted Mahomed Shah, 
and got, in return, assistance at Peshawur, with many otluT benefits, probably 
including the cession of Herat itself, all of whicli had been neutralised by 
Captain Barnes’ presence; and that this was the more remarkable as that officer 
had made no [iromises whatever, hut simply stated the symjiathy wliieh his 
Government entertained, which might mean nothing.” 1 have been well aware, 
from various channels, that such was the scopes of argument taken up by this 
faction, for I had it from the Nawab and several of tin' frequenters of the 
Durbar, but I relied on the good sense of the chief to keep him in the course that 
he was ])ondering. 

P2. When discussing the contents of the letters to Russia, Mirza Samee Khaa 
told me of what is stated in the preceding paragraph, and that a few days ago the 
Ameer had privately asked him his opinion regarding these sentiments of the 
Knzzilbash faction, stating at the same time, though it was true he might reap 
advantages f^om going over at the present time to Mahomed Shah, that his 
better judgment led him to cling firmly to the British, and the more so as their 
agent was here by his own solicitation, and that he had every hope and reliance 
in his differences being adjusted, though it was lamentable to sit by «nd see the 
bulwark of the Afghan nation broken down at Herat, without a struggle or an 
effort on the part of a people who had always siu'cessfully resisted Persia. 

i;k IVlirza Saniee Khan, though himself of Persian extraction, informed me 
that he assured the Ameer that the Kuzzilbashes sought to make him a dependent 
of P(Tsia, and that the British had no such design, which of itself formed a very 
great difference between the value of the alliances. He further brought to the 
Ameer’s remembrance the style of address which the Shah of Persia had 
assumed towards him in finding his ‘‘ rukum” or order as a proof of the vassalage 

which 
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which ^\ould be expected; to which the Ameer replied, that sucli was certainly 
his own. opinion. From the mortifieation of pride which Dost Mahomed Khan 
has experienced by this blunder (for such it must be considered) on tlie part of 
Persia, in her mode of address to an independent chii'f, I should not be at all 
sunmsed if the Kuzzilbash faction had -made it known to the Shah, that it may 
be rectified. Were it to be so, the Ameer would losii oiu! ot his best arj^^umi'iits 
in combating those who encourage him to lean upon Persia for assistanct‘. 

14. Under all these cinnimstances it maybe naturally expeeted how anxiously 
I look for the commands of Government to guidi* me. C aplain Vic'kovitch 
informs the Ameer that the value of th(‘ rarities sent to him by the Emperor 
amounts to ^0,000 rupees; and the opposing faction have not fail(‘d to contrast 
this with the few trifles which I jiresented to him, and to adduce it as a ]m)of of 
the indifference of a nation faunal, and above all in Afghanistan, for its liberality. 
I could tell them that my gilts were as from myself, and as sucli by no nn .'ins 
unworthy, nor, till (kiptain Vdekovitch mad(‘ his appiairancc*, w( r(‘ tlu'y thought 
so ; but, perhaps, as tlie piiblic man is iievia* separated from th(‘ pri\ate indi- 
vidual in these eountri(‘s, my argunuaits might silence, but still want weiglit. 

If). I have only in coindusion to report, that I hav(‘ had no further ('onnnuni- 
cation with this Russian agent than asking him, a few days after bis arrival, to 
dinner, in return for his call. 1 found that he expecttal I would visit him, and 
etiquette may liave required it; but I saw that an importan(a‘ was attached to 
the visit, and it might lead to miseonstru(4ion, to a belief of bur halting betwc'cn 
two opinions, of our wishing to conciliate RiiNsia, wluai, as I hope and Ixdievc', 
we shall 0))enly resist her in all her intrigues and attiuiipts upon this country. 
At the hazard, therefore, of failing in w-hat socac'ty reepun's of its numbers, 1 
have thought it advisable to shun (wtTy a])p(‘aranee of int('r(H)ursi^ with Mr. 
Vickovitch ; and I do not attribute loo .nmeh wdum I stab' Ibat this humble 
endeavour has gon(‘ far to discredit him with many in ( 'abool, and, e\(u‘|)t in 
the reply to tin; letters which he has now got, led almost to slight on the part of 
Dost Mahomed Khan.l 

I have, &c. 

Cabool, (signed) /I /or. Burnes, 

18 February 1838. On a Mission to Cabool. 


rXRANSfi ATION of !i Ucttcr from Amcor Dont Mahomed Khan, the (/hief ol K.'ihiil, to the 
^ address of the Em[)eror of livsnia. 

iN^a most precious time Iliad the honour to receive the higidy valued letter which 
your Imperial Majesty had graciously sent |o me through your trusty agent, (.aptam 
Vickovitch. 

I was areatly reiolocl by learning its ausim-iniis eentents, nliirl. exliibited your Majesty’s 
km<]ncss'’aiKl syinmtl.y fovards It gav.. .n- evry reliance upon, ami hope Iron,, your 

Imnerial Maiesty. Truly your diguilied (iovernn.ent and exalt.al mind are tlie sources of 
this praiseworthy generosity and the friendly reeol lee, lion with wine , yon have rc.ently 
honoured me. 1'liese welcome and happy lidmgs have been spread throughout (he whole 
of this nation. 

Before the arrival of your imperial letter, the re.peclahle Captain Alexander Bnrne.s 
came to Cabool, on the part of the English Government, and is jl'f 

mutters and make peace and settle boundaries between Knn.)eet Singh, the ruler oi l njah, 

Td riyself: Tthar the Siklts should leave l>eshawur and this side ol' tlui I, ulus ... In.nro 
to the Afghans, and that they. th.rAfgh.n.s, likevGse sh.u.ld .mt^.Uerlere with tl^.er 
rid¥^f thf hiver. "J^otbing is as yet settled, hut the result must he km.wn about the 

vernal equinox. 

re •* 1 Or,A after the winter is at an end, .and the roads are open, 1 will dismiss y our 

.no W,.. i„rof,„,.»r 

Imperial Majesty- of all circumstances. 

I do not presume to say anything more, exee|.t that yo.ir Imperial Majesty may 1 ong 
live to adorn the Throne of your celeh.-ated empire. J 
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Struck out. 


Struck out. 


No. 2. 

I 

Translation of a Letter from Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan, Chief of Cabool, to the 
address, His Excellency Count Shnonich, the Kussian Ambassador at the Court of 
Persia. 

A. C;, 

Your friendly letter, Jj^along with that of his Majesty the Emperor (Imperatoor)^, was 
delivered to me by the respectable Captain Vickovitch, and I was delighted to read this 
your second epistle. 

If I were to thank jjthc Emperor J for such kindness, it would be as impossible as to 
confine the river in a sinall vessel, or to weigh its water with stones. 

I fully understood the messages which you hud sent to me through Captain Vickovitch, 
and confidently exjiect that your Imperial (Jovernment will support and defend my honour, 
and, by doing so, it will be easy to win the heart of friends. 

] thank you for the otter you made to arrange my aflairs, and further, for your inform- 
ing me that you do not merely tell me so, but that you will fulfil your jiromise. I expect 
iiinch more from your friendly Government, and my hopes have been increased. Though 
the distance between us is great, it docs not ])rcvent our approach in heart. My mind is 
put in peace by your friijiidly messages, and 1 hope it will continue so. 

Before the arrival of the agent of your Go\ernment (Captain Vickovitch), the English 
Government had dejinted Captain Alexander Burnes, and who is now with me in Kabul. 
That officer is sowing the seeds of friendship between liunjeet Singh and mysell’^ 
j^and it is (‘x])ected that the Sikhs, leaving Peshawur to the Afghans, Avill not in future 
cross the Indus (Atiok)^ . Notiiing is yet settled, but let us wait the result. 

On the winter ceasing, and the roads opening, I will despatch Captain Vickovitch, 
^along with my ow!i agent, J by any road tlujt he prefers, At present, on ac(‘ount of the 
snow, 1 have jiostponed his departure. 

I hope you [will kindly send my letter to his Imperial Majesty, the Emperor, and also 
that you yourself J may continue to enjoy hai>py days. 

(True translation.) 


(signed) Alex. IJunies, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


(True copies.) 


(signed) H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, 
with the Governor General. 


To Jf . II. Macnacjhtoiy Esq., Secretary to the Governoi; General of India, 
Governor General's Camp. 

Sir, 

I LOSE no time in reporting, for the information of the Right Honourable the 
Governor General, that Mtiimnna is in the hands of the Persians, and that the 
whole of the small states west of Balkli, and in its neighbourhood, Shilbegaum, 
Aiidoliee, &c., have also submitted to that power. I received a messenger in 
the course of yestc'rday from Khooloom, and late at night an express from Dr. 
Lord, dated the 8th inst., with two otljer letters from people in my service, 
corroborating the information, and stating that there had been an action 
between the Persians and Shere Mohomed Khan Huzareh, when the latter was 
defeated with great slaughter, whi(*h opened the road to Maimuna, on which the 
Persians immediately marched. 

2. The same express brings information that Kamran sent his own son to 
implore the aid of the King of Bokhara, who has declined to assist Herat, and 
desired th(^ prince precipitately to leave the city. The Khan of Orgunge has, 
however, left Khiva, and is understood to have taken direction of Herat. 

3. The object of Persia in seizing Maimuna is apparent enough, since it was 
one of the quarters on which Herat could rely for aid. The state of that petty 
chiefship was described in my report of the 7th inst., and that it, and those 
adjacent to it, should have fallen so easy a victim was to be anticipated. 

4. Herat is thus deprived of all aid from Bokhara, Maimuna, &c., and 
Koondooz, Cabool, Kandahar, also can render it no assistance, for the Shah 
marched in the expectation that they would assist him; they contribute to his 
success in some degree, since he is freed from apprehension of their opposi- 
tion. 


5. Putting 
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5. PutHn^ all these things toe^ether, it is tlie geiionil opinion in tliis (’ity 
that the uhiinate fate of Herat is iiu'vitable, and, from what has taken |)la(H‘, 
I fear these surmises will prove well-founded. Mr. MaeNeill doubt(‘d at the 
outset if the Shah could reach Herat. Colonel Stoddart described the dissatis- 
faction of the army after it had reached Khorasan, and, in fai'c of all this, the 
Shah has made good his march, inve.stcd Herat, and (h'stroved all hope of its 
being succoured. Its fall, therefore, is now a matter of time : Nadir Shah took 
14 months to capture it ; but lie had a less servicealile park of* artillery than 
Mahomed Shah, which is, perhaps, the only really efheient part of his army : th<* 
reason is obvious ; it was equijiped by British ollicers, and chielly furuislied, 1 
believe, by the British (jovernnu^nt : I saw it in the autumn of Ks;3i?, wlnm in 
Khorasan ; and this arm, so important in a siege, struck me as very superior. 

1 have, kc, 

Cabool, (signed) Alex. Burne.^i, 

20 February 1838. On a Mission to (kibool. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) H. Torrens, 

Depy. Secy, to the Govt, of India, with the Govr. Genl. 


To TF. //. Maenaijhten, Esq., Seendary to the Go\(‘rnor General of India, 
Gov(‘rnor Generars tkamp. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your impoidant (‘xpress of the *23(1 \dtnno, 
from Barielly, which arrived in tin; course of yesterda}' cviming. 1 he e\))licit 
instructions therein conviw ed, have* been received by nu‘ at an important jun(‘ture, 
with a satisfaction in i)ro[)()rtion to tin' rcgivt that any i)aiM of my i)roc('c(linss 
should meet with tlu‘ disappVoval of the Governor General. Tliis has occasioned 

to me the most deep concern. i, t 

2. ^V hen I mad(‘ the jiroposais which I did to the Clnefs of C andahar, I was 
aware that they would he as a d(>ad letter, and the contents of my despatch of 
the 2 1st ultimo, which contained a re|)ly to them, will have removed every 
anxiety npon that subject, and left things in the state as il no promises had been 
made, without compromisinpi my superiors or mysell. I have, however, tmii- 
sidered it due to Government to do away wilh imiiri'.ssions which such uft. rs 
have possildv left in the mind of those chiefs by addressing to tliem the letler 
No 2 now annexed. It will he seen that it is in reply to a most extraordmary 
communication, No. I, on the part of the Sirdars ot t'an.lahar, sent thr.nigh 
me to the Ameer, which, if thev had not ol themselves declared pccun ar> 
assistance unnecessary, would in itself have just \h,d its being vvithheld, evim had 
it been the iiolicy to grant it. 1 need not trouble (jov.-rnraent uAh any i< m.i Ivs 
on S unnl^nh’Ig communication further than what 1 have said of it in writing 
to Catidahar ; anil that I expressed my .surprise at its contents to tin, Ameei, 

who had perused it with feelings very short ot indignation. 

3 I beg to assure his Lordship that I shall .strictly eonlorm to the nistnictions 
whthliav^e been issued to me regarding Candaliar, as well as Cabool. now 
know that it is on another field, and the one most favourable to us, thaj om 
power to ward off danger must be exercised. I saw around me many agitating .md 
difficult circumstances, and I attached a high importaun* to keeping Camlahai 
in our interests, as well from the near approach of rei-ia to it, as the iiiti iguts 
V.* u fltP Rimsiin and Persian Governments had both set on foot at that 
T .ntprtain the belief, that if we k(v|) oiir fuetinit 111 Calujol, ami 

F‘ f hhS sSr”th*?d; i^i.::;' pS'See:,;":::'.' 

has f Xem-^ which we possess in these countries, and 

without committing us. ^ On 

1— Sess. 2. ^ 
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4. On the other matters contained in your letter regarding Cabool, &c., I 
sliall shortly address you. 

t have, &c. 

Cabool, (signed) A. Burnes, 

22 February 1838. On a Mission to Gabbol. 

No. 1. 

Translation of a Letier from the three Chiefs of Canrlaluir to the Address of the Ameer of 
Cabool, received 'llhl February 1838, and sent through Captain Burnes. 

A.C, 

We have lHiel\ wiitten to you all the circumstances ofHeiat, which we hope you have 
perused. If succour is not (juickly t;iven to Herat, all endeavours will prove useb ss hereafter. 
Make the arrangements sh</rtly with Captain Burncs, as there no more time to deliberate. 

We have had conversation with Lieutenant Leech on the aflairs of this country, and told 
him that if Peshawar falls into the hands of Sirdar Sooltan Mahomed, we, along with you, 
(the Ameer) will subdue the countries of Heiat, Shikarpoor and Sindc, and divide the 
revenue between you and ourselves, and consider you the head of the family, and also the 
commimder of our troops. 

In case Peshawur eornes into the possession of you (the Ameer), then we must be left 
sole masters of Shikurpoor, and its dependcneics. In the other countries we will do accord- 
in<i: t‘> commands, and you will also get a .share of their revenue. 

You should not fancy that we make the proposal on account of the small revenue of 
Candahar ; but we have reflected on some other consequences, whic^i we believe you know 
very well. 

Let us know always of yoin health and circumstances ol that quarter. 

(True translation.) 

(signed) A. Burnes, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 

^ No. 2. ► 

Letter from Captain Burnes to Sirdars Kohin Dil, Hahim Di!, Mihi Dil Khan, Chiefs of 
Candahar, dated Cabool, 22 February 1838. 

A. C. 

A FEW days I had the pleasure to write to you, and I heard yesterday from Mr. 
Leech all which ?ias passed hetwc(*n him and you. I also received the I e tie i which you 
there enclosed for the Ameer, and understood its contents. I have instructed Mr. Leech to 
tell you seveial things in reply; but what you state regardino; Sinde, and Shikarpoor, and 
Herat, I make no concealment in telling you that it is totally impossible any such wishes 
can be listened to. The ruler> of Sinde are our friends, and we sympathize with the rais- 
loitunes of the biave Afghans ol41erat. 

I formerly wrote to you that if the Persians attacked Candahar, and you became our 
friends, we should protect you ; I did this from my own reflection, as I truly sympathized 
with you, and believed it would not displease rny masters. In reply to my letter, you 
infoimed me that you weie in no fear from the Persians, and required no money on that 
account. Thi'^ is fortunate ; for had 1 given you the money, I find that I would in doing so 
have exceeded the instructions of the (Governor General, and that 1 have held out hopes 
which his Lordship does not approve of. This is not the mode in which the British 
Government can best serve you. 

Mr. Leech, who is with you, h s told you that the result of my final settlement between 
the Sikhs and Afglians must prove of g-eat benefit lo you.^ If it does not take place, the 
result may be ruinous to all Afghans. Theie is no comparison between the power of the 
Kdjfirsand Sikhs. The British Government have no de>ign of subverting your power for 
the benefit of another : it wishes to see peace in this country, and that one chief does not 
molest another. All your designs on other places, and all your reliance on other powers, 
must therefore he abandoned, if you wish its friendship, and you must repose confidence in 
its good oflices alone ; if you do not, it cannot serve you. 

I have received a reply from the Governor General regarding Peshawur. It will not be 
given to the AmeeV; and its being restored to Sooltan Mahomed Khan and his brothers, 
depends upon the disposition which the Amt^er and yourselves show to be grateful for our 
good offices with our old and faithful ally, Maharaja Runjeet Singh. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) A. BumeSt 

On a Mission to Cabool. 

(True copies.) 

(signed) H. Torrens, 

Depy. Secy, to the Govt. India, with Governor General. 
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fV. H. Macmghten, Esq., Si-crctary to the Governor General of India, 
^o^ernor General s Camp. 


HAVE 


com erainr'pptr th^^'meerof Cabool received the views of Government 
proceeds of Sr.’. "' y the 2«tl. nllin,o,and the 
aSvnl , U I tlie 18th instant, rendere,! the 

arrival of his Lordships instructions more than satisfactory; for tin- time Imrl 

amved ,or a very frank and ,.|..ar c,,,lan,„i„n will, M,a (Ai.-f of 1 al,ll"i ' 

I lost no time in coming to an understanding with him. . • ’ ' 

ififn '''“I seen, in the loth paragraph of my last Dcspateli (dated the 
18th instant) regardnig Captani Vickovitch, that the Ameer had professed his 

inability to wait longer than the vernal eiiuinox, if an adjustment were not 
made regarding Peshawur, and that this too bad been stated in reiilv to mv 
observation.s ahont sending a return agent to Russia. Had 1 followed my own 
inclina,tion, I would not have .sat down for a day under such a declaration, but 
1 was Ignorant of the light in which (iovc'rinnent would view Captain Vieko- 
vitch s presence at Cabool ; and affairs to the wc^t were getting eviTy day 
more complicated, the Persians having not only held their position before 
Herat, but overrun Maimuna and the adjacent States, being now ai'tually 
without any people between them and Cabool itself, excepting tli(‘ Huzarees, who 
are all of the Shiah persuasion, arid linked by religion and alliance to the, 
Kuzzilbasii faction in this city. 

4. Any withholding of what were his I.ordsbip's decided views r(‘garding 
Cabool, would have been as unjust to the Ameer as to ourselv(‘s, and] 1 had 
become meanwhile inlormed of the further eommunications of "^(kiptain 
Vickovitch, which went to inform the Ameer that th(‘ hmpcTor of Itussia was 
supreme in his dominions, and could act of himself with ])romptitud(‘, and 
without being delayed by consulting others, while the liritish (jovernment 
transacted its business by a eouiieil (punchyet), which gave rise to ])roerastina- 
tion, and would show to him th(‘ advantage of allying himself to Kiissia, wiien^ 
no such inconvenience ' exist(!d, and further, that the J’hnperor’s good-will 
towards him would never thc'U \vX Persia eneroaeh in tliis quarter, pf these 
sentiments had any weight with Dost Mahoim'd Khan, it followed that our 
position here w’as of little vahus and that every day’s delay rendered it less so, 
setting asijde the walid objection that the y\meer could nevm’ bc‘ p(‘rmitt(‘(l to 
play off Russia against us, in any t(‘rnis that lu* might make. 

5. Under these eircumstanees, I resolved at onee to deliver to him the 
Governor General’s letter, since it contained an explicit statement of our 
sentiments and intentions which he had so much courted, and on the absence 
of which he founded his grounds for re^'lining Captain Vickovitch at Cal)()ol. 

1 sought an interview with the Am(‘er, and wa< immediately invited to tin* Bala 
Hissar yesterday, when the explanation took ])laee. 

6. I at once informed Dost JMahoined Khan that I had come to communicate 
with him on matters of grave importance. I briefly ran over the events which 
had brought me to Cabool, and the primary objects conneetetl vvith it ; how we 
sought to improve his and our own commerce by friendly intercourse ; bow an 
unfortunate conflict had meanwhile taken place between Maharaja Uniijeet 
Sing and himself; how that chief had beeii dis])()sed to act in liarmony with the 
British Government regarding a removal of luturc differences n(*ar Peshawar, 
though that was a question to be decided wholly by the Maharaja himself; how 
the Ameer had received this proposed alteration, and the offers he had in con- 
sequence made. During th(; deliberation which these matters required, 
continued I, the Persians liavepivaded Khora-san, invested Herat, and^disturbed 
men’s minds in these countries, of which the Kuzzilbashes in Cabool had 
availed themselves to give counsel that was certainly injurious to his inlen*sts, 
and which, if I inferred, as I liad a right to do, from wliat had passed in 
answering the letter^ from Russia, had some influence over him, since he had 
spoken of it, the vernal equinox being the hmit to his delay, and after which, 

1-Sess. 2. U2 he 
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he would transfer hopes t(f the messages which Captain Vickovitch had 
delivered to him. 

7 . With regard to what the Kuzzilbashes had urged upon him, I would 
remind him that we were a nation freed from religious prejudices, and that we 
regarded Shiahs and Soonees alike, but that the Afghans were a people strongly 
imbued with the tenets peculiar to the latter, and that he should suspect those 
w'ho advised acts at variance with nati'mal feeling, and suspect them the more 
when I, who told him so, was a servant of a Government on good terms with 
Persia, and which was disposed to be on an equally good footing with the - 
Afghans. If it had been to him a source of regret that he must take some 
measures after the ('(juinox, it was doubly so to me, for we were disposed to 
intercede in behalf of the Afghan nation, with their formidable opponent the 
ruler of Lalnore, to jirevent further strife ; but that such good offices did not 
appear to he apjireeiated as they deserved. From the affairs of Peshawur, 
continued I, you have gone suddenly to iliose of Herat, and what with Persian 
and Russian emissaries, it is pressed upon you to look to that quarter, and 
perform a service which would gain for you your objects in Peshawur. These, 
continued I, are opinions fraught with error and ruin. Could you leave Cabool 
to aid or to resist the Shah of Persia, with a Sikh force in Peshdwur amounting 
to 35,000 men r It is impossible, and the adv.antages of cultivating an alliance 
with the British are apparent from the very fact that this formidable power in 
the eastern frontier h.ad ceased to inolest him the moment its agent had entered 
Afghanistan. I had therefore now to tell him that delay till the venial equinox 
was perfectly unnecessary ; that he would find the views of the Governor General 
in the letter which I here presented to him, and which, as his friend and well- 
wisher, 1 begged him to read and weiah with the attention they deserved. 

8. Refore" the letter was opened, the Ameer assured me that he placed the 
alliance of the British Government in no sort of comparison with that of any 
other nation ; that it was true there were those who advised him, as I had 
stated, but that he put it to me if, in all my frequent intercourse with him, he 
had of himself uttered such sentiments, and if he had not altered the letters to 
Russiii the moment he knew my opinions, and had even struck out more than 
the parts to which 1 had objected. I said that I could fairly acquit him of 
having expresserl any such sentiments, and that I had, from the whole tenor 
of his conduct since my arrival, become convinced of his being well disposed 
to my Government, but that the limiting a time to its deliberations, if it passed 
unnoticed by me to him six days ago, was by no means unobserved, and I did 
not think it indicative of a tone of thinking which was due to a friendly power 
that could substantially serve him. He excused himself by saying that he was 
obliged to give some answer for the honour which had been conferred upon 
him, and the interest which had been exhibited by Russia de.served acknow- 
ledgment, tind if he had spoke of “ Nouroz” as the time proper for coming to 
an adjustment, it was that his susi)ense had led him to use such an expression, 
as his chiefs and people were constantly taunting him. 

y. The letter was now opened, atul read over twice with great attention by 
Mcerza Samee Khan, who, excepting Ayha Hoosein, one of his counsellors, and 
another Meerza, were the only persons present. I explained the import of all 
those passages which he required. After a short reflection, and some expressions 
of disappointment, he stated that the (governor General’s letter was full of 
meaning, and that his Lordship’s sympathy with the Afghan people was very 
gratifying, but that he hud already expressed his views regarding Peshawar, and 
unless Government lent its good offices to him, supposing Runjeet Sing to 
restore it to Sooltan Mahomed Khan, he would suffer materially by it, and 
through him the people over whom Providence allowed him to rule; that 
I had made an observation to him regarding his inability to move from Cabool, 
while peace did not exist on his eastern frontier, which was truth, and which he 
admitted, but that there was no pressing danger to him from that quarter, and 
he could stay at Cabool ; that he feareu the case of the Afghans was like that 
of most unfortunate people— they had no friends ; that he had placed his all in 
the hands of the British Government, and that, if it blamed him for having 
written to others, he begged to declare he never would have done so if he had 
known an agent was to have been sent to Cabool ; that though he was unable ' 
to do mu(ih for himself, he might assik others, and perform very substantial 

service 
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British Governmenf: that ho was now told he 
was indebted to Rnnjeei Sin^ for the dress which he wore, which he could not 

to Tend that he inferred from the letter that it was thought his duty 

he ee r Itmijeet Sinj^, who had nevi-r subdued him, which 

hnd ^"*7 77 f""* ’^tid^erstaiid ; that it was, however, true that a good-will 
had subsisted between the Britisli and the Afghans from the days of Mr^ Eliihiii- 
stone downwards, and that our wisdom and word were a theme of iiraise which 
led him to reflect seriously on what best suited his interests before he made 
any answer to the Governor General. 


I it a wise course which lie meant to pursiu‘ in weirfiino- 

J^ell before he acted, and I would advise him to clioose ^ood counsellors before 
he let slip the opportunity of haviufi; the friendly symp.ithy of the British 
Government e\ in(*ed. Tt was true, I said, that it exjiec'ted him to live, if not on 
cordial, most certainly on apparently harmonious terms vvkh Riin)(‘(‘t Sing; 
but I did not infer that he was to send jiresents to Lahore, nor did I feel it my 
duty to counsel any such procedure; hut, 1 add(‘d, that if the ruler of Lahore 
ceases to molest you, peace will naturally follow, and all the ha))py cons(‘quences 
attendant upon it ; that I would now leave him to discuss with his tadvisers 
what he should do ; but that he must distinctly understand that all communi- 
cation with Russia, as well as with Persia, must (‘easi^, if he exjx’cted our good 
offices ; and as he was pleased, in reply, to thank me foi- the fr(‘e and fricaidly 
mode^ in whicdi I had communicated the views of (Government, 1 took the 
occasion to tell him that I, as his well-wisher, and to wlu)m he (‘xpress(*d this 
satisfaction, would advise liiin to reflect deeply bcforii he lost tlicj good-will of 
the British, and that his entering into any political intercourse* with otlicrs 
must be considered by us a direct breach of friendship : on this 1 withdnjw. 

11. In the afternoon and again this morning, the Am(‘(‘r s(*nt xMeeuv.a Samee 
Khan to assure me that no measure would la* taken, of whatever d(*seription, 
without first consulting myself, and that all eommnniealions in every direction 
would be suspended, as the letter which 1 had deliveu'cd was full of ini])orrance, 
and the Ameer had therefore summoned the Nuwah from his castle at "rutnng 
(near Jalalabad),, and would send off an express to (Jandahar to tak(‘ the couns(‘I 
of his brotln^rs on what so vitally eon(*crn(‘d their common interest. The^ 
Mcerza then asked, by the Ameer s advice, for my senlinumts regarding the 
kind of letter which should he written to Candahar ; and 1 gave him thcgr(‘ater 
part of the contents of my letter of yesterday to the Sirdars, those which, with 
the x\nieers own expressions of astonishment at the contents of the letter 
lately received by him from the Chiefs of Candahar, will, I suppose, form tlw. 
Despatch. 

12. To this stage I have brought my proceedings, and think it advisable in 
losing no time to forward this ('ommunication, as some days must now elapse 
before any further step is taken ; and I have for the ])resent gained the poilit 
of removing all suspemse, while everything is permitted to rest in statu (juo, 

I did not think it necessary to proceed at once, and tell the Ameer that lie must 
either dismiss Captain Vickovitch or myself; and there is less immediate 
necessity for this, as it must follow as a matter of course in his adhering to us, 
which I cannot but think will be the final decision of himself and his advisers. 


I have also just heard that Captain VickovitclPs messenger, with the Ameer’s 
letters, the copies of which were forwarded to you on the 18th instant, has not 
started, and that orders have been given to detain them, which is the first 
symptom of the effect that the announcement has had on Dost Mahomed Khan. 
The point on which I am likely to be pressed, and which is an important one, 
is the meaning attachable to ‘‘ our good offices,” in so far as protection from 
the west is concerned. The consternation at the present time regarding Herat 
Is such that they believe themselves the next victims of Persia if that city falls, 
which Yar Mahomed Khan, the vizier, plainly tells the Chief of Candahar in 
the annexed letter that reached Cabool tijjj^ day before ye^terday.J 


I have, &c. ' 

Cabool, 23 February 1838. (signed) Alex. Burnes, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


No. 


^ 3 
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Sic orig. 


No. 1. 


Nos. 2 and 3. 


No. 1. 

[Translation of a letter fiom Yar Mahomed Khan, Vizier of Herat, to the Address of 
Kohin Dll Khan. Chief of Candahar, received at Cabool, ‘ilst February 1838. 

A.C. 

While in great anxiety to hear from you, the holy Syud Noor Shah entered the city. 
His jad^d horse could not move, and he left him on the road, and came on foot; he also 
left your letter behind him, but he told me of the messages, that you want me to send my 
son, Syud Maiiorned, to you, and then you will move towards Herat for assistance. You are 
right in telling me so, and I cannot ridiise, in case you wish me to wait upon you, since 1 
consider your house as mine. 

It is nearly two months since Her.it is besieged, and from no direction has assistance 
come. The men who were with me are wounded, killed and tired, so I am now obliged 
myself to take caie of the walls, gates, tower and ramparts ; how, then, can t send my jTon, 
Syud Mahomed, to you ? however, if you would scud about 300 or 400 horsemen, under the 
command of some respectable Dooranee orGhiljee, it would be a source of fame to yon, and, 
considering it au honour and service, I would then instantly send my son to wait upon you. ' 

If yon come here, consider this pluce your house, wnicli it is proper to preserve from the 
hands of a strong enemy. 

If Herat falls into the hands of the enemy (Persians), it is ch ar Candahar will also come 
into his possession: the only ditference consists in this, that we will be ruined two months 
before your consternation, which v\ill in the cud be as great. 

I have given some iiu'.'-sagcs to the Syud, which he will deliver to you, and I hope you 
will consider them true.J 

(A true tianslation ) • 

(signed) Alex. Burnes, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 

(True copu's.) 

(signed) H. Tonens, 

Dy. Secy, to the (jovt. ul India, with the Cov. Geril. 


To IV. //. Macnagliten, Esq., Secretary to the Governor 
Governor General’s Cainj). 


Sir, 


General of India, 


In your letter of the 23d of May last I had the honour to receive the sanction 
of the Right Honourable the Governor General of India in Council to the 
discharge of a certain portion of the late Dr. Gerard’s debts, amounting to 
2,306 i rupees. While the importance of sustaining the high opinion of British 
honour and good faith in these countries was acknowledged, the Governor 
General in Council points out the necessity of admitting no claim against 
Dr. fJerard, except upon full inquiry, and the clearest conviction of its validity. 

2. Under such circumstances, I have deemed it my duty to make further and 
most particular inquiry iuto the remaining sums due, and T now submit the 
result, su])ported by much more valid voucliers than what I expected to find, 
and which, as far as the sums concerned, seem to me complete. 

3. The first of these is a receipt signed and sealed by Dr. Gerard himself, 
appended liereto in original, and which was given by him to Aga Oosman, a 
merchant of Herat, whom he referred for payment to the late Mr. William 
Fraser, at Delhi*. The merchant at the same time demanded the further 
security of Moonshee Mohun LaFs promise to pay, through his father, in Delhi. 
Mr. Fraser s absence at the time, and Dr. Gerard not having returned, the 
merchant came upon the Moonshee’s father, according to the note, whose bond 
was in consequence given to merchants, who paid the money, and to whom he 
is now under ctoppages. In return, the original receipt, now enclosed, was 
surrendered, and carries on the face of it authenticity, since the detailed 
expenditure of Dr. Gerard is given. Its amount is 460 ducats, which, at 

rupees, gives a total of 2,238 C^pany's rupees. I underrated this debt 
in my letter of the 7th of April from Snikarpoor, stating it only at 2,025 rupees. 

4. The next item is that of Abdool Alii, of Cabool, and amounting to 500 rupees. 
This sum was due to Dr. Gerard’s servants, Meer Ahmed and Mohamud Heratee, 
to the one 54 ducats, to the other 38, making a total of 92 ducats, which would 
give, at the price of the ducat above stated, 6 rupees more than 500 ; but. the 
latter was the actual sum paid through the agency of Abdool Ali on account of 
Moonshee Mohun Lai. The original receipts and translations from Meer Ahmed 

and 
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Si'-en attho titiu>, [ append, attested by 
witnesses and Abdool Ah bimself on the 24^11 October 1835 

of Moollah Nujeeb’s debt has been paid, through Captain 
Wade, by Government, which disposes of the whole of the .dain.s, except four, 
which make a total of 1,557 rupees; but as all Dr. Gerard's letters and receijits 
were burnt with the Moonshee’s property on the Indus last year, I <;an procure 
no vouchers tp place before Government; and though 1 am under a conviction 
that they could have been substantiated, I cannot, with the restrictions imposed 
by Government, solicit their being paid by it. 

6. In the Government letter" of ilie l> 2(1 of May last, the' (lis(‘lmr-c‘ of 
1,91 2j rupees on account of Moollah Jullal was authorized, being part of what I 
Imd already disbursed. [ had at that time transmitted no voucIut for 
me justness of the claim, but I have fortunately now procured one under 
Dr. Gerard’s own hand, the original of which I have seen, and.co])y of which 1 
annex. I have also at Cabool since seen this merchant, Mulla Jullal, himsedf, 
and perused the annexed testimonial, recfdved from Dr. Gerard, and which he 
allowed me to copy. I am sure it will be found to sustain the just ext reise of 
liberality shown to him, and further the reconum ndation which I at the outset 
respectfully made to Government to take these de bts, contracted under pi'culiar 
circumstances, into its most hivourable consideration. 


Cabool, 

25 February 1838. 


I have, &c. 

led) Ihirnvs, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


No. 4. 
No. 5. 


No. 1 . 

Translation of No. 1. 

Receipt of ducats from Agha Oosman, of Herat, undonncnlioiu d : 

Wine. • Cash. Cash. Cash. (Jiice Cash. 

10 - - 50 - - 40 - - 105 - - 05. 

Cash. Cossid. Cos.sid. C^olhes. 

50 - - 25 - - 20 - - 12. 

making a total of 407 ducats to bo rocovered in Delhi. 12th day of January at Herat 

(si<»iH‘d) J. (i\ Gerard, 

Surgeon, Bengal Kslahlislimont. 

('fruc trausl.ition.) 

(signed) Alex. Ihiriics, 

(In a Mi^^siou to OaIjouI. 


No. 2. 

Translation of a Receipt from Mcer Ahmed, Native of Candahur, who was Servant 

of the laic Dr. Gerard. 

I AM Meer Ahmed, native of Candahur. 

Having entered the service of Dr. Gerard, I received 46 ducats as my pay, with other 
8 ducats (total 54 ducats) Iroin Mirza lIu'U Jan (Mohuii Lai). 

Nothing is due now to me, and I give this receipt, that in future 1 shoulti not make any 

claim. 

Written on the Ist Rujub, A. H. 12r)l, corre^-ponding with 24th October 1855. 

(signed) Meer Ahmed. 

Witness, Shahoulee Tailor. Witness, AbdoSl Ali. 

, (True translation.) 

(signed) Alex. Burnes. 

U 4 



1— Sess. 2. 


No. 3 . 




CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 


160 


No. 3. 

Translation of a Receipt from Magomed, Native of Hemt, who was the Servant 

of the late Dr. Gerard. 

I AM Mahomed, native of Herat. 

I was nearly three years in the service of Dr. Gerard, and came with him on the salary 
of 11 rupees per month, or 2 ducats. I received the balance of my pay from Mirza Husa 
Jan up to the 1st of Rujub, A. H. 1251, which amounted to 38 ducats. 

1 ^ive these words as my receipt, that in future no claim should be made. 

Written 1st Rujub 1251, A. H., corresponding with the 24th October 1835. 

^ (signed) Mahomed, Native of Herat. 

Witness, Abdool Ali. Witness, Shavoulee Tailor. 

(True translation.) 

< (signed) Alex. Burnes. 


No. 4. 

Received from Moolla Juki the sum of 898 ducats on the interest of 300 ducats. The 
total is 1,268 ducats, v\hich will be paid to him at Lahore by General Allard. 

Candahar, (signed) J. G. Gerard, 

7 September 1837. Surgeon, .Bengal Establishment. 

The whole sum of this bill has been paid to Moolla Juki by Mons. Allard, at Lahore, 
except 360 ducats, as the interest of the principal. 

(A true copy.) 

Lahoie, (signed) C. M, Wade, 

20 February 1834. Poll. Agent. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) Alex. Burnes. 


No. 5. 

This attests that MoQlIah Juilal, a highly respected merchant of Candahar, has rendered 
me the greatest service as a traveller passing through the Afghan teirirories, and is, conse- 
quently, an appropriate object of my recommendation to the British community in India, 
which I am fully warranted in believing will appreciate his worth. 

1 am indebted to Moolhih Jailal for his undisguised liberality in supplying me with a 
large sum of money upon my simple receipt, the want of wliich must have placed me in 
many disagreeable situations. The fiank generodly which marked this man’s conduct, 
deserves much more than lays in my power to effect ; I am theieforc in hopes'that a testi- 
monial from my hand mav ensure for him the good-will of those who may have both the 
inclination and the jiower of cHiitrihuting to his v^cl^are in any mode that may .suggest 
itself. . 

Moolla Jailal has tiaded between Candahar and Bombay, and is well qualified to give 
information upon so interesting a subject: his veracity maybe relied upon, and bis own 
respectable addiess and unassuming intelligence are most satisfactory vouchers^ in his favour, 
lie at present goes to Calcutta with the view of making himself acquainted with the 
resources of the country, and the facilities of commerce betwixt India and his native city, 
Candahar, and he will be obliged to any one who may be desirous of countenancing his 
prospects even to the exieni of their appiobation. 

I liave pledged him my own conviction, that in his passage through India lie will meet 
with the attentions he so justly merits. From my own friend.s I solicit their kindness; from 
unknown people, who may have an opportunity of conferring civilities, 1 ask it as a favour, 
at the same time certain that it is only necessary for me to indicate the individual’s character 
and services to create a participation in his objects, which I have no doubt his address and 
conversation wilf alone promote, independent of anything I can state here. Trusting to the 
same feeling in others which has guided Moollah Jailal’s conduct towards myself, I leave 
him to the good-will and friendship of all who are interested in the welfare of travellers, and 
the prosperity of the Government of British India. 

Lahore, (signed) J, G. Gerard, 

28 Febniary 1834. Surgeon, Bengal Establishment. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) Alex. Burnes. 
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Sir, 


To Captain A. Burnes, on a Mission to Cabool. 


I AM desired by the Right Honourable the Governor General of India to 

Toted ™ *'■» 

3. In reply, I am directed to observe tlial the contents of these commmdoa- 
tions are generally satisfactory, but that it would be premature for his Lordship 
to record any comment upon them at present. ^ 

„ , „ , ‘ I have, &c. 

Camp at Kurnaul, (signed) IK. //. Macnaghten, 

3 March 1838. Sec. to the Gov. of India, with the Gov. Gen. 

(A true copy.) 

(signed) II. Torrens, 

Dep. Sec. to the Gov. of India, with the Gov. Gen. 


To. JV, IL Macnaghten^ tsq., Secretary to the Governor General, 
Governor Generals Camn. 

Sir, 


I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Right Honourable 
the Governor Cieneral of India, that 1 hav'e more grounds for believing that 
Captain Vickovitch, the Russian agent at Cabool, is charged with lettcTs from 
his Government to Maharaja Runjeet Sing. I observe that Colonel Stoddart 
mentions this as a surmise to IMr. M‘Neil ; and a few days ago Mr. Allard 
wrote to me from Pcshawur, to know if the “ on diC’ of Mr. Vi(‘koviteirs 
going to the Punjab wttc true. 

2. I have made every inquiry on this subject, and in the course of yesterday 
Mr. Masson was informal that the Russian agent had letters for the Maharaja, 
and that the purport of them was to the effec^t, that if his Highness did not 
withdraw from Pcshawur, the Russian Government would compel him. [At any 
time it would be difficult to verify such a report, and, Y/hether true orS’alse, it 
is clearly my duty to report it, and that I shall nut fail to sift its correctness.! 


I have, &c. 

Cabool, 4 March 1838. * (signed) Aled\ ]}urnes, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


(True copy.) 

(signed) II. Torrens, 

Dep. Sec. to the Gov. of India with the Gov. Gen. 


To fV. Jl. Macnaghten^ Esq., Secretary to the Governor General of India, 
Governor General’s amp. 


Sir, 

On the 23d ultimo I had the honour to report to you the result of my inter- 
course with the Ameer of Cabool, on the subject of the extent to which he was 
to reckon on the good offices of the British Government, in an adjustment of 
his differences with the Sikhs, and the returns which would be expected from 
him in consequence. 

2. From various quarters, I have meanwhile heard that the ruler of Cabool is 
but ill-disposed to meet Government in its wishes, and the advice given to him 
bv one of the first individuals whose counsel he sought, [viz. Mahomed Khan 

Byat] 


• Letter dated 21 January 1838, transmitting a reply to last letter to the Candahar Chiefs, stating 
that it Is iatisfactory, and that they appear to have seen the futility of their treaty with Persia. 
Letter, dated January 1838, reporting what further particulars have transpired egarding the 
Russian agent at Cabool, and commenting on the probable cause of the mission of that individual. 
Letter, da%d 2a January 183B, transmitting the latest intelligence from Herat, which is making a 
M)jrited defence, and submitting a remarkable letter from the Vizier of Herat to the Chiefs of 
Candahar. 
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Byat] was, that he should take the British Government at their word, and dis- 
miss their agent, since there was nothing now to be expected from his presence 
in Cabool. From the receipt of the Governor General’s letter to the present 
time, nightly meetings have been held at the Bala Hissar, and the Ameer has, 
on more than one occasion, iiiven vent to very strong expressions, both as to his 
future proceedings, and his disappointment at the slight degree of appreciation 
entertained by GovcTnment regarding him. 

3. [On the morning of the 2d instant I had a visit from the Newab Jubbar 

Khan, who arrived at Cabool on the preceding day from his estate, having set 
out immediately he heard of the decision of the British Government. He had 
previously read his Lordship’s letter to the Ameer, nnd he had just come from 
visiting his brother. I need not detain Government with a repetition of what I 
stated to the Newab, since 1 made him fully acquainted with the views of Govern- 
ment, and the only terms which it seemed just, in regard to Maharajah Run- 
jeet Singh, that we could tender our good offices, which consisted in an endea- 
vour to use our influence at Lahore, to put a stop to future aggression on the 
part of the ruler there on the Afghan dominions, and thus releasing them from 
the wrath of a powerful sovereign whom they had offendt'd, and of whom their 
applications in every qufirter for succour aflbrded manifest proof of their fear 
and danger. I further told the Newab of the views of Government regarding 
Peshawur, of its restoration being in the hands of Runjeet Sing, but mos,l 
certainly that it would not be given to the Ameer • 

4 . The Newab replied, that the Government must be ignorant of the true 
state of affairs in this country ; that it was well known he was an avowed and 
open partisan of the British, and he might there fore giye his opinions with a 
frankness that was not liable to be mistaken ; that the good offices of the 
Government to remove the Sikhs, and their future attacks, a\id to make some 
settlement in Peshawur were proofs of sympathy ; but his Lordship might not 
have reflected that, so far from the i)roffered protectiori from Runjeet Singh 
being of the value stated, that the Maharaja had nev(^r sought to attack Cabool, 
and that hitherto all the aggression had been on the part of the Ameer, and 
not the ruler of Lahore : that it appeared we valued our offers at a very high 
rate, since we expected in return that the Afghans would desist from all inter- 
course with Persia, llyssia, Toorkistaii, &c. Were the Afghans to make all 
these powers hostile, and to receive no protection against the enmity raised for 
their adhering to the British ? As for Peshawur being withheld from the Ameer, 
it might he got ov(‘r, and he believed he did not overrate his influence witli 
Sooltan Mahomed Khan, when he stated that he might bring about a recon- 
ciliation between him and the Ameer; hut he must say that the value of the 
Afghans had indeed been depreciated, and that he did not wonder at the Ameer’s 
disappointment. 

5 . 1 replied to the Newab that I really did not comprehend the motives which 
swajxHihim or his brother; I had before found that it was not Candahar which 
he wished to subdue, and that the difficulties about Peshawur were not insur- 
mountable, and that in consequence it could not be that chiefship which the 
Ameer sought to conquer. What then were Kis wishes or expectations r Dig- 
nity and resj)ect (izzut wu ikram*) was the reply, and to be looked upon in the 
light of being abh^ to do something for the British Government, and for such 
service to receive its real friendship, and not a proffer of lip sympathy, which 
did not ensure protection from the west, and which dwelt upon the good done 
in the eastern frontier by withdrawing Runjeet Sing, of whose attacks they were 
under little apprehension. The whole of the Afghan country, continued he, is 
now at your beck, and no future opportunity may prove so favourable to gain 
any ends which you may have, and establish your influence in Cabool, and if 
you lose this opportunity you will have yourselves to blame. Before leaving, 
the Newab asked me to tell him confidentially if the real object of the Governor 
General’s letter was to withdraw from the Afghans, or to make friendship with 
them, for he hoped he would be told its exact meaning, that he might use his 
influence to bring about a good understanding, or at once, to save himself from 
disgrace, refrain from interfering. I gave him an assurance that we did most 
sincerely sympathise with his brother and all the Afghans, and that the use of 
his influence would be much appreciated ; but after the explicit letter of the 
Governor General and the instructions which I had received, I would deceive 
him if he founded hopes of anything further being done for the Afghans than 

what 
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what had been stated. He took his leave telling mo that he hoped for the best, 
but that he too was disappointed. He made also the singular declaration, that 
if you wish the good ot this country, you must either put aside by force the 
Ameer, or find some means of obliging him. 

6. On the 3d instant I had a visit from Mirza Sainee Khan, the primapal 
Secretary, who made me aware, by desire of the Anu'cr, with what had 
passed since I last saw him : he stated that the x4.meer was more depressed at 
what had occurred than he had ever seen; that he had oftiai written to the 
British Cioveriiment about his affairs, and in return they replied to him about 
their own, and spoke of commerce ; that the answu'r which had, however, Ix'en 
received from Lord Auckland, on his assuming th(^ Governmcait, differed from 
all others, and had been most acceptable; that it now api)eare(l, if the 
Ameer took any measures which he thought advisable to resist Runjeet Sing, 
it will be consid(‘red a direct breach of friendship ; so that by seeking tlu^ .gootl 
ofli ces of the British, he has Itrought upon himself tlieir enmity, instead of tlieir 
indifference. And for what did the Government claim the gratitude of (he 
Ameer, and his abstaining from all eommunieations with powers to the w('st? 
That it would use its gootl offices with Runjeet Sing to prevent future aggres- 
sion, and that the Ameer should he satisfied witli tliis and his remaining terri- 
tories. The Government eould not, as it appc'ared to the iVmeer, have known 
the true state of things, when Runjeet Sing had never made aggressions on 
Cabool, or taken a Jurech (aere) of the Ameer’s territories (whieh were now larger 
than ever), nor thiit he had h(X'n hitherto successfully resisted. lie had, how- 
ever, no hope against the Sikh’s if th(! British Government aided or encouraged 
their attacks; and he certainly would consider it unjust if he sought otlu'r 
aid, to injure Runjeet Sing, and the British Government interfinvd. Tliat the 
offer to adjust affairs at Peshawur did not suit the Ameer’s views ; that he 
waived all expectations of that place for himself, since it was disphMsing to us, 
but thiit he regarded Sooltan Mahomeil Khan and Runjeet Sing as iihmtified, 
and that, by such a settlement, his character (purdee) did not renuiin with the 
people who had attached themselves to him, whose injury would follow on 
Sooltan Maliomed Khan’s restoration, and whom he would then have the dis- 
grace of having deserted. I n addition to all this, he was to get no ju’otection 
from Persia, or any power whose anger he might Inive raised, beciiuso of his 
adlierence to the Britisli, which, in Mahomed Shahs appro;ieli to Herat, seemed 

both an act of honesty and justice. , , . 1 • ic 

7. These, continued the Mirza, are not the views oidy of the Ameer Inmselt, 

and though as yet no general assemblage of his advisi-rs hiid taken place, he 
had the opinions of others. The Newab Mahomed Osman Khan had written, 
in reply from Bala Bagh, that subjugation by Runjeet Sing could never disgrace 
him even if it did take place ; but a desertion of those who had served him in liis 
wars with the Sikhs would most certainly do so, and if he, could not manage to 
have some iiifliieiice in Peshawur such must follow ; but that he must know he 
had no hopes of resisting the British Government, whatever he m'lght do to 
that of Lahore. The Mirza made nearly the same observations as the Newab, 
about the expectation wliich the Ameer had cherished of doing service for le 
British and devoting himself to it; that it was not the adjustment of the 
Pe 1 L’ur affair that dissipated his hopes, but the indifference, to his sufferings 
S station, which it was iiow clear we Mt, -d Hiis was tl^^ a 


Ha^h r d ipoiX and to whom letters which had been 

“n ha.rLt because they met my disapprotjal. I he Ameer 

saM he l a taLii up an impression that your Government has misunderstood 
the nature of the correspondence with Russia, and attached to it a dc^ee of 
btufih would only I, ave bee.. j.»t. had it taken pWe after an exb.b.l.on 

w Mta'samee Khan that they knew as well as I did the ™ws 

f tlif. Rntish • that I could not take upon myself the responsibility of doing 
of the Biitish , I really did not see how the 

more than reporting all y y> know exactly at this time 

Government were to , ^ 

Stutta™ my presenee Jr. was proof enough of the friendly -timation in 

1-Ses8. 2. ^ 
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which we held him ; that there was no doubt some grounds for the claims made 
to protect him from the west, but every Government knew its own interest best ; 
• and the extent which the British agreed to go in its good offices had been 
explicitly stated, and that if they consulted their own interests, they would 
gladly accept what had been tendered in a spirit so friendly ; for if we did not 
appreciate the services of the Afghans in the light which they themselves did, 
we wished to do them a substantial service, which it pained me to see they 
did not hold in that light. It was certainly true, I added, that Captain Vicko- 
vitch had been received as he had stated, and that the letters which were to be 
sent had been altered; but I begged him to remember the message about 
waiting till the vernal equinox (nourooz) for an answer, and if he thought a 
Government like the British would submit to be tied down by such a limit. 

9. The Mirza observed that the Ameer had apologised for that message, 
which was decidedly wrong, but that I, who was on the spot, should judge of the 
agitating circumstances. 1 took this occasion to say, that if the Ameer thought 
we were incorrect about the Russian letters, he had it in his power now to 
transmit the originals from Russia to the Governor General ; but 1 observed, 
that this was a suggestion far from agreeable ; and the Mirza said, that if I 
wished to see the letters again, he would bring them to me, but he did not 
think the Ameer would ever permit them being sent to India ; but we had 
received copies of them. I treated the reply with indifference, and I said, 
that the remark on my part had arisen from his own observation. Before 
Mirza Samee Khan left, I gathered that the result of all the conferences up to 
this time (;3d instant) went to claim from the British, protection or means of 
protection from the west, as the price of their adherence to us ; and further, 
that however Peshawur might be settled by Runjeet Sing, no acknowledgment 
could be made for our good offices, unless means were taken to prevent injury 
from such settlement to those who had befriended the Ameer. Even with this 
latter arrangement, it appeared that we would not carry the Ameer’s heart 
along with us, since he believed it in his power to do service from the position 
he held, and the anxiety to be allied to us above all others, to which we seemed 
to give little or no weight, and, on the contrary, had shown in the Governor 
Gerieral’s letter, that we looked with a degree of indifference (be purwd) to 
any connexion with the Afghan nation. 

10. On the morning of the 4th, I had another visit from the newab. While 
conversing on the contents of the Governor General’s letter, I observed that no 
communication could more clearly convey the sincerity and good feelings of the 
British Government, than such a declaration, to which he assented, adding, that 
there were hopes conveyed in it, which had appeared, on a re-perusal, to be 
satisfactory ; but that I dimmed all these expectations, by declining to give any 
promises about protection from Persia, or any proof of our friendly feelings 
towards the Afghans. We had weighed much upon our good offices at Pesh- 
awur, and no one would be more rejoiced to see Sooltan Mahomed Khan once 
more established in his government than himself ; but we had really gone too 
far in fixing that as the limit of our good offices, and if we meant to purchase 
Afghanistan by it, we should not succeed; that our policy appeared to him the 
more strange, since we had furnished cannon, muskets, &c., and even officers 
and money to Persia, when in Afghanistan, the door of India (durwaza-i-hind), 
we meant to do nothing ; and what was more, to consider Dost Mahomed Khan 
our enemy, if he entered into any description of political intercourse with others. 
The singular attachment of this man to the British Government, made its 
appearance however in a form different from what has been stated ; he made a 
serious proposal to me to keep the Ameer in check, if we were determined to go 
no further, by drawing closely to Candahar, establishing Sooltan Mahomed 
Khan in Peshawur, and then bidding defiance to the Ameer ; but to effect this, 
added he, you must substantially protect Candahar. I replied that Government 
had not contemplated any such a measure, and it was its object to maintain all 
the Afghan chiefs in their actual position. Ij 

1 1. It seems very clear, ffrom what has oeen above stated], although the final 
answer of Dost Mahomed Khan has not been received, that we have little hope 
of establishii^ a friendly connexion with him on the terms wished for by Go- 
vernment. Even if it could be brought about before a vast change of opinion 
takes place, the friendship would be delusive, and no degree of dependence 
could be placed upon this chief. [l am aware that the views of Government 
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are decided, and it would be highly presumptuous in me to make anyobser- 

V- ? different conversations which have been above 
reported. jj As Mr. Vickovitch still remains in Cabool, and his uresenee is the 

af disposition to make use of him against us, and 

as Dost Mahomed Khah does not appreciate our good offices in Peshawur, I 
shall deem it my duty to retire when I receive the Ameer’s letter, unless some 
very decided change of tone takes place at Cabool. [The only feeling, and it is 

which will counteract this step, is the expression 
of his Lordship s opinion that the line of policy marked out in respect to Dost 
AJalmmed Khan ought to be readily successful ; .and the belief that this chief 
Will have judged better for its interests, than to compel me to quit Cabool I 
am well aware of the responsibility which I shall incur, as a public s(*rvant, by 
this act, if It be too precipitately taken ; but as an unavoidable loss of character 
must equally follow my continuance here under (expectations whicli appixired 
deceptive, I shall not licsihite between such res[>onsibility and the paramount 
consideration of what appears to me due to our national honour.] 

I have, &c 

Cabool, (signed) Alex, Buvnes^ 


5 March 1888. 


On a Mission to Cabool. 


(True copy.) 

• (signed) H. Torrens, 

Dep. Sec. to Gov. of India, with the Governor General. 


To W, IT, Macnaghteriy Esq., Secretary to the (Governor General of India, 

Governor General’s Cami). 

Sir, 

It is with feelings of heartfedt gratification that I enclose, for the infor- 
mation of the Right Honourable the Governor General of India, the following 
authentic particulars regarding the siege of Herat, from tin? actual scene of 
operations, contained in letters from Lieutenant Pottinger and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Stoddart, which reached me late last night. 

2. The progress of the Persians at Herat itself could not be said, previous to 
this, to be exactly known ; but every appearance was in their favour ; they had 
marched, and with success, even in winter ; th(‘y had captured Ghorian, 
invested Herat, dried up its ditch, and maintained their position before it 
for three months ; and, what above all things struck terror into men’s minds, 
overrun the country as far as Maimuna, from which they had demanded and 
received hostages. All of this information, though confirmed in these letters, it 
appears, will not avail the Persians ; and the strength of the city, hut above all 
the noble and spirited defence of the Vizier, ami the brave Afghans, is, as 
Colonel Stoddart justly says beyond all praise.” 

3. Lieutenant Pottinger’s letter. No. 1, under date the 4th of February, gives No. 
an interesting account of the siege up to that date ; but his subsequent commu- 
nication, No. 2, of the 11th, 12th February is most important. I have written No. 
to that gentleman in reply, to inform Kamran and the Vizier that their defence 

of Herat will be highly appreciated, and I have enclosed a letter to Yar Mo- 
humud Khan himself, explaining who Mr. Pottinger is, and that though not 
invested with any public character, that the British Government will appreciate 
their treating him well, and that he will deliver some messages from me. These 
are to the effect that they may put away all fear from the blood feud between 
them and Candahar and Cabool, proving productive of injury to^thern in their 
present distress, since every thing here is right. I have also told Lieutenant 
Pottinger to continue at Herat, whether it be relieved or not, and to write to me 
as often as possible for the information of his Lordship. The perplexities of 
this officer are thus turned to profit, and his anxieties will be relieved. 

4. The communication No. 3 is an original letter from Colonel Stofldart, No. 
with the communication from myself, which drew it forth. I feel bound to 
forward this latter communication to explain that of Colonel Stoddart, though 

it was not written for official transmission, for I hope that the Lieutenant- 
Colonel has not given too wide a latitude to your Despatch of the 13th of 
November last to Captain Wade, the 5th and 6th paragraphs of which I trans- 
mitted to him as reported to you in my letter of the 26th of December last. 
l—Sess. 2. X 3 5- The 
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5. The receipt of Colonel Stodclart’s, communication, which I made known 
here, has been electric, and even if that officer have misconceived the instruc- 
tions of the Governor General, the effect of his messages has been to depress 
the Shah, and raise the spirits of Kamran, while Lieutenant Leech’s presence at 
Candiihar goes to convince the Persians of all Colonel- Stoddart has told them. 
A reference to the records of Government would prove that it was in no way 
committed, and it is surely proper that Mahomed Shah should know that his 
Lordship “ considers the preservation of th^ integrity of Herat to be of the 
first magnitude.” While the communications from Herat have arrived at 
Cabool at a period so well timed, the views of his Lordship have reached at even 
a more happy juncture the ears of the contending parties, and it is a source of 
much pleasure to think that the letter sent to Mr. M‘Neill from myself was dis- 
patched at the time it wdS, and that it reached the Persian camp through the' 
Vizier of Herat. *1 beg to draw attention to the postscript of Colonel Stoddart’s 
letter, on the envelope, which of itself explains the state of affairs in the camp ; 
he has not money to pay the cossid, and by his letter no gram for his horse. 

6. 'Phe letters Nos. 4, 5 and 6 are from Lieutenant Leech at Candahar, 
which contain further parti(‘ulars of the state of affairs. If the report of the 
defeat of the Assif oo Dowla mentioned in the extract, No. 5, i)rove well-founded, 
we may expect a disastrous account of Mahomed Shah’s army. Mr. Leech’s 
letter, No. G, contains his address to Kamran, w^hich may do good, and as it 
is guardedly worded, can do no harm. 

I have, &c. 

Cabool, (signed) Burnes^ 

G March 1838 . On a Mission to Cabool. 


((hnfi(i(‘ntial.) 

. 'I'o Captain Stocldart, Feisiaii Camp, Herat. 

My (Jear Sir, 

I AM given t(i uiulerstand that nou aie in the PtTsian camp, along v\ith the Shah. If go, 
do me the fuvo#i to hand this' letter on to Mr. M‘Neill, '^nd if you arc on his part at 
Herat, pray open it without hesitation. If yon can give me any explanation of its coiuents, 
1 shall feel obliged. We are all looking most anxiously to Herat, and what will be the 
result of the Persian campaign there. 

Believe, &c. 

Caboul, 2(5 December 1837. (signed) Alex. Burues, 


(Confidential.) 

To his Excellency John AJNeily h'sq., Envoy Extraordinary, (fee. &c., Tehran. 

My dear Sir, 

I HAVE of late written to you frequently, hut the non-arrival of your packets sent by the 
way of Yezd, and all the infiirmation which 1 myself received regarding the want of safety 
in llm inteivcniiig country, made me use the Post Office as a means of communication. 1 
am, however, dispatching Lieutenant Leech to Candahar, and from his proximity to the 
Persian camp, 1 am not without ho[)e of this reaching you safe. 

'\ ho most remarkable piece of intelligence which I have to convey to you, is the arrival at 
this city, on the 19ih instant, of Mr. Vickoviteh, with a letter from the Emperor of Russia, 
the Shah of Persia, and Count Simonitch, to ihe Ameer, which were, however disagreeable, 
well enough, excepting the contents of the latter, which inform the Ruler of Cabool that Mr. 
Vickoviteh will communicate certain messages to the Ameer, and that he is to look upon 
them as from himself. What are these messages? a tender ol ready money in a good 
I’ound sum now, or a yearly sum, fertile purpose of defending himself against the Sikhs, the 
cash to be paid at Bhckara, and the offer being made ori account of what Dost Mahomed 
Khan wrote to the Emperor of his distresses in the beginning of 183(5 ! Tliis is indeed a 
neat piece of bufriness. The Emperor's letter is about three feet long, and emblazoned over 
with all the honours of chivalry and war. A Persian translation accompanies it, and after 
many friendly expres>ion.«, tells him that he would be always ready to afford assistance to 
tint Cabool luercliants, who come into Russia. Mahomed Shah’s epistle or rukum ” i.s 
me rely to say that ns his royal brother of Ru.ssia addresses the Ameer, .so does he ; but 
the Afghan of the Uuiver.^e” has so offended the honest Afglian, by writing a rukum,” 
that he has not, I believe, even read it Of Count Simonitch’s letter I have already given 
you the contents. 

What can this mean ? Tam now and the^ disposed to treat it as a hoax, but I have 
compared the seals of the count’s former letters, and they agree with those now on his letter. 
The imperial seal of Russia a umn might forge, but it is not very likely, and the epistle has 
ceitaiiily a very autocratic look. What does the Emperor of Russia want at Caoool after 
lift minister’s disavowals : and what return can Dost Mahamed Khan make to him ? 

These 
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These be not, liouever, subjects for a sm-Ie hastily written sheet, but you shall In.ve a copy 
ot my confidential communication to Lord Anckl.iml on the subject, as « ell as of all the 
letters. The bearer of them calls hin.selfa Pole in the Itusshm service at Oienhnru, 1ms 
netrilhice times at Bokhara, and comes diicct from JSaint PeteVshiiry. The effect of all this 
on Dost Muhanried Khan has been but Intle; he is very proud of the Emperor’s letter 
but, as he says, he wihlies no one’s aid while he has a hope of onrs, and of th.tt there is^ 
li^'ppily mutli more than a hope, 

1 have at last detached the Candahur flocks from their connexion witli Pcisia,.oot them 
to abandon the tliought of sendinu a son to the Shah, to dismiss Kuinbiir Ali Khan, and to 
throw themselves on us, and to give them full confidi nee. Mr. Leech, an engineer’ officer, 
witli me «'s one of iny assistants, goesofi' chit ppftr to Candahar earlv (o-moiiovv. I have put 
sundry plans into execution to prevent any of the (yamiuharies mer going to Purrah, as 
the Shall ha.s lecjiiesled them, because I fort'see many and future ills from even a nominal 
allegiance to Persia on the part of the Siidars ot Candahar. 

After a great deal of doubt, I wi.s mucb snri rised at the winkreamp ugn of ihc Pinsians 
against Herat. We have just Ix'aid of the f.dl of Ghorain, which lun.st lx; agofKeiul to the 
Shah. I tiust Herat will hold out. Alter your ve ry ‘•tiong remonstianres of Jinx' lust, 1 
never thought the Persians could have attempied tlx* attack on Herat, and I cannot now 
persuade myself that any one from \ou is with the Shah, but leports tell me that Captain 
Stoddail IS, and to 'lim 1 have entrusted this letter, with pei mission to open n if il tails 
into his hands. I am aware (hat Mr. Poltinger is a detenu at Her, it, and 1 flonbtf d the 
arrival of the Persians till I heard from him. If tlo^ sluu t co nmimication gels safe into liis 
hands, 1 shall abandon the Bombay road altogctlx'r. 

We have not yet liud anything flefinitely settled about Ptshawnr, hnt Lord AnckI.ind is 
at hand, and wili, I trust, do something decisive to keep away this bullying of Russian and 
Peisian clchees on our fiontieis. Dost Mohamed Khan is .dl wc eoiild wish, and I have 
sweetened the mouths of tlie Candaluir (fliiefs with piomises so suhstantial, that if Leech 
gets there in tune, w'e shall he as well then' as inn'. I have much to wiile, which 1 do nut 
feel at liberty to do by this channel ; so adieu, and beli(*v(‘ me, eke. 


Cabool, 2(J Dccdiiber 18:37. 


(sigiK'd) Ah’x. Humes. 


(True copy.) 

(signed) Alex. Burner 


No. 1. 


Extract of a Letter from Lieutenant Poltinger to Captain BurneSy dated Herat, 

4th February 1838. 


I TAKT. the op|ioitunitY of the return of a cos.^id, seiit here by your mooiedioe, Mohul 
Lai or Hijssan Jan, to iiive a brief account of tin' state (;f things here. 1 liavi; md yet 
been joined by either of niy men, but a cdssid of >\nd Meyns reerdved your letter 
givtii in charge to Ullah Dad Khan. I am much ohliucd to ynu for your kind prottVrs of 
assistance and advice as to my further progiess. You will ere this, by my h tteis of November, 
ol)seive I look advantage of the former by writing to you lor moiuy, which 1 beg you will, if 
you have an account with the Bhooj Residency, debii to that on my account, and I liavc 
written to Colonel Poltinger for it to be placed to my public account. The sieiic of tins 
city apptars lurther fiom its conclusion than it did on the first aiiival of the Peisians ; they 
efiecieo a lodgment on the counterscarp on the 28th or ‘iDih of NovembjT, and, except 
filling up the ditch, and efl’ecting a lodgment at the loot of the interior slope ot the faus- 
sebraye (it IS unrevetted), they have as yei been able to do nothing else ; tour times the 
garrison has blown up their mine by a countermine, and last night, on their attempting an 
<%en sap nlorig the foot of theexlciior slope at the bottom ot the ditch, we destroyed it 
in llie same way. Their fir(; is so slack, that I judge ihry have expended the givater part 
of their ordnance ammunition; the mortars are totally silent, and the few round shot fired 


arcof mm blecaived, from the tomb-stones. , 

The prisoners say they have ca.st two new guns ot large calibre, and are emp'oyed in 
carving; shot for them from the marble tombs, and that a supply of ordnance stores i^^ on 
the way to join ; also that the Shah has recalled Ullaii Yai Khan As-dul Dowlnt, whom he 
despatched at the beginning of the siege to heatup the quarters of the Iluzara ..ml J iimshecdee 
Avemaks, which he has dune completely, and driven them far into T(>orkistan, repent says 
beyond Maimuna; I cannot find out if tliere had been an action or not, but am inclined 

to think they fought one on the banks of the Moorghub. . , -.i w. 

Twelve or fifteen days ago a Yuozbashee of the Khan of Orgunge, amveo with a etter 
for Shah Kararan, in which he stated he had ordered his entire force to assemble at 
Merve and that he himself, with 50,000 men and some guns (I forget tlie number), 
had marched from Khiva, on the south of Shaval, and might be expected about the end 
of that month However, though that time has elapsed, no further intelligence of him has 
arrived except a body of 200 Tukus, who, by his oiders, had come here lo days ago ; they 
bein<- joined^by a Imn^dred Huzaras, J umsheedees, and other men-stealers from this, attempt^ 
to foray the Persian fofagers, but fell into an ambuscade, and suffered vefy severe y, the 
Toorkmans especially. The others, knowing the country better, got off with t^fo^s^of 

1 — Sess. 2. 
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about half their number ; this is likely enough to cool the ardour of the Khan Thezriel* and 
his merry men, who are much better lilted for thieving than fighting. The garrison 
sallied a few nights back, and the rear attacked the head of their own column, and the 
mistake caused the loss of one roan killed and several wounded before the mistake was 
remedied. This contretemps, however, put the enemy on their guard, and the party finding 
that the case, came back with their tails between their legs. A few days after, they sallied 
out in the day ; the Persians did not however wait to be attacked, but came out, drove them 
back under the musketry of the ramparts, though the sortie was supported by the fire of 
two guns on the upper faussebraye, which were very well served, and did much execution; 
the Persians had also two guns whiclj not a little Irightened the spectators, who appeared 
to think every shot intended for them. TheA^uzeer and Khans were considerably mortified 
at the result, and the former took considerable trouble to impress on me that the party from 
the garrison were only celjareef, and most of the horsemen rag-tag and bobtail, on yaboos 
and ponies. What will be the end of the siege I cannot guess. The Vuzeer and chiefs 
will not give in, and nothing but assault and famine will succeed in reducing them; the 
former 1 doubt if the Persians will attempt; the latter will detain them here another year. 
The Afghans in the city, except the Populzyes, have been thoroughly aroused by the cry of 
religion, and the license taken by the Persians in some of the neighbouring villages. The 
Populzyes are without a head, but are very disafiected to the Vuzeer; the Shah (Kamran), 
who is kept in total ignorance of what is going on, being deceived by false accourtts, is a 
passive spectator, and appears to care little which side carries the day. The Persians have 
as yet entirely confined their attack to the south-west quarter of the city. 

Yours, &c. 

(signed) Edward Pottinger, 

(True copy.) 

(signed) Alex. Burnes. 


No. 2. 

Extracts of Letters from Lieutenant Pottinger at Herat to Captain Bames^ 
dated 11th and 12th February 183*8. 

Leech’s eossid, Ilajoe Moosein, arrived on the 6th, b‘inging your letter for Mr. McNeill ; 
the Vuzeer permitted it at my request to pass unopened, and allowed me to forward it to 
Colonel Stoddait in the Persian camp. I had prepared everytlring to desp itch the eossid 
with it w hen the Vizeer requested I should go myself', and at the same time as I delivered 
the fetters, deliver two messages, one for the king and one for the Vuzeer, the former in 
Kamran’s name, the latter in the Vuzeer’s own name. 1 accordingly saddled my horses, and 
going out of the gate of Kotechak, which is not invested, rode ov< r to the nearest picquet, 
wliich forwarded me on, according to military usage, till 1 reached the tent of Hajee Akasee, 
who, on finding I was an Englishman that had business with Colonel Stoddart, sentme to his 
tent without delay or questioning, and after telling that gentleman my errands, and delivering 
yoiir and Leech’s letters, I accompanied him back to the tent of the Persian Vuzeer, where 
I told that person from Yar Mohamed Khan that he was anxious to pay him all the 
attention of a son, but that his coming with an army to invade the country of his ancestors, 
was so unfatlierly that he was obliged to act contrary to his wishes, but that if he would 
retire he would come and perlorm the duties of a son. (I shall write a full statement of 
what passed as soon as I have leisure, now abridging it, that I may get this cosaid olf 
quickly for the information of Government). The Vuzeer replied to the message very 
lengthily, and *argued the subject on all points; I, on the part of the Affghans, when he 
clairaed Herat, claiming Meshid and Nishapoor. His reply was shortly, that till the Shah 
and V^uz<^er came out and agreed to the five proposals sent themselves by Futti Mahpmed 
Khan to Tehran, he will not recommend Mahomed Shah to move from this, but that the 
king was the Judge and does as he likes. The five proposals alluded to are these, but the 
Afghans deny them in part, and stale that the le.st were mere words never intended to be 
acted upon, and merely sent as flattery; viz,, 1st. That Kamran and the Vuzeer should 
come and kiss the feet of the Asylum of the Universe. 2d. That they should restore the 
inhabitants and rcpeople Jain and Bakhurs. 3d. That they should give up foraying the 
Persian frontier, and restore the prisoners, particularly the two daughters of Mohamed 
Khan Jiimee. 4ih. That they shall supply a contingent in the Persian wars, 6th. That 
they emigrate to Azwbizun, if Mohamed Shah choose it. I told him he might as well save 
himself the trouble of sending such messages, as they would never be assented to, the 
Afghans universally declaring they would neither surrender Herat, or acknowledge the 
sovereignty of the Persian king He then told me to take my message to the king, md 
we were immediately conducted to his tents, where I delivered Kamran’s message, taking 
especial care to term him king, and used no term to the one monarch which 1 did not to 
tlie other. Mohamed Shah gave me a very inflated answer, and said he supposed Kamran 
liad, from his having felt that his enemy’s hand was at his throat, at last consented to give 

up 


* Chi«f, or Orgimie, so called., 
f f, e. Militia. (signed) A. B. 
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ir Kainran waB told to learn that he told a lie in saying He had not 
assiated the rebellioua Kl.oranaanee Chiefe, and in saying he wished to abolish slavery, 
finally ending by declanng, “I will not be satisfied till iTiave a garrison in the Boori-i- 
Kudunz * ; that if God gave him the country, he would ; if he did not, he would remain until 
——.but did not conclude the sentence. Kamian’s message was that Mahomed Shah’s conduct 

Ilea him With gnel ; that in his distress he hud taken refuge near the Persians, expecting 
neighbourly support; that Futteh Ali Shah styled his father, brother, and himself, sou, as 
did Abbas Mirza ; that his forbcarings on Fulteh Ali Shah’s death merited another reward 
than to drive him from his last shelter; indeed he had expected assistance to recover what 
he had lost; that he wa^ net a man-seller; it was alike contrary to the Afghan reli- 
gion and customs ; that the people who did it were the wanderers, not entirely obedient to him, 
and that he was ready to stop that, and restore the prisoners taken, and that the Persian 
king’s conduct was far from generous, &c. 

With respect to Colonel Stoddart’s transactions, his own letter will speak for itself; he, 
however, has requested mo to wiite a lull statement of what passed, which I sliall do hy 
another cossid, hurrying this man off, as I find you are so ill informed of what is goin«r on 
here. On the lOth, Colonel iStoddart handed in the translation of the Enclosure A. the 
translation B. is also enclosed) to the Persian Vuzeer, and received a polite note in reply, 
stating he was not the proper channel of conveying the intelligence to the king’s ear, and 
begged to be excused. Colonel Stoddurf, in consequence of the refusal of the pVimt^ 
Minister, as he considered the communication one too important for transmission by a 
common imrza, decided on inking no further steps, but forwarding it on to the Aiiilias- 
aador, Mr. M‘Neill at Tehran, wliere the Minister for Foreign Afiairs is ai present, satisfied 
that the real conductor of the Persian Government was acquainted with it, and ehose to 
lake the responsibility of keeping the king m ignorance of ir. 

The next morning ( returned into fheciiy, where I delivered the answers of tlieir messaiiei^ 
to Shah Kainran and the Vuzeer, who laughed at them, and said they* were too alisiird ; 
but I sliull leave this for my future letter, as it is of no impoitance, simjily stating thiif 
the Afghan Chiefs have individually ami collcdncly told me they never did or will 
acknowledge the Persian supiemacy. 

The city is veiy mucli stronger than it was at the commencement of the siege, and th(' 
Afghans are confident and in high spirits; they want but money. The Persians, 011 the 
contrary, are heartily sick of the. war, and only wish to get back safely. The men show 
a great disposition to desert, and are only kept together by fear and tlic k ngth and 
dangers of the road hack from this. Th(‘y have received no pay since they loft 'i’eheran, 
and every necessary of life is scarce in their camp. Colonel Stoddart could not get 
his bills for money cashed in the camp, and sent them into tliii city with me to make 
the attempt ; liis horses were absolutely wiihout grain, so scarce has it become. Colonel 
Stoddart gave me for opinion that the Persians must retreat for want of supplies 
very shortly. They have taken no steps to supply the camp, by bringing in the cultivators; 
on the contrary, they have treated them in the usual Poisi.m style; ,>.0 in consequence m»m* 
have come to the camp; all siill icmnin in the mountains, where they fied on the first 
approach of the enemy. The countiy about Iferat has now nearly become a desert, and 
when the snow on the Avemak Mountains may melt, the swelliiiir of the river will cut 
them off entirely from the cultivated pans of the country. ’I’he Afghans are well suppli'd 
with provisions, aie gettingon as well as we can wish tlum witli regard to their <lefencc ; for 
my own part, 1 have little doubt, from what I now know of both parties, that the taking of 
Herat by the present Persian army is little less than an impo^sibillty ; indeed, according to 
common phiase, it is so lotalJy. I trust my letters by Co»sid Salah Malmmed Kulora may 
have reached. Want of means lias prevented me sending you a eossid myself. 

The Shah (Kamran) has addressed the Governor Geneial of India requesting his aid, and 
that the British Government become the protectors of this State, and its guarantee ugainsi 
It will he forwarded through you along with amicable letters, to the Cliief> of 


aggressions. 

Candahar and Cabool. 


(True copy.) 


(signed) Alex, Durnes. 


Enclosure (A.). 

Copy of a communication seni by Lieutenant Colonel Stoddart to ihc Persian Prime 
Minister, Hajee Mirza Aghasee on the evening ol the Dth February 1838.^ 'J’his was enclosed 
in a note to ihe minister, stating it was strictly private, and intended for the information of 
that otticer and the Shah only. It was forwarded in consequence of the receipt of letters from 
Captain Bui nes and Lieutenant Leach, containing the intelligence of the intentions of the 
Governor General, regarding the invasion of Afghanistan by the Persian Army. 

Instructions have arrived fiom his Lordsh'p, the Governor Geneial of India, for the 
British Envoy Extraordinaiy and Minister Plenipotcntiaiy now at Tehran, and those instruc- 
tions make it necessary for him to make certain communications to his Majesty the Shah; also 
it it necessary for me that 1 should acquaint his Majesty with the nature of these communica- 
tions ; 


^ * The citadel of Herat. 

Y 
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lions; but the Envoy Extraordinary and Minister PFenipotentiary will, in an official 
manner, forward them. That the British Governmeni and Governor Genera! of India, 
invested as he is with full powers from ihe Briiish Government^ holds for opinion that 
Ifeiat should be preserved in integrity, and that this object is decided, and, God willing, 
resolved upon. The Governor General, in these circumstances,, has perfect confidence in 
ihe Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, that it has fallen upon him to 
repn sent the Briiish Government, and conduct the mediation for peace; that the British 
Government will not agree to the extinction of the monarchy of the Sudozye Afi^harn, and 
the overthrow of their right to sovereignty, and the British Governmeni, as the well-wisher 
of both the Persian and Afghan States, intends to take measuffes to alter the views of the 
Shah respecting Herat, whether by treaty or otherwise, and to prevent foreign enemies 
from aggression in the terri lories of the Afghans, whether belonging to Herat, Kandahar 
or elsewhere, and certainly before this ihe detail of these measures has reached the Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary; and, please God, he will in a few days arrive 
in Camp. 

• (True copy.) 

(signed) Alex, Burnes, 


No. 3. 

To Captain Alex, BurneSy &c., on a Mission to Cabool. 

Sir, 

1 DEG to acknowledge' the receipt of your letter, dated Cabool, 26rh December 1837, which 
Mr. Pottinger delivered to me here yesteiday, it having reached him at Herat on the Cth 
instant, by ihe Co^sid Hajee Hoosein, who also accompanied Mr. Pottinger on his visit to 
this camp. Agreeablv to your directions, I opened the letter addressed by you to 
Mr. McNeill, Her Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, now at 
Tehran. 

I n ceived at the same lime a letter from Mr. Leach, dated 17th January 1838, Candahar, 
and unoilier from him dated 18 January, Candahar, the latter giving cover to an extract 
from a Despatch from his Lordship the Governor General of India, dated 13th November 
1837. I this day communicated to the Shah and his Minister, Hajee Meerza Aghasee, the 
decided re'olution of the Governor General, \ested as he is with full powers from the 
British State, respecting the preservation of the integrity of Herat, the claim to sovereignty 
in the present Sudozye family of Afghnis, the security of the Sirdars of Cabool and Can-* 
diihar in theif tenitories, and the discouragement of attacks on Herat or the Sirdais, all 
which I stated would be more formally announced to the Shaii by Mr. McNeill, in wiiom 
the British Government further expresses its fullest confidence. This 1 do as it was de- 
siiable that no more time should be lost in putting the Persian Government in possession 
of the decisions come to respecting the present state of proceedings here. 

You will see that as yet the original letter from the Governor General to Mr. McNeill 
has not yet reached the Shah, and it became an imperative duly for me to lose no time in 
showing to the Persian Government the view taken of their proceedings. 

The Russian was sent, as he stated, and 1 was not a little surprised that he was 
received at all, but as he has been, of course he will be dismissed : the effect of bis leaving 
Cabool with favour would encourage all future Russian intrigues at Bokhauraii and eUe- 
where round this. He was guilty of deception in slating himself to be a Pole, by which he 
has selected an unfavourable ciisguUe; for, what can be more disgusting than the idea of a 
Pole serving the Russian Government? He is a Cossack. Sirdar Dost Mahomed Khan 
did wnie to the Emperor Nicholas in 1836, and thus furnished an excuse for the reply, out 
of which, of course, the Sirdar will back by his future conduct; the rest you mention the 
Co'-sack said, was correct. I look upon this interference of Russia with the Afghans and the 
Persian Government, permitting ii publicly, as a breach of our treaty with Persia on the 
pai'i of the Persian Go> eminent, and as an uncalled-for and unsuitable intermeddling be- 
tween Persians and Afghans on the part of Russia. The conduct of the Persian Shah was 
also very undignified in this matter. 

Allow me to express my hope that you will not leave these countries till the intentions of 
the (iovernor General are fully completed, and the affairs of the Afghans and their neigh- 
bouis around arranged, and put on the social footing necessary to our interests. 

I forward the letters which reached me from you to-morrow; they will probably reach 
Mr. M‘Neill by th^ 5th Marcli. It is some days since I have been expecting a courier 
from him. 

' The separation of the Chief of (.’andahar from his leaning to the Kajars, was of great 
impoitance and wtll timed. In Seistan, Jelaladeen Khan Kyatiny is the rightful ctiief, 
being under the Afghm sovereisn as now ; he has not, as the other Seistan Chiefs, at all 
tampert d with the Kajars, and Ins sister is a wife of Shah Kamrans. 

Mr. Pottiuuer will tell yon tlie views of the Shah and his Minister, and the state of his 
operations. Shah Kainran has conducted himself with great spirit during t ie siege, and 
his VVuzeer Yar Mohainaud Khaun Alikozyt’s conduct is beyond all praise ; theydej)end 
entiiels on British friendship, and are woithy of it, for they have proved it by actions. 

The conduct of the Persian Goveinment in not fulfilling the first part of our treaty, pro- 
mising a commercial treaty, and the insult offered to one of the legutirft Gholaums, by strip- 
ping him and arresting him in this camp, has been so disagreeable to Mr. M^Nedl that it 
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is not in.possible tliat he may demand his passports, and leave Persia, though he would 
leave some one to forward public communicatiinis from India or Eiiolaud to the Persian 
Government You should know this, that duplicate proceedintrs may be adopted from 
yourself to the Shah Imean. Pray make sure that our Govern inenPs views icach the 
Shah. 

Mr. Pottinger is in high esteem among the Afghans, and will not probably have any 
difficulty 111 commun-caiing to Mr. M‘Neill through uic or direct to the Persian Govern- 
ment. 

With my sincere wislies that the measures now commenced hy (>ur Government may be 
prosperously canied into effie^t, ami beiii:mg you to excuse ihe shortness of this letter, mi 
account of the shortness of Mr. Pottinger’s views, all which he will explain, 

1 remain, kc. 

Shah of Persia’s Camp, near Herat, (signed) Charles Stoddart^ 

9 February Idbb. In Her Majesty’s Legation to the Court 

ot Persia, and acting for Mr. M‘rv'eill 
at the J^huh’s Cam[). 


My dear Burnes, 

I am very glad to have heard from yon, and sincerely wish you well thiough your work. 
Mr. Leech will open this. 

Yours, See. 

9 February. (signed) L. Stoddait. 


Why don’t you attadi Pottinger to your mission temporarily ? Mr. Leach or you must 
pay the Cossid. We have not a rap between us ! 


No. 4 . 


Sir 


To Captain Alex. Burnes^ 011 a ^Mission to CabooL 


I HAVK (he honi'ur to report that a cossol arrived last Diglit from the city of lleiat, 
brineiiii; the accouiimnyiris letter to your address Irom Lieutriiaut Pottiiv^er. us m.ni was 
12 dav' fi'etii the city, wi'creas 20 <lays have elapsed since the letter has been wiilini. lly 
this malts account the Ashif of Meshid had noi returned from Ins .ampaign a;^ainsi. > her 
Mohomed Shazada Saif Aliiiulk ; one ol Kiimran’s sons is m the Valley 
to collect men and money, and another son, hlializada .hihdoodan, is in 1 .nr.i , a I**'"' 
Sadi.t Molk, holds Subzawii. ; a fon.tli, Muihza.la Aa.iii, is no.y m j 

assistance of tl'o Ameer, and a letter had liccn received (roni linn, savinc he had sac (< I 

f„i, ii„ A,-; K ■ ,,,,1 a, '"'{r;; ' 

succour of troops, 'fhe besieaed uer<' auaie ot the return of the I eis an LItliy Kamliar 
mZtL cami, and ot (he presence of Alladad Khan, the imdahar deny ; and a repor 

i?, u. d; * rit, Si t 

hraai'iuit-'. a.. o«. v» a.!,. ,.,,1 

over them, their T;,,.;;. rupees the in,. mid, meat one lupee 

Wheat are sold tn the c.t, n- a La d. I ai u, - Ju ty 

the maiind labreezee. Ihc.^ ‘ nl „ , , .Z t,.,, ...ms- the etf.cti.e force of the oariison 
on the oiourid. Ihe yv of I:;”;';.’ - Kam.aii has not lost many more than 

IS 5,000 men. ^ nnstmer^ me w amount to more ihan a thousaml, 

a hundred men; the ^ ‘ are emnloyed in rcpuiiing the work, 

In the last engaoement sever. I f Kv u-.mi vv as wounded in the Icur- No general 

European in the ** *‘‘‘1’’“^ ' j- \ linzara, who is 

action had taken pbee bet^" Pottim-ei’s letter, s. e.iis to 
still m force. Ihe defeat of the . imulion of Slier Molnuneii and the Khan of 

refer to the first ensiagmnent, befo J, ,,, ,1 ,, .^„t] ij, the sole head of ulfaiis in 

Maimuna. 'n'eViz^e^Yar Mahomed o^ 

cause would'accrue from my presence at Candahar. ^ 

(siened) ’ i{. 7.e«A, Assistant. 

Candaha 25 February 1838. 

(Tiue copy.) 

(sir'ued) Alex. Burnes, on a Mission to Cabool. 


* This i. unhappily contradicted by letter, from Bokhara. (signed) A. B. 

1— Sess. 2. Y 3 . 


Letter from llcia 


Kumrnu'is ions. 


Succour fiDui 
Buklura. 

Ueturn <»♦ Kanibai 
Ally to camp. 

Disaftretion of 
Popalzais. 


I’all of ludw. 


Piisfiners. 

Last cngageuicul 
Ashif (if Meshid. 


Message ftir Yar 
Muhunied Khan. 
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No. 6. 

Extr act of a Letter from Lieutenant Leech, dated Candahar, 1 March 1838. 

On the ni^^^ht of the cossid leaving Herat there was a severe snow storm, and the snow 
was knee deep, and there was a report on the same evening that a Persian of respectability^ 
who had been captured by a soldier of Kaniran, was recognised by Vizier Yar Mohamed 
Khan, who purchased him for ten buja Klialees, cured some wounds that he had received, 
gave liim two bujakhalees, and released him, with permission to return to the camp. This 
man, on his return, forwarded, out of gratitude, a letter to his preserver the Vizier, to the 
following effect, fhat news of the defeat of the A^ahif of Meshid, who had been despatched 
against Sher Mohamed Huzara had been leceived, that Mohamed Shah was about to 
despatch an elchy to Kamran, whom the Vizier must endeavour to detain two days, as, if 
the new? were true, tlie Persians would retire the next night. Elchy came, and was with 
the Vizier till the cossid left. 


(True extract.) 

(signed) Alex, Burnes, on a Mission to Cabooi. 


No. 6. 


Letter to Shahzada 
Kamran. 


ftcavson for the 
<{c3pntch of the 
letter. 


M alias of Canda- 
hnr. 


To Captain Alex, Burnes, on a Mission to Cabooi. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to forward a translation of a letter addressed this day to Shazada 
Kamran (the Persian copy will be forwarded by the next opportunity). From a letter of 
Lieutenant Pottinger*s, 1 have reason to suspect that Lieutenant-Colonel Stoddart, now in 
the Persian camp on the part of Mr. M^Neill^ has no communication with the city. I am, 
therefore, confident of my communication not interfering with his correspondence. In the 
absence of your instructions, I have written the letter. 

1st. From a fear that Kamran, despairing of succour from Candahar, fearing its co-opera- 
tion with Persia, and enraged at the Sirdars for not joining him in a common cause of 
religion, should prove a treaty, and perhaps take active measures with Persia for the destruc- 
tion of Candhar. 2d. To pave tlie way for a reconciliation with this principality,, so much 
desired by Government. 3d. To erase from the mind of ihe Shazada any suspicion or bad 
feeling that may have been generated by my presence at Candhar. 4th. To pave the way 
for the esiablishment of Bntish interest in Herat, should it be rescued ever without our 
assistance from Persia, by leading Shazada Kammn to suppose we were interested in his 
difficulties, but that we were prevented from assisting him, both from the distance of our 
seat of Government from Kliorasam, and from the want of a direct influence in these 
countries. 5th. Considering that no time than the present would be more opportune to our 
interests for acknowledging the independence of Herat. 

2. I hope this measure will meet your approbation. 

3. The Mullahs of Candahar have this day sworn on the Koran (after haring for several 
days besieged the residence of Sirdar Kohin Dil Khan for leave to go against the Persians) 
that they will wait only four days to be Jed to Herat ; if ai the txpiration of those days the 
Sirdars will not conduct them, they will proceed of themselves; and if the Sirdars attempt 
to prevent therr, they will emigrate with (heir families. 


Candhar, 1 March 1838. 


I have, kc, 

(signed) R, Leech^ Assistant* 


Translation of a Letter addressed to Shazada Kamran, dated 1 March 1838, by 
Lieutenant JR. Leech, Assistant on a Ml^8ion to Candhar. 

After Compliments. ^ i r r j- 

It is perhaps known to you that a veaf has elapsed since the Governor General of India 
despatched me, in company with my superior captain, Alexander HuriiOS, and other gentle- 
men, to Cabooi, to arrange for the opening of the River Indus as a rou e for comoierce. 
Some time after our arrival, we heard of an eiie ny having entered your country, and besieged 
Herat, at which we were much concerned. For some time past it had been the wish of the 
British Government to despatch one or two officers to Affghanistaii, an<l your country to 
make terms of friendship with tlie Sirdars and yourseft, and to open a caravan road from 
Khoi^an to Hinduethan. By the orders of my Government I am now in Candahar. 

2. My Government respects all the holders ■ of power in AAghanistan aS indei^ndent one 
of the other, and on this point I have repeatedly assured and satisfied the rulers of Candahar. 
It was my hope that I should be able to come and give you the. same Assurance, regarding 
yourself, but the danger and difficulty of the road Iw pr veiit d lue.^ I oiler you my con- 
dolence, as a friend^ on the present uiiforluniite wav between yourself an » Mahomed Shah, 
and assure you that I have made known to my GoVf^rnineut your coiidit bn and my sorrow. 
Whatever influence God may grant to my Government to terminate thi- war between yourself 
and Mahomed Shah, will be exerted. I think that, by the assistance of Oodj peaee may be 
established between you and Mahomed Shah. Until proof of participation in your difficulties 

arrives 
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arrives in answer from my Government, you may rest at ease without any apprehensions 
trom this quarter. My Government considers your country as an independent State. When 
peace is determined on, Lieutenant-Colonel Stoddart, who is in the Persian camp on tlie 
pait of my Government, will mediate for your flood. Further, as a well-wisher of vours, 
may I request your iiulu lienee to listen to a few remarks I have to make, viz., that it 
would be well if the diflforences exisiiug between yon and the Sndars of Candahar were 
settled { The world agree that men are all the sons of Adam, who was produced from his 
mother earth. You are bound by three lies to the Sinlais of Candahar:— 

1st. That you, in common with them and all the world, are sons of one mother earth. 
This is nothing. 

*2(1. You are brothers of one great iiibc, the Duianee; and it is written in the Hudees,'' 
{inna al mumirnn akh for certainly the faithful are brothers.'’) 

3d. You are more neighbours; on this account your subjects and the subjects of Caudaliar 
are brothers. When your rulers differ, brothers are separated from brothers, father from son, 
and son from father. Further, God has of His wisdom created the great to protect the weak, 
poor, and abject, and it is their duty to do so, and to agree among themselves. If you were 
agreed among yourselves, would it be possible for an enemy to enifer and waste this your 
country ? Du not be offended at what I have written, &c. &c. 

(True translation.) 

(signed) 11, Leech, Assistant. 

(True copies.) 

H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, 
with the Governor (leneral. 


To fV. H, Macnaghten^ Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, 
Governor GeneraFs Camp. 

Sir, 

I AVAIL myself of tne opportunity of the express, despatching the gratifying 
intelligence regarding Herat, to convey the eciually gratifying information of 
having- brought the Ameer to give in, as it apjiears to rne, to all the wishes of 
the Governor General. This is the more satisfactory after the unfavourable 
aspect of affairs up to the 4th instant (reported by express on the 5th). I de- 
manded my dismissal, which drew on a stormy discussion, and a successful 
termination. I can only now communicate the fact, and shall prepare the 
official Despatch without delay. 

I have, &c. 

Cabool, ' (signed) A. Burnes, 

7 March 1838. • On a Mission to Cabool. 

(True copy.) 

H. Torrens, 

Depy. Secy- to the rjovt. of India, 
with the Governor General. 


To Captain A. Burnes, on a Mission to Cabool. 

Sir, 

1 AM directed by the Right Honourable the Governor General of India, to 
acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 26th January, on the subject of 
tire views of Dost Mahomed Khan, respecing the jilan for reinstating his 
brother Sooltigi Mahumud Khan in the administration of the Peshawur 
territory. 

2. It is satisfactory to his Lordship to have received this full statement of 
the sentiments of Dost Mahomed Khan on this subject, bu{ it is ’only neces- 
sary, after the detailed exposition of the policy and intentions of your Govern- 
ment, contained in my Despatch of the 20th January last, to observe that it 
never has been in his Lordship’s contemplation to press the scheme in ques- 
tion in preference to any other for the re-establishment of a good understand- 
ing between the Sikhs and the Chief of Gabool. His Lordship has lill along 
stated that he would rejoice in any arrangement which might be satisfactory 
to both parties) but that the relinquishment of Peshawur upon any terms must 
depend upon the pleasure of Maharaja Kunjeet Singh, whose right to that pos- 
session appears by the 8th paragraph of your letter, under reply, to be admitted 
even bv the Ameer, and cannot be questioned. The Maharajah has never 

1 -Ses 8 . 2 . Y 3 manifested 
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manifested the design of transferring the management of Peshawur to any of 
the Afghan brothers, and under the present explanation of the feelings of Dost 
Mahumud Khan, his Lordship will not, of course, bring forward for discussion 
any proposition for re-establishing the authority of Sooltan Mahumud Khan 
throughout the Territory. 

3. Before considering whether it may be proper to submit the scheme of 
adjustment, which has now been suggested for the sentiments of Maharajah 
Runjeet Singh, his Lordship would await your reply to his instructions, of 
the date before cited. If Dost Mahumud Khan should be prepared to 
insist on his having some share in the management of Peshawur as a condition, 
without which no arrangement for the re-establishment of an amicable under- 
standing will be acceptable to him, it will have b^^en seen from these inclina- 
tions as from what has now been said, that his Lordship must regret the being 
unable to supj)ort his views. In the meantime, it occurs to his Lordship that 
Dost Mahuiriud Khan might find advantage in opening a direct negotiation with 
the Maharajah on the basis which he now d(^sires. Such a course might elicit 
the views of the Maharajah with less of restraint and doubt, than if the 
scheme were to be agitated through our immediate interposition. Indeed, 
wl^itever be the terms sought to he obtained, his Lordship would wish you to 
look more decidedly than you have yet done to such direct intercourse between 
the parties under the general exercise of our influence with both, for modera- 
tion and peace, rather than to indii^ct communications through our political 
officers. 

4. It is, I am instructed to add, his Lordship’s wish distinctly to learn 
whether Dost Mahomed Khan is, or is not, prepared upon mature reflection to 
rest satisfied with an arrangement which shall leave him in the enjoyment of 
his existing possessions, under the assurance of the continued exercise of our 
good oflioes for his security from further attack, the Sikhs remaining, as at pre- 
sent, in the immediate occupation and management of the Peshawur territory. 

5. Slioiild you, in the event even of an entire disappointment in the views 
which your Government has encouraged itself to form of moderation on the 
part of Dost Mahomed Khan, see reason to think that by your remaining for 
some longer i)eri()d at his capital, that chief, althongli disposed at present to 
urge demands which cannot be sanctioned by us, may eventually be brought 
to u more true sense of his own interests, or tl)al the (‘ornincreial ol)jects of your 
iieputation, or tlie good-will to be eoneiliated by your communications with the 
neighbouring ehiels, under jour immediate retirement irom (’abool inexpedient, 
his' Lordship will not object to Vour postponing ])ending the receipt of his 
flirt h(T instructions the execution of the orders for quitting Cabool, in the 
case supposed, which were furmcrlj^ conveyed to you. 

• , I have, kc. 

Camp at Kurnal, (signed) W\ H. Macnagklen, 

the 7tli March 1838. Secretary to the Govermnent of India, with the 

Governor General. 

' (True copy.) 

11. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Governor of India, 
with the Governor General. 


To Ji\ H. Macnaghteiiy Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, 

I Governor Generars Camp. 

Sir, 

On the morning of the 5th instant, I had the honour to repgrt to you the 
result of my communications with the Ameer of Cabool, and the very unfavour- 
able aspect which affairs had assumed. 

2. In the forenoon of the 5th, I had a visit from Nawab Jubbar Khun, who 
came over from the Durbar by the Ameer’s request, with a string of proposi- 
tions which were to be agreed to by me as the terms on which the Ameer 
consented to what was asked of him. These consisted of a promise to protect 
Cabool and Candahar from Persia, of the surrender of Peshawur by Runjeet 
Sing, of the interference of our Government to protect at that city those who 

might 
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might re^m to it from Cabool, supposing it to be restored to Sultan Mahomed 
Khan^ with several other proposals [the nature and purport of which may be 
inferred from my previous Go^re^pondence^. 

3. I at once iplormed the Nawab that ) would agree to none of the terms 

proposed ; that I was a^^tonished to hear a race, so illustrious as the Dooranees, 
who had carried their sword to Ispahan and Delhi, imploring protection against 
Persia ; that as for Peshawijr, it belonged to our ancient ally the ruler of Lahore^ 
and he alone could surrender it, [but to which we never would, or intended to 
use coercionj ; and that as for protecting those who re turned from ('abool, sup- 
posing the Maharaja to make a settlement, it was an after concern, which it wos 
now useless to discuss, as well as the other matters stated, since the Ameer 
seemed so little disposed to attend to the views of the British Government, and, 
what was of more importance, his own interests. ^ 

4. llie Nawab replied at great length; said that we did not seem disposed to 
meet the Afghans halfway ; that it was true we entertained a mean opinion of the 
power of [the Shah of! Persia ; and as lie always believed Enrope.'ins, he con- 
cluded we were right, nut that it was otherwise with the Afghans and with the 
Ameer,, and particularly in a city like this, where there were so many Knzzil- 
bashes, and when Herat was besieged. I abridged the interview by stating 
that as 1 saw no hope of adjustment in the present tone held, I should reipiest 
niy dismissal, and proceed to Ilindoostan. where they might solicit, but ])robal)ly 
in vain, another lisjtening to their grievances. The Nawab left me in sorrow. 

ft. Shortly after the Nawab’s departure. I drew up and forwarded tlie following 
to tlie Ameer, by means of Mirza Samee Khan. 


“ Notk. That in consequence of the many letters which the Ameer S.ahib 
wrote to the British Government about the suHcrings (dnrd) which he e.vpmaeiiced 
at the hands of the Sikhs, the Government had heard his reipiests, sympathised 
with him, and were willing and ready to use its good oflices with iiiaharaja 
Runjeet Sing that a remedy be applied to the suffming^ (;omplaiiied ol. I'lie 
Ameer Sahib wrote to other Governments on the subject of these sulierin,gs, and 
all the letters had one and the same contents ; but it now appeared that the 
remedy which Lord Auckland offered to ai)ply, and which was all that was then 
asked,' was not sufficient, other demands being made (piiti^ unconnected with 
the Sikhs. That .Mr. Burnes has no power or authority to speak in other 
matters, as is well known from his Lord-ship’s letter, and he would therefore be 
deceiving the Ameer by listening to them. Under these circumstances, as there 
is a Russian agent here, and he is detained by the Ameer’s request, it is clearly 
evident that the Ameer docs not approve of the oflers of the British, l)ut seeks 
the aid of others. Mr. Burnes feels it due to himself and his Government to 
ask leave in consequence to return to Hindoo.stan. To reinam longer here, 
fetters the Ameer, and discredits the British Government in Cabool. Had Mr. 
Burnes power to do what the Ameer wishes, he would not ask his leave, but he 
has no power. It is, however, in the Ameer’s option to inake known to the 
Governor General by a trusty messenger, whom he can send to Ilindoostan all 

his wishes. 

“ Cabool, 5 March 1838. (s'giied) Aka-. Bunu-s. 


In the evening the Ameer assembled all his counsellors, several of whom had 
in the interval arrived, and a stormy discussion ensued, which lasted till past 
midnight ; he was, I hear, very eloquent on the disgrace which would accrue to 
him in the Mahomedan world, after his crusades against the Sikhs, and his 
raising the countries around. [Mirza Samee Khan, his minister, every 
account seems to have acted a most judicious part, and, under taunts which 
the Ameer cast upon him for having so long and so ardently com ted the 
British much to his regret now saw the nature ol our alliance in Captain 
Burnes’ note. The Mirza, who has great influence over him, ventured to tell 
him that that note was a most serious matter.] It was at hist agreed 
toTummons me next day, but the discussion was again resumed on the.morning 

of the 6th and lasted till near noon. u v. i u 

7 About midday the Mirza, accompanied by Iraaum Verdi, who had been 
called from Jelalabud, waited upon me 5 they brought the proposals of he 
Nawab s^e^at modified, with many expressions of regret on the of the 
Ser Sthemselves, that I seemed so resolute m rejecting all that had been 
u\-ged. The .Mirza Imaum Verdi claimed Peshawur as the Ameers, 

1— Sess. 2. ^ 
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wliich he was willing to pay tribute. I replied that it never had been the 
Ameer’s, [and I believed never would ; he then said that the Afghans did not 
fefir the Sikhs, and 1 stated that their applications to all quarters seemed 
very much like fear.] Mirza Samee Khan then brought forward the clause 
of protection from Persia, and 1 produced [the] letters [of Colonel Stod- 
dart and Lieutenant Pottinger,] which had arrived over night, [and how 
happily timed I need not dwell on,] to show the progress and the hopes of that 
Power in the siege of Herat ; the effect was electric ; and the Mirza said that 
wc need not now discuss that point. The Mirza then invited me to the Bala 
Hissar in the afternoon, in the name of the Ameer, and in promising to go, I 
told them* that Dost Mahomed Khan could not change my resolutions, which 
were final, and that if he agreed not to what had been stated, I would conclude 
with asking permission to leave Cabool to-morrow morning. Mirza 8amee 
Khan declared that ‘that never could and never would be permitted, for the 
hopes of this country rested on the British Covernment. 

8. At the time appointed, I proceeded alone to the Bala Hissar, and met the 
Ameer, whom I found more gracious and more friendly even than usual. He 
was only attended by the two Mirzas above named. I lost no time in entering 
upon business, and said that I was sorry to hear he had not taken the Governor 
General’s letter in the spirit it was written, and that lie hail deemed it harsh 
(sukht), when the very fact of his Lordship sending such a letter, proved the 
interest taken in him ; and that I had perused the document in English and 
Persian, without finding a single expre.ssion to offend him. It was true that it 
was a very explicit paper, but the Afghans were a nation famed for their 
straightforward proceedings, [in which they differed very much from other 
Asiatics, ] and it was most important to act towards him with a clear good 
faith, and let him know at once what might be expected of the British 
Government. 

9. These observations drew him forth, and he took up the whole question 
argumentatively ; in which manner 1 was glad to meet him. He said that my 
explanation of his Lordship’s letter was very true, and perhaps satisfactory ; but 
that he had ever avowed himself as an anxious suitor for the friendship of the 
British nation ; that its fame and its generosity surpassed all others, but he now 
inferred from the Governor General’s letter, and from what I had told him, 
that it was tlionglit that he was prepared to go counter to its wishes, and 
to make it his enemy, which had never ev.en entered into his contemplation ; 
that he appealed to all his jiast conduct if he had shown any such symptoms; 
that he was a rude Afghan, not accustomed to the polish of courts, and had 
been unable to do the lionour to a representative from the British, which so 
exalted a nation was so well entitled to : but as far as his ability went, he had 
gone, and his efforts, however incommensurate with his wishes, should acquit 
him. 'i’hat as for the Sikhs, he might or might not be able to resist them, but 
he could not stand for a month against the British, and the thought of its 
displeasure even filled him with terror. 

10. It appeared to him that both the Government and myself had taken an 
erroneous view of his correspondence with Persia, Russia, and the. neighbouring 
nations ; that I in particular had, in the note which I had forwarded to him, 
made it appear that, to one and all. his addresses had been of the same import, 
and that the good offices which the British were now disposed to use in his behalf 
were the result that he desired ; but it was otherwise. Runjeet Sing had in his 
wars slain and disgraced thousands of the Afghans, and he sought for money 
from others, for assistance from us and frem all, means of injuring so bitter an 
enemy. He kneW that the Maharaja was our friend, and that we would not 
attack him ; but we had it in our power to rescue Peshawur as we had rescued 
Sikarpore, not by arms, but by a single hint to the ruler of Lahore ; that, on the 
contrary, we had avowed our being more than ever friendly to him, had pre- 
ferred him to the Affghans, who were willing to do us service. What was, 
however, more remarkable than all, we had coupled with the offers of sympathy 
in his difficulties numerous pledges and promises that benefited ourselves, 
when it would have been more magnanimous to act without any individual 
benefit accruing to us. That he h^ hoped to “ raise ” the powers of Toor- 
kistan and others, not including Persia and Russia, to aiS him in his war; but 
though we had not avowed such proceedings being disagreeable to us, it was 

clear 
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clear fronv the turn which things had taken, that they would be so also, and it 
was folly in him to persist in a course that excited our anger. 

11. I replied to these observations, that his good feeling towards our nation 
was known, that his cordial, kind, and friendly treatment of rhe mission that 
had been sent to him was duly appreciated by (Government ; and, besides this 
public acknowledgment, it would remain engraven in my own nuunory while 
I lived ; that what he objected to in the inference drawn from his Lordship’s 
letter was, as it appeared to me, himself being the judge, an unteualdc opinion. 
With Runjeet Sing as our friend, were we to aid him in his wars ? We had 
gone to the very limit of propriety in offering to give our good offices for pi'aeo, 
and we did so because it was earnestly to be desired for both parties. “ Are we, 
however,” said I, “to allowyoutositinCabool, address Russia and Persia, bring 
agents from these countries, and publicly avow that you wish to disturb the 
peace of a friend on our frontiers ? Thanks be to Providence and th(^ valour of 
our army, we have no fear of foreign eneyiies ; but when the bouse of a neigh- 
bour is fired, it is but good neighbourhood to i)ut it out ; and it is b(‘tter to 
come to an understanding before the accident happens,” That we n^garded but 
little the dread of such an a(.*cid( iit ; hut he knew that my prcscuice here had 
reference to commercial matters, and that W(‘ saw in a diseontinnancc' ot tlu‘se 
differences the benefit of all ; that I could not possibly havi* misnmh'rstood his 
addresses to foreign powers, regarding Maharaja Kunj(‘(‘t Sing ; and that tliongli 
I now admitted he wrote to one for mono}' and to another lor aid, still his (uuls 
were <alike. I l)egged, moreover, explicitly to tell him, that I had liot come to 
Cabool as a petitioner, but because he had solieit(*d it ; that I was not here to 
humble our Government before him or his countrymen, i)nt to tell hiin that it 
he did not wish our good otliees on the terms ])ropos(d he should disiaiss jai'. 

12. lie professed himself shocked at this last proposition, and that inevital)lc 
disgrace would flow fromit:— “ You have heen welcomed by ev(‘ry Mahomedaii 


state since you left Bombay. 


from a belief that you wme the hringer of good 


news to an' unhappy race of men, who^e internal diseord has made them the 

prey of a nation of another faith. 1 dare nol, if I wished it, set myselt n\) against 
the AfLdiau people ; the belief has gone abroad that your in-esenee is (amneeUa 
with their advantage ; and though I admit that I profit hy it, still the ohjeets ot 
my heart are not fully accomplished. There are Atghans m lak nghlmg ni 
thousands at this hour against the Sikhs; they have ‘ 

to me, hut their sufferings will have no abatement ; but J 

the generosity of T,he Governor General ot India, and I rely on tin, s_v mpatlij 

which his Lordship has expressed.” • . .. t m.u,.,- tlwin 

1 ;t. 1 congnatiilated the Ameer on his having seen his own iiitei i st 1 n th- ‘ 

to permit o? friendship being interrupted between him and ^ I 

disposed towards him; but that it was now my diiti' to tell 
exiiected of him, .and wh.at we could do in return You must dm.st^ 1 on 
eorrespondenee with I’ersia and Ru.ssiaj; you iinist never lecei.i- .igni s 

rZuSorhav" aaslit t» do wi.h Mu!' onr ; voa a. .. .i.v , 

^^kCindeue Xice ( Ca.nl.ahar and of Peshaw.ir, ami co-operate m 
respect the I„ return for this, I promise to recom- 

arraiigements to unite . 1 ofH(;es with its aiieicnt ally, 

mend to the Government that it aifference he- 

to the 


mend to tnc uovermmov ^ f,,.,,,.,. pnnses of difference he- 

Maharaja ehiefship belongs t.> the 

tween the Sikhs and Mahomed Khan, or any other Afghan 

SrhecMoreronhi?owm terms ml tribute, it being uudei;Xtood that such 

aiaugement is to preserve the credit l^^rn^ ments arc n.it set 

H. ‘‘To this 1 assent yaid hc^A^^^^^^^^ 

forth iu full m his " ^“l^„y\e.lge of t Governor General’s vie^s will 

matter to writing, as far .is youi kno & j .^,^a wh.at is to be done in 

permit you, that I may fairly see ‘ ' ' Sikhs can never be said to be 

Return. The differences of at Peshawur ; 
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my brother, or an Afghan, in Peshawur, and leave him to govern it, subject to 
his (the Maharaja s) orders, but without the presence of Sikh troops.” I replied, 
that since the Ameer agreed himself to peace, it was better to leave these 
things to be settled hereafter, since the less that was now said about them the 
better. 

15. I then enjoined the Ameer to use his utmost efforts to effect an union of 
the Barukzyo family. I told him that [l had just beard from Lieutenant Leech] 
at Cn ndahar, [by a private letter, that] the Sirdars were ready, on certain con- 
ditions, to attach themselves to the British Government whether he did or 
not, and that before I visited him I felt it my duty to send off an express [to 
Mr. Leech] to say that no such agreement ever would be made, since our object 
was to unite, and not to sow disscaision amonj his family. As an instance of 
our good feeling, 1 would impart to him a plan of the Governor General, which 
might or might Hot come to maturity, but which showed how much his Lord- 
ship was int( rested in the prosperity (/ all parties. It was, that if the flnglish 
be(!ame the mediators for peace at ll(Tat, between the Shah and Kamran, it 
would be stipulated that the latter should in future cease to molest Candahar. 
“ No such arrang(‘ment or stipulation may take pla(;e,” said I ; “ but the intention 
must still remain as the i)roof of his Lordship’s most friendly consideration.” 

\6. Dost Mahomed Khan assured me that he highly appreciated this symptom 
of the (lovernor (ieiieral’s friendship, and also thanked me for having returned 
so pr()mi)t an answer to Candahar, inveighing at the san^e time against his 
brothers for their instability. 1 said that this arose from their weakness, which 
raised up alarm ; but if united, they would add to tlu ir strength and his own. [He 
then n'eurred to the conditional olh rs of pecuniary assistance which had been 
made to them. I replied that they bad deelim^d them, on the general grounds 
of its being Herat and not Persia that they feared. ‘‘ That was certainly 
the ease,” said h(‘, and of e('urse alte rs th(' affair ; but has the Governor 
(General a])])roved of th('se offers P’ I staled that it was my duty to tell him that 
the}' had not met his Lordship’s approbation, and that such was not the way which 
it appear(‘d we could benefit this (‘ountry, and restore it to ])eace and trorujuil- 
lity. 'J he state of agitation, and the want of instrmaions from matters arising 
of v> Inch Government could not possibly he infonned, had led me in judging 
for myself to depart from its views, but fortunately no embarrassment had 
arisen ; things remained as if these promises had never been given,, and it was 
proper, in explanation of the present and future vi(*ws of the Government, to 
state that such grants were not consistent with its policy.] 

17 . When I left the Ameer, li(‘ got up, and in an under-tone, so as not to be 
heard by his sc'rvants, said that he lioj)ed the Government would bear in mind 
his p(‘euliar situation, and see* that his n'speet aiul name were preserved ; that 
its good offices would hv j)e(adiarly directed so as to preserve these, since a 
failure with us might entail upon him greater disgrace than ever ; for his hopes 
rested on agitation, and having ceased to agitate h(* thereby diminished his own 
strength, which, at an early interview after my arrival in Cabool, he had told 
me he was well aware was not one-tenth of that possessed by the Lahore Chief. 
On this the interview ended, and it will be seen that the subject of Persia was 
not even mentioned, inseparable as it appeared to be, and which, without a 
doubt, the [timely] intelligence froni Herat prevented. 

18. [Having thus, as it appeared to me, gained the ends desired by Govern- 
ment, I proceeded to improve this dawn of the good feelings towards his 
brothers, and sued for the Nuwab Jubbar Khan’s co-operation in making up 
matters between the Ameer and Sultan Mahomed Khan. This most amiable 
man declared to me that the affair was easy, and begged that I woubl write to 
the Governor Gimeral, and say that he pledged himself to bring il about, and 
that there was but one difficulty which could prevent it, and this would be the 
disapproval of Maharaja Runjeet’Sing. If this were no obstacle he would pro- 
ceed at once to Peshawur, and bring all his brothers to Jehilabad, where they 
would be met by the Ameer, and in my presence he would get them to exchange 
papers ; that the Peshawur family may come to Cabool in summer and the 
Ameer go to Peshawur in wintei’, each with a few hundred horse ; and that 
further, he pledged himself to bring together the whole family from Candahar, 
or at least one of the brothers, to witness the much desired object of the resto- 
ration of harmony and unanimity in their house ; on this he added, that all 
the Ameer’s fears for his Peshawur adherents now with him would end, and the 

affair 
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affair would be adjusted. I assured Nuwab Jubbur Khan that his exertions 
would receive high applause and appreciation, and that if things went right, and 
I happened to be present at this peace-making, 1 would consider it one of the 
most happy events that had ever occurred, ami oiu' which would resciu' <1 brave 
nation from inevitable di'struction. I do not believe the Nawab overrates 
his influence ; he has great weight both at Peshawar and at Candahar, through 
Sooltan Mahomed Khan and Rahim Dil Khan ; and when wars no longer dis- 
turb the peace of the eastern frontier of Afghanistan, these mnch wished-for 
objects will certainly follow,! 

19. In the beginning of these proceedings it was the expressed wish of his 
Lordship that the differences of the Siklis and Afghans should be healed, 
without an ostensible intervention on our part ; 1 had little hope from the exci- 
tation that reigns in this country that this jilan would be fi'asibte, j^as is amply 
proved by my previous correspondence.^ Afier nearly a,^ six months’ resi- 
dence in this city I am constrained to pronounce it perfectly hojieless. It is 
only out of regard to bis Lordship and our feelings gem'rally, that the Afghans 
have been taught to naine Maharaja Runjeet Sing with lieeoining respect; and 
it is to be remembered that these people are elated at their jiartial success over 
Runjeet Sing’s arms, though the Anu'er hiniscdf knows that it u.is .> sorry 
victory, and one without any beneficial eonsetpienees. It, however, unfor- 
tunately carried with it ;in impression that the idttiek might be sneeessfnlly 
repeated ; and the triiin of twents which Imve followt d wi>nld Inive led the 
Afghans, but for the prirsenee <if tin tigent of th<' Rritisli, to :iets Ihtit must Inive 
altered the existing political condition of these eonniries. 

20. The vast resources of Mtibarajii Runjeet Sing would have, tis a nmtter of 
course, preserved to him bis dominions; but the misreju’esentiilions of the 
Persian elehee, Kumber Ali Kbttn, would li.ave drtiwn the ebiets of C'anihihar and 
Cabool to aid in the Persitm siege of Herat, and the re.sonrees of Ibtit kingdom 
and Afghanistan would have been thus tirniyed tigaiiisl one eitv. Iltid it fallen, 
promi'-es Cdftitdly worthless would litive led ilie Afghan' to trust to Persia for ju’o- 
seculing their wars to the (‘astward ; tind with the Kuz/.ilbtisb inlhienee in this 
city fnot in this country) their introdtietion nmst have been ruinous to the. 
integrity of Afghanistan. [A ith Persia weshouhl htive had Rnssitin iiiflnem'e 
in her train ; and had the Ameer been disposed tt) doul.t thi- sincerity of the 
Shah, the presence of the Russian agent, Capttiin Viekoviieh, would have gone 
far to remove his suspieions.J The promises of [that gentlemamj I cannot at 
this time permit myself to believe made with the eonenrrenee of the Kmperor ; 
but they rcm.iin uneontr.adicted, and must eoiitinne so for a time, so that they 
would hiive had at this v'risis all the elleet of truth, and led ilu' Afghans head- 


long, as T consider, to ruin. 

21. fWith these facts before m<‘, I felt that if it evn- were liis Lordships 
intention, winch I do not accurately discover, 1 could not jiropose to Hie Ameer 
of Cabool to send presents to Laliore .as an opening to the ( stahlishiiKait ot 
a future friendship. The diifieullies have ht^ai great without addiiu^ to tluan. 
Had Dost Mahomed Khan liimself assented, the Mahomedan i) 0 ])ulation would 
have despised him, and probably prevented it. ’Lhe constitution of this country 
is also of that remarkable nature, that the whole community interfere m 
public afluirs ; and at an Afghan court, an agent has not only to combat the 
views of the ruler, hut of all the people around him who take a part ni the 
passing discussions. I have, however, through tlic agency of Miiza S.imee 
Khan discussed the qucsiion of sending a letter to the Maharaja, expressive ot 
the Ameer’s desire to have iicace established vvith his Highness, sim-e he now 
sees it is for his own good and that of all parties ; and as the other infiuenti.a 
Mirza concurred with me, I do not doubt hut that I shalk suc(;eed on this 
point I also hinted at the plan of sending an agent to tin; Governor General 
at his meeting with the Maharaja, and that that opportunity might he taken to 
make peace also with the Maharaja on the passage through the, 1 unjab winch 
is in my own mind an admirable idea, and which I think may also be ^brought 

^^ 22 *^ These sugge-stions were thrown out by me on the 9th instant, while 
visited by the two Mirzas above named, but I was pressed very hard on this 
occasion to give a paper to tiic effect that the Government would use its most 
strenuous endeavours ’ to alter the ’state of things m Peshawur. lo this 
I opposed every argument, showing’it would be indelicate towards the Maharayg 
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and if known, in all probability defeat the objects in view ; *since any change in 
Peshawur must be optional with the Maharaja, and the passing of a written 
document, even of our own promise to exert ourselves would certainly be mis- 
construed. The Mirzas informed me that the Ameer attached great importance 
to this point, and did not think he would be disposed to give it up ; for if 
Peshawur were not surrendered in whole or in part to Sooltan Mahomed Khan, 
it would still protect his character with the Afghans, and prove no discredit to 
us. I replied that a want of confidence was inferred in asking for such a 
document, and supposing it to be given and told to the Afghans, every pros- 
pect of a release of Peshawur seemed to me gone. The Mirzas left me to 
visit the Ameer, but were far from satisfied with my arguments or my reso- 
lution.] 

23. On the morning of the lOtb, I received a deputation from the Ameer, 
consisting of thc,Nawab Hafizjee, the son of Meer Waeez (a man who 
cut a conspicuous figure in Afghan history}, and the Naib, or deputy of the 
Ameer, a Barukzye. The object of these personages was to draw from me 
the written document above alluded to, and besides giving reasons for its being 
withheld, I ran over with them the whole history of the Ameer’s applications 
to our Government. [l said, that it apj)eared we were the favoured party, and 
not the Ameer and his brothers ; since this was the best opportunity which 
had presented itself to explain the interests of this country, the whole of the 
dei)utation being Soonnees, T asked them candidly to state what they could 
possibly expect from a Persian alliance. My 0))inions were exceedingly grati- 
fying, I observed ; and they^ enlarged on the advantages of clinging firmly to 
the Pritish. They left me to report to the Ameer what had passed.] 

24. T had proceeded thus far with this Despatch, when notice of hitters of a 
most embarrassing nature reached this from Candabar, in the course of the 
12th instant. They convey the intimation of Mr. Goutte, the Uussian agent with 
Mahomed Shah, having promised to get Count Simonitch to ratify the treaty 
of the Sirdars of Candahar with the Shah, and that a letter ofli flattering 
nature had been addressed to these chiefs by the Shah himself. [As far as 
1 am yet acquainted with these events, which is by j)rivatc letter, I have made 
them known to his Lordship through the private secretary; and I am necessarily 
compelled to break off in an abrupt manner, and leave for future report 
the turn which affairs may now take. At every step it will be seen that Russian 
and Persian influence counteracts our proceedings in these countries.] 

I have, &c. 

Cabool, 13 March 1H38. (signed) fiurnes, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


(True copy.) 

(signed) H. Torrens, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, 
wifh the Governor-General. 


To W. H. Macmghten, Esq., Secretary to the Governor (Jeneral of India, 
Governor General s Camp. 


Sir, 

I DO myself the honour to transmit, for the purpose of being laid before the 
Right honourable the Governor General of India, a paper on the prospects of 
trade with Toorkistan, in reference to the contemplated establishment of an 
annual fair on the banks of the Indus, drawn up at Koondooz, by Mr. Lord. 

2. It will only be necessary to ^inspect the appendix of this authentic docu- 
ment to stamp its value, and exhibit the labour which it must have cost its 
author. The account of the Toorkistan trade must prove acceptable to the 
commercial community. 

3. As the two concluding paragraphs of Mr. Lord’s paper have reference to 
political matters, I have thought it advisable to remove them from it, and annex 
them to this letter. They appear to me to be very deserving of consideration ; 
and it is somewhat remarkable that thal^ gentleman and mpelf, unknown to 
each other, should have adopted the san:(f opinions regarding the favourable 
opportunity which now presents itself for maturing our commercial plans on the 

Indus. 
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Indus. I allude to the suggestion contained in the last para, of my letter of the 
1st ultimo, and which may be thought more worthy of notice from the cominu- 
nication now forwarded. 


Cabool, 15 March 1838. 


I have, &c. 

(signed) Bumes, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


The two concluding paras, of Mr. Lord s paper :~ 

• 

23. “ Before concluding, I would venture to point out one or two reiisons cxpcdipix 

which render the immediate e.st.-iblishment of this bazaar highly advisable. It 
is only last year that the hmperor of Russia, by a gross violation of the laws of inimciliatcly 
nations, seized all the Orgunje merchants wlio, on the implicit pledge which 
such an establishment holds out, had resorted to his fair ftir the purposes of 
commerce. Forty of the principal of these unfortunate men have been seat to 
languish and die in Siberia, the very name of which conveys to the Asiatic mind 
the idea of everything dreadful ; while the remainder, to the number it is said of 
100, have been distriliuted as prisoners, or rather sl.ivcs, through the ditferent 
garrison towns in the empire. This act has, for the present, e.vcited unqualified 
disapprobation and terror amongst tlui T(.orkisfau merchants ; and, in con- 
sequence, I am informed that a much smaller kafila than iisuiil has this year left 
Bokhara for Russia,,and that it was composed rather of travelli'i's than tniders. 

Feelings, however, of this kind are .soon overcome ; the merchant finds a 
necessity for an outlet for his goods, and if we do not at onee step in and tiike 
advantage of the crisis, by offering him a new .and preferable mart, commerce 
will, after one or two years, quietly resume its ancient eourst;, to divert it from 
which is always a matter of considerable didiculty. But there is another j)oiut 
which, even in a still stronger manner, evinces the necessity of our .acting 
immediately. The possession of Khi\a h.as long been a (‘hcrished object of 
Russian ambition, and, undoubtedly, she cannot too highly estimate the .chan- 
tages it would give her in her eommerei.al relations witli Central Asia. It 
formed a stipulation in the curious partition treaty (Russia is formed of par- 
tition treaties) concluded so far back as 1725, between Refer the (Ireat and tins 
Sublime Porte, by which the formcT was to .seize all tln^ provinces around tin; 

Caspian, and the latter all. those along the iMiphrates and Tigris ; e.'udi gu.'iran- 
tceing the other in the possc.s.sions so gained, dhough foiled .at the timi; 
by the death of its great projector, this scheme has never been lost sight of. 

M. de Meyendorff is particularly .anxious that Russia should jjossess Khiva, 
for the great opportunities it would afford of increasing, in Western Asia, 
the salutary influence of Russia. But M. Mour.aviev is much mor(^ explicit : 

‘ En un mot,’ he says, ‘ Khiva est en ce moment une poste .avaneee cpii s’oppose au 
commerce de la Russie .aveg la Boukharie ct I’lnde septentrionale ; sous notre 
ddpendance la Khivie serait devenue une sauvegarde (pii .aurait defendu ce com- 
merce centre les attaques des peupladtis dispersf'es dans les stijics de I’Asie 
meridionale. Cette oasis, situfe au milieu d’un ocean de s.able, serait devenue 
le point de reunion de tout le commerce de I’Asie, et aurait ehranle, jusqu’au 
centre de I’lnde, I’enorme superiority des dominateurs de la mer.’ 

“ This is at least plain, and it becomes us to consider what measures may be 
in progress towards accomplishing an object so beneficial to Russia and so much 
the reverse to us ; and it at once occurs that a Persian force, moved avowedly 
by Russian influence, is this moment engaged in besieging Herat. A detadied 
corps, under the Governor of Khorasan, has .already received the submissions 
and hostages of Meimuna, Shibbergaum, and Andkhoe ; and niy information 
ftirther bears, that one of the stipulations in the treaty is, for a safe passage for 
the Persian army to Balkh. Now Balkh is in itself nothing, a mere jiominis 
umbra, devoid alike of wealth to tempt and strength to repel the attacks of an 
enemy. Bokhara, to which it belongs, is, therefore, the obvious object of this 
move; and Bokhara, at present under a weak, vieious, and tyrannical ruler, is 
sure to make a ready submission, or suffer an inglorious defeat. There remains, 
then but one step further to Khiva, and this step neither Russia nor Persia will 
be slow to take, seeing there are 3,000 subjects of the former power and 30,000 
of the latter, at this mopient in slavery within its limits. Russia thus holding 
in its own hands Khiva, and guaranteeing Persia in possession of Herat, will 
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have a basis for operations, whether commercial, political, or military, in Central 
Asia, such as it can never be our interest to permit. The project, however, can 
only be defeated by anticipating it ; at once establish our mart, and with it our 
commercial influence through all Turkistan. Commercial influence can, when 
requisite, with a little skill be converted into political, and an active and enter- 
prising agent might even succeed, though the task would be by no means easy, 
in binding the discordant elements of the Uzbek nations into one grand con- 
federacy, which, actuated by their intense hatred to the Persian name and 
religion, the only x^ommon sentiment I have as yet been able to detect amongst 
them, would oppose an effectual barrier in this quarter to the progress of 
Russian and Persian ambition. 

‘‘ Koondooz, 22 February 1838.” 

(True extract.) 

(signed) Alex. Burnes, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


PRnsl*ECT^ of Triwle vvitli Tuikistan, in reference to the contemplated Establishment of 
an Anninil Fair on the Banks of the Indus. By P. B. Lord^ Esq. 


Nature of project. 


Of the requisites 
to its iuccess. 


First, of the nature 
and price of goods. 


N.B. These will be 
forwarded when a 
fitting opportunity 
presents itself. 

A. B. 


Little utterance nnd less piofit,*’ has been the proverbial description of English trade 
with Cciitial Asia, from the middle of the 16th century to the pie.-ent day, and there 
is no douljt that were Wf* to follow in the steps of Anthony Jenkinsbn, vve should find the 
description not more pioverhial than tiue; btit now that the enterprise of the British 
Govd'iiimnt Is about to avail itself of the new Cummercial route afforded by the grand 
navigabh' stream of the Indus, and to estal)Iish on its banks a niait at which the iTUTchan- 
dise of ]Miro[»c, Hmdoostan, and the Punjab may be exchanjied for that of Kabul and 
Kandahar, of Mcshid and Herat, of Ormmjc, Bokhaia, and Koondooz, new prospects offer 
theinscLis, and v\c are struck with tlio project, at oiiec maiiiiificeut and f asible, of draw- 
ing from these vast Kg.ons the raw produce which they afford in an exuberant abundance, 
and supplying them in return with our manufaei tired goods, with whicli neither their industry 
nor their skill enable them to compete. 

‘2. To the success of this project, as far as regards 'forkistan, the only part of which it 
is my piovince to speak, nothing further is lu^essury than the native merchants phouhl be 
indiued to setk at our fair tlie supply of Kuropean goods, for which they have hitherto, by 
along and hazardous rtaite, been accustomed U)*re»ort to the bazaar of Nijnee Novogiod, 
and to effect tliis change there aie three lequisites: — 1st. That we should lie abb* to supply 
Lioods of the desired quantity and dtsetipiion on e(jually orinoie eligible terms. 2d. That 
the load, which in point of naiural advantages -infinitely sur[)asses the route to Russia, 
should he fn e from ihe aitificitrl restrictions of exorbitant, ▼aryimr, and vexatious taxation. 
And i3d. That intelliuence ugardintt the geneuil protection given to commerce by our 
Govenmient, and its [)aiticular views in establishing this new fair, should be fully and 
freely disseminated amongst the native community. 

n. 'I’o assist our merchants m rneciing the first lequisite, I have drawn up what I believe 
to hca v(ry accurate ticcount of the annual sales of the bazaar of Koondooz, the only 
bazaar to which as yet I have had access, and which, hewig the ceniral emporium of the 
dominions of Meer Mahomed Moorad Beg, may be looked on as affording a fair standard 
of the vvant^ and taste of the whole Uzbek mition ami its dependencies. In tfiis 1 have given, — 
1st. Tlie nature and quantity of Russian goods biought from Bokhara, and yeaily sold 
in this haziar; the mode in which sold; the sale piices at Bokhara and here, so a>. to 
e\hil)ii the gioss profit to the merchant, leaving the expenses of the carriage and customs 
to he deducted, of which I shall speak afterwards. 

2(1. The same specification regarding Chinese goods brought from Bokhara, the direct 
route to Yarkund and Kashgar fiom tliis having been for some years closed by the pre- 
datory luibils of tin* Kiighiz and other wandering tribes, who are hostile to the present 
chief of Kundooz. 

3d. The same specification les^iecting goods, the produce of Bokhara. 

4th. The t'ame specification re.-pecting the imports from Cabool, including goods of 
England, Hindustan, Peshawur, and Cabool, 

6:h. The nature, and as far as I could ai>certain, the quantities of native manufacture 
and produce sold in this bazaar ; ami, 

0th. A short specification ol the goods exported to Bokhara and Cabool. 

Those will be found in an Appennix; and I have added to them a detailed statement of 
the l)az..ar as it exists, with tables of weights, measures, and monies ; and to complete the 
whole, have foiwarded specimens of all the mauufactuied articles with which it seems 
possible we could compete, and of all the raw produce which it might be advantageous for 
us t«> export. 

4. As regards the road to be travelled all advantages are on our side. From Bokhara to 
Orenburg is a journey of two months, and Nijnee Novogrod a further journey of 28 days; 
whereas Bokhara to Kbooloom is 18 days; 18 more to Cabool (in summer only 12, over 

the 
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thatot the Indus six to eiirlu weeks A<rain Rushan loute beinjj three months, 

an inhospitable desert, in whicli water Ts .car™ ^aTri "7‘ ‘''•'ongl' 

found; firevvood scanty, and the onlv inlinlut-i \ piovisions and forage not to be 

the contrary, except I’, aborfive ,nT £ '“’'"'7 I „ter. on 

throuirh countries thickly inhabited well water H 7^" '** •‘liogtlier. 

^.•^,.1 0. resits'- 

.. o S“; ‘.LT't 

addition towl.ul. the\le!;rt VdJrien 

exact a heavy contribution as the once of the 1 . 7 '’"I,",'’'''' “ V‘ ' 

Bokhata, pay the usual tij percent . of fer / 7', also, on leaving 

but if they are the propl H „ 7 

G»J., , I, irri:!,',;' £"■ K;;; I- i. .■x^u.d.’ 

a load at cossing the Ly of ihe Ov s . 7 s ir ” '’7'"'"' “ 

loom. Here commenees i/r;,l!r ..^^i’:'"*.' 7® . the gaf.s of Kho„- 


Ihtfli D(^s^ Midi 


inmed 


Khan and M., homed Murad Beg have been ol th, ,r owu pow.V-' „ud ‘u,' “‘..r 

gressmg towards It have I.eeii frequently obi, ,ed to he couteiit with lai.ial sullinlss'i '1 
or tu toueedc tomleiior .liiefhnus lights, which pioperly should ccntie in the ..ov.nimo’ 
lead. 1 hus the two sons of K, llich Ah Beg, f, ly a chicll.iin of cons, derail" powTiu 

k fil7th‘s^’ Beg, each toexa.t a siimll tu.x per load ou every 

olifeivr passes through their i owns ol Kiiooloom and lleibak, and theGO. towns, he I 
oWived, cannot be avoided. The les.sei rulers also of Svghaii, Kaunird, Bujoah ike 
have the same privilege, though m a lesser decree. Again, on Die Caliool side {hi. pnvi- 
lege 8 possessed and exercised by the several lluzan.li tribes .Iweliiiig the vallies between 
Gu duii-i-Dewau and HajeeGlu.k; .so Iba. the niercbaut ,s almost at every staoc sub- 
jecUid (o 11 frc8li taxati..n nut veiy senons iii iN mnount, l)ui olt.Mi nMiduied extivniLdy 
ve.xutiuus in Us mode ot collectiorj. ^ 

7. It) exemplify this a load ut keriana (the comniDn term, includin'*' diu'>s d\(‘sfnir 
j^ioeenes and spicc.) ui coming from Kabul to Klioolot.m, will pay— ” ^ ^ 

In Kabul at loading | 

At gate uf ditto - - - - - 

Chouky 

JSufuicl Khak - - - - - 

Oonmi SiichustTiui - - - - 

To iMeer Kasim (Huaara) - - - 

Dusht-i-Yurd - - - - - 

J.iokoal ------ 

Kaioo, a piece of cloth from whole caravan. 

Uunnieca I 


1 


\ A7 /J. I have redni'cd 
I all the charges to 
j Cuhool currency. 


12 

All thesi* 

le.sser ex- 

12 

acii-ms .ire 

tin 

: same, 

1-2 

wh.itevtr [jG 

: th< 

■ gwods 


sent. 




a 


Total at Cabool side 


Its. 

5 


fjrs, ptce. 

a 1 


Agrabud ------ 

Sofvhta Chenar - - - - - 

Syghuii ------- 

Kamnvd, a piece of cloth, as at Kaioo * 
Bnjoal) ------ 

Sat bagh ------ 

Hctbuk 

Khooloi»m ------ 

Ditto Meer’s tax- . - - - 


- - 0 

- 2 1 


10 


Total at Koondoz side 
Total taxes in a load of Keriaua - 


- Rs, 


14 - B 


10 a 0 


8. Now, the total value of a load of keriana, weie it all to consist uf sugar and spices, 
would nof, at the Cabool prices, exceed 400 rupees, so that the above tax would amount to 
about 5 per cent, in the proportion of Ij to Cabool and lo Koondooz. But were the 
load to consist of common dye stuffs, such as the I'.puruk and Buzgunje sent fit>m hence, 
Ihe same tax would be levied, while its amount would equal the value of the entire load, 
to that by a mistake, not uncommon in the early stages of political economy, they lay a 
sight tax uf 6 per cent, on valuable articles of foreign growth, and under the same deno- 
mination, an oppressive tax of 100 per cent, on bulky articles of home prt'duce. Of this, 
however, we at least have no reason lo complain, as the mistake is altogether in our favour; 
but the abolition or consolidation of the smaller and more vexatious taxes above enume- 
1— Sess. 2. z 4 rated 
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rated would be felt as % sensible relief by the merchant, and might fairly be made the 
subject of commercial negotiation. , 

9. One of the above taxes is so absurdly ridiculous that it merits explanation. Three 
and a half rupees are exacted at Sarbagh, not for Sarbagh itself, but for the customs of 
Ghoree and Kinjan. Now, those places are not on the Bunnieeun road, but on the road to 
the pabs of Hindoo Kush, over which the kafila may have no intention of going, or over 
which at the time it may not be possible for it to go, as it is closed by snow for eight 
months in the year. All this is of no consequence; ihe tax must be paid, as here the mo 
roads separate; and having paid it, the kafihi is then at liberty to go which it likes or 
whicli It can. If it takes the road over Hindoo Kush, the total expenses are somewhat 
less, amounting per load of keuana to about 15 rupees. The remaining system of duties 
in Khooioom, whether the goods come from Cabof.l or Bokhara, is as follovvs, viz. 


Tillas. 
■ 4 

• H 

• H 
3 

n 

3 


Silk and silk goods, per load ------ 

Europe cloths (chintz, muslin. See,) per <litio ---- 

Hindoostaiie^* cloths, fine (gauze, kincob, &c.) diiio 
Ditto coar>o (Mooltan anej cotton chinizes &c.) - - - 

Kuiiana (spices, groceiies, dye stuffs, drugs) - - - 

Except indigo and chers (cannabis saieni) whicli pay 
Cotton, tobacco, sulphur of native produce, if expo/ted, pay, per 
load - - - - - . - - - - ‘ ^ 

' In addition to which Meer Walee takes /?. i, and Bala 
Beg, R. i. 

Pe8tachu)S,jujubor, and other fruit, per load - - . i2<. 3j 

In addition rupees on the load, and 5 rupees in Cabool, 
being a total of 10 ruj)ecs per load, which (see Appt VI.) 
rather exceeds the piime cost of the goods. 


I. Of the diffusion 
intelligence. 


the kind of 
ids it may be 
St profitable to 

d. 


The remainder of the load fropi Cabool to the Indus is in better hands than mine, so 
that I shall say nothing further respecting it, than ju^t by wav of giving a general idea of 
the e?»penses, to add, that a f t w days since I saw a letter from a factor in Cabool to his 
employer here, advising liim that he had dispatched on his account two loads of silk from 
Cahool to Multan, and that the entire expense of the hire and transit duties (not of course 
including the t.ixes in these two cities) had amounted to 20 rupees Kaliuli per load. 

10. The diffusion of intelligciux* is the next and no less important requisite. This, as far 
as regard'^ Kabul and Kandahar, may be considered most effectually jiruvided lor 111 the 
presence ol Captain Burnes and Lieutenant Leech; nor have I, though luinished wdtii 
no authority, hesitated whenever an opportunity has (iceurred in this country to explain to 
all individuals, mercauiilo as well as political, who might appear concerned, the views of our 
Government resfiectino: the esiablishmcnt of a bazaar on the banks of the Indus, and to 
point out the vast benefits which would result from such a step 10 the dominions of Meer 
Mahom(d Muiad Beg, not only as affording them a ready outlet for their pioductions, and 
a mnrt at which they may supply themselves with the manufactures of Europe and India on 
favourable terms, but further, ;is lending to turn into this road the entire or a i^reat portion 
of ilie trade which, to the yeaily value of 30 lakhs of rupees, is now cairied on betvveim 
Bokhara and Russia ; so that without trouble or expense on their part, their ruler would in 
the common transit duties gain a magnificent addition to liis money revenue, while the 
people would have supplies (;f all kinds of merchandise in the gieatest abundance; and their 
country, resorted to by such crowds of nieiciiants, could not fail to become rich, tr.mquil, 
and happy. I may add iliai Murad Beg has expressed his unqualified approbatipn of the 
sclieine, and his anxiety for iis success ; and has commissioned his confidential secretary, 
Meerza Budtea, to assure me, that if the value of one pul (the lowe^ii copper C(]in) be lost 
froui Miizar to Bumeeaii, he is ready to replace it. I have no douhi a similar avowal might 
be got fiorn him in an official fuim by any person authorised to ask- it; but, wanting that 
authority, 1 have never spoken to him directly on the subject, though I have laken care that 
he should be indirectly m<ide acquainted with it. There still, Jiowever, remain Bokhara, 
Urgunje, Herat, aiul Meshid, to w hich it is of the utmost importance tliat information of this 
r.ew estuhlishment should be sent, and iliere is evidently no mode of doing this equally to 
the deputation of an authorised British agent. 

11. These may in general be inferred frpm an inspection of the Appendix, in which the 
prices and quantities consumed are both entered. I shall therefore only specify a few of the 
most important Bioad cloths i ommand a ready sale and good price. Those that reach this 
market aie all of a very inferior de.scription (see specimen); but I arn assured by Airua, the 
principal Hindoo merchant in this country, and farmer of all the customs and transit duties, 
that a better description would fetch a proportionably higher price, and in Bokhar^ particu- 
larly meet with an extensive demand. He says he himself purchased several pieces of fine 
cloih brought here by poor Moorcroft, and immediately sold them to considerable advan- 
tai’c. The best colours are scarlet, sky and garter blue, and bottle green. Dark blue they 
do not distinguish from black, and dislike. A drab is worn by the graver sort of persons, 
ami a bright yellow is much used by those who have a taste for something gaudy. This 
colour is also chosen for saddle cloths. The sale of broad cloth in this single bazaar 
amounts, it will be observed, to from 6,000 to 10,000 rupees a year; a better article, sold at 
moderate profits, would, I am inclined to think, quickly doable the sale. 


12. Chintzes 
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12. Chintzes and other piece goods alrcadj' come in quantities from India. Of course 
With water carnage at our coiuiuand, tlieiecan be no diftioiiliy m supplying such soods at a 
niucli chca()cr rate than wlien, as ,at pie«-cnt, they have rtaclied this niurket, either from 
Bombay Palee, or from Calcutta via Umritscr. Under such circumstances, a large 
increase in the sale of our cottons may he looked for. The stronger fabrics, nankeens, 
fustians, it vvill'be observed, come chiefly from Russia. This demand must now be sup])lied 
at the Indus fair, and the piice shows that, even allowing the ])er cent, profit, which, 
according to M. de Meyendorff, the Bokhara merchant rccjulrcs, the speculation will still be 
advaniag'cous. Fustians, with watered and damasked paitorns, similar to what aie seen on 
furniture, moreens in England, are at present in request here, and ^mh should foim part 
of an investment ; striped patti rns (see specimens), are also in good request. The total 
value of Russian cotton i:cods at piesent sold m the single bazaar of Knndooz amounts to 
about 15,000 rupees per annum, and at. least double tlait amount should he cstimaitd for 
the bazaars of Khooloom Talikan and lluzrut Imaum, also within JMurud Bog\ dominions. 
Wc may thus j)Ut dow n lialf a lack of rupees for the yearly value of the Russian cottons 
consumed in this small State, and not Ics.s than four times that amount, or two lacks i,{' 
rupe es, for tlie piece goods of Enuland, Hindoostan, and the Jhinjah, which piincipully 
read) this by the way of Multan, Dcia Ghazi or Dera Ismael Khan, and Cahool. 

1J3. The silks of Bokhara, of which 1 send numerous specimens, next merit attention. It 
miiilu seem hazardous to attempt a compontion in* silk manufaciute with a silk-growing and 
silk-niaiiufattuiing country ; hut the well-know'ii instance of our cotton fabiics underselling 
those of India in the Ituhati market, .^hovvs tlic proje ct to be not only feasible, hut piofii- 
ahlc. The silks of Bolikaia sell to the annual amount of not loss than (.')) five lacks of 
rupees in this counfiy, and ilurefote are well woithy of consuh lation : tliey all contain a 
nurture of cotton, and so should any we send to iival them ; for substance is pailiculaily 
looked lor, and flimsy aiticlcs would not sell. Wcoan at least have no diflicnity in Ix atmg 
out of the field ilieir handkeichiels, an article of very gieat consumption, chiefly amon^st 
women, and without exiejaion the most wretched fabrics 1 have ever seen. I heir inaiiufac- 
tuting silk IS so vt'iy low, that they caimot even weave a handkeiclnct entire ol more th.in 
an alehecn ’’ wide. In such case it is vvoveu in breadtlus, which are alterwards siitcheil 
together. 

14. In the aiticle hardware, cast-iron pots are in a great demand, theie being no house 
without one or more ; and as they ate fragile articles, the demand is con-tant. 1 can see no 
reason why the whole of this trade should not at once fall into our hands, jis the luiglit '4 
a toil of 11*011 goods fium England to the mouth of the Indus is consiilerably less than the 
hiie of a camel to biing a quaitcr of a ton fiom Oienhourg to Bokhara. On the sauu* grounds, 

1 ai-iron, sfcel, cojijitr, and tin, must lie all purchased fiom us a.'^ soon us our mart is opened. 
Ba'/ois, penknives, and scis.'^ors, in mederatc quanlitics, would lonn a tuleiably good invest- 
ment; but the high piiccs (in proportion to their quality), at which they liavi; been hitherto 
sold, has prevented file habit of using them from heuig established. It would he ueei'shiny, 
thtrefoic, to avoid glutting the iriaiket at first; a mudeiate su])ply eiigemieis a hal)it wlneh 
in its lull) pioduces iiiereabcd demand ;vvlicieas an overstock lii'sluavy on the handf ul the 
native nicrvhuiit, and (icters liim In ni similar siieculutioiis iirliiliiie. Tlic livst iicnkiiives to 
send would be those with many blades; small scissors arc jirclcired; common lazois, il 

neatly done up in moiocco cases, would take. , , , r i 

la. CoiniiKiii L’lass and china-wari', under tlie same rcsirictious, would be lound to 
answer. The cliiiia-ware should be ratlier bowls tliaa cups, the ulass sicen and wliite 
bottles, with small cominoii miriois. In Bokhara, cast and cut ylass is, 1 am told, ln;;lily 

cstiamed, and would fetch a ouod piicc. , , tt o i . i .1 

'I'ca IS all article ill the greatest lequost ainoii;;st the whole Uzbek iiulioii, and the con- 
sumption of wliidi IS only'limiu d by their means of procuiine ,1. Ibe whole supply is at 
niesent hiou-'l.t hy Kiitilas from Kashgar and Yar Kimd, a joniney ol ‘iod.iys, lo liukKara 
mid I he oie.ae,' part of it is of a description inferior to any 1 have ever seen m Imlia. ^mimII 
onaiititics of Uaiicu tea, which is of very fine (luvoiir, are brought, bwi the i.nee 1, so extia- 
va.oiiit as to put it beyond the leaeli of any but the Me.T, and a lew piimipa imrcliaiits. 
Zeuacha, a ulkiaoly good green ica, sells in Bokim.a for (7) seven ill as il.c do.ieera see,, 
a puicel weighing 400 toll. 'J'hi, is equivalent to nearly two rupies the pound, and belter 
tea can be got 111 Bombay, even by retail, at a lower rate. W e .oc, t ier, ore, aiily invited 
to competition here; and as the taste lor tea is not con ine.l to l ie I zbek, Ul won .1 
doubtless extend lo the Afghans, were the aiticIe pl.ieed witliiii their leaeh, I seem to 
delect in .tins eslablisliiiient of a fair on the banks of the li.du, >he cunimciicemciil ol a 

considciahle increase 10 our already enormous tea tiade. , 

lb. Sugar, paper, indigo, and various oihcr aiiiclcs, vvliich it is mmccessaiy o p.n 

more fully, w ill kg^cst themselves 0.1 looking over the Appendix. One g. .1. lal lemaik 


mav be added before leaving ihis part ot the subject. Bokliaia is mueh luithei ‘ 

ill Inxiirv than the compaiativcly rude Uzbek btaies, amougsl wliieli I am living ; and In 

mer^anV fiom loim access ti the Russian fa.rs, have become lully acquamte.r wit 1 

^ 1 I thn t'lfilf* for which' tlicv huve, lo u ceiliiill extent, 

Uuicpianuniclesof thebesl quality, the taste loi wliitli ’'"‘'y 7 / 

mliJiuc.d amongst their countrymen. I.i pieparing an ‘‘"'7^7 J 

,1ns should always be held in view ; ai^ while Urn general supply loi 7' 7 j :' " 

ol the coarse and substantial nature 1 have indicated, a stock ol what ,s more larc and 

costly will be I cquired lor the capitah slaves, furs, and Of the returns 
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Oxus and its tributaries^ during the swell, caused by the melting of the snow in summer, 
and is washed from the deposited sand at^ lime when tlie river shrinks in winter. It is 
found in dust, in grains, and in leaves depositt^d on and around pebbles in the course of 
the stream. The* quantity annually procured is, by the lowest estimate, 12,000 nusculs, 
or nearly 146 lbs. troy. This estimate I got from Atma, the Hindoo merchant and tax 
farmer before mentioned, who is himself etigaged in the collection: other estimate'^ pro- 
cured fi'om inhabitants of the difierent places at which gold is washed, as welt as from 
Hindoo goldsmiths who come here for the purpose of purchasing it, would considerably 
raise the amount. The following, whidi I got from one of ll»efie latter individuab, though, 
doubtless, an exaggeration, and incorrect as regards the tax, is yet valuable, as showing 
the places at which it is collected, and giving some idea of their relative productiveness. 


NAME OP STATION. 

• 

• \ 

YEARLY AMOUNT 

OF GOLD 

IN NUSCALS. 

YEARLY TAX 

TAKEN 

IN NUSCALS. 

1. Rooslakh - 

. 


0,000 

250 

2. Gil ail and Kokchu 

- 

• 

11,000 

450 

3. Yung Kula 

- 


7,000 

150 

4. Syua- 

- 

- 

1,000 

300 

6. lluzrut Imam 

• 

• ' 

20,000 

160 

6. Kolab 

- 

- 

8,000 

800 

7- Kurgban, Upper- 

■W 

- 

ooo 

^ 60 

8. Buduk Shan 

- 

- 

900 

200 

9. Bughlan - 

- 


300 

50 

Total 

- - 

- 

66,100 

1,910 


About 600 families are said to be employed in this kind of labour, and none can embark in 
it without receiving permission from the Meer, to whom also they are obliged not only to 
pay a lax, but further to sell whatever quantity of the- gold he may require at the 
reduced rate of iiipees per nuscal. But small quantities of gold, 10-30 nuscals, are 
secretly washed by the inhabitants at numerous small villages, principally up in Buduk Shan, 
as well as in the Kafir country, and this gold is generally purchased by the Hindoo 
goldsmiths I have mentioned, for a small quantity of pepper, coarse cloth, turmeric, 
glass beads, or a lew needles, with which they provide themselves for the purpose. 
Several of these men make large fortunes by taking to Uraritser the gold which they 
thus collect here in a few years. 

The market price of gold here is uncommonly low, being not more than nine or ten 
times its weight of silver, one nuscal of gold selling on an average for four rui>ees, each 
weighing 2J nusculs; in Bokhara it fetches 14 times its weight of silver, and in Bombay, 
if I mistake not, one tola of gold not unfrequently sells for 18 rupees, i. c. IB coined 
tolas of sterling silver. 

18. Buduk Shan, which now forms part of Murad Beg’s dominions, has been known 
since the days of Marco Polo, as the country producing the real bulap ruby, as well as 
the lajiverd or lapis lazuli, from which is ii.ade the beautiful blue pigment culled ultra- 
marine. The mines of both still exist, though no longer worked, for want of capital 
and skill. These are wants wc could readily supply ; and if the American companies 
have not spoiled the taste for mining speculations, few more advantageous fields could 
be found than the countries of Dost Mahomed Khan and Mahomed Murad Beg. 
Regaiding a few of the mines of the former, I have already spoken in a previous paper, 
some of the latter including those of rubies and lapis lazuli., Lieiiteuani Wood is at 
present engaged in exploring, and I shall not anticipate his report. I may, however, 
mention, that at Baljewur, one day’s journey noith of th6 Oxus, is a lead mine, so rich, 
that the people who work at it for two months in the year are said t;) be able to live 
on the produce ilie remaining ten months, and that in the immediate vicinity of this is 
a large hill, called ihe Koh-i-ineeriali, from which is extracted n coal of a good quality, 
much resembling the Bo\ey coal of Er gland, and used as firing by the inhabitants of 
the neigh boyrhood. A specimen of the coal, with a few details respecting the formation 
in which it occurs, I have already transmitted to Captain Burnes. 

19. Leaving, however, these matters that are doubtful or distant, silk is a commodity 
at present produced in abundance, and which could be cultivated, if d«-sirable, to an 
almost indefinite extent.. The vale of the Oxus seems peculiarly adapted to its 
produce, and the best specimens in this market uniformly come ftvHa Koubadian and 
Huzrat Imam, on its north and south banks. The silk of Bokhara is -spoken of as 
being still better. I’be price here is extremely low at present, eight ruf>ees for 100 
tolas, which is not quite two rupees per pound avoirdupois, and the export tax being 
moderate, we mi^it advantageously •become purcliasers to a large amount on the banks 
of the Indus. In fact, as I have already shown, it even now finds its way there, being 
more particularly used in the rich fabrics of Multan. It is said that from 50 to 100 
loads leave this country annually; but regarding this, I have no certain information. 


This 
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This country contaitLS 20 laklia of sheep. The number is easily ascertained, for they pay 
a yearly tax of one in 60, Meer Mahomed Beg, brother of the chief, gave me the num- 
bers thus produced, and ihey were : — 

To Meer Mahomed Murad Beg - - - - 22,000 

To Meer Atalik Beg (his eldest son) - - - 0,000 

To Meer Mahomed Beg (his brother) ... 5,000 


Total - - - 36,000 

which, at two per cent., gives 17 J lacks. Meer Murad Bog is himstdl owner of nearly a 
lack ; and about a lack and a half more belongs to his biother, son, anti other privileged 
persons, from wliom no lax is levied. These sheep a»e all of the broad-tailed species called 
dooml)u, and in general make very fine mutton ; they sell here at from one to three rupees 
each, veiy seldom indeed so mucli as the latter.* Exported to Cabool, they produro a profit 
of about two rupees a-head over and above all expenses, and the shepherds here willingly 
go to Cabool, as, in consequence of water and pasturage being ahugdant the whole vvay, 
their sheep always anive in good condition ; but they dread the load to Bokhara, in conse- 
quence of the "lerile sandy tract between the liver and the city. The wool is seldom slioin, 
or rather plucked, as they prefer selling the sheep with the wool on it, in whicli case the 
skin is used to make poste(n. However, wool, if required, may be got, and I send speci- 
mens, not only of this, but of ihe Thibet shawl goat got in tins country, and also of the 
common goats’ and camels’ hair, which aie all to be had in quantities. Furs are to be 
had lieie, and are generally sent to Bokhara, whence they probably i^o on to Russia; some 
of them are very beautiful, such as the dulah khufuk, a small animal, f believe, of the 
weasel kind (hut I have not yet got a specimen), and the otter. I paid for a cloak, lined with 
the former, 130 rupeeti licie, and have seen woise fetch double that price in C abool ; a 
single otter skin sells even here for nine rupees. 

24). The hoises of this country have long been famous, and they well deserve tlieir 
cliaracter. The iinportaiioii of them into India has for some time ceased, in consequence 
of the establishment of the company’s studs; yet I cannot help thinking that u mixture ot 
Foorkmau blood would vvonderlully improve the remount (T our cavalry corps at Bombay. 

The horse of this country has size, strength, spirit, temper, and an almost inen dihle power 
of endurance ; thes^ arc qualities of first-rate importance. Tin* best arc to be bad beyond 
Balk, and principally at Sereepool, the breed of which is famous. Their prices are sutH- 
ciently moderate ; 100 rupees will get a strong serviceable animal, 14>2 to 16 hmids high, 
with girth ill proportion, and double that sum will get quite a showy charger. ’Ibero is a 
tax of a lillab on eacli horse expoited, and something further is taken at Cabool ; still, 
alldwing all fXceiises, it appears to me they could be landed at Bombay lor a price lower 
than is now paid for inferior animals. It is probable, however, tb.it Goveniinent are .ilrcady 
in possession of the lamented Mr. Moorcroft’s opinions on this subject, which are far supe- 
rior to iinvthins; 1 have to offer, lie had hinisell, I am told, purchased GO beautiful horses 
in the country T.elow Balk, which at his death were seized with the rest of his pioperly. 

21 As fdf eraiti, its production in this country is limited, by its beiiid all but unsaleable : 
any man who chooses may have ground to cultivate, on the coiidiiion of paying an eighth 
of the produce to the Meer; a tupee buys a large bag of wlicat, weigbma luore than 
two ewt. Emdl^h, and in many places two bags can be had lor the inoiu y. Barley is still 
cheaper; nee, two rupees a bag; flour, one-and-half ewt., u rupee. There is probably 
no ciluntry in which life can be supported cheaper and better. Die money is scarce ; there 
is no absolute poverty. I have now been here nearly three months, and 1 have never seen 

a man in rags i the beggars ride. , . . . i i r j 

I had almost forgot to mention cotton and tobacco, which both grow here of good 

QualiiY, and are generally sent to Cabool. , . .ii c . •* i-... 

^ Fruiis are in abundance, but none of them are e.xpoited that I know of except pistachio , 
and Ute unab or jujubee isparuk and bazgemje {see Appendix, No.V.), belli used in drying, 
are also exported. The former is a genesta, the latter either the blossom ol the pistachio, 
as all my informants say, or a gull formed on the tree, as M. de Meyeodorff describes it 

22 There can be no difticuliy in fixing this tor the cold weather ; during the hot, the Of the proper 
mouths of the Indus art closed by ihe swell; business cannot be done will, the thermometer for the fair, 
as we experienced ii, ai 110“ in the shade, nor can merchants leturn coovenieotly either by 

land or by water during the monsoon. The cold weather . ben being asrtmed, the k-filas 
from this side must have all reached Cabool before the mu die of Decernber, for the road o 
Bamean, though open to cossids and foot passengers a I the year .■oun<l,^.s virtually closed 
to kafilas from the end of December to the end of March. The merchants from this 
Quarter therefore, will reach the banks of the Indus early in January, and the same time is 
most favourable for boats coming up fiom Bombay, as at that period the livens low, the 
winds ^derate and the N. W. monsoon, whi.h towards the end of January and beginning 
r btb“" «‘uch violence off the southern coast of Smile, has no. y^t com- 
menced Die period occupied by the Russian lair is generally from 40 two umnths : 

rurS our faw to occupy the same tune, and tl.at 10 days or a for ...ght further are 
suppose oul j settling cusioius, hiring carnage, btc., the lurkisUm mer- 

St will be on his retuh. about the middle of Marcli, reach Cabool the end of that month 
a d find the rtad back just opening lor his passage. Ihe merchants o Hmdoostan and 
the Sab will Live at tl.^.r Vespeci.ve homes before the setting rn of the rams and the 
boats Lll float down with the first rise of the river, and reach Bombay with the finest 

1— Sess. 2. ^ ^ ^ 
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weather during all April. After having arrived at this conclusion, I received from Captain 
Burnes a copy of a report which he has made regarding the establishment of this fair, and 
have the great saiisfaction to find that, proceeding from totally different data, he has fixed 
exactly the same time for the assembling of the merchants as I have been led to do, from 
tlie consideration of natural phenomena* 

(sigiied) P. B, Lord, m. b. 

Koondooz, 23 February 1838. Of Captain Burnes’ Mission detached 

to Koondooz. 


(True copy.) 

(signed) Alex. Burnes, 

On a Mission to Cabool. 


Appendix. 

Showing Annual Sales in the Bazaar of Koondooz. 


No. I.^Russiak Goods brought from Bokhara. 


NAME AND DESCRIPTION. 


now SOLD. 


PRICE 

AT BOKHARA. 


PRICE 

AT KOONDOOZ. 


YEARLY 

CONSl^MPTION. 


remarks. 


Broad Cloth, viz. 
Gul-i-anar, scarlet 
Surkh, madder - 
Pilla, yellow - 
Itidi, bky blue - 
Zerbuft Juta (false brociide) 
buf, or white cotton cloth - 

Cliint Murka, in coarse 
chintz of various colours, 
and prints. 

Mukrnul, CO roosi (cotton 
velvet). 

Nonke (nankeen or fustian) 
„ sawe, green - 
„ chitta, white - 
„ zerd, yellow - 
„ hudusmani, purple - 
„ asmani, blue - 
„ alacha, striped 
Chint guli anur (red flower- 
ed chintz). 

Serje*(a coarse kind of nan- 
ko, flowered or watered). 
Roomal boroosce (cotton 
handkerchiefs). 

Nafonnair (shot silk) 

Guli anar (chintz) mukh- 
mali. 

Makmuli feringi (velvet) - 
Noedles, of sizes 


Steel, in thin bars 

Iron rods - - • - 

Ditto, in thin pieces, for 
shoeing wheels or making 
guns. 

Cast-iron pots, of sizes, viz. j 
Large - - - 

iSmidl - • - •[ 

Razors - - - - 

Scissors . - - - 

Penknives . - - 


per piece of 24 alcheens 


per piece pf 32 alcheens 
per kori of 20 pieces, 
each piece 8 guz. 
per piece - 


per piece of 48 alcheens 


per piece of 48 alcheens 
per ditto - 
per ditto - 
per ditto - 
per ditto - 
per ditto - 
per piece of 40 alcheens 

per piece of 42 alcheens 


per alcheen 

per ditto - - - 

per ditto - - - 

per bundle of 16 pa- 

pers ; quantity, 260 
each. 

per mun - - - 

per ditto - - 

per ditto - • - 


per load, containing 
10 to 60 pots, and 
weighing two man, 
Bokhara. 

per 100 - - - 

per ditto - - - 


Tillas. 

10 

8 

10 

11 

3 

n 


n 

It 

H 

II 

11 

4 


13 for 1 

n 

-1 

1 to 1 } 

16 tanga 


9| to8 

61 

61 


[ " 

3 to 4 

2 to 2} * 
about 1 rupee 
each. 


Tillas. 

12 to 14 
9 to 10 
12 to 13 
12 to 13 

4 

18 to 20 
2 


6 to 6} 

1 J to 7 rupees 
1 1 to 7 rupees 
to 7 rupees 
IJ to 7 rupees 
IJ to 7 rupees 
2 to 10 rupees 
6 

2i to 3 
0 for 1 


9i to 10 
6 

3to6 


10 

14 

3 to 6 

3 


CO to 100 piecesj 
10 to 20 do. 
18 to 25 do. 
30 to 40. do. 
60 • - do. 

300 to 400 do. 

400 ito 500, or 
more. 


60 


do. 


i200 

- do.^ 

100 • 

- do. 

100 - 

- do. 

260 - 

- do. 


The measures, in Eng- 
lish feet and inches, 
will be found at- 
tached to the speci- 
mens. 

For women’s clothing. 

Worn by all the pea- 
sants. 

Breadth, 1 ft. 4 in. 


Much worn; the striped 
is preferred : spe- 

cimens. 


Light patterns sell best : 
4ee specimen. 


f Only brought in small ‘quantities for 
Meer ; no specimens to be had. 


100 bundles - 


4 muns - 

8 to 10 
10 to 16 


I j20 to 25 loads 

perhaps 100 at 
mbst. 

200 to 260 
20 to 60 


A few English needles 
latterly come here; 
but they are too fine, 
and do not sell. 

For knives, steel for 
flints, &o. 

For horseshoes, nails, 

&o. 


Much used. 
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No. I. Russian Goods brought from Bokhara-^continucd* 


'j NAME AND DESCRIPTION. 

HOW SOLD. 

PRICE 

AT DOKUARA. 

rniCF. 

AT KOONDOOZ. 

YEARLY 

CON SUM mo If. 

remarks. 

•Copper - - • - 

per mun of bhokum - 

Tillas. 

24 

Tillas. 

28 to 30 

7 

If pice aro coined, or a 

\ 

- - - • 

per pond, of SOO toli - 

6 

7 to 7J 

7 to 10 ponds 

gun cast, 16 to 40 
• muns aro required. 
Tinning pots, &o. 

^ulabutto (tinsel thread) - 

per pond - - . 

7 

retailed in mis* 

■ 1 pond 

Embroidery. 

Padlocks, of sizes 

per 100 - - - 


kais, from 
10 to 12. 

3 for 1 rupee - 

600 

•Gun locks - . . 

per score - - - 

5 

7 

200 to 260 

Not used by Uzbeks; 

Quicksilver . - - 

per furkun (bladder); 

2J or 3 furka 

1 J or 2 furkos, 

200 to 260 fur. 

all bought by pooplo 
from Hindoo Koosh, 
Uswl in refining gold. 

Bujaki (ducats) ; gold coin 

quanliiy, 21 tola. 

for 1 rupee. 

for 1 rupee. 

34 rillas 

kus. 

Sum (roubles); silver coin - 

- - - - 

. - . 

4 to 10 ton go 

|Uenorniiy sent in to Uabool. 

Zungul (verdogris) - 

per pond - - - 

4 to 5 

6 to OJ 

1 to 2 ponds 


Nila rota (blue stone) 

ditto - - - 

^ to 4 

4^ to 6 

6 to 0 ponds 

Used for scale rot in 

Josha (vermilion) 

ditto - - - 

17 

22J 

trifling. 

sheep, 4cc. 

Kurniz (cochineal) • 

ditto - - - 

run 40 

00 

1 ])ond 

Various prices extreme- 

Shirmahi (tooth of fish) 

• 

ditto - - - 

1 

10 

12 to 13 

3 to 4 ponds 

ly, oven up to H to 
100 tillas per pond. 
Handles of knives and 

Bulgar (Russian leather) - 

per skin - - - 

li rupees 

2J rupees 

30 to 40 skins. 

swords. 

Kernia (kid skin) 

ditto .... 

1 rupee 

IJ rupees 

100 skins 


Paper, viz.; White - -1 

„ Blue glazed -J- 

1 tope, 40 dusta ; and 

1 dus(a=12 sheets. 

r 2 tojie for 1 

1 tope for 1 

L 3 tope for 1 

li rup«'C8 
li rupees 

60 topes 
very litllo, 


„ Coarse - -J 

li rupees 

80 to 100 topes 


Wooden boxes, of sizes 

each - . - 

1 to 5 

profit of 30 per 

60 

Brought here by tbo 

Daki firing! (very fine mus- 

per piece of 00 alcheens 

7 to 8 

cent. 

11 

6 or G pieces - 

Kali las Fall, and 
when et ported, sold 
at a profit. 

Brought only for Moor. 

lin). 

Chini muskani (Russian 

per set of six cups, 

li to Ij 

2 to 2J 

2 or 3 sots. 

china ware, with gold 
edges and rings). 

B. India rnisri (sugar in 

cream jug, teapot, 
bowl. 

per bo.Y, weighing one 

4 

6 to 0 

4 bo.ics 

Used only in medicine. 

boxes). 

Kund (loaf sugar) 

pond. 

per pond - - - 

4 

6 to 6 

10 to 16 ponds 

or by rich men here, 
but immenso con- 

Mim cliilia (white wax) 

ditto - - - 

1 

11 

Bumptioii utBokbaiu. 

Gulia (coral) - 

per kimoka, of 22 lota 

price according to size; profit, 

20 to 30 kimoku 

Mora (glass beads of sizes) 

per three bundle.s 

60 per cent. 

1 

0 



Saz feringe (musical boxes) 

- - From 20 to GO tillus, according to size and finish. 




No. II. — Chinese Goods brought from Bokhara. 


NAME AND DE?CRIPTlON. 


Tea; viz. 

Rhsmi (common tea) 


Chirchuk (coarse) 

A. Konch (better kind) 
Zerucha (fine green) - 
Banca (second sort) - 
Banca (first sort) 

Kuzzil Kayhiz - 
Huzm-i-ihan 
Ki^umpt silt, stuff 

Tawnr ditto, with flowers 
^mloorn, silk stuff - 
Ungsee « ditto 
^hina cups 
>^hina dishes - 
Gumbos - - • 


■* 


HOW SOLD. 

PRICE 

AT BOKHARA. 

PRICE 

AT KOONDOOZ. 

YEARLY 

CONSUMPTION. 

ItBMARKS. 

1 bundle called do- 

TUliis. 

•n 

Tillas. 

4 

300 bundles. 


neeni seer, 400 tola 
of 4j nuscals each, 
per ditto - - - 

2i 

3 to 3J 

300 ditto. 


per ditto - - - 

3 to 3j 

4 to 4^ 

20 ditto. 


per ditto - - • 

7 

8J 

*8 or 0 ditto. 


per ditto --- 

10 

11 to 12 

for 2 ditto. 


in box of 100 toli 

6 

- 

- 

brought for Meer. 

in papers of 20 toli - 

H 

4 rupees 

100 papers. 


- ditto - of 20 toli - 

1 

rarely comes here. — 


per piece of 10 alchcen 

6 

! 7 to 8 

10 to 12 pieces 

] 

by 1 width, 
per diti.0 - - - 

per ditto - - - 

per piece of 8 alcheen 

6J 

7 

10 to 12 ditto 

> now out of fashion. 

6 to 6i 

n 

5 to 6 ditto 

J 

-i 

-I 

10 to 1*2 ditto 

used by women. 

12 to 18 for 1 

8 to 12 for 1 

2 or 3 loads. 


- - - - 

8 to 9 for 1 

6 for 1 

100 to 160. 


- - stamped silver ingots. 





1 — Soss. 2, 
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No. III. — Goods of Bokhara, 


NAME ANP DESCRIPTION. 

now SOLD. 

PRICE 

BRICE 

YEARLY 

REMARKS. 



AT BOKHARA. 

AT KOONDOOZ. 

CONSUMPTION. 


Istop (silk stuff); viz. 


Tillas. 

Tillas. 



Sulink - - . . 

per pair each piece 6 

1 

n 

100 mule loads 

Numerous specimen 


guz. and 2 pieces, 




are sent; there is 


making 1 dress. 




mixture of cotton i 

Sungin . . - 

per ditto - 

6 rupees 


60 ditto. 

all. 

Kurchi - - . - 

per ditto - - - 

3 ditto 

1 rupee 

80 ditto. 


Alcheen bur, double width 

per ditto - - - 

1 

7J rupees 

- 

A new invention, printei 





only on one side ; 1£ 

Putminy - - - - 

per pair - 

3j rupees 

4J rupees 

25 loads. 

pieces came ; all sold 

Soyah - - - - 

per pair - - 

3| rupees 

1 

100 pairs. 

' Used by women ; then 
arc other patterns, bul 
all black ground, witl 
large green, red, and 
yellow flowers, oi 
borders. 

Rooinal Bokhara, large silk 
handkerchiefs. 

Purjai, small 

Another sort 

Another sort 

per bukcha or bundle 
of 6 handkerchiefs, 
per ditto of 50 ditto - 
per ditto of 48 ditto - 
per ditto of 17 ditto - 

4 

n 

H 

n 

H 

4 

5 

100 bukcha 

100 ditto 

2.000 ditto 

1.000 ditto 


Bekumil (silk and cotton) 

per score each piece. 



100 loads. 



8 alckee. 




Ditto - kokani 

per pair - 

8 tunga 

3J rupees 

20 ditto. 


Bogri Bokhara - - - 

per score - - - 

2 

3 

9 ditto. 


Khara, dustani for turbans 

per ditto - - - 

H 


40' ditto. 


Alacha rispani, striped cot- 

per ditto, 1 piece = 4 

2 

H 

70 ditto . 

• 

Various specimens sent. 

ton. 

[ kolcha. 




Ditto (siah kahar) 

per ditto - - • 

31 

*i 

20 ditto. 


Chelka Bokhara, native 

per ditto, 1 piece = 8 

2 

3 

9 ditto. 


chintz. 

kolach. 





Khasa Bokhara, coarse 

per piece of 8 alcheens 

30 for 1 

21 for 1 

5 ditto - 

• 

For grave cloths. 

white cloth. 

each. 




Pari push a 

per pair - - - 

6 tunga 

2J rupees 

40 ditto. 



No, IV.~Good9 brought from Cahool 


NAME AND DESCRIPTION. 


now SOLD. 


PRICE 
AT CABOOL, 


PRICE 

AT KOONDOOZ. 


YEARLY 

CONSUMPTION. 


REMARKS. 


Tillas, 


Tillas. 


Nil indigo 


- per mun - 


Cloths : 

Chint Multan, Multan chintz, 
various patterns and co- 
lours. 

Cl^t giilanad foringi 


per score each piece, 
8 guz. 

per piece of 26 guz, - 


Khasa halgul, Howered cot- 
ton of Punjab. 

Bafta Peshawuri 

Nimsen, coarse cloth of 
Peshuwur. 

Dustar nishaperi, common 
white turbans. 

Jumdani Multan, flowered 
tartans. 

Somyee Multani 

Cliint jeynuggur, printed 
calico. 

Shutrnun turbans 

Chint feringi - - - 

Hyder sliai, coarse cloth of 
Muifnn* 

Chint nfmrany feringi, 
striped chintz. 

Chinf kubuli - - • 


per score each piece, 
10 guz. 

per score pieces = 8 guz. 
per score pieces = 8 guz. 

per score - - - 

each ... 

per score - - - 

per score piece8=8 guz. 

- ditto - ditto 
per piece = 26 guz. - 
per score piece8=8guz. 

per piooe = 25 guz. - 

per score piece = 6 guz. 


10 

H 

3J 

17J 

n 

H 

6 

rupee. 

3i 

9 

9 

14 

14 


3 


22 to 24 


6 

12 


400 mun. 


20 to 25 loads. 
1 load. 


Lieutenant Leech has 
already sent all the 
necessary specimens 
from the Cabool Ba- 
zaar ; I therefore send 
none. 


60 ditto. 


4 

CJ 


10 ditto. 
32 ditto. 


11 17 ditto. 


3t rupees 


10 ditto. 


5 

16 


9 ditto. 
3 ditto. 


17 

2 


24 


2 ditto, 
19 ditto. 
16 ditto. 


II 


9 ditto. 


5 


12 ditto. 


Kiriana ; viz., Drugs, Dye 
Stuffs and Spices, Gro- 
conos, &c. : 

Zind choba (turmeric) 
Zungibil (preserved ginger) 
Sant (dry ginger) 


per mun - 
per chanok 
per seer - 


Cahool 'Rupees. 


\KoondoozBupee&\ 


12 

6 


16 

6 


I 


2 loads. 

2 ditto. 

3 ditto. 


The relative value of^ 
Cabool and Koondooz 
rupees will be found 
in the money table. 
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No. IV. — Goods brought from Cabool — continued. 


NAME AND DESCRIPTION. 


PRUr. PRICE YF.AUEV 

AT CABOOL. AT KOONDOO/. COXSCMPTION. 


Kiriana 

KJiund (soft sugar) - 
Misri (coarse sugar from 
I Umritsir). 

Afrimo (opium) 

Jilucha (black pepper) 
JPilkuri (alum) - - . 

Sunk iah Arsenic, viz., white 
oxide, yellow sulphurct. • 
Shringruf (cinnabar) - 
Murdar Sinig (litharge of 
lead). 

Iluakapur (oiymuriato of 
. mercury). 

Kusturi (musk) 

Keysur (saffron) 

Jayaphul (nutmeg) - 
Chundurf (sandal wood) 
Illachi Niki (bitter carda- 
mums). 

Kuchla (nux vomica) 

Kuchur (cuncuma reclinata) 
Nunalgota(croton tighi seeds) 
Kumbela - • - 

Umrurpuii . - - 

Must gund - - - 


per seer - 
per inun - 

per khoord 
per iiiun - 
per nmn - 
10^ toli - 


per toli - 

per nukliad 
per toli - 
per toll - 
per toll - 
per toli - 

per /oli - 
per seer - 
per khond 
per toli - 
per pao - 
per chanuk 


Cabool Rupees. iKoondoozRupees 


0 for 1 
20 for I 


2 for 1 
4 for 1 

11 for 1 
50 for 1 
8 for I 

7 for 1 

■H 

1 

120 for I 

3 for 1 
2 for 1 


4 for I 
20 fur 1 


2 for 1 
2 for 1 
10 for I 
20 for 1 

6 for 1 

7 for 1 

H 

1 

100 for 1 
2 for 1 
2 for 1 


100 loads ■) Partly in iranitil to 
1 00 ditto j KJiooIoon and llokhara. 


loo loads Partly in trauiit. 

3 ditto. 

3 mun used in killing vermin, 

kc. 

1 ditto. 

2 aeerfl. 


30 luiskuls, 
10 toli. 
1,000 
4 seers. 

1 inun. 

4 ditto. 

1 load. 

2 ditto. 

1 \ mun. 

3 ditto. 

9 ditto. 


f 




^ 0 . V. — Native Manufactures 

NAME AND DESCRIPTION 


HOW SOLD. 

PRICE. 

Alaclui, striped cotton cloth of 

1 

curious patterns, viz. : 

Koondi)oz Rs, 

Khonabud, No. 1 



- 

p(;r pair - 

1 

No. 2 



- 

each j)icco • 

n 

No. 3 




8 aleheen - 

3 

No. 4 





24 

No. 6 




. 

3 

No. 6 




_ 

2 

No. 7 





H 

No. 8 





2 

No. 9 





H 

No. 10 





2 

No. 11 





0 

No. 12 





2 

No. 13 





24 

No. 14 





n 

No. 15 





n 

No. 16 






No. 17 





14 

No. 18 




” 

24 

No. 19 





n 

Kurhas, white cotton cloth 

• 


per dress of 6 
kolacb. 1 

-4 

Alreshur, raw silk, or 

gau 

zinc 


per 100 tola of 47 
muskals each. 

8 


ylahly 

Consumption. 


20 loads 
5 „ 


Thebut (hair of shawl goat) - 
Buzi (hair of common goat)- 
Gosfundi (wool) - - " 

Purhm-i-8huJ;ur (camel’s hair) 
Pistachios, per mun 
Buzgunje (gall nut of pistachio) 
Ispuruk, ageousta, djes yellow 
Cotton, in pods - - - 

Til (oil seed) (rusbisina saliva) 
Ulsi (linseed) - - - 

Kunjara (oil cake) 

Til (lump oil) - 

i t ' 

* 1 — Sess. 2. 


per seer 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

3 

per raun 
ditto 
per seer 
per mun 
per seer 
per mun 
per seer 


3-3 i 
2-3 for I 
24 for 1 
2 for 1 

2i-3 

34-1 
4 for 1 
1 

7 for 1 
21 for 1 
24 for 1 

4 


The estimate of thi' con* 
sumption is neceBsardy very 
rough. No tux is taken, and 
no account kept. Each pair 
of pif'ces making one rhoga, 
tlie })rico shows the expense 
I of a dress of native manu- 
facture. 


No estimate of t}ie ooosumption of these 
articles. 


{continued) 
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No. V.— N4WE 


NAME AND DESCRIPTION. 

\ 


Wheat . ’ - 

Jao - - - 

Rice - - - 

Flour - - - 

Moong 

Kimgri (oil plant) . 
Juwari 

Boghun-i-zind (glae) 
Firewood • 

Charcoal • 

Furs : 

Suglahi otter - f 
Ilderi 

Palraog (leopard) 
Dulah - ‘ 

Robah (fox) - 
Kura kolah 
Shighal phael • 
Kuruch - 

Kurghooz 
Mulool - 

Samancha 
Mura nurh 




■ 


^HO^^^SOLD* 





• * ■ 


PRICE. 

,‘tYKARtY 

COBW/MPTION. 





18 seOrs 

. 

j 


1 


21 

- 



1 

. A 

1 mun 

- 



H 


^ i « 

- 



1 


1 4 II 

- 


- ■ 

1 

t ■ 





1 

f 

2 „ 

• 



i 


1 i seers 

- 



1 


Alosds 




1 



1 jowal or bag - 


.per skin 
“ » 

• ‘M 


email animals - 


XodtidoozBt, 


t ))toe 



Fruit, 7i*. : 

Peaches, apricots, mulberries, almonds, widnuts, grapes, apples, j^ta- 
chios, peail,"’ melons, water melons, vegetables, tuj’nipv cahbago, 
carrots, parsnips, i^cole, pumpkins, gourds, cucumbers* 


REMARKS. 


Mo estimate of the consumption of these 
) articles* 




No. VI.f-^ExPORTs> TO Bokhara and Cabool. 


To Bokliara go slaves, sheep, furs. 

To Gabool gold, silk, sheep, horsesj dyestuffs, /ruits. 

' The; following are the only returns 1 have been able‘ ^to procure, and they do not ^^sume 
to Tory accurate. * ■ 


• Exports from KooNDook to Cabool* 


' HAKE. 

' *- . 

HOW SOLD,^ 

> 

PRICE 

PRICE^T 

CABOOL. 

QUANTITT 

' 8 <i^. " 

: , Silk (br^an zinc) ‘ - 

r Pistachio 3 ^ - 

Per seer of 100 toli - 

PA mun - . . 

di^to » / - A 

; ditto • 

.K 90 ti 4 ooz R 9 . 
.8 

1- 
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From Kliooloom it is smd.^uanlitiC8' pf same articles are sent: 
exfmitcd *2,000 tabruzU mud of raw loads of ispurtiky 1,^000 

of and a large quantity of -^stachios.' The 

mUiPKteber there than here, ’fte pifce^ns giVe^n verided. ' " ^ ) ' 










